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THE OLD BRUTONIAN

From the Editor
We publish the magazine during an exceptionally trying
period for all and on behalf of the OBA Committee I
extend sympathy and good wishes to any members
who may be experiencing the illness or loss of a loved
one or who are otherwise suffering due to the Covid-19
pandemic.
At the time of writing in April, readers will be reassured
to know that King’s is in good spirits and that detailed
planning is in place to ensure that the School will
continue to deliver its teaching programme to pupils
safely working at home for the time being. Pupils are
able to sign in electronically to a virtual classroom
environment and while following a normal curriculum
they will also be able to engage in discussion with
their class teachers as necessary. Public exams are
cancelled and teachers will produce ‘centre-assessed
grades’ for most qualifications.
The magazine retains the intended format for this year,
including a photo retrospective to cover the colourful
and exciting events of the 500th. The contrast with
the effects of the lockdown of this year could hardly
be greater. Especial sympathy is extended to any OBs
in Australia who may also have suffered earlier in the
recent widespread drought and fires.
King’s and the OBA are sensitive to their role in
supporting the School and the wider OB community
and readers may be aware of two initiatives set
up before Easter. King’s Spirit is described on this
page together with details of the new King’s Bruton
Community website.
I wish to thank a number of colleagues and friends:
Gilly Bunday, now the School Registrar, has been a
super-efficient source of advice and help for more
than two years; Emilie Head is proving equally able
as she learns the ropes in assisting me with the
magazine; Naomi Warren has provided a wealth of
outstanding photographs apparent over many pages
of this edition; Andrew Leach, School Archivist, has,
as ever, provided many useful nuggets of information
and historical detail from the vast storehouse of his
memory. The proof readers included Andrew, David
Hindley and Malcolm Parr. Tribute is due, finally, to
Trent Nicholson, our graphic designer, who has once
again worked his magic with his deft and creative
tweaks to layout.

Ed Tickner (Hon OB), Editor

•
•
•

Articles for publication need to be copy ready for insertion, in
text or Word format, not as a pdf please and no more than
750 words.
Scanned items, handwritten articles or newspaper cuttings
cannot be easily transcribed.
Photos must be JPEG files at a minimum resolution of 300
ppi, minimum size of 100mm wide, with details of any OBs in
the photo.

OBA Office, King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED.
Tel: 01749 813253. Email: oba@kingsbruton.com

Join the King’s
Bruton Community

Many of you will have received emails from me, asking
you to join the King’s Bruton Community. The uptake has
been brilliant – thank you! The more people that register,
the better the experience will be for all. It only takes a
few minutes, and once registered, you will be able to find
your old school friends, read news stories and view lots
of photos! We don’t have email addresses for everyone
though, so we need your help to spread the word. I would
be most grateful if you could take a few minutes to share
the registration details with any OBs that you know.
Wishing you all the very best, Emilie.
Emilie Head, OBA Assistant Secretary

REGISTER FOR
THE KING’S BRUTON COMMUNITY
https://community.kingsbruton.com/homepage
•
•
•
•
•

Quick and easy registration process
Find old school friends easily
Keep up to date with School news
Read alumni stories and view photographs
Register for reunion events

In the future… mentoring, ‘Clubs’ (industry, University
and geographic location) and much more…

The King’s Spirit 
To keep a sense of community and morale going during
the Covid-19 lockdown with all sport, music, art and
community events cancelled, it became obvious that a
platform was needed to ensure King’s esprit de corps lived
on. Consequently, Alison Grant, Deputy Head at King’s, has
set up a site for pupils, parents, OBs and Governors called
‘The King's Spirit’. It takes the form of a newsletter for
contributions from any of the above groups. These could
be anything from a video to a competition to a work-out.
Alison says: ‘The idea is to boost morale and keep the
community together; it would be great if you could send in
an initiative or simply re-post something you have found
useful or cheerful. We are happy to post any community
news too – it could be as simple as the view from your
window or your last cooking success. All contributions
should be sent in to the email address: (kingsspirit@
kingsbruton.com). We look forward to hearing from you!’
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LETTER FROM THE President
David Fleming

Dear Old Brutonians
My three-year term as your President will soon be coming to an end.
It has been my honour and privilege to serve you and to see both
King’s and the OBA flourish. I have particularly enjoyed meeting a wide
range of Old Brutonians and have made some good friends whom I
much appreciate. I have also benefited from meeting many who work
at King’s and this has given me a better understanding of how the
School operates and how well it is doing. The OB London Lunch has
been a source of many good memories and I have even enjoyed your
barracking during some of my lengthy addresses!
I am pleased to report to you that in conjunction with King’s and after months of implementation, the new OBA
website – The King’s Bruton Community – is up and running. The website is the culmination of a goal that I had
some three years ago to encourage and bring more Old Brutonians to the OBA and back to the School. Many
people worked hard in the background to make this website a reality and our special thanks go to Emilie Head,
our new OBA Assistant Secretary, for her tireless work in migrating information from our old system into the
new environment. The new website has additional functionality to enable you to contact old school friends and
for those who are interested, will eventually allow older OBs to mentor younger ones and to pass on some
hard-learned knowledge and experience.
In order to take advantage of the new website, all you need to do is register and if you wish, indicate that you
are happy to be contacted by other OBs. You can then start contacting your old friends.
Next, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our hard-working OBA committee: Gemma Brunton (née
Saye) (W92/94) our Vice President, Rose Vigers our Honorary Secretary, Michael West (O49/55) our Treasurer,
Ed Tickner our Magazine Editor, committee members Janey Dawe (W95/97), James Coward (B90/95), Ben
Turner (O86/91), Russell Crofts (L87/92) and our OBA Assistant Secretary, Emilie Head.
I would like to give special recognition and thanks to Emilie’s predecessor, Gilly Bunday, now the School
Registrar, for all her efforts in supporting the OBA over the last 6 years. I think you will agree that Gilly executed
her OBA duties with both flair and care and invested much time in getting to know so many Old Brutonians.
I think we have much to be proud of in reaching our 500th anniversary in 2019 and welcoming the Queen
to open our new music school. The School is in a ‘golden age’, which I believe gives us a sense of pride and
belonging. In conjunction with this, our sleepy old Bruton has become a buzzy and haute destination......who
would have thought?
In closing and as my final request as your President, I want to challenge Old Brutonians who have not
recently visited the School to come and see for themselves that even though much still looks the same,
the improvements are massive. Under normal circumstances an ideal day to do so is the Annual Day of
Celebration which this year was originally scheduled to be held on June 13th, the same day as our OBA AGM.
Please keep an eye on our web site for any updates on these events. We are still hoping to have our OBA AGM
later in the year when you can meet your new President, Gemma Brunton.
Stay well and Floreat Brutonia,
David Fleming (B73/76), OBA President
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OLD BRUTONIAN
ASSOCIATION
THREE TIMES A YEAR OLD BRUTONIANS
MEET UP IN BRUTON FOR A DRINK
ALL OBs AND THEIR PARTNERS ARE WELCOME

5th MAY cancelled
The next two dates are:

15th September 2020 :
At The Chapel, Bruton

12th January 2021 :
At The Chapel, Bruton

7.00pm – 8.30pm
Please keep an eye on the website for any amendments.
No booking involved; no costs involved; just turn up!

OBITUARY
JOHN CANN
(HON OB)
1934-2018
John died in November
2018 and a memorial
service was held at St.
Peter's, Shaftesbury, on
12th December 2018.
John was Headmaster
at Hazlegrove from
1975-1994. We will
be publishing an
appropriate tribute on
the King's Community
website as soon as can
be managed.

St. Paul’s
Cathedral
February 2019, King’s Chapel Choir sings
Evensong at St. Paul’s Cathedral, including a
superb first public performance of the anthem specially
commissioned for the 500th, ‘King of Glory, King of Peace’.
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OBITUARY

AIR VICE-MARSHAL MICHAEL ROBINSON CB (N/P40/44)
1927 - 2019
The son of an Ulster Protestant doctor, Michael was born in
Belfast. He attended King’s after the family had moved to Putney in
London. Following six months at Queen’s College, Oxford, as part
of his training for a career in the RAF, in July 1946 he joined the
first post-war entry of flight cadets at the RAF College, Cranwell,
where he excelled at hockey and cricket and gained his colours.
Michael joined No. 45 Squadron in October 1948 and left for
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and thence for Kuala Lumpur where the
squadron was heavily engaged in attacking communist terrorists
during the Malayan Emergency. He had flown 175 strikes by the
end of his tour of duty in 1951.
After training as a flying instructor, a new posting took him to No.88
Squadron at Wildenrath on the Dutch-German border in 1956. Here
he flew the Canberra jet bomber in a strike/attack role.
In 1958, Michael was promoted to Squadron Leader and became
squadron commander at Cranwell, where he led the development
of 100 or so flight cadets on their 3 year course. This was a phase
in his life that he and his wife Dru found particularly enjoyable.
Following this, Michael went to the Far East where he was involved
in defensive operations at this time of the ‘Confrontation’ with
Indonesia. Returning to Britain in 1967 he spent a number of
years in staff appointments at the MOD and HQ Strike Command,
involved in bomber and nuclear strike operations.
Michael became the first Station Commander at the airfield at
Lossiemouth, Morayshire, after it was handed over to the RAF by
the Royal Navy in 1972. Lossiemouth became one of the RAF’s
busiest airfields as a centre for NATO exercises. Michael often
flew, adapting to the latest ‘fast jet’ to enter the RAF’s inventory,
the Jaguar strike-attack aircraft.
After a third posting to RAF Cranwell in 1974 as the assistant
commander, he returned to the bomber role in 1977 as senior
air staff officer, No. 1 (Bomber) Group. As such he continued to fly
with and oversee units from the Buccaneer and Vulcan squadrons
as well as the Victor air-to-air re-fuelling force, thus remaining
abreast of the latest tactics and operating procedures.
His final appointment was in the Ministry of Defence where he
became Director General of Organisation and he was appointed

CB just before his retirement in June 1982. For the following
six years he was the Director of Welfare at the RAF Benevolent
Fund before working at the Church Urban Fund. Then one of
his proudest moments came when he was able to complete
the university education interrupted by his RAF career. This he
achieved with great satisfaction from Bristol University at the age of
62 when he was awarded his Master of Arts.
He never lost his love of cricket or of the RAF and rarely missed
the annual air marshal’s lunch where the current Chief of Air Staff
gave a briefing on the state of the RAF.
As a man of strong Christian faith, Michael was active in church
matters, served on his local parish council and was a Friend of
Wells Cathedral. In his early years Michael did consider Ordination
into the priesthood and ministry of the church and an anecdote
he recounted to Richard Lewis, Dean Emeritus of Wells provides
insight into his faith.
‘..Michael was flying with No 45 Squadron out of Kuala Lumpur.
Fully loaded with ordnance he was the last to take off to make
a slow turning climb to join the rest of the squadron already in
the air. Still only at 1000 ft one of his engines failed; he could not
continue neither could he lighten the load by dropping bombs
on the city below – to land he needed to keep the runway in sight
but this meant doing what a pilot should never do; to turn against
the good engine. There came a moment when his navigator said
very quietly, Michael recalls, ‘‘I think we’re going to make it’’ and he
replied; ‘’Yes I think we are.’’
‘‘Was this escape,’’ Michael, asks ‘’entirely due to my flying skill? No!
I really believe that decisions I made then although contrary to the
orthodox contained an inspiration of the Holy Spirit.’’ His gratitude
remained throughout his life.’
He retained many other great interests in later life including
music (in which he shared a passion for opera with his wife),
theatre, tea at the RAF Club, lectures and visits to King’s.
Michael came to King's in 1940, joining New House initially.
Three years later he moved over the river to become one of the
founder members of Priory House. He was a talented sportsman,
captaining the School's Hockey XI, and playing in the Cricket XI, and
he was School Prefect in his final year, leaving in 1944.
Later, his strong commitment to effective service and loyalty
underlay the important and very visible positions he held in
supporting King’s over many years. He served on the Board of
Governors from 1980-2001 and was Junior Warden from 198394. President of the Old Brutonian Association from 1975-78 he
also served for many years on the committee of the Friends of
King’s School. He contributed an interesting description of life as a
pupil at King’s to ‘King’s School Remembered’. As one of the most
distinguished of Old Boys, he will be remembered with affection for
his modest manner, the warmth of his friendship, and many, often
private acts of kindness including the generous provision of the
circular bench in memory of James Liddicoat.
His son Ian and daughter Jennie both attended King’s. Drusilla
Bush, whom he married in 1952, died last year. Their son and two
daughters survive them.
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OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION & CHARITABLE
TRUST ABRIDGED REPORTS & ACCOUNTS

OBA social gatherings take place in Bruton on a termly
basis – all details promoted on the website.

The following are abridged reports and accounts of the
Association and its charitable trust for the year ended 31st
December 2019. The full reports and accounts are to be
approved by the Committee and Trustees at their next
scheduled meeting. Copies are available from the Hon
Secretary, Old Brutonian Association, King’s School, Bruton,
Somerset BA10 0ED and will be available at the Association’s
AGM.

The OBA played Hockey and Cricket against the school and
parents at the Day of Celebration. The Old Brutonian Golf
Society continues to flourish under the leadership of John
Dryden.

ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION
COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st
DECEMBER 2019.
Objects
The general objects of the Association as contained in the
Rules are to promote union amongst Old Brutonians and to
further the interests of King’s School, Bruton. In particular the
Association will arrange an Annual Lunch in London and
Summer Event at the School, publish an Annual Magazine,
now The Old Brutonian, and establish and maintain a
Charitable Trust for charitable purposes connected to the
Association’s objects.
Committee
At 31st December 2019 the Committee consisted of the
Officers: David Fleming (B73/76) President, Gemma Brunton
(W92/94) Vice President, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Hon OB,
King’s Staff), Honorary Secretary, Michael West (O49/55)
Honorary Treasurer, and 4 ordinary members: James Coward
(B90/95), Janey Dawe (W 95/97), Russell Crofts (L87/92), Ben
Turner (O86/91) and Ed Tickner (Hon OB) Editor of The Old
Brutonian. Gilly Bunday (Assistant Secretary) and Emilie Head
(new Assistant Secretary) attended Committee Meetings by
invitation.
Under the current Rules, two ordinary members of the
Committee are elected each year for a term of four years.
Ordinary members are not eligible for re-election until the
year following that in which they retire.
Membership
94 members joined the Association during 2019. The
Association were notified of 11 deaths.
Activities
Promotion of union among Old Brutonians
The Annual General Meeting was held on 16th June 2019.
11 members attended the meeting at which the affairs of
the Association were reviewed and discussed, and Officers
and Committee members elected. The annual reunion
lunch in London was held at Skinners' Hall on 6th
December 2019 and was attended by over 170 members.
The Headmaster, Ian Wilmshurst, was a guest of the
Association. David Fleming, Gemma Brunton, Michael West
and Gilly Bunday made the arrangements for the lunch.
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The annual Magazine (The Old Brutonian) was despatched
to Europe-based members for whom addresses were
known in May 2019 and further afield by special request.
The Old Brutonian was edited by Ed Tickner with much
information gathered and compiled by Gilly Bunday. The
Old Brutonian website is an integral part of the School’s
new website: www.kingsbruton.com/old-brutonians/theoba
An Old Brutonian Facebook group (Old Brutonian– Official)
continues to thrive with over 600 members.

Finance
In the year ending 31st December 2019 the Association had
incoming resources of £23,920 after an increased loss on the
London Lunch. Resources expended amounted to £21,177,
including three terms’ bursaries. The other four terms were
paid by our Charitable Trust. Having established a third
bursary the total cost will be £9,000 in the current year.
Investment assets rose by £12,332 to £217,756. The total
assets of the OBA at the end of 2019 were £246,515. Further
details are given in the abridged accounts below.
In the current year investments have been affected by the
likely economic consequences of Coronavirus and are likely
to remain volatile. There has been some recovery from the
initial panic and at the time of writing, that is the Easter
weekend, our investments are down 12.5%.

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2019

Incoming resources		
Subscriptions		
Investment income		
Other		
Total incoming resources		

2019
£
26132
5177
(7390)
23,920

2018
£
24,570
5,154
(3,309)
26,415

Resources expended
Newsletter publication		
Administration		
Scholarships		
Total resources expended

7,895
10,282
3,000
21,177

7,243
27,631
2,000
36,874

Net incoming resources		
Gain (loss) on investments
Net movement in funds		

2,742
12,332
15,074

(10,459)
(16,412)
26,871

Fund as at 1 January
Fund as at 31 December		

231,441
246,515

258,312
231,441

THE OLD BRUTONIAN ACCOUNTS
Balance Sheet at 31 December 2019

Long-term assets
Investments		
Total long term investments		

2019
£
217,756
217,756

2018
£
205,424
205,424

Current assets
Deposits		
Debtors		
Bank		
Total current assets

1,230
418
28,731
30,379

1,228
13,756
27,146
28,374

Current liabilities
Creditors due in less than one year
Total current liabilities		

1,621
1,621

2,358
2,358

Net current assets		

28,759

26,017

Net assets		

246,515

231,441

Total fund		

246,515

231,441

ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE
CHARITABLE TRUST FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st
DECEMBER 2019

Accounts
The statement of financial activities shows incoming
resources of £3,130 and expenditure at £4,000. A revenue
shortfall of £870 and an investment gain of £4,549 leave total
resources up from £68,587 to £72,266.

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE TRUST
Registered Number: 284570
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2019
Total
2019
£

Total
2018
£

1,400
1,730
3,130

1,713
1,605
3,317

Resources expended
Charitable expenditure:				
Grants payable		
4000
0
4000
Total resources expended 4000
0
4000

4000
4000

		

Unrestricted
Fund
£

Incoming resource
Donations		
1,400
Investment income		
1,730
Total incoming resources 3,130

Endowment
Fund
£

0
0
0

Trustees

Net incoming resources
Gain/(loss) on investments
Net movement in funds
Funds as at 1 January		

(870)
2,692
1,823
54,702

0
1,857
1,857
13,885

(870)
4,549
3,679
68,587

The current Trustees are the Officers of the Association,
David Fleming, Michael West and Rose Vigers-Belgeonne.

Funds as at 31 December 56,524

15,742

72,266 68,587

Objects
The objects of the Trust are set out in the Trust deeds. In
summary, they include the relief of poverty amongst former
pupils of King’s School, Bruton and their immediate
dependants, the provision of bursaries to pupils at the
School, prizes based on educational merit to pupils or former
pupils, and awards to pupils showing outstanding ability in
art, drama, music, sport or leadership, and other such related
charitable purposes as the Trustees unanimously agree.
Activities
There are currently three students at King’s in receipt of
bursaries.
Donations
Cash donations in 2019 totalled £1120, shown in the
accounts as £1400 including the expected tax credit. Other
income, dividends and interest, totalled £1,730. Expenditure
was again £4,000 for four terms’ bursaries of £1,000 a term.
Members are reminded of the tax benefits of donations and
legacies which should be made to the OBA Charitable Trust,
not to the OBA itself which does not have charitable status.

(683)
(4,190)
(4,872)
73,459

Balance Sheet at 31 December 2018

		

Unrestricted
Fund

Endowment
Fund

Total
2019

Total
2018

£

£

£

£

Long-term assets
Investments		
Covenanted receipts
Total long-term assets		

18,889
0
18,889

13,036
0
13,026

31,915
0
31,915

27,366
0
27,366

Current assets
Deposits		
Debtors 		
Cash at bank		
Total current assets		
Creditors: under 1 year
Net current assets		

17,164
2,619
17,853
37,635
0
37,635

2,716
0
0
2,716
0
2,716

19,880
2,619
17,853
40,351
0
40,351

19,744
2,339
19,138
41,221
0
41,221

Total assets
less current liabilities		

56,524

15,742

72,266

68,587

Net assets		

56,524

15,742

72,266

68,587

Funds		

56,524

15,742

72,266

68,587
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019
The Annual General Meeting of the Old Brutonian Association was
held in the John Davie Room at King’s School, Bruton at 11.00am, on
Saturday 16th June 2019.
The President, Mr David Fleming (B73/76) was in the Chair.
Committee members present were Gemma Brunton (W92/94),
Michael West (O49/55), Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Hon Old Brutonian),
Ed Tickner (Hon Old Brutonian), Gilly Bunday (Assistant OBA
Secretary).
Also attending were David Hindley (Hon Old Brutonian), Roger
Gallannaugh (O54/57), Chris Rhys-Jones (O45/49), Kirsten Palmer
(69/71), Stewart Flemming (B65/70).
Apologies were received from Rob Snook (B62/65), Sally Snook
(72/73), Simon Tyler (L67/72), Richard Sullivan (N58/62), Russell
Crofts (L87/92), Janey Dawe (W95/97) and Peter Canning (O52/57).
1. The Minutes
The Minutes of the last AGM, held on Saturday 16th June 2018,
having been circulated in the 2019 Old Brutonian Magazine, were
agreed and signed as a true record.
Proposed by Ed Tickner; seconded by Roger Gallannaugh.
2. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
3. President’s Items
a. The President remarked that The Day of Celebration had been
an outstanding event, the King’s community had come together
to mark the 500th Anniversary of King’s. On behalf of the OBA
he thanked Rose and Gilly for all their hard work and
organisation to produce such a memorable day for everyone.
b. The Association had enjoyed a very successful year. The
President thanked the Committee for their continued
commitment especially Gemma, Michael, Rose, Gilly and Ed for
their support to the President during this memorable year.
c. Ed Tickner was thanked for editing and producing the 2019 Old
Brutonian which, had again, been an excellent publication.
d. The OBA made a significant donation towards the Queen
Elizabeth Music School and a room has been named the OBA
Room.
e. It is hoped that a new IT system will be put in place in the future
to allow OBs to update their own contact details and to access
other OBs, while not contravening the data protection
regulations.
f. The Association has put in place an additional Bursary as part of
its charitable status.
g. The 2019 London Lunch is currently sold out with 150 guests
confirmed and it is hoped that Skinners' Hall may be able to
accommodate additional guests if required.
h. The President told those in attendance that it had been an
honour to be the President during this very important and
memorable year.
5. Vice President
a. The current OBA Bursaries are awarded to Luke Tuckfield and
Ella Corlett.
b. The 2019 OBA Prize for excellence in GCSEs will be awarded to
Alexander Baxter.
c. The 2019 OBA Progress prizes are awarded to Isabella Hawkins,
Elspeth Cooke, Ella Hanegraaf, Hayley Clarke, Benjamin Fearn,
Ivo Wright and Callum McFarlane.
4. Hon Secretary’s Report
a. The OBA office has received many favourable comments about
this year’s OBA Magazine and there has been a reduction in
returns which is pleasing and indicates that the database is
more accurate.
b. The London Lunch tickets were promoted earlier in this special
year and with great success. A waiting list is now in place and we
hope to accommodate everyone.
8 | The Old Brutonian 2020

c. The OBA office has on-going communications with many OBs
from around the globe and the Hon. Sec. is thanked for her
efficiency in running the OBA office, her enthusiasm and the
friendships she has forged with so many.
d. The Day of Celebration has been a great success with OBs
returning from Australia, Canada, America and Africa as well as
Europe, including a 90-year old gentleman from France. We hope
that we can continue to celebrate all that is good about King’s
every summer, but perhaps on a slightly smaller scale in the
future.
5. Hon Treasurer’s Report
a. The Hon Treasurer took the meeting through the 2018 accounts
for both the Association and the Charitable Trust.
The accounts were proposed by David Fleming, seconded by
Kirsten Palmer.
b. The Association and the Charitable Trust are financially in
satisfactory standing. Investments will continue to be monitored.
c. The Hon Treasurer confirmed that the donation towards the
Queen Elizabeth Music School had been made.
d. The Hon Treasurer reported that there had been a reduction in
annual contributions to the Association.
6. Ratification of changes to the Old Brutonian Association Rules
Some small changes were made to the Association’s rules to
bring the rules and regulations up to date and fit for purpose.
These will then be submitted to the Charities Commission.
The changes were proposed by David Fleming and seconded by
Chris Rhys-Jones.
7. Officers and Committee
a. No additional committee members were required.
b. The Hon Secretary, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, agreed to serve for
another year and was duly elected. Proposed by David Fleming,
seconded by Ed Tickner.
c. The Hon Treasurer, Michael West, agreed to serve for another
year and was duly elected. Proposed by David Fleming,
seconded by Gemma Brunton.
6. AOB
a. The President reminisced about the amazing day in March when
Her Majesty the Queen visited King’s and thanked Chris RhysJones on behalf of the OBA for the part he played in organising
such a special day.
b. Chris Rhys-Jones responded and thanked the President for his
contribution towards the OBA.
c. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 11.40am.

CANCELLATION OF AGM 2020
The AGM of the Old Brutonian Association to be held
on Sunday 13 June 2020 will not now take place.
When conditions permit, notice of a fresh date will be
published on the OBA website.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

ORIGINAL AGENDA
Apologies for Absence.
Matters arising from 2019 AGM and approval of the minutes.
President’s Report.
Vice President’s Report.
Hon Secretary’s Report.
Report from the Hon Treasurer and the approval of the
accounts for the year ending 31st December 2019.
Ratification of the changes to the Old Brutonian Rules.
Election of new members onto the Committee.
Election of an Hon Secretary for the ensuing year.
Election of Hon Treasurer for the ensuing year.
Matters Arising
A.O.B.

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

LETTER FROM THE HON Secretary
Rose Vigers-Belgeonne
Dear Old Brutonians
I am writing to you from a rather quiet King’s, as we have returned to
school after the Easter break and find ourselves in a rather perplexing
and challenging time for us all. I have been remotely teaching students
from all corners of the globe, all whilst sitting in front of a computer
screen, looking out at the Dovecote. A wonderful view, but despite the
beautiful weather few people can be seen climbing the slopes of our
special landmark. On a positive note, with a lack of cars, pupils and staff
we now have the company of some handsome pheasants and partridge
roaming the grounds, including the Mem Hall lawn!
As I reflect on the previous year and the activities that took place as part of the 500th celebrations, they
too seem rather surreal. So many OBs came back to join the whole school community on the Day of
Celebration in June. It was a very special day; busy at times with the church service, classic cars arriving,
guests enjoying the sunshine and taking picnics, cricket and hockey, cakes and sandwiches for all and then
the 500th Ball extravaganza! Both Gilly and I look back on the day with such fond memories. If only we
could have frozen time – to see and chat to more of those present on the day. Sadly we were not able to
perform such miracles but we did enjoy watching the film that was produced of the day, and each time
smile when we see the happy faces of all the guests or the sight of OBs riding the carousel horses, driving
like fools on the dodgems or just watching in awe the fireworks next to a full moon - all memories that will
last for ever.
Sadly, this year’s Day of Celebration may well be postponed, but it will be important that Old Brutonians are
able to come together again before the end of the year; perhaps the London Lunch in December will be as
popular as last year’s amazing gathering.
As you are aware the office is now run by Emilie Head, following Gilly’s departure last year, when she sadly
stood down from the role to take up the full-time role as the Registrar at King’s. She was a wonderful asset
to the Association, made many friendships with OBs of all ages and her support and friendship to me were
crucial when planning events, allowing us both to create complete madness occasionally! So, Gilly is now
encouraging young Brutonians into the School and Emilie will be supporting OBs of all generations.
To finish, it is important that we take this opportunity to celebrate the achievements of OBs as part of the
King’s community. Since the lockdown OBs have been helping teachers and current pupils deliver groceries
in and around Bruton and reading and contributing to the King’s Spirit newsletter (read by over 2000
people each day and found on the King’s website). Please continue to send in your news and embrace our
special community; after all you are part of it!
So, I wish you all well, good health and much happiness and soon I hope we will come together once more
for further celebrations and madness!
Floreat Brutonia!
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the Queen Elizabeth Music School
OPENING

March 2019, a truly memorable day marks the
visit of Her Majesty The Queen to open the
Queen Elizabeth Music School.
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Mount Everest Expedition, 2019
Tom Heal L01/06
Readers may remember Tom’s scaling of
Mount Vinson in Antarctica in 2017, raising
money thereby for the Royal Marines Charity.
Mount Vinson reaches an impressive altitude
of nearly 5000 metres but is clearly dwarfed by
the awesome height of the summit of Everest.
Tom has sent us this account, originally for a
military magazine, of another prodigious feat
undertaken in April and May of 2019.

The 65 Degrees North Mount Everest
2019 expedition aimed not only to reach
the summit, but to raise money for the
Royal Marines Charity and assist three of
the team members with their recovery
from injuries sustained during military
service. This was the next endeavour in a
series of exploits which 65 Degrees North
have undertaken, each time with new team
members, all benefiting from ‘rehabilitation
through adventure’. All team members were
either former or serving Royal Marines and
included, the Team Leader Rich Morgan
MBE, Brendan Davies, Scott Ransley, Joe
Winch and me.
Beginning on the 1st April 2019 and taking
two months, the expedition started with a
10 day trek from Lukla (2800m) to Everest
Base Camp (5364m). This allowed us to
gradually acclimatise which was key to the
success of the whole expedition. Trying to
speed the process up would only hinder
our chances, so we ‘raced to be the last one
into camp’ each day. Peter Cunningham,
Branding Science’s CEO and one of the
team’s main sponsors, along with former
Royal Marines Officer and Mountain Leader,
John Barry (the team’s high altitude advisor),
both accompanied the team on the trek.
Leesa Harrison, 65 Degrees North’s PR and
social media manager, would remain at
Base Camp throughout and also acted as
the team’s ‘Mum’! Eli Potter, our American
mountain guide, joined the team in Base
Camp later.
After a few days' rest and kit preparation
at Base Camp, the ‘rotations’ (acclimatisation
climbs) began. The first one saw the team
move to Camp 1 (6100m), spend two nights
at this height and then progress to Camp 2

(6400m), for one night. It was at Camp 2 (the
old Camp 4) that Captain Terry Thompson
RM, a former Cliff Leader, perished in 1976
after falling into a crevasse. He was a part of
the Army Mountaineering Association 1976
Everest Expedition, which was the first nonnational group to successfully reach the top.
The treacherous Khumbu Icefall, between
Base Camp and Camp 1, with numerous
crevasses to cross and huge seracs, some
the size of a house, just waiting to collapse
on top of you, made each of us focus as we
climbed through this area. The team ended
up completing four rotations so we became
well accustomed to the icefall and were very
relieved when we passed through it for the
final time.
The second rotation was cut short due to
inclement weather, with Namgya Sherpa,
our lead Sherpa, saying it was the worst
he had seen since 2006. This meant we
had to go up a third time, to try and ‘touch’
Camp 3 at 7300m, which we did after two
nights and a rest day at Camp 2. The steep
and ominous Lhotse Face between Camp
2 and Camp 3 with its 45 degree slope and
icy surface was impressive to see. A Sherpa
fell 200m down it while we were there and
somehow survived, which reminded us that
there could be no mistakes.
We arrived back at Base Camp on 10th
May after our third rotation and the period
which ensued was a relatively stressful one
as we waited for a weather window to make
our summit bid. A small window seemed
to be appearing on the 16th but with the
summit ridge fixed lines still not in place
and only one attempt available to us due to
limited oxygen and our own exhaustion, we
decided to wait. On the 17th we left Base
Camp and moved directly to Camp 2. After
a rest day on the 18th, we pushed on to
Camp 3 and spent our first night on oxygen.
Camp 3 to Camp 4 at 8100m the following
day was our toughest yet, crossing the
Yellow Band and the Geneva Spur, places
we had read about and were fascinated
to see for ourselves. A dead Russian is
suspended from the fixed lines at the top of
the Lhotse Face, almost as a marker for the
entrance to the ‘death zone’ at 8000m.
The notorious Camp 4 on top of the
South Col is a barren and daunting place
with rapid changes in the weather and wind
whipping across it. Debris from previous
expeditions is on a vast scale and clearly
shows the history of the mountain. After
a few hours' rest at Camp 4, eating and
drinking as much as possible, but with no
time for sleep, we departed into the night
at 7.30pm. Usual leaving time from the
South Col is around 10pm, but we left early
to ensure we were not caught in any of the

overcrowding, which turned out to be an
ingenious call from Namgya Sherpa. The
wind at 35-40 knots was right on the limit
of our safety margin and meant that there
could be no exposed skin. The Triangular
Face leading to the Balcony was a long,
steep climb, similar to the Lhotse Face and
it was at this point that unfortunately our
Team Leader, Rich Morgan, was forced
to turn around due to his oxygen system
failing. This was a massive blow to the
team, but not one we would all be aware of
until later, due to gaps which had opened
between each member of the team.
The climb was long with numerous false
summits reminding us that the mountain
was in command. Reaching the South
Summit which gave a view of the summit
itself was a big relief. As we climbed along
the exposed ridge, the sun started to rise.
Arriving at different times at the summit,
between 0450 and 0530, we were unable
to get a team photo at the top. Minus 55
degrees Celsius, with wind chill, made taking
any photos at all very challenging! However,
we were extremely fortunate to see the
shadow of Everest which is only visible for
15-20 minutes each morning and have the
summit completely to ourselves.
The descent was arduous and required
concentration, but was much quicker. An
Irishman had slipped and disappeared on
his descent to the Balcony just a few days
before, so we paid attention not to do the
same. Arriving at Camp 2 the same day, we
discovered that Scott had severe frostbite
in six of his toes. This meant he needed
to be evacuated by helicopter straight to
Kathmandu. He spent a week in hospital,
but didn’t lose any toes and has made a full
recovery.
With 4 out of 5 of the team members
reaching the summit, close to £30K raised
for the Royal Marines Charity and the 3
injured members of the team helped with
their rehabilitation, the project has been
deemed a great success. 65 Degrees
North continue to provide adventure and
expedition opportunities for wounded,
injured and sick, serving and former military
personnel.
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This was no ordinary Lunch; this was a very special Lunch, a
fitting culmination of the celebrations of 2019 to mark the 500th
anniversary of the original founding of King’s School, Bruton.
Although it didn’t take quite 500 years, a lot of thought and
effort went into the planning of the OBA contributions to the
celebrations of 2019. The OBA Committee, then presided over by
Richard Sullivan, discussed the 500 year anniversary way back in
2008 or so. Above all, the Committee had to make an appropriate
appointment for the Presidency for 2019. An eminently suitable
candidate, David Fleming, was chosen to head up the OBA for the
years leading up to and including 2019, and he certainly did not
disappoint.
During the months before the Lunch, several OBs, but especially
David Fleming and Kirsten Palmer, worked hard on the design
and production of the booklet that was to be the menu and more
for the Lunch on Friday 6th December. Each had the name of the
attendee printed on the front cover, a ‘gold embossed dolphin’ on
the back and plenty of interest inside.
The Lunch reception began at 12, but many WhatsApp messages,
phone calls and texts passed between OBs as they planned
to meet up in coffee shops and pubs, then made their way to
Skinners’ Hall at 81/2 Dowgate Hill in the City. Once there we were
greeted with a glass of champagne, our menus and name badges;
placing our menus on the tables in the dining hall ensured that we
sat with friends for the meal.
Nearly 200 OBs crowded into the ante room and the noise of
exuberant greetings and laughter prevailed until the Beadle
banged his gavel and announced, ‘Please take your places for
Luncheon in the Livery Hall!’
Mark Lloyd Davies said Grace, then we sat down to eat our
delicious meal. It doesn’t matter how many months or years go by
between meetings, we all share that common past and the special
camaraderie of the Old Brutonian community. There are several
OBs I see only at these Lunches, but we pick up where we left off
as if it were yesterday.
After the meal our President gave us the Loyal Toast and
proposed a toast to Our Guests. The Headmaster responded, with
particular thanks to Chris Rhys-Jones for his part in inviting Her
Majesty The Queen to open the Queen Elizabeth Music School
earlier in the year. Chris then gave us the chance to raise our
glasses to the toast ‘Floreat Brutonia’.
Most OBs who attended after the early 70s didn’t have to learn
the School Song but, strangely, it still unites us; it was then sung
with great gusto, followed by 'Jerusalem'.
The time passed all too quickly; there was much more to share
and enjoy with friends, so many of us moved to The Banker, just a
few yards down Cousin Lane, to partake of a few more beverages
before returning home.
Thanks must go to everyone involved in the organisation of the
Lunch, especially Rose Vigers-Belgeonne and Gilly Bunday.
I write this as we are in ‘lockdown’ during the Covid-19 pandemic
and it’s hard to believe that this sort of gathering is impossible at
this time. I hope that all OBs are keeping safe and well. Let’s hope
that we’ll be able to share a Lunch in December this year.
Sally Snook (née Stonham, formerly White) (W72/73)
This year’s London Lunch provisionally booked for

Friday 4th December at Skinners’ Hall.
Please keep an eye on your OBA emails (assuming you
have registered to receive OBA updates) and on the OBA
website for any updates.
Tickets are limited to 150, so do not delay in contacting the
Office oba@kingsbruton.com to book your place.
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John Rees, (O39/43)
Philippa Rees, wife of John Rees, has written the article below which
encapsulates the feel and breadth of John’s reminiscences of life at
King’s as a pupil and subsequently as master and then Housemaster
of Old from 1950-1968. This item has resulted from a recent approach
made to the magazine by one of his Old House pupils at King’s, Marcus
Hill, (O60/65). He, together with David Graham, (O60/65), wish to pay
tribute to John’s many contributions and loyalty to King’s and to the
positive influence that he had on their lives then and subsequently.
John and Philippa are both well, enjoying living in Redlynch, where
Philippa writes constantly and John reads. He completes the daily codewords and attempts The Times crossword and on sunny days throws a
ball for Polly their border collie whom Philippa still walks daily around
the perimeter of Hyde.
John Rees: King’s School,
the Nucleus of a Whole Life.
When I watched the film of the 500th anniversary of the
founding of King’s School, with many contributors speaking of
their experiences, it occurred to me that I lived with someone
whose experience of the School has spanned almost a fifth
of its total – just 20 years short of a full fifth. Not only does
John have longevity but variety, since he knew it as a scholar,
captain of cricket, Headboy, Master (History and Mathematics),
Housemaster (Old House) and, after retirement, walker of a
succession of four collies on Hyde. They were as familiar with the
changing sporting seasons, and as cricket crazy, as he was.
He only stopped attending rugby matches (both home and
away) with an ex-pupil Mike Hall, two years ago. The School has
centred an entire life, rather than prepared and dispatched a life
to succeed in another world.
I mentioned this to Marcus Hill who suggested some addition
to the ‘external tribute’ to the School’s longevity- its ‘internal
longevity’ in the memory of a single near centenarian- through
the war, and thereafter. Since I married John, after his work at
King’s had ceased, I suggested that Marcus and David Graham
could help launch John’s own, still vivid, affections by introducing
the Housemaster they had known (and recently rediscovered).
They have appended their personal tributes at the end of his
own reminiscences, (see below).
It would be impossible to extract King’s from John’s life-long DNA,
or from snippets dropped into most conversations. Its nurture
drew him back when we sought somewhere to live. Bruton
is in his blood and has percolated into mine in the forty five
years of marriage. It commands a strangely compelling loyalty,
compounded of the people he once knew, some larger than
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life, some quietly constant. Deeper than that, King's in Bruton
was an emotional ‘seminary’ but with elastic boundaries into its
surroundings.
Those boyhood orbits involved illicit escapes to one of the eight
pubs, cycling home to Bristol, taking a train to the coast, camping
out at Discove, or invading Redlynch Park where the warmhearted, feisty Countess of Suffolk suggested her chauffeur
should move with the times and get a pilot’s licence. (Twenty
years after John’s departure from Old House, the conversion of
Redlynch Park meant that same Countess’s skips provided most
of the fittings in our converted barn, (once her milking parlour)
including all the doors, her wicker loo and marble basin.) Her
generous gardener, Bob Creed, donated saplings for our
iintended garden, now mature. So she lives on perpetually too.
The nucleus of King’s afforded the safe platform from which to
sample the changing century, rather in the manner of a lesser
Downton Abbey, a palette on which were painted scenes of
the twentieth century’s social transformations. None reaching
rural Somerset were sudden or startling, but without the serene
background of the school calendar, year in year out, and a new
intake of pupils, and the difficulties of staffing they would have
passed by imperceptibly. John would say he matured as the
School changed; they grew together.
The celebrations of the 500th anniversary recorded a variety
of both history and opinions about its importance to various
beneficiaries. In contrast, John’s ‘reminiscences’ (which can be
downloaded on the School website: https://www.kingsbruton.
com/500th-celebrations) explore its subjective anchorage
through a single life. Rather than attempt to summarise his
memories I thought it best to record impressions through his
(and its) decades, a diary of affection.
Philippa Rees
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NEWS of old Brutonians
50s
CHRISTOPHER BRAY (P52/56) walked
the Camino starting from St Jean Pied
de Port in 2019 with his ex-wife and
youngest daughter, Grace. He is now
writing his seventh book “13 Arrows”, to
join the other six already published.
JIM BRENAN (O59/64) is in regular
contact with MIKE ROBINSON (O59/64).
They live near each other and have both
been President of New Forest Hospital
Radio, based in Lymington Hospital.
CHRISTOPHER COOMBS (O52/55)
remembers fellow 81 year-old rugby
players from the 50s, JIM MOORE
(O52/55) and CHRIS BRAY (P52/56).
Christopher currently lives on Sint
Maarten Island in the Dutch Caribbean.
He also spends time in Canada. Seven
members of the Coombs family attended
King’s and all were in Old House.
CHRIS LEDGER (N53/58) is retired and
living at Salcombe. He plays a little golf
but his main interest is now in playing
bowls, both indoors and outdoors.
Michael Heming (O56-59) Michael
was installed as President of the Bristol
Savages in October 2019. The Bristol
Savages is the name of an arts, music
and entertainment society established
in Bristol in 1904. A number of OBs
are current members including Allen
Whittaker (P48/50), Chris Adams
(O54/59), Michael Barnfield (N69/74) and
Roger Gallannaugh (O54/57), a previous
president. When Michael Heming left
King’s he joined the family firm of fish
merchants but did not follow the musical
interests of his parents and grandfather,
preferring instead to play rugby for
Clifton for many years. He did find time
to act as stage director for the Bristol
Light Opera Company. Michael is now
a fine painter in oils, classic cars being
one of his specialist subjects. One of his
paintings is of his Daimler, seen in Bruton
at recent Days of Celebration.
Item contributed by Roger Gallannaugh
(O54/57)

IAN MORSE (O59/62) and COLIN
LAMBERT (O59/64) meet for lunch
several times a year.

caused on the end of term train home.

STUART MUSGROVE (O47/51) has been
in touch with a few anecdotes, hopefully
for insertion in a future edition of the
magazine.
GEOFFREY SCARDTHOMAS (P56/6O)
has just retired from 45 years in retail
fine arts and picture framing but
continues to work tirelessly within three
educational establishments, carrying out
exam invigilating and assisting in such
matters as graduation. Geoffrey has also
published two books – ‘The Shy Avenger’
and its sequel ‘Riverdown,’ (available on
Amazon).

WATSON, DAVID (N57/60) wearing his
boater!

60s
TIM BLANNING (O55/60) reports: ’The
German translation of Tim Blanning’s
award-winning biography of Frederick
the Great was published in 2019 to
critical acclaim and quickly became a
best seller’. https://www.amazon.co.uk/
Frederick-Great-Prussia-Tim-Blanning/
dp/1846141826
COLIN WILLIAMS (L65/68) reports that
his family company, Williams Shipping,
based in Southampton, celebrated
its 125th anniversary in 2019. Colin
is a fourth generation member of the
Williams company and works with his
nephew PHILIP WILLIAMS (P87/92),
amongst other family members.

70s

WARWICK CLARKE (O/B57/62) is
pleased to announce that his school
boater is still around! He notes that
the visible damage (since repaired) was

GRAHAM NEWLOVE (P66/71) has been
living and working in Sydney since 1976
and recently retired to the spectacular
Sunshine Coast of Queensland where he
is thoroughly enjoying a new
life of golf, tennis, boating, fishing and
swimming. He has been returning to the
UK regularly to visit his brother and also
father who sadly passed away a year
ago at the ripe old age of 96. During
his trips he has greatly enjoyed playing
a few (successful?) games of golf with
the prestigious OB Golf Society and is
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proudly in possession of their unique tie.
He’d be delighted to hear from anyone
who remembers him.

Research (1930s-’50s British Art/Society/
Politics).

son, Thomas. ‘We are fortunate as he
seems to be a very happy smiley chap’.

Robert reports the following news of 5 of
his cousins, all OBs!
JOHN ‘JACK’ SHELLEY (O57/60) is retired
from both medical practice and the
General Synod, and lives in Devon.
TOM SHELLEY (O58/63) is a retired Civil
Engineer living in Woodbridge, Suffolk.
KEVIN TARGET (O64/69) still works in
the oil industry.
NIGEL TARGET (O62/67) is a retired
Engineer living in Launceston, Tasmania
and spends some of his time looking
after goats!

MURSHED SALAM (P72/76) is a
businessman engaged in post-harvest
storage and boat building and currently
lives in Bangladesh.
ROBERT INGRAM (O67/70) retired
teacher and historic race car mechanic
is studying for a Masters in Art History

ROBERT WILSON (P73/78) reports that
for over 30 years he has owned and run
an architects’ practice in London. ‘We are
20 strong and enjoy a varied workload.
As part of our future it is our plan to
change the company to one owned by
the employees and this may allow me to
start taking a back seat’. In 2017 Robert
married Louise Fisher and in January
2019 they welcomed the arrival of their

80s
ROLAND LEDGER (N81/85) is based
in Monaco and working for a private
shipping company. He also has a house
in France.
MARK LEDGER (B83/86) is now living in
Ayrshire. He is a qualified arbitrator who
also advises on marine matters. Mark
completed the Chicago marathon in
October 2019.

BILL BURROUGH O67/72
Bill has been in contact from
Australia to reassure us that at the
time of writing, during the drought
and fires, he and Sally are well and
that damage to their property has
been limited.
Bill and Sally would like to thank OBs
for their expressions of concern in
recent months and are pleased to
Bill and Sally (nee Neill, Bruton
School for Girls) prior to the
report that they have to date survived
500th Anniversary Ball
the drought and Australian bush fires
and that their home on the far South Coast of New South Wales
and farm in the Southern Tablelands have escaped damage. Apart
from losing a few paddocks, buildings and livestock have been
saved thanks to the rural fire service, help from neighbours and the
grace of God! The shining light in all of this is some of the doubters
are now taking climate change more seriously!

Enjoying the 500th Anniversary Ball, left to right: Clive Wood (O70/74,
Bill Burrough (O67/72), Simon Leegood (69/73), Charlie Highett
(N69/74), Simon Tyler (L67/72), Tony Hockey (P69/74).
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JUSTIN BENTLEY-MARCHANT (N84/89)
has recently moved back to the UK after
working and living in Hong Kong and
Bangkok for 20 years and in the USA for
13 years. Justin now lives in Somerset
and would like to reconnect with OBs
from New House or his year groups.
DAVID JACKSON (O88/93) is currently
Acting Head at St Lawrence, Ramsgate
and will be Head of Farringtons School,
Chislehurst, from September 2020.
David was educated at King’s and read
Modern Foreign Languages at Durham
University before completing his PGCE
at the University of Cambridge. David
also recently obtained a distinction in his
Masters in Educational Leadership from
the University of Buckingham. He is a
passionate sportsman who also enjoys
singing, travelling and musical theatre.

RICHARD WHEELER (P48/52) has sent
in a short reminiscence that reminds us of
another anniversary – that of the restoring
of King’s endowments in 1550 by Edward VI.
Bruton Abbey had been dissolved in 1539
and the School’s endowments handed over
to Henry VIII.
The 500th Anniversary Video
When I saw my first moving pictures, I
was a very small boy indeed. I wondered,
what was it that made those images seem to move?
It was not until after I had somehow passed my Common Entrance exam and
arrived at Bruton, that I discovered a set of encyclopaedias. In those days prep
took place in the Memorial Library, and right there at my elbow could be found
the olden-day equivalent of Google: whatever I wanted to know was right there at
my fingertips.
One day, with my mind diverted as it often was from the study of Latin verbs, I
learned about persistence of vision. A fairly simple mechanical device could fool
the human brain into the belief that it might detect moving images from another
time and another place. Soon, I had badgered my father into providing me with a
cone camera, and I commenced building up a collection of films that would record
the “when, where and with whom” of much of my life.
You will not be surprised to know my very first pictures were of Bruton. By June
of 1950 it was Corpus Christi, and I had sacrificed tuck-shop goodies so as to have
funds for a small supply of film to record the event, in good old black and white.
Almost seventy years later, I have been flattered to see some of my shots included
in that very excellent promotional video which I am sure every Old Brutonian will
have been proud to see. Floreat Brutonia!
Shortly after I had hung up my King's blazer and peaked cap, I met Barbara Cox
whom I married in 1957. We are looking forward to our 63rd anniversary this
September.

On becoming the next Head of Farringtons
School, David says: “I am extremely
honoured and excited to have been
appointed as the next Head of Farringtons.
From my visits to the school, it is clear
that this is a very special place. Indeed,
my wife Fiona and I have been particularly
struck by the warm, familial atmosphere
and by the strength of the relationships
which exist between those who live
and work here. Farringtons quite rightly
prides itself on providing an outstanding
all-round education within a supportive
and nurturing environment. I am fully
committed to ensuring that the School
continues to help each of its pupils to
achieve their full academic potential, to
develop personally and to pursue a wide
range of extra-curricular interests. It is a
privilege to be inheriting such a flourishing
school with high aspirations for the
future, and I very much look forward to
leading and being part of the Farringtons
community in the years to come”.

JON FLAGG (L79/80) was the English
Speaking Union Exchange Student in
1979/80. He says: ‘I have remained in
contact over the years with fellow Upper 6th
students PETER ROBINSON (LYON 75/80)
and ANTHONY SHEWELL (LYON 76/80). I
have stayed with both of them repeatedly
over the years, and they with me’.
Jon has also maintained contact with David
Hindley: ‘We celebrated King’s 500th at
my home in Greenland, New Hampshire,
USA on the very day that King’s turned
500! Note my anniversary pin which
David brought to me, and yes, that is my
ORIGINAL King’s blazer from 1979!!

90s
LAURENCE JARRETT-KERR (N94/99)
Lawrence informs us: ‘After a 15 year
career as a graphic designer I’m starting
a market garden in Cornwall. I’ve
apprenticed with a Bruton local, Charles
Dowding’.
ANDREW PRITCHARD (N94/99) lives
in Taunton with wife and two children.
Andrew is Chief Operations Officer of
the newly merged local mental health
charity ‘Mind in Somerset’ (charity no
1109626 http://www.mindinsomerset.
org.uk, a trustee of newly founded charity
incorporated organisation Navigate (CIO
1182020 http://www.navigatecharity.org.
uk), and has recently been elected as a
Green Party councillor for Somerset West
and Taunton District Council https://
democracy.somersetwestandtaunton.
gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=349. He
watched all three cricket World Cup
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Jonathan Evans (N71/75) has attached a letter to celebrate
the 500th anniversary of King’s foundation together with news of
a happy reunion. The letter has been sent with the knowledge and
approval of Sharon Pashley, nee Shannon, (W 73/75).
I started at King’s in 1971 and settled in reasonably quickly. I
enjoyed the sport and the academic side of King’s. I was one of
a few who started in New House during the summer term with
Mr John Neal as the Housemaster.
King’s in the 70s was boys only, except in the sixth form when
approximately 20 young ladies were brought in every day from
the Hall School in Bratton Seymour near Wincanton.
I was, in a way, very lucky being the second smallest pupil at
the School, so, maybe the (second) cutest! I seemed popular
with the ladies from the Hall School. I of course, enjoyed the
popularity no end.
During this time I came to know a few of the girls, but one
young lady became a great friend to me, her name was Sharon
Shannon. Sharon was always there for a chat or just a wave as
we both raced across in the mornings to the ‘Mem Hall’. The
excuse in those days, if late for a lesson and you were feeling
lucky enough to get away with a smart remark, was that the
traffic was ‘bad’.
2019 games in Taunton with fellow OB
CHARLES PRICE (L94/99).
BEN SHEPHARD (P93/98)
Ben lives on Dartmoor with his family
and dog. He is the International Sales
Director and shareholder of a company
called Brigantes (based in Exeter) that
supplies outdoor equipment to Global
Militaries. In his spare time he is also
a member of Mountain Rescue in the
North Dartmoor team. His children are
Willa (5) and Magnus (2). This year he
celebrates 10 years married to his wife
Abby.
JOHN WALTON (O94/99) has just
celebrated his second anniversary
living on the Côte Roannaise in central
France where he is still enjoying life as an
aviation journalist. A first this year was
participating in a full three-day all-French
Airbus press event in Toulouse. A-level
French is certainly continuing to come
in useful. He is also delighted to report
that he has recently been appointed the
managing editor of the World of Aviation
magazine.

00s
MARK DEMETTRE (N04/09) was headhunted 18 months ago by a major US
company to develop software in their
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Time progressed and to my huge surprise I was told by Mr
Neal that I was leaving at the end of the summer term, 1975.
I was in total shock and spent my time saying my goodbyes.
However for some reason I did not get Sharon’s address or
contact details.
After some years I wondered how everyone was whom I knew
at King’s and Sharon was always at the forefront of my thoughts.
So, every year from 1976 I scoured the OBA magazine and
wrote to everyone I knew who might know of Sharon. In the
summer of 2002 I wrote again, and after a while I received a
reply. It was Sharon. I called her that night and we had a twohour conversation, purely reminiscing. We arranged to meet in
the summer of 2010. We had not seen each other for 35 years.
It was quite simply extraordinary and very moving.
We are still in contact, I am so pleased to say, now both having
grown-up children and having become proud grandparents.
We both attended celebrations of King’s 500th anniversary; I
at St Paul’s in February and Sharon went to the Summer Ball
Long may the School and all pupils both past and present
relish their time at King’s. It did without a doubt mould me into
the person I am today and for that I am eternally grateful.
Floreat Brutonia

Amsterdam office. He is now settled in
this vibrant city, sharing a roomy 3rd floor
apartment with his Brussels born and
educated girlfriend.
MARTIN TILLBROOK (P95/00) has
successfully climbed Mount Kilimanjaro,
(phots below) reaching the summit on
the morning of 1st Jan 2020 and raising
just over £3700 for Hope and Homes
for Children. Martin has supported this
charity since walking from Land’s End to
John O’Groats after he left King’s in 2000.

10s
JAKE BUNDAY (L07/12) is currently
working at Sandroyd Prep School as
Head of Hockey and also teaching History
and Geography.
ENFYS EVANS (P09/14) received a
distinction in her MSc in History of Art,
Theory and Display from Edinburgh
University. Her dissertation title was “The
Politics of Berlin Street Art”. Her first degree
was in English Literature and History.
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Lionel Hemsley, (P46-48), recently sent in news of a reunion
with Eddington House boys, evacuees who had been with King’s
boys in Plox during the 1939-45 war. This appeared in last year’s
magazine. Before arriving at King’s, he passed most of the War as an
evacuee at Chipping Campden Grammar School where his parents
had sent him to keep him safe. He can remember the bombers
going over on the night of the Coventry air raids, but most of his
recollections revolve around his unhappiness at being separated
from his family – and around food!
“At Chipping Campden, the headmaster’s wife was in charge of
the catering, and we had exactly the same menu for the same
day of the week. We always knew on Thursdays there wouldn’t
be a dessert at lunch, there’d be an apple and cheese. And
on another day there’d be tapioca, which was regarded as
frogspawn and not very popular. And marg, I don’t think we saw
much of butter. The margarine was put on a plate and you sort
of helped yourself to margarine. The jam was always plum, so
I can no longer eat... Well, I can eat plum jam but I wouldn’t by
choice. Put me off plum jam for life.
I was a vegetarian. When I was about three or four, I found it
not possible to eat meat or fish; I don’t know whether that was
psychological and unconscious, I certainly had nausea anyway,
and so my mother didn’t force the issue. At school they tried to
force the issue, and I remember sitting for over an hour after
lunch eating this fish a morsel at the time, until eventually the
assistant matron Miss Toser said I needn’t bother. And they
never tried to force me after that. But under the rationing
system I had a large chunk of cheese in lieu of meat coupons; in
fact, I had coupons for nuts as well, and I’d keep this large chunk
of cheese in my locker and cut a bit off every meal, and I had
cashew nuts which were very tasty. Under the rationing system
if you were a vegetarian you had a presumably equal amount of
protein in extra cheese and nuts instead of the meat coupons.
But what I did add to my food was Marmite. I was very keen
on Marmite, and I popped a bottle in the pocket of my grey
suit and carried it around all day, so that’s why my sister said I
smelt always like Marmite, so I had my own pot of Marmite all
the way through, because it really made even the most horrible
margarine edible!”
When he was eleven, under advice from his headmaster, Lionel
moved to King’s Bruton, where he found himself mixed in with
the boys from Eddington House....
“…which was a Prep school evacuated from Herne Bay, which
had been emptied out during the War. Anyway, by the time
I arrived at Bruton, the school was in one of these medieval
almshouses founded in, I think, the 1600s and there were still
old ladies living there. There was a chapel there where we
had services and I can remember reading the bible once with
the old ladies paying full attention. There were two very large
classrooms with a wooden sliding door and this had a stage
in it where the headmaster or teacher, usually sat when giving
lessons.
The Hippodrome was the concert party that I set up, and
goodness knows why the other boys joined in, but anyway, we
used to use the stage and we’d sing songs and read poems.
I can’t remember what the singing was like! And I think there
were probably humorous sketches. It was named after a BBC
programme, with Enoch, Ramsbottom and Lovejoy, who were
comedians. I called myself John Henry, which was the name

of my father’s favourite pre-war comedian, who had a sidekick
called Buttercup. So the group of boys (Ian Luetchford was
Buttercup, Tilman was Ramsbottom, Hudson (Ian) (N48-52) was
Enoch, and Dallas was Lovejoy) performed in all these things.
At the end, when the War ended, we, the whole school moved
back to Herne Bay. Now the boys that were supposed to be
going to King’s School, some of those stayed behind, but some
didn’t like it, in particular didn’t like the Housemaster and his
wife – particularly his wife who was an old battle-axe. We had
no desire to stay so about half the final lot who started the next
term at Eddington House were from Bruton.
Back in Herne Bay, the Hippodrome got a bit more ambitious,
and though I don’t quite recall where we did our performances,
one of the huts at the school, a big hut, had a stage in it, so
we might have used that. But we certainly used that for the
pantomimes. Amongst my written stuff I’ve still kept, what 67
years from then, is Billy Bunter, Robin Hood, who rescued the
Babes in the Wood, and Cinderella, and I guess we also carried
on with the songs and things, because I’ve got a book of songs,
about half of which were written in Bruton, and the other half
at Herne Bay.”
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Canon Christopher Cook (P44/48)
Christopher came all the way from Howick, Natal, South
Africa, to the weekend of the 500th Celebrations last year.
There was much to delight and surprise him 71 years
after leaving King’s. He particularly enjoyed the service
at St Mary’s, ‘the spiritual home of my youth’. A visit to
Priory House, ‘the luxuriously transformed Priory for Girls,
compared to the bare boards of my day’ was another
highlight together with the pleasure of a surprise meeting
of a brother of a late good friend and fellow priest in South
Africa. We mentioned the 60th anniversary of Christopher’s
ordination to the Priesthood in the magazine last year and
he has now included this photograph.

The Talisker Whisky Atlantic 
Challenge 2020
Alex Soskin (O99/04) will be part of a
four-man team of close friends rowing
3,000 miles across the Atlantic, from La
Gomera in the Canaries to Antigua in the
Caribbean, in the Talisker Whisky Atlantic
Challenge on the 12th December this year.
Alex and the team will be raising money
and awareness for two charities they are
very strongly affiliated to: ‘MIND’ (Mental
Health) and the ‘Christina Noble Children’s
Foundation’ (an international NGO,
dedicated to serving the world’s oppressed
and marginalized children). Their aim is to
raise £200,000.
Alex describes the forthcoming hardships:
‘The race is one like no other. It is an endurance race across one
of the world's most dangerous oceans, in what is dubbed ‘The
World’s Toughest Row’. Enduring sleep deprivation, dehydration,
huge calorie deficits, hallucinations, salt sores, 60ft waves and
physical and mental exhaustion, we will be rowing with the
ambition to break the World Record of 29 days and 15hrs.

The First Week - A culture shock

We are expecting the first week to be the toughest, with the
sudden culture shock of life at sea, combined with sleep
deprivation caused by our shift patterns and undoubtedly some
levels of sea sickness. We will experience a bizarre combination of
claustrophobia – due to our small boat and even smaller cabins
– and agoraphobia resulting from the vast seas that will surround
us. The first 24 hours have been described as a ‘dizzying blur of
sensory overload’, which most rowers can’t even remember later
on.

Shift Patterns - 2hrs on, 2hrs off...

We are aiming to row in pairs, 2 hours on, 2 hours off, around
the clock for the duration of the crossing. The theory is that 2
hours is just long enough to get a decent 90-minute sleep cycle
(although in practice this is likely to be much less) whilst short
enough to maintain a good rowing pace. We also plan to stagger
the shift changes so that there is some variation between rowing
partners.
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Sickness - Will we get seasick?

We get asked a lot if we get seasick. Most people
do suffer from some form of seasickness;
however, it doesn’t always surface as nausea, but
sometimes is revealed as sleepiness or a bad
temper.
Seasickness usually passes within 3 to 4 days.

Water - What do we drink?

We will have an electronic water-maker installed
on our boat, capable of converting enough
saltwater into drinking water to meet our needs
each day. The 50 litres of ballast on the boat
can also be used as emergency drinking water;
however, if we break the seals on these, we will be disqualified
from the race.

Temperature - Uncomfortably hot

The route takes us just north of the equator where temperatures
can approach 40 degrees Celsius at times. With the added
reflection of the sun off the sea, we will be taking a substantial
amount of sun cream (under strict instructions from our better
other halves), and long-sleeved UV clothing to protect us from
getting burnt in this harsh environment. Smaller waves will
make us constantly vulnerable to “lap dumps” – about a bucket
of water straight in the lap – whereas the larger waves will soak
us completely. This means we will have to keep our cabin doors
closed at all times to reduce any risk of water ingress, leaving our
tiny sleeping quarters to become a floating fibreglass sauna’.
The challenge itself is the culmination of 2 years of meticulous
planning, preparation, education, organising, fundraising and training
and they are looking for Corporate Partners/Sponsors to join them on
their journey and for donations to their chosen charities. ‘Just in order
to reach the start line in La Gomera, we need to raise in excess of
£115,000 to purchase our boat, safety equipment, kit, race entry, food
packs and complete our rigorous training’.
To contact Alex and the team, email them at info@oardacity.com
For more information on becoming a Sponsor or donating please
visit their website - www.oardacity.com
And please follow their journey on: Instagram - @oardacity
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/teamoardacity/
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Old Brutonians attend Evensong
at Bristol Cathedral
On Thursday 5th March, seven Old Brutonians met at Bristol
Cathedral, supporting King’s Chapel Choir as they sang
Evensong. The idea was masterminded by Roger Gallannaugh
(O54/57) who is always keen to bring the OB community
together and support the School.

amazes me how far people will travel to support the School.
What is brilliant is that no matter what year you were at the
School, there is always common ground to discuss. I hope to
meet more of you at any such events we may eventually be able
to organise later in the year."

Meeting shortly before the service began, the OBs shared
refreshments with the Chapel Choir. This afforded them the
opportunity to chat with pupils and catch up with some of the
teaching staff, including Ashley Marshfield, Director of Music.
The service was a glorious affair and the stunning setting of
the Cathedral provided unique acoustics, which the Chapel
Choir used to their advantage. Following the service, the Old
Brutonians retired to a nearby hotel bar to reminisce over a
drink or two.
Emilie Head, the OBA Assistant Secretary also attended and
says: “I really enjoyed meeting recent Old Brutonians; it always

Michael (David) Heming (O56/59), Peter Nisbet (P49/52), Roger Gallannaugh
(O54/57), Cherry (friend of several OBs), David Twining-Harris (O53/56), Michael
Barnfield (N69/74). Other OBs in attendance were Hebe Young (W12/17) who
sang in the Chapel Choir whilst at King’s and John Marshall (P46/50), as well as
Anthony Palmer, recently retired Senior Warden.

OBA Presidents’ Lunch
In September, as part of the School’s continuing 500th
celebrations, past and present Old Brutonian Association
Presidents attended the first OBA Presidents’ Lunch at Buck’s
Club in Mayfair, London. They included former OB Presidents:
Roger Gallannaugh, Peter Phillips, Keith Loney, Sally Snook, Chris
Rhys-Jones, Richard Sullivan, John Longman, Ian Stuart, Kirsten
Palmer and David Fleming, as well as current Vice President,
Gemma Brunton. Treasurer Michael West and Hon Secretary
Rose Vigers-Belgeonne were also present
Some 350 metres from where they were seated, the OBA had
begun life one summer’s evening on 27th June 1892, during the
final decade of Queen Victoria’s reign, at Limmer’s Hotel, Hanover
Square, when thirty-five old boys from King’s had gathered for a
reunion dinner.
The Old Brutonian Association was formed at the start of the

next calendar year, 1893, with the stated aim that the Association
should “maintain and promote contact amongst Old Brutonians
and support the interests of those attending the School”.
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the Queen Elizabeth Music School
These wonderful photos of the Queen Elizabeth Music School in its central position next to
Old House reveal new vistas into Bruton as well as capturing the eye with its exciting design.
Ashley Marshfield is Director of Music at King’s and has kindly
reviewed the features that make the Music School such a
special place to work in.
‘The Queen Elizabeth Music School provides King’s with stateof-the-art facilities for the effective teaching and performance
of music. The Recital Hall is the perfect venue for both large
end of term concerts and smaller recitals, with superb acoustics
including adjustable curtains and endless lighting possibilities.
The practice rooms provide space for visiting music teachers
to deliver around 150 individual music lessons each week and
a space for pupils to practise; some of the practice rooms
are large enough for small ensembles such as smaller Jazz
Ensembles and a String Quartet to rehearse. A sound proof
Percussion Room is perfect for the delivery of percussion
and drum kit lessons without disturbing others. There are
two classrooms for the delivery of academic music and music
technology. One has a suite of PCs and the smaller classroom,
used to deliver A Level Music Technology, has four Macs
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running Logic Pro X. On the first floor, a full recording studio
offers facilities that are unparalleled in the South West, with a
recording room and separate vocal booth in addition to the
control room. The Recital Hall is also linked to the studio.
The foyer is most impressive, creating the ability to share much
of the space of the large classroom by adjusting the moveable
walls. There is an office for the Director of Music, toilets and a
staff room.
At the front of the building, the historic core of King’s, the Old
House Yard has been transformed into a superb open space. At
the rear, there is an additional outdoor performance space and
room for guests to enjoy refreshments in the sunshine.
The Queen Elizabeth Music School has transformed the musical
education and experience that we can offer our pupils, local
community and visitors. We are most grateful for the generous
support offered from OBs that enabled this project to be
completed.’
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BIRTHS
BERMENT-PARR, IAIN (Formerly Parr)
(N02/07) and Claire, a son Théodore
Pierre, born in Birmingham on 5th
December 2019. Théodore is a brother
to Léna Sophie.

EDWARDS, RORY (O98/03), and wife
Nathalie, a daughter Margot Alexandra
Edwards on 14th March 2020.

BRADLEY, LUCY (NEE CLARKE), (A/
P03/07), a daughter Phoebe Joy Bradley,
born 9th May 2019.

CHILD, ROBERT (P97/02) and Victoria,
their second son, Henry Roy Child,
on 13th September 2019 at Matilda
International Hospital in Hong Kong.
Robert is moving with family to
Singapore in March 2020 and would
welcome being contacted by any OBs
who live there and would like to meet up.

DAMBORSKY, MATEJ (O07/09), a
daughter Alma Damborska, born 23rd
October 2019. Matej was an HMC
Scholar from the Czech Republic.

HOWE, TOM (N87/90) and wife Rachel
Howe, a daughter Ivy Mae Howe on 14th
October 2019. Ivy was delivered by
emergency C-section at 26 weeks but to
everyone’s delight is doing exceedingly
well. Tom notes that like her father, Ivy
is impatient and couldn’t be bothered to
wait for her official due date.

MUMFORD, CLEMENCY (NEE
STANFORD-TUCK) (P04/09) and Dave
Mumford, a son Bertie Max Mumford on
18th October 2019.

GUEST, EMILY (NEE JAMESON)
(P00/05) and Humphrey, a daughter,
Florence Lilly Guest on 29th July 2019.

PAULLEY, EMILY (P/A99/04) and
Martin Townsend, a daughter Ani-Mae
Townsend on 26th January 2020 at the
Royal London Hospital. Emily and Martin
were to be married on 28th May 2020,
but have rescheduled due to
Coronavirus for a 2021 wedding.

PRICE, TOM (B07/12), a son Rapha
born 24th September 2019. Tom has
recently moved from London to
Somerset.

SLINGO, CHLOE (A13/18), a daughter
Delara Mary Gharibi on the 30th
September 2019.
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TICKNER, FRANK (P97/02) and Abi, a
daughter Grace Audrey on 15th October
2019, a sister to Felix.

Engagements
BUNDAY, RU (L04/09) to Ellie Kerr.
They are planning a summer 2020
wedding in the Yorkshire Dales.

BELGEONNE, Sebastien (L13/15)
and Samantha, a son Harley on 21st
December 2019.

HARVEY, DAVID (O75/80) to Marian
Hall in Berkshire, All Saints’ Church,
Binfield on 23rd March 2019. David’s
brother Simon (O77/82) was in
attendance.

BRAY, CHRISTOPHER (P52/56)
announces his engagement to an
extraordinary Croatian lady! See 50s
News page 15 too.
GRANT, JENNIFER (A09/13) to Sam
Weinandy. They hope to be married in
July 2020 in the USA.
WESTLEY, REBECCA (W07/12) to
BAILLON, TOM (B08/13).

WEDDINGS

DOWN, TOM (O05/08), to Bethan
Williamson on Saturday 3rd August 2019.
George Winstone (O05/10) was best
man and guests included James CatleyDay (B05/10), Dave Masters (O03/07)
and Charlie Garai (B05/10) amongst
others.
CROWCOMBE, DR MATT (P97/02) to
Claudia Titley in Robertson, South Africa
on 22nd December 2019.

ADAMS, CHRISTIAN PHILLIPS
(O03/05) to Eleri Wynne at the
National Museum, Cardiff, in the French
Impressionist Gallery in front of La
Parisienne by Renoir, before having the
reception in the main hall underneath
Dippy The Dinosaur! OBs in attendance
included Chris Pidsley (O00/05),
Charlie Bonham Christie (O00/05),
Dave McGahey (O01/05), Julian Cosby
(B00/05), Dominic Pudney (N00/05),
Roger Beach (N00/05) and Rory Trevis
(O00/05), not pictured.
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LIDDELL-GRAINGER, SOPHIE (W07/11)
to Jamie Boardman on Saturday 10th
August 2019 at Crowcombe Church with
a reception after at Crowcombe Court.
OBs attending included May LiddellGrainger (W06/11), Kate Flavell (W06/11),
Bee Heal (W07/12), Lottie Carpenter
(W10/13), Rebecca Westley (W07/12),
Milly Corrigan (W06/11), Tom Baillon
(B08/13) and Rose Vigers-Belgeonne
(Hon OB). Several other members of the
King’s staff were also in attendance for
the wonderful day.

EDWARDS, JAMES (P/L00/05) to Abbey
Fortescue, near Bude on 22nd June 2019.
OBs in attendance included Ed Marsh,
B00/05), Will Edwards (P97/02), Dominic
Pudney (N00/05), Oliver Harris (B00/05)
and Ben Batt (B00/05) .

FENWICK, SUKEY (A08/13) to Harry
Holder in Cornwall, 25th May 2019.

OZANNE, LUCY (P/A06/09) to David
Bell in 2019. In attendance were OBs
Andrew Sage (B04/09), Joe Harris
(N08/09), George Beresford-Stooke
(O04/09), Joe Collins (B04/09), Matt
Wilcox (B04/09), Clemency Mumford
(P04/09), Emilie Rushmere (A07/09),
Becks Kaye (W07/09), Isaiah Atwiine
(N07/09), Miles Damant (B04/09),
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CHAMPION, JOHN (N59/64) died on
19th June 2019. See obituaries.

Rob Thomas (B04/09), James Keeping
(L07/09)

GARBUTT, ISOBEL died in October
2019. Isobel was a part time nurse in
the Sanatorium for many years during
the 1980s and 1990s. Isobel was mother
to Alasdair (B85/90), Andrew (B85/90)
and Richard (O84/89).
JANES, JULIAN (O76/81) died in 2019.
No further details are known.

SIMPSON, ELEANOR (A/P00/05) to
Alastair McCormick on 8th June 2019.
OBs in attendance included Roderick
Simpson (B64/68), Andy Simpson
(B95/99), Richard Simpson (B97/02), Nick
Simpson (B07/12), Rich Boyd (N91/96),
Kim Davey (W00/05), Sophie Hutchings
(P03/05), Sophie Barnfield (P00/05),
Jenny Stevenson (P00/05), Henrietta
Kelsey (P03/05), Emily Jameson (P00/05),
Gilly Hewitt-Stubbs (P00/05), Kathryn
Pentecost (P00/05) and Alice Plein
(P03/04).

WATTS, ANNA (W02/07) to Fred Baty at
St Mary’s, Bruton on 14th September 2019
and celebrated afterwards at Court Farm
near Frome. Fellow OBs in attendance
included Tom Baillon (B08/13), Rebecca
Westley (W07/12), Iona Liddicoat
(W07/12), Sophie Liddell-Grainger
(W07/12), Brittany Heal (W07/12), Nigel
Watts (staff and father, HonOB), David
Watts (O95/00).

KINNISON, PETER (O44/48) died in
2020. See obituaries.

Deaths

RILEY PHILIP (P87/92) died on 18th July
2019. See obituaries.

BAKER, MICHAEL GEORGE (P50/52)
died on 12th October, 2019. Reported by
George Warry (O46/51)
BICKNELL, BRIAN (O61/63) died on 30th
July 2019. See obituaries.

MADDOX, RUTHVEN (P40/44) died in
January 2020. See obituaries.
MAUGER, JOHN (P50/52) died in June
2019. His daughter Emma notes that
he took much pleasure from keeping
abreast of King’s news and was a regular
user of the KSB website.
MOORE, BRIAN (O45/49) died in 2019.
See obituaries.

ROBINSON, MICHAEL (N/P40/44) died
on 5th June 2019. See obituaries.
SYNGE, HUGH FRANCIS (N46/51) has
died recently. He lived near Sevenoaks.
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RUTHVEN MADDOX (P40/44)
1926 - 2020

JOHN CHAMPION (N59/64)
1944 - 2019

It is with tremendous sadness that we
announce the death of John Champion, an
OB of King's in the 1960s.
In February 2019 John was taken into
Stoke Mandeville Hospital with a lump
in his neck. The lump was diagnosed
as aggressive lymphoma in the tonsils
and John was put on a course of
chemotherapy. The treatment failed to
prove effective after a full course and so
he decided to receive palliative care from
the Rennie Grove Hospice team. On 19th
June 2019 he passed away.
John was born and brought up in
Frome, Somerset. He married Bobbie
in 1967 and had two sons, James and
Charles.
John had a successful career in Human
Resources, his first job being in Express
Dairies which took him around the UK. He
joined Grand Metropolitan in the 1970s
and was posted to Saudi Arabia (1982- 86)
and Alaska (1986-87). On returning to the
UK, John and Bobbie moved to Marlow.
Later in his career he joined Armstrong
World Industries and then retired in 2002,
starting his own consultancy specialising
in HR and health and safety, keeping him
busy until 2018.
John played a huge part in the Six
Counties Kidney Patients Association
(SCKPA) following his diagnosis of
polycystic kidney disease in 1997 and then
became its chairman between 2007 and
2017. In this role he supported patients in
all aspects of their treatment.
Gru and James Champion
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Brian Meredith Moore O45/49
1931 - 2019
After leaving King’s, my brother, Brian,
spent a year working in a bank in Bristol
before being conscripted into the RAF.
Following postings in the Middle East he
resumed his banking career with Barclays
Dominion, Colonial and Overseas Bank.
Brian was initially posted to Trinidad
where he met his wife Joy. A move to
Grenada saw the birth of his daughter
Gail and during a subsequent posting to
Barbados, another daughter Linda was
born.
Brian held other overseas positions
including in the Bahamas, New York,
Kenya and Zimbabwe.
Finally based in the UK, he travelled
for several months at a time with Joy to
numerous countries, including Australia,
New Zealand, Hong Kong, Argentina and
Uganda as a senior bank inspector.
Brian retired to a riverside house in Old
Windsor. He moored a boat at the bottom
of his garden and spent many happy
hours cruising on the Thames, much to
the delight of his grandchildren who were
willing crew.
After 49 years of marriage Brian was
widowed in 2006. He subsequently
married Sheila who came from Brian's
childhood home town of Exmouth, and
moved to a new house in Marlow. His
high regard for KSB was evidenced by his
visit to his old school as recently as 2018.
James David Moore, (O52/56)

Ruthven “Riv” Maddox, aged 93, of
Hillsboro, Missouri, died in January, 2020.
He was the grandson of the man who
invented the Maddox Rod, a tool used in
ophthalmology. Ruthven was a medical
product export sales manager for
Sherwood Medical Industries of St. Louis
and an avid world traveller, having lived
in Australia, West Africa and India as well
as in England, where he was born. He
grew up in Chester and attended King’s in
the early forties. Drafted into the British
Army in 1944 he served during World
War II and for a few subsequent years
as an army map maker. He met his late
wife on the RMS Queen Mary, and they
lived in Australia for many years before
moving to Missouri after the birth of their
sons where he lived in Jefferson County
for 29 years. His work at Sherwood
brought him repeatedly to every country
in Latin America, fuelling his love for
Latin American culture He was preceded
in death by his wife of 50 years, Jane
(Gafney) Maddox. He is survived by two
sons, Kevin and Sean; two grandsons,
Nicolas and Lucas; a sister: Thelma
Maddox Whyte of England and numerous
other family members and friends. A
memorial service took place in February
at the Lake Wauwanoka Community
Centre.
The obituary above has been provided
by Sean Maddox. He adds that Ruthven
often spoke of King’s and kept a lovely
old aerial photograph of the school
campus on his living-room wall. He was
disappointed not to be well enough
to attend the OBA New York event in
November 2019.
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PHILIP RILEY (P87/92)
1973-2019

As many of you will know 2019 has
been very sad with the sudden death
of Philip on 18th July aged 45 years. He
had been determined to beat Hodgkin’s
lymphoma which had been diagnosed on
Christmas Eve 2018, and he had a very
upbeat attitude right to the end. He had
so much to plan and live for, especially
his forthcoming wedding arranged for
August 2020. Unfortunately, following
his last chemo session in mid-June a
series of infections and a reaction to
certain drugs left him with irreparable
lung damage and the end was mercifully
quick.
Philip had enjoyed life to the full.
He had so many fond memories of
school and especially at King’s where
he developed his love for science,
astronomy and the classics. He was
so sorry he couldn’t attend the King’s
500th Anniversary Ball for which he had
tickets, but feared he might have fallen
asleep by 9pm! He certainly intended
being involved in future events. Likewise,
student days at Imperial College and
his physics degree course, a graduate
of 1995, were all relished, along with his
social life in the bars of South Kensington
and the friendships made there.
In his twenties and thirties he was a
world- wide traveller, following cricket
and rugby tours overseas. The cricket
result in July, which he watched from
his hospital bed, much thrilled him as

would the success of the England rugby
squad! He loved to explore America,
the Far East, Mexico, Australia and New
Zealand. He was always a popular and
jovial personality, fun to be with, always
supportive of friends and family. More
recently he had lived at Blandford Forum
with his fiancée, Samantha, and her
daughters Francesca and Merrilees.
He would have loved renewing so
many friendships and meeting so many
acquaintances who gathered at his
funeral including his former headmaster,
Tony Beadles and housemaster, Andrew
Leach. Speeches were given by his
brother John (P91/96), nieces Jessica
and Georgiana, his great friend David
Alderman from New Zealand and stepdaughters Francesca and Merrilees.
More than 150 people were seated in the
village church, St Mary the Virgin, Nortonsub-Hamdon, and many more gathered
at the Lord Nelson during the course
of the afternoon! It was a great party of
which he would have heartily approved!
As so often happens so many positives
come from tragic circumstances and
his friends have rallied to raise money
for the Fortuneswell Chemotherapy
Unit at the Dorset County Hospital in
his memory. He was so grateful for the
wonderful care he received there at all
stages of his treatment. Planned for 2020
is a sponsored bike ride, a summer party
and lots more. https://www.justgiving.
com/fundraising/daves-jogle
Terence and Caroline Riley (Hon OB),
father and step-mother

BRIAN BICKNELL (O61-63)
1946 - 2019

Brian died in July 2019. After leaving
King’s he went to Technical College in
Bristol to prepare for life in the building
industry. He worked his way up through
the family building and development
company and then took a break to
become a steward on the yacht of Sam
Spiegel, the American film producer. This
led him to become an accomplished
and hospitable seaman at the helm of
successive Sunseeker motor cruisers.
He created a successful building and
development company in his own name,
also forming the local firm of Foot and
Bicknell in Bruton. He was a long standing
member of the Bristol University Literary
Club. Friends and business acquaintances
remember him for his thoughtful and
kind manner, a humorous yet capable
companion at the helm, and one to enjoy
good company.
Roger Gallannaugh (O54/57)

1930-2020

Peter Michael Lyon Kinnison
(O44/48)

Peter’s son Guy has written in with the sad
news of his father’s death at the age of 89.
Peter remembered his time at King’s with
great fondness, last visiting the School in
the late 80s and immensely enjoying the
experience. He treasured and still wore his
school tie up until he passed away.
As a pupil at King’s, Peter evidently
enjoyed his sport, playing for the second
teams in both rugby and cricket as well as
being awarded his House running colours.
A cremation was held at Alford
crematorium in Lincolnshire in February
Guy Lyon Kinnison
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The Four Hundredth Anniversary
Corpus Christi 1919
of Taunton, Governors, masters and boys as well as parents and
friends. Some 600 invitees attended. These of course included the
parents of those OBs killed in action and The Dolphin report points
to the sympathy most keenly felt for these parents for whom the
occasion was one ‘of renewed suffering as well as of deepened pride’.
In his address, the Bishop of London noted that out of 262 OBs who
served, 43 were killed, 9 had died, 35 were wounded, 35 had received
decorations and 21 had been mentioned in dispatches. Ten present
or past masters had served, four with especial distinction.

As we remind ourselves of the colourful and hugely enjoyable celebrations
of last year’s 500th anniversary, an interesting set of contrasts may be
drawn from an examination of the events organised 100 years before, at
a very different period in the history of both the country and the School.

At 1pm the School Buglers summoned everyone to lunch in a
marquee on Abbey Field and at 3pm the foundation stone of The
Four Hundredth Anniversary and War Memorial Buildings was laid
by the Bishop of London, Dr Arthur Winnington-Ingram, with the
help of a silver trowel from the Architect, Mr A J Pictor. A tea followed
and the OBA met in Old House. At this meeting, the last item
discussed was Rugby Football, during which ‘it was resolved that the
OBA would view with satisfaction the introduction of Rugby football
into the School’. An evening concert took place in the Unionist Hall
at which were sung the School Song and 'God Save the King'.

The Summer Term of 1919 was to lead to celebrations and the hope
of more prosperous times ahead both at King’s and across the nation.
On June 28th, the Treaty of Versailles would be signed, signalling the
end of the Great War and just previously, on the 19th, more locally,
King’s commemoration celebrations included the laying of the
foundation stone for the Memorial Hall Buildings. These buildings
had been some time in the planning by the Governors. There was
a clear practical need for an assembly hall, a library and classrooms
but this was an opportunity also to construct a fitting memorial to the
OBs who had died in the bloodshed of the Great War.

Looking back, these celebrations of 100 years ago appear more
sober to us in the modern day and of course no royalty were
present. Given the then recent horrors of the Great War, a more
muted commemoration would have been entirely appropriate in
view of the loss of so many lives by the School. Money was tight too.
At the ceremony, the Senior Warden, the Rt. Hon. Henry Hobhouse
mentioned the ‘slender income’ of the School and the magazine
article warns that ‘with regard to the new buildings it must be
realised that the difficulties in the way of rapid completion are very
great.’ The construction was eventually completed in 1924.

In The Dolphin magazine for the summer term of 1919 a long article
provides much detail of how the preparations and the day itself
unfolded. The prevailing mood of optimism was derived from the
realisation that despite the loss of so many friends and relatives
there was no longer the lurking fear of additional casualties with the
coming of each passing day. The weather was fittingly kind. A cloudy
start was followed by brilliant sunshine in the afternoon, and in the
town, residents had shown much goodwill in providing lodgings
for many parents and OBs; many residents hung out flags. The
committee overseeing arrangements, headed up by Headmaster
Charles Tremlett and his wife, had made plans which were ‘admirably
carried out in every respect’.

And so, just as the Memorial Buildings dramatically altered the face
of the School, taking it across the road for the first time, so too in our
time the new Queen Elizabeth Music School is having an impressive
impact, rejuvenating the original heart of the School. In the 1860s the
Governors had devised a plan to create a quadrangle surrounded
by new buildings to create the feel of an Oxford College. Indeed the
gothic design of the Memorial Hall itself was said to be based on
Wadham College, Oxford, with which the School had links. A new
Headmaster’s House was built, later to be extended to create what
we know as New House, but the rest of the plan died an early death.

Just before 11am the clergy headed the procession into the
church with guests including the Bishop of London and the Bishop
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With the new Music School we now have something akin to a
quadrangle occupying the site of the original school playground,
around which can be seen buildings covering all 500 years of the
School’s history.
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IN SEARCH OF THOMAS RUSSELL
Kirsten Palmer (Immediate Past President of the OBA) and I are working on
a book. Its subject is an Elizabethan Old Brutonian named Thomas Russell.
Kirsten has already taken an enormous number of photographs on our
travels to relevant sites: so far, Strensham in Worcestershire where Thomas
was born, Bruton where he grew up, Oxford where he was a student and
the parish of Aldermanbury in the City of London where he met his second
wife. Kirsten will also be responsible for the book’s design. I, meanwhile,
have been working on the text. I hope the project won’t take us much
longer and that we will eventually be able to make the finished product
readily available to a wider public, not least our fellow Old Brutonians.
What follows is the Introduction to what, for the moment, we might call In
Search of Thomas Russell. Incidentally, this is not a sales pitch! I write at
the request of the Editor.
This book has been a long time in the making. Indeed, you could claim that it
began back in 1963 when I joined the Staff of King’s School, Bruton to teach
English. Shortly after my arrival, the then Bursar of the School, David Hickley,
asked me if I realised that one of the executors of Shakespeare’s will had
been a boy at Bruton. This was news to me and exciting news too: somehow,
suddenly I had a personal connection (albeit very slight) with the greatest poet
that ever lived.
Initially, therefore, I became an enthusiastic advocate of the story and
passed the good news on to several generations of my pupils, most of whom,
it has to be said, remained noticeably unimpressed. And who could blame
them. I had no name for this friend of Shakespeare’s, no details of his life and
no explanation of how a Somerset schoolboy had ended up as the trusted
friend of the great London playwright, back living in Warwickshire by the time
of his death.
Thus the story gradually came to seem totally improbable and I abandoned
it, until, shortly after my retirement in 2000, I came across this remark in a
biography of Shakespeare: “At Bruton Abbey…..Shakespeare’s friend Thomas
Russell was brought up by Sir Henry Berkeley who was his stepfather…..
Thomas Russell held the manor of Alderminster, just south of Stratford…” [The
Life and Times of William Shakespeare by Peter Levi] Suddenly the Bursar’s claim
took on a new life and I knew that I had to try to uncover the whole story.
A little research into Thomas Russell on the internet provided me with the
source of David Hickley’s original throwaway remark: I, William Shakespeare,
Do Appoint Thomas Russell, a work of considerable research by the noted
Shakespearian scholar, Leslie Hotson. Hotson had visited Bruton in the 1930s
when he was putting the book together and had, according to his Preface,
talked to Tom Tremlett, a history master at the School and otherwise famous
in Bruton lore as having kept the School’s copy of Magna Carta safe during the
War by apparently hiding it under his bed. David Hickley was a great friend
of Tom’s and had undoubtedly got the story of Shakespeare’s Old Brutonian
executor from him.
Incidentally, Thomas Russell was not actually an executor of Shakespeare’s
will but an overseer, a slightly different and less hands-on role, intended to
ensure that the executors did their job properly and had wise, experienced
back-up if needed. The executors of the poet’s will were Shakespeare’s elder
daughter, Susanna and her husband, Dr John Hall.
Leslie Hotson’s book about Russell has long been out of print but it is
possible to acquire a copy, which is what I did, so much of the historical
narrative contained in these pages is originally his work. The Hotson style,
however, is discursive and often confusing, as he regularly heads off on long,
intricate digressions in pursuit of some new fact that has suddenly caught his
interest. It’s very easy to lose the thread. I hope, therefore, that what follows
will be more readily accessible.
What is more, Hotson didn’t have the benefit of an outstanding professional
photographer and artist who could enhance the tale he was telling. Kirsten
Palmer (nee Hamilton-Fairley) was an A-level student in my early days of
teaching and has become a great friend. It was her suggestion that we work
together on a book - that is, if I had anything I was eager to write about. Thomas
Russell had been hovering around all this time, so this had to be his book.
David Hindley

Strensham Church, Warwickshire, where Thomas
Russell was baptised

Remains of the double-moated Strensham Castle,
Thomas Russell’s birthplace and first home

Tomb of Sir Thomas Russell, ‘our’ Thomas’s
nephew. Might this image of the nephew offer
some hint of his uncle’s own appearance?
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Day of Celebration 2019

S

aturday 15th June 2019 is a date that will remain
engrained in my memory for years to come. The
previous four ‘Days of Celebration’ had been building
the momentum for the ‘big one’ but this year’s celebration was
more than we could ever have dreamt of. Almost a thousand
OBs, parents, staff (past and present), Governors and friends
returned to King’s to remember 500 years of distinctive
education in this beautiful town and to celebrate all that is
great about King’s.
The day began with a Service of Thanksgiving in a packed
St Mary’s Church which included a beautiful rendition by the
Chapel Choir of the especially commissioned anthem ‘King of
Glory, King of Peace (first sung at St Paul’s and again to HM
The Queen in March). Meanwhile, gathering on and around
the Memorial Hall Lawn were 50 interesting and classic cars,
many owned by alumni and parents. They were enthusiastically
waved off on a ‘King’s and Castles’ Tour which took in several
counties. Guests were invited to visit their former houses, the
Queen Elizabeth Music School, Art and DT exhibitions as well
as an exhibition of the School’s history, which displays many
photographs throughout the years.
The sun shone and guests enjoyed picnics with family and
friends before the School’s 1st XI took on the Rifles Cricket
Club, whose forebears played against the School in the very
first match on the Hyde Pitch in 1917. There was an additional
cricket match for alumni and parents to play against the 2nd XI,
whilst concurrently, there was a mixed hockey match between
a team of Old Brutonians and parents against the School’s
team. Despite appalling weather earlier in the week, we
were blessed with sunshine throughout the day which greatly
enhanced everyone’s experience as they were able to stand
surrounded by beautiful countryside, catching up with old
friends and reminiscing. Meanwhile the catering department
and the BTEC Hospitality students produced a huge tea for
everybody.
To round off the day’s celebrations, the 500 guests who
were lucky enough to get tickets, such was the speed with
which they were snapped up, gathered for drinks and canapés
on the Memorial Hall Lawn, before retiring to a huge marquee
for the 500th Anniversary Ball. A fantastic dinner, followed by
dancing to live music, table-top magicians and fairground rides
before a spectacular firework display underneath an almost
full moon with the Dovecote as a resplendent backdrop,
ensured that all the guests had a truly memorable evening.
Gilly Bunday

30 | The Old Brutonian 2020

The Old Brutonian 2020 | 31

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

Day of Celebration Hockey –
the following OBs participated in a mixed match with current students:
Mike Stride (L11/16), Archie Cobb (B11/16), Rory Cadbury (N11/16), Jack Cadbury (B07/12), Cully Mcdermid (P16/18),
Anna Von Keller (P15/18), Holly White (W13/18), Emily Wastell (A13/18), James Wilcox (B06/11), James Hopkins (B06/11),
Ollie Trist (O06/11), Jake Allright (L06/11), Tony Hockey (P69/74), Douglas McKenzie (L89/94), Sam Foot (89/94)

Emilie Head – Old Brutonian 
Association Assistant Secretary
very much embedded she is in the King’s
community.

Many readers will know that former OBA
Assistant Secretary, Gilly Bunday, has now
taken on the post of Admissions Registrar
at King’s. Over the course of the last six
months or so you will perhaps have met
or corresponded with her successor, Emilie
Head. The item below shows just how
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“I was so pleased to be offered the
role. It is a huge honour to have such
a position within the Old Brutonian
Community and it felt like a natural one,
as so much of my ‘day job’ relates to
OBs,” Emilie said.
Prior to starting at King’s, Emilie has had
a career working in management roles
within the field of mental health, as well
as training to become a psychotherapist.
She is a qualified accountant, having
carried out her training within the NHS.
Emilie grew up in London, attending St
Paul’s Girls’ School and then went on to
take the IB at Sevenoaks School. She
moved on to Nottingham University, and
later found herself settling into Dorset
life, shortly before the birth of her first
daughter, Kitty.
Emilie has two children. Kitty is currently
a pupil in the 3rd form in Priory

House, and Rosie is a pupil in year 6 at
Hazlegrove. Emilie is married to Charles
Head, a Science Teacher at Hazlegrove
and they live on site. As well as working
at King’s, Emilie is a self-employed
business consultant for a private mental
health company and also carries out girls'
boarding duties at Hazlegrove.
“Living on site is a huge privilege and
one we absolutely love. Not only do you
get to live in stunning surroundings, but
you really do feel part of a community.
Whilst holidays are a nice break from the
routine of school life, we look forward to
the pupils coming back to school and all
the energy and enthusiasm they bring
with them.”
Emilie’s focus for 2020 is helping King’s
grow and develop the Old Brutonian
community, rolling out the new alumni
site ‘King’s Bruton Community’ and
building on the very strong passion and
love that OBs have for the School.
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L6th FORM CAREERS CONVENTION
Early in the Easter term, the L6th were introduced to the vast
array of careers options open to them post-King’s, during the
annual Careers Convention. In keeping with the guidance
philosophy at King’s, no one route was pushed above others;
rather, pupils were encouraged to find their individual best fit,
aiming ambitiously for their futures.
‘It is imperative that Sixth Form pupils are made aware of the
many opportunities available to them, whilst also having
encounters with employers and universities, enabling them to
look to their possible horizons and beyond. I am determined that
pupils at King’s are given every opportunity to be aware of, and
to be able to explore, all possible pathways, so that they can start
to appreciate and be guided in finding their best fit for the future’.
Will Daws, Deputy Head, Sixth Form
Dr Emily Corrigan (W04/06), Assistant Head of Sixth Form,
organised for keynote speakers Jamie Edwards (O96/01) and
Callum Thorner (O10/15) to come and speak to parents and
pupils. Jamie is a Pathways Operations Manager with Amazon
and Callum is an Aerospace Engineering Undergraduate
Apprentice at Airbus. The talks focused on their different
paths taken since leaving King’s as well as discussing what skills
employers are looking for and dropping pearls of wisdom on
leadership.
Following the keynote speakers, pupils spent time with
specialists from over 20 different career fields, including
Architecture, Finance, Hospitality, Sports Coaching, Medicine,
Marketing, Music Production, Psychology, the Armed Forces and
Charity Fundraising to name but a few. The event was a huge
success, exposing pupils to various careers that they might not
otherwise have even considered. Following the convention,
the students were then invited to listen to representatives
from Lancaster University on what to look for when choosing
university courses in the UK.

Alfie Barber (O09/12), Ellie Carpenter (P11/13), Tom Deaney (L08/13), Ian
Wilmshurst – Headmaster, James (Jamie) Edwards (O96/01), Josh Henthorne
(L08/13), Callum Thorner (O10/15), Patrick (Paddy) Watts (N08/13).

Meanwhile, the U6th Form pupils also received a talk on student
finance and budgeting, as part of their own enrichment and
preparation programme.
Finally, in this fortnight, National Apprenticeship Week saw
pupils exploring opportunities in the realm of apprenticeships,
with newly-appointed Apprenticeship Advisor, Marie Goffe,
challenging the L6th Form with myth-dispelling activities.
The King’s Community benefits hugely from the support of
individuals able to give their time and expertise to support King’s
pupils as they plan for their futures. Many of the representatives
were OBs, parents of current pupils or part of the wider
King’s Community. Organised to be an inclusive event, both
students and their parents were invited to attend. Hearing OBs
giving real life stories of what life can look like post-King’s was
inspirational for all.
If you are interested in contributing to future Careers Conventions or
would like to find out more about how you can help King's current
Sixth Form, please contact community@kingsbruton.com

SOCIAL MEDIA AND KING’S MARKETING:
EDURANK AWARD 2ND PLACE TO KING’S 
IN NATIONAL SURVEY
The use of social media frequently provokes strong debate. Nevertheless, most readers will be pleased
to know that for the whole of 2018-2019, King’s achieved a most impressive 2nd place in a recent survey
of social media use in marketing across all UK independent schools. EduRank is the leading digital
measurement company for schools; their algorithms measure how well schools use Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube in such areas as promoting their marketing campaigns.
Headmaster Ian Wilmshurst had this to say:
“I am delighted that King’s Bruton has been ranked the 2nd best UK independent school for social media in
the academic year 2018-19. This is an incredible achievement for a school of our size and is testament both
to all that happens in this vibrant school and to our dynamic marketing team. This is yet another impressive
achievement for King’s, Bruton in our highly successful 500th Anniversary Year.”
Edurank were particularly impressed by the School’s use of YouTube for which they awarded a remarkable
score of 100%. The videos on life at school and the Queen’s visit were thought especially good.
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Nick Gooding (L61/65).
Nick has sent in an exceptional collection of photos recording his
experiences at King’s in the early 1960s. The originals were colour
slides taken on his ‘not very high-tech’ Agfa camera but the quality of
the photos nearly 60 years on is really most impressive.
He has appended some thoughts and memories and included here
are a set of extracts and photos relating to the notorious winter of
1962-63.

rail. When we eventually arrived the cold was intense, and that
is my abiding memory of that winter.

School Skiing Trip – 1963

“The irony of this trip is that we left the country on the very
morning following the arrival of the ferocious blizzards that hit
southern Britain that winter. In consequence, quite a few of us
had difficulty reaching the departure point of Victoria Station
at the appointed hour (I think it was about 7am). Then after
a Dover/Calais ferry Journey, we steamed through the night
across a bitter snow-bound Europe. The weather outside the
train was in stark contrast to the climate in the carriage: it was
bakingly hot on my top couchette
After leaving the train we arrived in a little village in the Tyrolean
foothills to find that the pass to our resort had been blocked by
avalanches. This led to an agreeable over-night stay in a small
village inn.
After the snow ploughs had been working through the night
we eventually arrived in our resort which turned out to be the
beautiful little village of Vent, 6000 feet up in the Oetztal Alps.
At that height there was normally no difficulty with snow, but
that winter there was a lot more than usual.

In Lyon House at that time there was no central heating and
the two large curtainless, carpetless and, it has to be said,
completely charmless twenty bed dormitories had one small
electric fire each on the ceiling (since heat rises this was
probably not the best place for a heater). Mr. Moreton, our
housemaster would occasionally struggle to light a fire in
our day-room but it gave off very little heat. Apart from this,
after some days, a huge grain dryer arrived in the wash-room.
This resembled a very noisy jet engine which chucked out a
lot of heat but only in its immediate vicinity – so for a time
the washroom became the centre of social life; we just had to
stand there and talk very loudly to each other. It now occurs to
me, a little late in the day, that the grain dryer may have been
more about keeping pipes unfrozen than our personal welfare
– the naivety of youth!
Also, we worked out a strategy for getting up in the morning
without exposing too much flesh to the bitter cold in the
dormitory: day clothes were taken under the blankets and
about ten minutes later we emerged substantially clothed
(including the separate collars and collar studs of the time) and
ready to face the chill of the walk down across Abbey to the
dining-hall for breakfast.
At the beginning of term everything in and around Bruton was
covered in deep snow.

It will not escape your notice that there is a girl in the front
row of this group photo; this was unusual and something of
a culture-shock to us at the time (she was not the only one,
by the way). This came about because Mr. Hollander, the
King’s biology teacher, had a family contact with a girls’ school
in Exeter (I think it may have been called St. Margaret’s, but I
cannot be sure) – so in this way, the trip became a joint one.
Mr. Hollander, an affable and agreeable man, managed us with
a light hand. Also on the trip were some other members of
Mr. Hollander’s family not the least being his attractive wife for
whom we all had a soft spot.

School in Winter 1963

On return from Austria we were delighted to learn that the
beginning of term had been delayed for about a week:
apparently some of the houses had burst water pipes and
access to Bruton was difficult because of snow on road and
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This is the remains of an igloo built outside Lyon House by
some of its inmates. It was built at the beginning of term but
this picture was taken some weeks later when a thaw had at
last started, and so the roof had collapsed. The boy in the
picture is Michael Warnock.
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Because of the continuing intensity of nightly frost, the snow
stayed around for a very long time – I think it was not until
towards the end of March that it completely disappeared.
This made games on the playing fields out of the question.
So, games afternoons consisted of numerous cross-country
runs interspersed with various boisterous activities in the gym
(Heaven forbid that we should ever be allowed any free time): a
favourite pastime (well, with those in charge of games, anyway)
was ‘Hare and Hounds’ which involved two or three boys
(usually the fit ones) setting off across the snow patch-worked
fields and woods around Bruton with a piece of chalk which
was used to mark arrows on gate posts, stiles etc.; and the
rest of the School setting off in pursuit a little later using the
chalk marks as the clues to follow the hares. It has to be said
that none of this was taken as seriously as it should have been,
most of the ‘hounds’ regarding it as a welcome opportunity for
a relaxing stroll through the countryside; the ‘hares’ were very
rarely caught.

The Queen 
unveils statue 

The Queen unveils the statue of Lester Piggott as the legendary jockey looks
on. Photo © Edward Whitaker, racingpost.com

William Newton (L73/75), sculptor, features in the photograph
above taken at Epsom on Derby day last year. In another link to
Queen Elizabeth and horse racing, this pictures the ceremony
of unveiling a life-size bronze statue by William of the jockey
Lester Piggott. It is the first in a series of nine of his sculptures
to appear at courses across the country to celebrate the many
remarkable achievements of the famous jockey
William said: "I first met with Lester when he was the subject and
inspiration for the Derby trophy I made in 2002, so to be asked
to create these very special life-size bronzes is for me just about
as important as it gets."

The full collection is well worth a look and can be viewed under
the Alumni link on the School website.

The commission is that of David and Christopher St George for
whose family Piggott rode many top-class horses including dual
Ascot Gold Cup winner Ardross and Bruni, Piggott's 1975 Derby
mount who went on to win the St Leger by ten lengths.
Readers may remember that William was also featured in the
OBA magazine in 2011
And, entirely coincidentally, Michael Long (P65/70) has sent
in the following: ‘I was working at the Talos Art Foundry the
other day and found myself working next to William Newton.
We discovered, as you do, that we were both Old Brutonians;
not from the same time or House, although we had both been
taught Art by Gerald Cooper. It was amazing how easily we got
on and even more strange to find ourselves both in matching
boiler suits and armed with angle grinders’.
Michael’s own work can be viewed on Instagram under Michael
Long Sculptor.
OLD BRUTONIAN QUIZ - The Answers
1.Photographs of Headmasters: 1. Roy Davey - 2. D E Norton (sen) - 3. Ian Wilmshurst - 4. Rupert Martin
- 5. Richard Smyth - 6. Hubert Doggart - 7. Geoffrey Sale - 8. Tony Beadles
2. 1947. 3. The Old House Senior Dayroom (the room to the left of the front door). 4. Old, New,
Priory, Lyon, Blackford, Wellesley, Arion
5. Corpus Christi, 1919. 6. D.E. Norton, J.A. Lyon, Hubert Doggart, Tony Beadles, Sir Peter Squire,
Richard Smyth, Lord Blackford, Edward VI, Major John Davie. 7. Hoskyns Abrahall, as a private
retreat; c 1840. 8. Because it stands on the site of the Abbey guesthouse. 9. Christopher Buckley.
10. Admiral Sir George D’Oyly Lyon. 11. 1979 (fire), 1982 (flood). 12. Only three sides are castellated.

However, the cross-country run shown in the photo is serious
and actually a school match, and the boy shown striding out
in the photo below is Michael Roberts, a likeable chap from
Lyon House, and also the star of the School cross-country
firmament; there is little doubt that he would have been ahead
of everyone else.”

The statue met with Piggott's approval, saying, "I think it has
been a great idea – it's marvellous and I am honoured”. Piggott
holds the record for victories in the Classic with nine wins, his
first coming 65 years ago in 1954 on Never Say Die.
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‘Treasures of King’s Bruton’ Book
£35.00 (Collected from King’s) or £43.00 (Posted)

All available from:

w w w. k i n g s b r u t o n . c o m / s h o p

Boxed Wooden Presentation Pen
£12.00 plus P&P

King’s Bruton Cufflinks - T Bar
£30.00 plus P&P

Apron
£15.00 plus P&P

Mug
£15.00 plus P&P

OBA Brooch
£5.00 plus P&P

Socks - Dark Blue & Pale Blue
£10.00 plus P&P

OBA Tie - Crested
£25.00 plus P&P

OBA Bow Tie
£21.00 plus P&P

Socks - Dark Blue, Pale Blue & Gold
£10.00 plus P&P

OBA Tie - Striped
£20.00 plus P&P

Anniversary Mug 500 th
£15.00 plus P&P

Umbrella £24 plus P&P
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King's Bruton Jute Bag £1.00 plus P&P

King's Bruton Pen
£3.00 plus P&P

The Queen's Visit to King's Bruton Book
£30.00 plus P&P

When was the foundation stone of
the Memorial Buildings laid?

5.

The Answers are on page 35.

There are now seven Boarding Houses at King's:
Arion, Blackford, Lyon, New, Old, Priory and Wellesley.
Can you put them in order of foundation?

4.

8.

Which room in the School was Shakespeare reputed to
have visited?

7.

4.

3.

6.

5.

3.

When did the Junior School move from Plox House
to Hazlegrove House?

2.

1.

Can you name the Headmasters of King's shown here?

2.

1.

In 1948, The Dolphin published a quiz. Some of the questions
have been included here in this 2019 version, together with
some new ones.

OLD BRUTONIAN QUIZ

In 1950 an Old Brutonian who was a
a very distinguished war correspondent
for The Daily Telegraph was killed in Korea.

9.

12. What is peculiar about the castellation on the Old House
Tower?

11. In which year was the
Maintenance Department
destroyed by fire?
And which year saw the last
great flood in Bruton when
bridges were damaged or
swept away, leading to the
construction of the flood
alleviation dam above the town?

What was the name of the Old
Brutonian who captained England at
Rugby Football?

Why is Priory House so called?

8.

10.

Who built the tower at the bottom of Old House garden,
and when?

7.

What was his name?

Whose portraits are in the John Davie Room?

6.

OLD BRUTONIAN QUIZ

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

The quiz below was originally presented within a special OBA brochure given to those OBs
attending the 500th Anniversary London Lunch last year. We hope that those not present at the
lunch will enjoy scratching their heads over it as you read it today. If you were at the lunch
you will no doubt be proud to be able to score 100%, with no hesitations. Answers on Page 35
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Teaching English in China  
James Caryl (B09/13)
James studied German and Mandarin after leaving King’s and then went
to China, to Shanghai, to teach English in January 2018. His time is split
between training adults in a languages centre and teaching pupils in
the Fudan International School. He describes here the challenges and
rewards of work he clearly enjoys.
‘With the People’s Republic of China becoming an ever more
powerful player on the world stage, English has been increasingly
recognised as a stepping stone to further job opportunities, a
necessity in international companies and a bridge to connect with
the outside world and with the increasing number of expats that
China is now home to. So, as more people choose to come here to
teach English as a foreign language, what kind of experience awaits
them?
One of the more challenging aspects is the class sizes in the schools,
typically, around fifty students, but for the foreign teacher classes
we are fortunate to have each class divided in half for two teachers
to teach simultaneously in different classrooms. Whilst this is
certainly preferable to teaching the entire group solo (believe me,
it’s not fun!), it does present obstacles when trying to get through
all of your prepared material for a forty-minute lesson. A class of
this size is bound to generate quite a bit of noise, as well as have
a few troublemakers amongst them, which necessitates stopping
every so often to calm everybody down.
One might wonder, then, how the Chinese teachers are able to
keep a semblance of order in a room sometimes containing in
excess of fifty children. Well, the teacher’s word is law. The teacher
will personally know each child and, more than likely, will either
know their parents or at least have an easy means of contacting
them. The last thing any Chinese student wants is his or her
parents discovering that their studies are going off-track because
of rowdy behaviour. The potential embarrassment, along with a
greater parental willingness to be very… hands-on, shall we say, is
effective for keeping them in line.
Students can be unwilling to volunteer an answer in front of their
peers and risk losing a bit of face if they are wrong. In classes with
their Chinese teachers the teacher tends to provide students with
the information for them to then practise on their own. It seems
that it’s just generally not common in Chinese society for people to
enthusiastically put forward their opinion in a forthright manner.
Despite these difficulties and frustrations, teaching English in
China is most definitely a wonderful and rewarding experience.
With high school and university students and adults, I usually
find myself enjoying every minute. The students are often highly
motivated, and their English is already at a sufficiently good level
to permit spending some time delving into the nitty-gritty of the
language. This stimulates their interest in the language itself, in
addition to improving their ability to understand and produce it.
I also have colleagues who love nothing more than being in the
midst of a semi-chaotic throng of kindergarten children and the
energy that those classes involve, and I have nothing but respect
and admiration for them.
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As a foreign teacher in China, you are perhaps somewhat alien or
enchanting to your students. For them, you may not simply be a
rare fountain of authentic linguistic knowledge but you may also
bring to them a different way of thinking and a contrasting world
view. I can think of numerous students who changed noticeably
in their attitudes as they developed more of an understanding
of Western culture, viewpoints and the like. Seeing this kind of
personal development first-hand can be an incredibly joyous and
rewarding experience.
To sum up, despite recent political and economic turmoil, the
situation is, if anything, looking ever brighter for students and
teachers of English in China. An increasing number of positions
in schools, universities and private companies for native English
teachers offers a huge host of job opportunities (sometimes for
an extremely favourable ratio of work hours to salary!) and an ever
larger number of Chinese students benefit from access to native
speakers. China’s rapid emergence as a developing superpower is
reinforcing the importance of English especially in the business and
civil service sectors where the majority of my adult students come
from. For now, at least, the future of the People’s Republic holds
many rosy prospects for learners and teachers of English alike!’
James also sent a short description of daily life in February, affected as
it was then by the coronavirus out-break:
‘We have to take precautions such as wearing masks and having
our temperature checked when we enter places such as malls
and housing estates, and quite a few shops and restaurants have
closed. People are generally staying at home and avoiding travel
unless they need to, (the metro is open but hardly anyone is using
it), but I tend to go out every day for a walk to get a bite to eat,
otherwise I'd probably go insane. Businesses have re-opened,
but because we are a training centre, we're not allowed by local
government regulations to open again until the 1st March, so right
now we're just sitting on our hands and waiting. We'll stick it out
though and get back as soon as we can. I'm personally looking
forward to going back to work and I know a lot of my colleagues
feel the same’.
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LETTER from
the HEADMASTER
Dear Old Brutonians
This time last year, in the last week of the Easter Term, the
King’s community was preparing for the historic visit of Her
Majesty The Queen to the School. This year, as we all come
to terms with the enormity of the Coronavirus pandemic,
the School community is preparing for the possibility of
closure with all the uncertainty that this will bring. The
exam years are understandably worried about how they
will take their GCSEs, BTECs and A Levels, while pupils who
live abroad face serious travel and quarantine restrictions.
The only seemingly obvious similarity with this week in
2019 is, like then, the sun is shining and the campus looks stunning. However, the Royal Visit showed
King’s Bruton at our best and I am so proud of how the staff and pupils are now preparing for any
disruption in the weeks ahead. We will aim to continue teaching via remote learning and a school
closure will only mean that the buildings close, whilst our education continues online.
This has been another very successful year at King’s with excellence and high levels of pupil
participation in all areas of School life. Pupil numbers are high with waiting lists going into 2021 and
2022. It is great to welcome the sons and daughters of so many OBs into the school as new pupils,
while it was an honour to be a guest at the 500th OBA London Lunch. One of the best aspects of all
the celebrations for me has been meeting so many OBs and reconnecting them with King’s.
The Queen Elizabeth Music School is proving a wonderful addition to the campus and has hosted
concerts, recitals, talks and seminars. The Old House yard is now a beautiful space at the centre
of the School, right back where everything started over 500 years ago. The former Rectory, called
Abbey House, is now owned by the School and, having been fully refurbished, is let out as residential
property, thus bringing in additional income. The planning application has been submitted for the
refurbishment of the main Hyde sports pavilion. The plan is to build a new changing room block and
fully refurbish the existing main pavilion as a catering/reception/social facility and to name it The
Sir Peter Squire Memorial Pavilion in memory of Sir Peter. The School has started a quiet phase of
fundraising and already members of the Old Brutonian community have shown generous support.
So, King’s is in very good heart with strong finances. We continue to provide a first-class education
and the School now seems to have a higher profile given the Royal Visit, and the increasing
popularity of the town of Bruton itself. The coming months will bring us many challenges.
Unfortunately, we are currently ‘living in interesting times’. The School will adjust and adapt as
necessary to these challenges and continue to develop as one of the finest, small independent
schools in the country. I wish you all good health in the coming months.
Floreat Brutonia!
Ian Wilmshurst
Headmaster
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Pupils In absentia: Priory: Sophie Hamilton, Olivia Hamilton, Vki Chang

FRONT ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): Hetta Campbell, Anna Wilmshurst, Molly Hunter, Harriet Papenfus, Clara Bracey, Harry Macleod-Ash, Poppy Boyden (Head Girl), Luke
Tuckfield (Head Boy), Kiara Jones, Esther Adenuga, Ning Ding, Narnia Wilmott, Holly Baker, Emma Walker, Emma Reynolds

MIDDLE ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): Ben McClean, Sophie Tyack, Lottie Latham, Hayley Clarke, Sam Houldsworth, Charlie Cross, Jinyuan Zhang, Lluis Montalat, Ben Fearn,
Alex Firmstone, Jacob Burgess, Huw Downes, Jonathon Boyle, Ella Hanegraaf, Elsie Gibbs, Poppy Turner, Ross Tudhope

BACK ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): Ed Bascombe, Sean Lock, Toby Doig, Luke Hyde, Hugo Taylor, Jacob Ide, Rhodri Harper, Ivo Wright, Tristano Wrighton, Toby Rogers,
Rupert Leschallas, Will Sandy, Sam Horner, Sam Innes, Isabella Hawkins, Florence Cobb, Lauren Beaton, Ellie Cooke, Jacob Sykes, Fionn Mohan, Finn Weatherhead,
Peter Jenkins, Callum McFarlane
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