Old Brutonian Association
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

Held on Tuesday, 12t November 2024

John Davie Room, King’s Bruton

1. Attendance

Present: Gemma Brunton (President), Michael West (Treasurer), Rose Vigers- Belgeonne (Hon. Secretary), Emilie
Head (Ass. Secretary), Dominic Haigh, Jeremy Hall, Sally Snook, Peter Phillips, Kirsten Palmer, Robert Snook, Mark
Pidsley, David Fleming, Ed Tickner,

Apologies for Absence: Roger Gallagher, Nigel McCrea, Peter Dobson, Ed and Charlie White, and Janey de
Borchgrave d’Altena.

2. Minutes of the Previous AGM

The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting, held in 2023, were reviewed. Minor spelling corrections were
noted. Following these amendments, the minutes were approved as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

3. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising, not otherwise covered on the agenda.

4. The Headmaster
The Headmaster, lan Wilmshurst gave an update of the school including academic and sporting success to those
present.

5. President’s Report
The President reported that the Old Brutonian Association WhatsApp group continues to grow, with membership
exceeding 200. It provides a valuable one-way communication tool, particularly for younger Old Brutonians.

The mentoring scheme remains active, although there is currently a shortage of mentees. It was agreed that
promotion of the programme within the Sixth Form and during their career lectures would be beneficial.

The President expressed appreciation to Mr Chris Biddle for his work producing the OBA magazine, which has
been extremely well received. Suggestions for future editions include thicker paper and revised packaging. The
meeting unanimously expressed its gratitude to Chris for his dedication and outstanding contribution.

The Wessex Lunch is scheduled for December, with seven Old Brutonians and spouses confirmed. The London
Lunch anticipates attendance of approximately 147, including four reunion groups (leavers of 1982, 1992, and
2004). Michael West will oversee arrangements for champagne and wine.



6. Vice President’s Report

No formal report was presented.

7. Honorary Secretary’s Report

The Honorary Secretary, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, reported continued strong engagement across OBA
communication channels. The Facebook group now includes over 1,300 participants and serves as a valuable
means of communication.

Recent leavers in June 2024 expressed gratitude for gifts received from the OBA.

Regular newsletters, managed by Emilie Head, have proven popular and effective in keeping members informed of
events and updates. The Bruton Social in September was a success, attracting a number of younger Old Brutonians.

During the annual Remembrance Services, Peter Phillips laid the OBA wreath at St Mary’s War Memorial, while
Rose laid a wreath beneath the Ben Ross plaque in the Memorial Hall during the morning school service.

The Association was pleased to announce new honorary memberships for Nick and Gilly Bunday, following Nick’s
13 years of service at Blackford, and for Sharon Carpenter, in recognition of 20 years as the Headmaster’s PA.
Presentations took place during the Commemoration Lunch in May.

8. Honorary Treasurer’s Report

The Honorary Treasurer, Michael West, reported that the full accounts were distributed at the meeting but not
printed in the magazine. This approach was approved by the members present. The accounts were proposed for
approval by Gemma Brunton and seconded by Dominic Haigh, and the motion was carried unanimously.

The committee agreed to review the level of expenditure on bursaries at a future meeting, with an emphasis on
maximising individual impact. The Treasurer confirmed that the Association’s finances remain sound, with stable
investments and healthy reserves.

Michael noted his recent ill health and his wish to begin a planned transition of responsibilities. David Fleming
offered to assist with the transition process.

9. Elections

The following elections were held and approved unanimously:

 President - Mr Dominic Haigh (proposed by Gemma Brunton, seconded by David Fleming)

¢ Vice President - Janey de Borchgrave d’Altena (proposed by Gemma Brunton, seconded by Michael West)
* Honorary Secretary - Rose Vigers- Belgeonne (proposed by Dominic Haigh, seconded by Michael West)

¢ Honorary Treasurer - Michael West (proposed by David Fleming, seconded by Sally Snook)

10. Any Other Business

The meeting recorded its sincere appreciation to Ms Gemma Brunton for her exemplary service as President of the
Association. Her leadership, enthusiasm, and commitment to strengthening the mentoring programme and
organising successful social events were acknowledged by all present. Gemma was presented with a gold brooch in
recognition of her significant contribution to the Old Brutonian Association.

Gemma expressed her gratitude to the committee for their support during her term and extended her best wishes
to the incoming President, Mr Dominic Haigh.

11. Date of Next AGM
The date and venue of the next Annual General Meeting will be confirmed in due course.



There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 7.30pm.

Signed:

Mr Dominic Haigh, President

Date:
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