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SALE TO T H E K I N G ’ S B RUTON 500TH ANNIVERSARY
WHEN YO U C H E C K O UT WITH CODE KSB500

2

The Old Brutonian 2016 - www.oldbrutonians.com

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

LETTER FROM THE President
Dear fellow Old Brutonians,
This last year has been an exciting and fruitful time. I had the great honour of laying a wreath on
Remembrance Day in the Memorial Hall and at the Bruton War Memorial. I also had the pleasure of
attending a magnificent School carol service in St. Mary’s.
The London Lunch at Stationers’ Hall, which was attended by many OBs new to the event as well as old friends,
was a resounding success, with everyone enthralled by the Headmaster, Ian Wilmshurst’s fascinating
presentation of the stunning plans for the School’s 500th anniversary celebrations. The construction of a
magnificent new Music School is envisaged on the site of the old and now unused swimming pool. We were
also humorously entertained by Gareth Evans, inspiring us all to get involved in the 500th anniversary project.
Plans for the next London Lunch on 2nd December, 2016 include a 25th anniversary reunion of those who were
part of the School’s rugby tour to New Zealand in 1991. On a personal note, I hope to have the pleasure of
seeing at that next London Lunch some of the girls who, like me, were part of the historic intake of pupils
between 1969 and 1971, and I look forward to seeing the boys from that era as well.
I was privileged to be invited to take part in an interesting exhibition entitled ‘Diversity’ that was held in the
King’s Art School. Brilliantly conceived by Wayne Spilsbury, Head of Art, the exhibition brought together the
work of many OBs and revealed a wide spectrum of artistic talent. This was well received and attracted a good
audience; there is a section of this Newsletter devoted to the exhibition. It is very exciting to see the diverse
nature of the talent so carefully nurtured within the walls of King’s.
We have to thank our Honorary Secretary, Rose Vigers - Belgeonne and our Assistant Secretary Gilly Bunday,
for the inclusion of our AGM on a day of celebration of all that is King’s on Saturday, 11 June 2016. This is going
to be a golden opportunity for OBs to re-acquaint themselves with the School and to see at first hand how
exciting and innovative the School has become. The day will include many activities: tours of the School, cricket
on Hyde, tennis matches on Hippisley, tea on Hyde, tours of the Houses and the OBA AGM plus a drinks
reception followed by a black tie dinner.
I would also like to take this opportunity of thanking, on your behalf, the Old Brutonian Association
Committee for all the hard work they do behind the scenes to make everything run smoothly, not least the
production of The Old Brutonian and the organisation of the London Lunch.
Please accept my best wishes, and I look forward to this coming year with great enthusiasm and anticipation. I
hope to see many of you at the AGM and of course at the London Lunch.

Floreat Brutonia!
Kirsten Palmer MA
President, Old Brutonian Association

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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ROME FLAT (SLEEPS 2)

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION
1st OF THE MONTH CLUB

A MONTHLY SOCIAL GATHERING OF
OLD BRUTONIANS IN BRUTON
ALL OBs WELCOME WITH THEIR
PARTNERS
1ST TUESDAY IN THE MONTH
(During Term Time)

7pm-8.30pm

To rent: a non-smoking, fully-furnished,
one-bedroom flat with sitting-room, kitchen and
bathroom. Situated on the Janiculum Hill above
Trastevere, within half-an-hour's walk of the
centre and well served by public transport.
Good local shops and markets.
@350 per week
For further details and photos,
email: simonjarvis1685@gmail.com
B(64/68) Staff (81/88)

Usually in the Club Room
at The Chapel, Bruton High Street
although do check the website for
exact details
Catch up with old friends and make new ones
Dates for 2016:
3rd May, 4th October, 1st November, 6th December
Please check www.oldbrutonians.com for 2016 dates.

Old Brutonian Association
Annual General Meeting to be held on
Saturday 11th June 2016 at 6.00pm.
Room S3, The Hobhouse Building, King’s School Bruton
AGENDA
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Apologies for Absence
Minutes of the last Meeting
Matters Arising
President’s Items
Hon Secretary’s Report
Hon Treasurer’s Report  
The Vice-President’s Report
Officers and Committee:

(a) Election of Hon Secretary for the coming year
(b) Election of Hon Treasurer for the coming year
(c) Election of two new Committee Members on the
recommendation of the Committee

9 Hon OB nominations

10 AOB

Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, Hon Secretary
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LETTER FROM THE HON SECRETARY
Dear Old Brutonians,
I have decided to break with tradition and write this year’s correspondence from myself, the Hon Secretary
and Gilly, who has taken over as the OBA Office Secretary from Jan Juneman, on her retirement following
many years of service to the OBA and King’s.
Gilly has managed to update and understand the complexities of the data-base, which has enabled us to
efficiently correspond with OBs from all parts of the globe. Of course, our systems are only as good as the
data we receive from your good selves so, if you change address or e-mail details, please just e-mail the OBA
Office or complete the online form now found on the new website pages. If you have not recently received
e-mails from Gilly, it is because your e-mail address is not on the data-base. A quick e-mail to the Office will
rectify this situation.
The website is now fully integrated with the new King’s website, although it can still be reached at www.
oldbrutonians.com and we are grateful to be fully supported by the School’s Marketing Department.
The Old Brutonians-Official Facebook group now has over 600 members; it is a wonderful way to promote
activities and news of OBs and most Fridays, it can be guaranteed to raise a smile with the posting of a ‘Flashback Friday’ photograph!
As many of you know, we recently acquired an OBA blazer owned by Old Brutonian Basil Wright. We
thought it would be a wonderful idea to produce a new blazer based on this original design, and began the
challenge of sourcing a supplier. Once a design was confirmed, it was promoted on the website and Facebook
page, and we were thrilled by the response. We had originally anticipated an initial order of between 10-15
jackets, but, to our amazement and delight, we received requests from OBs of all ages, and from across the
globe, as far away as New Zealand. As we write this letter, the cloth is being woven for our first batch of 60
blazers! They should arrive by early July and we look forward to receiving photographs of them being proudly
worn at sporting and social occasions. Presently, Rose is the only female to place an order - a massive fashion
faux pas or a trend setter? We desperately hope the latter! For those who do not feel brave enough to order a
blazer, we will soon be taking delivery of some very smart OB socks. They will make perfect gifts and details
will appear on the website as soon as they arrive, along with our ties, golfing umbrellas etc.
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the King’s Day of Celebration on Saturday 11th
June. We hope the sun will shine for a day of sport, art and music, concluding with a celebration dinner in
the Memorial Hall. This event will be open to our parents, OBs and the Friends of King’s; indeed, all those
who recognise what a special place King’s, Bruton is. We very much hope many of you will return to see how
the School looks today and hear of its exciting future. You could play some sport, look at the new art gallery
or seek out your old dormitory or even take your children to your favourite view or special place back here in
Bruton. If you would like to attend the day and/or the dinner, please contact Gilly (oba@kingsbruton) as
soon as possible. Spaces at the dinner are limited and, to date, over 90 tickets have already been reserved.
Ideally we would like to know if you are coming for the afternoon as well, so that we can ensure there is
enough tea for all up on Hyde. We hope it will be a wonderful event, and be repeated in the lead up to the
500th Celebrations.
It goes without saying that we are prepared to work hard to support the OBA, but we need your assistance
to keep our records up to date and, if you are willing to take on a more active role and join the Committee, we
would be delighted to hear from you.
In conclusion, we are both immensely proud of our links to King’s – Rose as a member of staff for more
than 20 years and Gilly, formerly as a parent and latterly as a member of staff and Housemaster’s wife. We
also form a link to the Friends of King’s, of which many of you are members. Together, let us celebrate all
that is King’s as we move towards 2019 and our quincentenary!
Rose Vigers - Belgeonne and Gilly Bunday

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION & CHARITABLE
TRUST ABRIDGED REPORTS & ACCOUNTS
The following are abridged reports and accounts of the Association
and its charitable trust for the year ended 31 December 2015. The full
reports and accounts are to be approved by the Committee and
Trustees at their next scheduled meeting. Copies are available from
the Hon Secretary, Old Brutonian Association, King’s School, Bruton,
Somerset BA10 0ED and will be available at the Association’s AGM
on 11th June 2016.
ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE
for the year ended 31 december 2015
Objects

The general objects of the Association as contained in the Rules are
to promote union amongst Old Brutonians and to further the
interests of King’s School, Bruton. In particular the Association will
arrange an Annual Lunch in London and Summer Event at the
School, publish an Annual Newsletter (now The Old Brutonian) and
establish and maintain a Charitable Trust for charitable purposes
connected to the Association’s objects.
Committee

At 31 December 2015 the Committee consisted of the Officers:
Kirsten Palmer (69/71) President until 2017, David Fleming (B73/76)
Vice President until 2017, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Hon OB, King’s
Staff) Honorary Secretary, Michael West (O49/55) Honorary
Treasurer, and six ordinary members: Edward White (B95/00) to
serve until 2016, Vincent Capozzoli (A99/04) to serve until 2017,
David Dodgeon (L66/70) and Harry Best (L08/12) to serve until 2018,
and Gemma Brunton (W92/94) and Gareth Evans (Hon OB) to serve
until 2019. Sally Snook (72/73) Editor of the Old Brutonian and Gilly
Bunday (Assistant Secretary) attended Committee Meetings by
invitation.
Under the current Rules, two ordinary members of the Committee
are elected each year for a term of four years. Ordinary members
are not eligible for re-election until the year following that in which
they retire. At the Annual General Meeting on 6th June 2015, Sophie
Stanford-Tuck (W95/97) retired by rotation, Dan Hodder (B97/02)
retired by request and Gemma Brunton (W92/94) and Gareth Evans
(Hon OB) were elected in their stead.
Membership

98 members joined the Association during 2015. The Association
was notified of 23 deaths.
Activities

Promotion of union among Old Brutonians
The Annual General Meeting was held on 6th June 2015. 12
members attended the meeting at which the affairs of the
Association were reviewed and discussed and Officers and
Committee members elected. The annual reunion lunch in London
was held at Stationers’ Hall on 4th December 2015 and was
attended by over 120 members. The Headmaster, Ian Wilmshurst,
Hon OB Gareth Evans and Senior Warden Anthony Palmer were
guests of the Association. Kirsten Palmer and Gilly Bunday made
the arrangements for the lunch. The reunions in Bristol continue
and the ‘First Tuesday of the Month Club’ in Bruton continues on a
regular basis – all details promoted on the website.
The Committee maintained contact with the Apple Growers
Sports Club, although there was no rugby fixture this year, and
there were OBA Hockey (both boys’ and girls’) fixtures against the
School. The Old Brutonian Golf Society continues to flourish and is
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now under the leadership of John Dryden.
The fifty-fifth annual Newsletter, The Old Brutonian was
despatched to UK and Europe-based members for whom
addresses were known in May 2015 and further afield by special
request. The Old Brutonian was edited by Sally Snook and David
Hindley and all information gathered and compiled by Gilly
Bunday. The Old Brutonian website can now be found as an
integral part of the School’s new website (www.kingsbruton.com/
beyond-king-s/old-brutonians), but will continue to be available at
www.oldbrutonians.com An Old Brutonian Facebook group (Old
Brutonians – Official) continues to thrive, with over 600 members
Furthering the interests of the School
Rose Vigers-Belgeonne was re-elected as President of the Friends of
King’s School, but there are no other members remaining on the
Committee of the Friends. Gilly Bunday, recently employed as
Events Manager for the School, oversees all events for the School
and the Friends and, as Assistant Secretary of the OBA, is able to
keep close links with all three organisations.
Finance

In the year ending 31 December 2015 the Association had incoming
resources of £25,939, benefiting from the number of subscriptions
for new Old Brutonians. Resources expended were £12,996, and the
value of investments rose by £11,477. The Association paid for one
term’s bursaries, £2,000, and we no longer show the anticipated cost
of future bursaries as a liability, because they will be funded at the
time from current income, nor debtor/creditor items between the
Trust and the Association in respect of past payments. Overall net
assets closed the year at £198,826. Further details are given in the
abridged accounts below.
Appreciation

The Committee is extremely grateful to those members of the
Association who have served as past and present members of the
Committee, the representatives of the Association on outside bodies,
the Editor of the Newsletter, and the organisers of the Bruton events
and meetings, the London Lunch, the regional reunions and
increasingly varied and numerous sporting activities. Without the
assistance of all these members the Association would be unable to
fulfil its objects.
OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION

Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2015

Incoming resources		
Subscriptions		
Investment income		
Other		
Total incoming resources		

2015
£
24,000
4,994
(3,055)
25,939

2014
£
16,800
4,215
(2,894)
18,120

Resources expended
Newsletter publication		
Administration		
Other		
Total resources expended

6,308
4,687
2,000
12,996

6,034
8,729
6, 866
21,629

Net incoming resources		
Gain (loss) on investments
Net movement in funds		
Fund as at 1 January
Fund as at 31 December		

12,943
11,478
24,421
174,406
198,826

   (3,509)
15,437
11,929
162,477
174,406
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ACCOUNTS
Balance Sheet at 31 December 2015

Long-term assets
Investments		
Total long term investments		

2015
£
173,829
173,829

2014
£
162,352
162,352

Current assets
Deposits		
Debtors		
Bank		
Total current assets

1,225
3,704
23,200
28,129

1,225
6,833
   10,257
18,315

3,132
3,132

    6,260
6,260

Net current assets		

24,997

12,054

Net assets		

198,826

174,406

Total fund		

198,826

174,406

Current liabilities
Creditors due in less than one year
Total current liabilities		

ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE CHARITABLE
TRUST FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015
Trustees

The current trustees are the Officers of the Association, Kirsten
Palmer, Michael West and Rose Vigers-Belgeonne.
Objects

The objects of the Trust are set out in the Trust deeds. In
summary they include the relief of poverty amongst former
pupils of King’s School, Bruton and their immediate dependants,
the provision of scholarships to pupils at the School, prizes based
on educational merit to pupils or former pupils, and awards to
pupils showing outstanding ability in art, drama, music, sport or
leadership, and such other related charitable purposes as the
trustees unanimously agree.
Activities

There are currently two Old Brutonian scholars.
Donations

The donations received in 2015 totalled £1,635. After the end of
the year we received a tax refund in respect of past donations
under Gift Aid of £1,174, which would make the total £2,809. The
£1,174 is shown as a debtor.
Accounts

The statement of financial activities shows total incoming
resources of £3587 and expenditure of £4000. The trust paid this
sum for two terms bursaries. It is expected that bursaries will be
paid from current income, and the accounts no longer show
expected future payments as a liability, nor debtor/creditor
items between the Trust and the Association in respect of past
payments. Total assets of the Trust at the year end were £46,299
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

Independent Examiner

The accounts have not been independently examined, and this
is not required by law. The Committee would be pleased if any
Old Brutonian would like to undertake this duty.

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE TRUST
Registered Number: 284570
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2015
		
		

Unrestricted Endowment
Fund
Fund

Incoming resources
Donations		
Investment income		
Total incoming resources

£

1,635
1,327
2,962

£

Total
2015
£

Total
2014
£

625
2,260
         -         1,327
625
3,587

3,531
  1,412
4,943

Resources expended
Charitable expenditure:				
Grants payable		
4,000
         -        4,000
Total resources expended 4,000
0
4,000

4,000
4,000

Net incoming resources
Gain/(loss) on investments
Net movement in funds
Funds as at 1 January		

(1,038)        625
(47)       (33)
(1,085)
592
51,519      13,273

(413)
(80)
(493)
64,792

943
    (16)
927
63,865

Funds as at 31 December

50,434

64,299

64,792

Total
2015
£

Total
2014
£

27,559
         27,559

27,639
  27,639

13,865

Balance Sheet at 31 December 2015

		

Long-term assets
Investments		
Covenanted receipts		
Total long-term assets		

Unrestricted
Fund
£

16,311
16,311

Current assets
Deposits		
Debtors 		
Cash at bank		
Total current assets		
Creditors: under 1 year		
Net current assets		

16,797
1,174
16,152
34,124
34,124

Total assets
less current liabilities		

50,434

Endowment
Fund
£

11,248
        11,248

2,617
19,414
19,413
1,174
976
        -        16,152      16,764
2,617
36,741
37,154
     2,617
36,741
37,154
13,865

64,299

64,792

Net assets		

50,434

13,865

64,299

64,792

Funds		

50,434

13,865

64,299

64,792
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2015
The Annual General Meeting of the Old Brutonian Association was
held in the Hobhouse Science Building at King’s School, Bruton at
11.30am, on Saturday 6th June 2015.
The President, Mrs Kirsten Palmer (69/70), was in the Chair.
Committee members present were Michael West (O49/5), Sally
Snook (72/73), Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Hon Old Brutonian) and Harry
Best (L08/12). Also attending were David Hindley (Hon Sec 94/2012),
Stuart Musgrove (O47/51), Jim Lukins (P46/53), Peter Nisbet (P49/52),
Allen Whittaker (P48/50), Peter Canning (O52/57) and Richard Cloete
(P61/66).
Apologies were received from David Flemming (B72/75), Vincenzo
Capozzoli (A99/04), John M Graves (P68/73), Colin Hughes (L56/61),
Sophie Stanford-Tuck (W95/97), John Longman (P56/61), David
Dodgeon (L66/70), Peter Philips (L60/65), Richard Sullivan (N58/62),
Michael Hemming (O56/59), Roger Gallannaugh (O54/57), Charlie
White (B97/02), Edward White (B95/00), Mary Stonham-Ask (79/81),
David Poulton (P65/70), Rob Berry (P57/60), Peter Dobson (O60/65),
Richard Cant (N58/62), Lionel Hemsley (P46/48), Darrell Hamley
(N40/44), John Mauger (P50/52), Chris Boryer (B88/93), John Lemon
(O68/73), Mark Bailey (L70/75), Julie Mitchell, Jeremy Courtney (P/
L53/56), Mark Lloyd-Davis (L88/93), Nicholas Evelyn (L56/59), Jeremy
Pontin (N56/60), Charles Blanning (B60/65), Angus Coutts (N76/80),
Mike Hooper (P43/47) and Gilly Bunday (OBA Office Secretary).
1. The Minutes
The Minutes of the last AGM, held on Saturday 7th June 2014,
having been circulated with the Newsletter for 2015, were agreed
and signed as a true record.
2. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
3. President’s Items
a. The President thanked Sally Snook and Gilly Bunday for editing
and producing an excellent Old Brutonian Magazine. She also
thanked David Hindley for proofreading the publication.
b. Thanks were also given to Gilly Bunday’s efforts to update the
OBA database and website to improve email communication
with OBs, informing them of events and OBA news.
c. Sophie Stanford-Tuck retired from the Committee at this
meeting, and in her absence the President wished to register her
gratitude for the contribution she has made to the Association
while serving on the Committee.
d. The President confirmed that the London Lunch would take
place at Stationers’ Hall on Friday 4th December.
e. 2015 OBA Prize Winners
OBA Prize for excellence in GCSE was awarded to Sam Young
The OBA Progress prizes are awarded to Edith Bruford, Isabelle
Longpre and Georgina
MacLeod-Ash
OBA Scholarships holders remain
Harry McHugh- Lyon House 5th Form (excellent sportsman)
Lauren Glover-Wellesley House U6th (a very talented musician)
4. Hon Secretary’s Report
a. The ‘First of the Month’ gatherings have continued to be
successful, attracting OBs from UK and Europe. There will be no
meetings over the School summer holidays and dates are
published on the website. It is hoped that some meetings will
be held at different locations at King’s over the next 12 months.
b. The OBA First World War Remembrance plaque is now place in
St Mary’s Church.
c. The Old Brutonian 2015 was only distributed to OBs residing in
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Europe to reduce postage costs; due to the update and cleansing
of the database less magazines have been returned. Those living
outside Europe wishing to receive a copy have contacted the
office and their magazine was posted to them
5. Hon Treasurer’s Report
a. The ‘First of the Month’ gatherings have continued to be
successful, attracting OBs from UK and Europe. There will be no
meetings over the School summer holidays and dates are
published on the website. It is hoped that some meetings will be
held at different locations at King’s over the next 12 months.
b. The OBA First World War Remembrance plaque is now place in
St Mary’s Church.
c. The Old Brutonian 2015 was only distributed to OBs residing in
Europe to reduce postage costs; due to the update and cleansing
of the database less magazines have been returned. Those living
outside Europe wishing to receive a copy have contacted the
office and their magazine was posted to them
6. Officers and Committee
a. The Hon Secretary, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, agreed to serve for
another year and was duly elected.
b. The Hon Treasurer, Michael West, agreed to serve for another year
and was duly elected.
c. The Association is legally no longer required to have an Hon
Auditor.
d. The Meeting unanimously endorsed the Committee’s
recommendation of Gemma Brunton (née Sage, W92/94) as a
new Committee member, to replace Sophie Stanford-Tuck who
retires by rotation, and it was proposed that Gareth Evans would
be elected onto the Committee in September, at which time he
would stand down from his position as Deputy Head of the
School and begin his new role as 500th Director.
7. AOB
It was discussed that the OBA would like to support a summer ‘Open
Day’ to be held at King’s to replace the Fête Champêtre. If the School
were to plan such an event the 2016 AGM would be incorporated
within the arrangements.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 12.40pm, and
those attending the AGM enjoyed a lunch with their partners in the
John Davie Room.

NOTICE OF AGM 2016

The Annual General Meeting of the Old Brutonian
Association will be held in Room S3 of The
Hobhouse Building, King’s School Bruton on
Saturday 11th June 2016 at 6.00pm.
1. to receive the accounts and reports of the Honorary Auditor
acting as an independent examiner for the year ended 31st
December, 2015;
2. to receive the accounts of the Old Brutonian Association
Charitable Trust and the reports of the Trustees and of the
independent examiner for the year ended 31st December, 2015;
3. to elect members of the Committee;
4. to elect an Honorary Secretary for the ensuing year;
5. to elect an Honorary Treasurer for the ensuing year;

PLEASE NOTE THE DATE
AND FORMAT FOR THE MEETING

The Old Brutonian 2016 - www.oldbrutonians.com

THE london lunch

OLD BRUTONIAN LONDON LUNCHEON

The Annual London Lunch was held on Friday 4th December 2015 in Stationers' Hall
in the City, attended by the following: 112 Old Brutonians, 7 Honorary Old Brutonians,
the Headmaster and the OBA Assistant Secretary.
30s
Darrell Hamley (Pl/O36/44)
40s
John Coleman (N45/48)
Geoffrey Jarman (N45/50)
Keith Loney (O48/53)
Chris Rhys-Jones (O45/49)
Michael West (O49/55) Hon Treasurer
50s
Robert Berry (P57/60)
Martin Coombs (O56/59)
Jeremy Courtney (P/L53/56)
Roger Gallannaugh (O54/57)
Ian James (N58/61)
John Longman (P57/61)
Graham McLeod (P59/64)
Chris Noel (O56/61)
Jerry Pontin (N56/60)
Michael Read (P/L52/57)
Norman Robson (O54/59)
Anton Schooley (O/B58/63)
Peter Squire (P59/63)
Richard Sullivan (N58/62)
Tony Tiley (N57/59)
Julian Wather (O56/59)
Robert Wily (L57/61)
Jamie Wood (O/B58/62)
John Wood (O56/59)
60s
Brian Barton (O62/67)
Paul Carpenter (N66/70)
Kirsten Palmer (née Hamilton Fairley)
(H69/71) President
Peter Phillips (L60/65)
David Poulton (P65/70)
Colin Williams (L65/68)
70s
John Dryden (P74/79)
David Fleming (B73/76) Vice President
Richard Hammond (B73/76)
Raj Munde (N71/74)
Mike Read (O79/84)
Eric Risbridger (B73/78)
Sassan Saebi (B73/76)
David Sage (B72/77)
Dick Sargant (B72/76)
80s
Jeremy Ashton-Phillips (L84/89)
Dino Conci (B89/94)
Richard Dormer (P89/92)
Tom Foot (O89/92)
Nick Gammon (P86/91)
Billy Gammon (P87/92)
Jon Hannon (P89/92)
Jolyon Jago (P87/90)
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

Spencer Jeffrey (P82/87)
Richard Juszt (P82/86)
Kate Juxon (née Sampson) (W87/89)
Edward Lazenby (N81/84)
Douglas McKenzie (L89/94)
Andrew McNeil (P89/94)
James McNeil (P87/92)
John Miles (N81/86)
David Nealon (N80/84)
Ben Newman (P85/90)
Helen Sampson (W85/87)
James Stevens (N86/91)
Simon Wakely (P89/92)
Philip Williams (P87/92)
Rupert Wilson (B82/86)
André Zlattinger (P86/89)
90s
Russell Allen (N90/93)
Marc Azevedo (P91/95)
Robert Bailward (B98/00)
Edward Beresford-Jones (O90/95)
Gemma Brunton (née Saye) W92/94)
Henry Burrows (O90/95)
Charlie Campbell (P93/98)
Rob Campbell (O95/00)
John Cunningham (L90/95)
Janey Dawe (née De Nagle Costello)
W95/97)
Douglas Douglas (N93/98)
Mark Dunn (P95/00)
Mark Fitzgerald (L94/96)
Matt Gresham (P90/95)
James Knowling (L94/99)
Kate Lea (née Sedgman) W95/97)
Luke Lloyd-Davies (L91/96)
Tim McCullum (O90/95)
Sandy McKenzie (L95/00)
Charles Noble (P95/99)
Chris Pratt (O95/00)
Sinead Read (née Costello) (W92/94)
James Ricketts (B90/95)
Jason Rogers (P90/95)
Sophie Stanford-Tuck (W95/97)
James Thomas (L90/95)
Edward Thomas (L93/98)
Noel Williams (N90/93)
Daniel Wyatt (P91/96)
00s
Harry Best (L08/12)
Will Curry (B05/10)
George Edgar (L08/13)
Charlie Garai (B05/10)
Josh Henthorne (L08/13)
Tom Hunt (N05/10)
Rebecca Kaye (W07/09)

Stuart Kaye (B06/11)
Alex Mitchell (B06/11)
Dan Osborne (L05/07)
Lauren Osborne (P08/13)
Andrew Sage (B04/09)
Will Shepard (B03/08)
Jamie Staib (O05/10)
Seb Teuber (N08/13)
Elliott Thornhill (B07/12)
Daniel Watts (N06/11)
Matthew Watts (N04/09)
Christopher Wilton (B06/11)
Hon OBs and Guests
Tony Beadles, Hon OB
Gilly Bunday, Assistant Secretary
Gareth Evans, Hon OB
David Hindley, Hon OB
Colin Juneman, Hon OB
Jan Juneman, Hon OB
Anthony Palmer, Senior Warden
Ed Tickner, Hon OB
Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, Hon OB, Hon Sec
Ian Wilmshurst, Headmaster

the 2016
London Lunch

Please note that the 2016
London Lunch will be held at

Stationers' Hall,
Ave Maria Lane,
London, EC4M 7DD
on Friday 2nd December at noon

The cost is £90.00 (£75 for under 25s)
www.oldbrutonians.com
e-mail:oba@kingsbruton.com
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1950s
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Norman ELLIOTT (O49/51) and his
brother Colin (P/L54/56) enjoyed a
visit to King’s and had a quick look
around their former houses. It was the
first time either of them had returned
to King’s since leaving over half a
century ago.

Tony BUBBEAR (P57/63) paid a visit to
King’s last Autumn for a trip down
memory lane. He visited Priory House,
and could not get over how much had
changed in the 52 years since he was
last at the School.

1960s
Tim BLANNING (O55/60) has had his
most recent book, Frederick the Great –
King of Prussia published by Penguin,
It is being translated into German and
Chinese and receiving outstanding
reviews.
Tim CORBY (N58/62) wrote that he is
still living in South Africa but
frequently travels further afield as his
children and grandchildren mostly live
north of the equator. He hopes to visit
Bruton in 2019.
Richard TAYLOR (O57/61) sent us the
photo below, displaying himself at the
peak of the pyramid in the late 50s.

Keith WARREN-PRICE (B60/65)
moved to Dorset in 2014 with his wife,
Penny, whom he married in 2011. They
are doing up a very old cottage and
will soon be joined by pigs, chickens
and a goose – to keep their quail
company. He and Perran NEWTON
(L60/63) attended the First of the
Month drinks in February this year.
John ANDERSON (B60/65) recently
moved back to the Bruton area after
spending years living on the other side
of the country. He wrote that he has
enjoyed the First of the Month
gatherings and is grateful for being
welcomed back to King’s, despite

continuing to proceed through Bruton
with caution and trepidation,
“expecting to see John Tyndall appear
around every corner to tell me I’m out
of bounds!”
Michael LONG (P64/69) recently
visited the School in order to attend
the ISADA (Independent Schools Art &
Design Association) Conference which
was being hosted by King’s. He is
currently teaching Art at King Edward
VI School in Southampton.
Michael ANNEN (O65/70) wrote that
this year he will have completed 40
years in private practice as a solicitor
since qualifying in 1976, having always
practised in Bournemouth and with no
intention of retiring just yet!
This year he also celebrates 35 years of
marriage to his wife, Debbie, and is
about to become a grandfather for the
second time. Having learnt to play
squash at King’s when he was 15, he
played continuously for teams
throughout Dorset until he reached
the age of 55, when he hung up his
racquet. However, he has now moved
on to racketball which, he says, is far
friendlier on old joints. He runs a
gentlemen’s team of a certain age in
Dorset leagues. He still regularly sees
Peter DOBSON (O60/65) and Nigel
YEOMAN (P51/54) and his son Gareth
YEOMAN (P74/79) at the local yacht
club but would welcome any contact
from any other 1965-1970
contemporaries on
m.annen@btinternet.com.
Simon LEEGOOD (B69/73) sent us this
photo of himself, Paul TWEEDALE
(O68/73), Clive WOOD (O70/74), Paul
CARLISLE (L70/73) and Charles
HIGHETT (N69/74) who recently met
up at the RAF Club, Piccadilly for a
January lunch (and beers!) and to
reminisce.
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1970s
Ian SHEFFIELD-PARKER (N76/80)
wrote that, after leaving King’s, he
graduated from the Cambourne
School of Mines in Cornwall with a
BEng (Hons) in Chemical Engineering
and an HND in Mining Engineering.
He then moved to South Africa to
work with De Beers and Anglo
American. In 1991 he migrated to
Australia and has spent most of his
career there, with the occasional trip
back to Africa to set up copper mines
in the Congo and Zambia. He and his
wife Patricia now live in Cairns with
their daughter Zara (8). He wrote “I
am still amazed to this day how King’s
shaped me and prepared me for the
real world, and I still tell the story that
if it wasn’t for King’s I would have
dropped out of school at 16 and gone
surfing!”

day last summer at Balmoral, where
he was helping to run a private event
for HM The Queen which involved the
Massed Cadet Pipes and Drums Beat
Retreat for her and just four guests! A
very special occasion, indeed!

Public Relations at Rueckert
Advertising and Public Relations Inc in
the USA. He would love to make
contact with other OBs and his e mail
address is:
edwardsgparham@gmail.com.
Tom HOWE (N87/90) has recently
moved out of London to live in
Berkshire although he still runs a
global executive search and business
broker consultancy in London, which
he continues to enjoy.

Whilst retirement does not beckon
just yet, he is already thinking that
York has certain attractions, not least
the Minster and its music. He still
finds time to sing occasionally with
the local operatic society, although
they do have a fixation on performing
American musicals – and there aren’t
many members of the society who
can put on convincing American
accents. “It’s like a tour through all the
53 States when some of them speak!”.

1980s

Ed PARHAM (L82/87) has recently
been promoted Vice President of

Chris CLAUSING (N88/90) is still
serving in the German Navy, and is
currently the Commanding Officer of
the frigate FGS Karlsruhe. He took
command in September 2013 after
returning from a two year tour at the
NATO Maritime HQ (MARCOM) in
Northwood, UK. He is married to
Ann-Katrin and they have two
children, Magdalena (5) and
Maximilian (4).
Dan HAMMOND (L88/93), John-Kai
FLEMING (B88/93), Chris UPTON
(N88/93), Paul HOSKINS (B88/93),
Mark HOSKINS (B89/94), Alex
CONCI (B86/91) and Jan De BRAUW
(O90/93) had the good fortune to
gather to watch the RWC quarter final
between Scotland and Australia.
“Friends made at Bruton last a
lifetime.” (the photo, below, also shows
Peter Hoskins, father of Paul and Mark
but who was not at King’s).

John BRETT (O76/79) recently took up
the post of Headmaster at The Abbey
Prep School in Suffolk, having
previously been Headmaster of Old
Buckenham Hall and, before that, St
Mary’s Melrose in the Scottish Borders.
He continues to be interested in
cricket, having played in Hubert
Doggart’s Colts XI, and music, having
sung in Bill Slogrove’s Chapel Choir
and played in Malcolm Ellingworth’s
KSB Big Band.
Martin PASSMORE (Hon OB) wrote
that, having had one or two false
starts since moving to St Andrews 15
years ago, he now works full-time for
the Cadet Forces, running public
events in Scotland and overseeing the
delivery of a variety of vocational
awards - a fascinating job and one
that is forever changing and evolving.
The photo was taken on a very rainy
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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Piers Baker (B76/80) returns to King’s

K

nowing how much I had loved my time at King's,
my partner Alison arranged a surprise weekend
in Bruton and, in cahoots with the OBA, booked
us into the school's Open Day in January. So, disguised
rather poorly as prospective parents (my children are 24
and 27), we enjoyed an escorted tour of the School.
I was a boarder from 1976 to 1980. So much has
changed for the better, yet there are so many areas that
are, thankfully, as I remember them. The charm of the
town remains, the beauty of the setting is every bit as
lovely, and the warmth and friendliness of everyone at
the school is exactly as I remember it.
We were shown round Blackford, my old house, by a
wonderfully confident young Blackfordian, Toby
Kingsberry, who had to endure an hour of me saying
things like "that wasn't there in my day" and "I can't
believe my old study is now the staircase!". Thank you
for your patience, Toby...
As a professional cartoonist I was delighted to see
how far the Art Department has come since I left some
36 years ago. This innovative, contemporary and
inspiring work and exhibition space is something I
would have loved, and it's great to see that creativity is
now supported, encouraged and nurtured. In my day I
was steadfastly steered towards an academic subject
instead of art, ironically the area that has become my
profession.
I was a keen runner (Captain of Athletics and the
South West Counties 400m champion) and it's
fascinating to see the old derelict farmhouse buildings
that we used to run past on the old 'Park Wall run' now
reinvented as a trendy art gallery. I'm happy to report
that the rumours of Bruton becoming the 'new Notting
Hill' are to be taken with a hefty pinch of salt. It's better
than that - yes there's more to explore, but do check out
the locally run eateries and pubs for local fayre and
brew.
After leaving King's I spent an exciting year on
school-organised Project Trust voluntary service in

12

Egypt, surviving a dramatic plane crash at Luxor airport.
I then began work as a graphic designer producing
artwork for Wall's Ice, creating ice cream and lolly
wrappers. Much of my work can still be seen in rubbish
bins outside newsagents across Europe and indeed it
will have passed through your hands if you've ever
enjoyed a 'Funny Feet', 'Twister' or 'Feast'.
In 1995, I decided to follow my dream of being a
cartoonist which meant halving my salary but doubling
my job satisfaction. It's a decision I have not regretted. I
fulfilled a key ambition in life by becoming a worldwide
published cartoonist with King Features Syndicate
based in New York. My cartoon - 'Ollie and Quentin' - is
about the unlikely friendship between a seagull and an
adventurous lugworm who are best friends despite the
obvious food chain disparity that suggests Ollie should
prefer Quentin as a snack rather than a friend. It's great
fun and you can read it every day on www.gocomics.
com, on Instagram, Twitter or on the Ollie and Quentin
Facebook page. Google it.
Back to King's... it was a delight to visit my English
teacher, David Hindley who not only gave me my first
acting role (when there were far better actors around)
but also encouraged my cartoon drawing by asking me
to create artwork for the Dolphin. That kind of
endorsement goes a long long way for a young artist
and I have never forgotten it. Everyone has their top
teacher at school. David was, and is, mine. Fantastic to
see my old drawings still hanging in his downstairs loo.
Fame at last!
Today I'm a director of a whiteboard animation
company called Doodle Ads. I draw the cartoons for
those 'explainer videos' you might have seen where a
hand can be seen drawing cartoons very quickly to
music or a voiceover. One day I might grow up and get a
proper job, but until then I'm happy letting my
imagination run wild and my drawing hand run free!
I had a very memorable day - try it, go back and visit,
you'll love it!
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A journey back in time – Iain Raphael (B82/87)

Before Christmas my brother Simon, who now
teaches at King’s, asked if I would do a careers chat to
the 6th Form of my old school. How could I resist such a
request? After 29 years, it was an opportunity to
reminisce and I reckoned by now anyone who had
taught me then had long ago moved on and, as such, all
my past misdemeanors would be forgotten, if not
forgiven!!! Driving into the School I immediately felt the
old familiarity and comfort that King’s provided for me.

Detective Superintendent, Head of Long’s Crime
Prevention Team in the Metropolitan Police. It was this
that shaped my talk. Looking up from the stage to the
group of 90 or so Sixth Formers it was great to see how
the school is thriving. My messages to the current
pupils were clear: though you may not realise it at
present, your time at King’s really is, and will be, one of
the very best periods in your life. Furthermore, what
King’s gives you when you leave, is the ability, if you
push hard enough, to achieve anything you want.
After the talk, I was thrilled to be taken on a tour of
Blackford by the current Housemaster, Nick Bunday. A
great deal had moved on, but a lot was the same. The
smells of some of the boys’ rooms reminded me of mine!
What was really great were the pictures and images put
up by Nick, which really added to the sense of history. I
finished off with a picture of me and some of the
current house occupants.

Author in 1982 – bottom row 4th one in from the right with a great
pudding bowl cut!!

There were a few new buildings but a lot of the key
buildings – the sports hall, Blackford House, the gym and
theatre were still broadly as I remembered them.
Meeting Will Dawe and my brother at Reception, the
collegiate atmosphere for the teaching staff was
obvious.
So to my talk. To many who knew me then, few would
have anticipated I would now be Dr Iain Raphael, a

1990s
Adam NUNN (B91/96) wrote to say
that in 2013 he joined one of the legs of
the Clipper Round the World Yacht
Race and sailed from Rio de Janiero to
Cape Town. 2014 saw the arrival of
Wilf (William Oscar), and 2015 saw the
family leave London for rural Kent for
some peace and quiet. This didn’t last
long as they then quickly moved on to
Paris, and currently live within 5
minutes of the Arc de Triomphe and 15
minutes of the Eiffel Tower. They plan
to move back to Kent this year before
the arrival of Nunn No 2 in July.
Adrian THOMPSON (L94/99) is still
serving as a commissioned officer and,
in August 2015, took over as Company
Commander with the 1st Battalion the
Mercian Regiment in Bulford,
Wiltshire. Prior to that he had been
working in the Permanent Joint
Headquarters in Northwood as part of
a team planning military operations in
14

West Africa, for which he was awarded
an MBE in the New Year’s Honours List
2016. He recently bought a flat in
Earlsfield with his long term girlfriend,
Charlotte, and his weekends are spent
training their dog and doing DIY!
Daniel HODDER (B97/02) continues as
Head of Geography at King’s and in
September he will move to Lyon as
Housemaster.

like Laura Trott and Geraint Thomas.
He lives in Teddington with his wife
Jules and their three children Jake (7),
Toby (5) and Arabella (1). In the
summer of 2015 he visited the School
as guest speaker at the end of year
Prize Giving. He gave an extremely
uplifting and informative speech,
which was very well received by both
parents and pupils.

Mark CALVERLEY (former teacher
98/01) wrote from New Zealand,
where he is now living. He would love
to hear from any OBs living or
travelling in NZ. mark@rugbynews.
co.nz
Luke LLOYD DAVIES (L91/96) is
working in London as the Chief
Operating Officer of the Rocket
Entertainment Group, which looks
after the careers and lives of such
talent as Elton John, Ed Sheeran and
Maverick Sabre, as well as Olympians
The Old Brutonian 2016 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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Melanie ASHTON (née Anderson)
(W93/95) is still living in Brisbane
where she owns a sailing company
called Cardinal Charters.
Mark ANDERSON (P93/97) is
currently living in Somerset with his
wife and daughter, where he owns his
own painting company.
Charlie MINTY (94/99) recently
returned to King’s to join staff, parents
and Friends of King’s for an evening of
haggis eating and reeling. Since
leaving King’s he has read French
Language and English Literature at
Manchester. He currently lives in Bath
and is happy to hear from other old
Brutonians. No longer playing rugby
for Corsham RFC, his new found
passion is dancing, including Salsa,
Latin & Ballroom and the Argentine
Tango.
Sally AUSTIN (née MINTY) (A97/00)
is currently living in Christchurch,
Dorset with her husband Alan and
their two year old son, Ben.
Robert CHILD (P97/02) has recently
moved to Hong Kong to continue his
role as Senior Associate in the
Restructuring and Insolvency team at
Clifford Chance. He would love to hear
from any other OBs living in Hong
Kong. robchild55@hotmail.com
Jake EGGERSTON (L99/04) returned
to King’s in 2008 and spent four years
working in the Chaplaincy, the History
Department and as Resident Tutor in
New House. Since September last year
he has been training for ordination in

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

the Church of England at Oak Hill
Theological College in North London.
He is married to Nicola and in
December 2015 they welcomed
Elizabeth Joy into the world, a sister
for Susannah (2).
John SANDEMAN (P08/93) will be
performing in Hamlet and All’s Well
That Ends Well at the Tobacco Factory,
Bristol until the end of the April,
before going on tour around the UK
until the end of June.
Nick GROSS (L99/04) has recently
moved to Dubai and is keen to get in
touch with any other Far East-based
OBs. He has already made contact
with Andy JAMES (B86/91) who has
been based in Dubai for 8 years as an
A380 Captain for Emirates Airline.
Nick’s e mail address is: nickgross4@
gmail.com.
Mark DUNN (P95/00) and many
others, visited King’s during the
Autumn Term to watch a home rugby
match. They enjoyed reminiscing
about their time at King’s and many
were accompanied by wives, partners
and children. Pictured below, top row
from left to right: Jolyon HOLT
(N94/99), Paul CRANG (L94/99),
George POINTON-TAYLOR (N94/99),
Andrew Gillett (O95/00), Robin
CORDINA (B94/99), Chris PRATT
(O95/00), Duncan WEIR (O92/97),
Sandy MCKENZIE (L95/00), Tom
HACKING (O95/00), Marco LAIN
(N92/97), Tristan LARK (N98/00),
Charlie TALMAGE (N94/99) Will PITT
(L93/98), Ed TICKNER (Hon OB/Ex
staff), Simon ATKINSON (Hon OB/Ex

Staff). Bottom Row from left to right:
Mark DUNN (P95/00), Grant BENTLEY
(N95/00), Rob BAILWARD (B98/00).

2000s
Simon LAQUER (N03/07) when
writing was close to finishing his
training to become a paramedic. He
lives in Lübeck, Germany.
Rupert BUNDAY (L04/09) is still
working at Giggleswick School in
Yorkshire whilst doing his PGCE in
Secondary Physical Education. Last
summer he visited Hong Kong, his
place of birth, and caught up with
good friends Sophie SAUNDERS
(A07/12), Ali REDWOOD (A07/09),
YoYo SO (P04/09), Hollie GALE
(P04/09), Emily SAUNDERS (A07/09),
Josh TANG (L04/09), Hugo DEACON
(O04/09), Tapiwa MANZINYI
(N08/12) and Kevin LAU (L05/09).
The photo shows all but Hugo, Tapiwa
and Kevin.

Lloyd WALLACE (B08/13) Following on
from his success last year, Lloyd has
recently come 7th at the Deer Valley
Aerials World Cup in the USA where
he achieved a personal best score.
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Envisioning Bruton Priory

hanks to Roger Gallannaugh’s hard work the Abbey conference in July was very rewarding.
Roger’s summary in the parish magazine did not quite cover the threads that this old boyattendee offered in the days following the conference as working hypotheses, which might be first
tested, and then modified, as analysis proceeds in working toward a fuller picture of Bruton Priory.
Roger’s discovery of four fine watercolours of the elevations of the post-dissolution Berkeley
mansion and a ground plan, sited as we know partly on the Glebe, show the putative fifteenthcentury prior’s house as an essay in two and three storey design under a level roof, possibly leaded,
with perhaps the usual integration of the detached kitchen when it became the abbot’s house. Its
adaptation by the Berkeleys into their mansion with consolidations of the plan to the east, took the
plan form up to a notional boundary aligned on the south door of St Mary’s. The range to this
boundary may have formed a first floor hall. To this writer’s eyes the foreground of level lawns in the
watercolours appears unconvincing – a decorative moat seems more likely. The c. 1845 tithe map on
the wall of Bruton Museum shows the ghost of a Berkeley-period drive aligned on the mansion’s
west door commenced as far away as the Cole road, and continues as a line through the plan of the
mansion, to pleasure gardens far to the east at the river, beyond what in the 1950’s was John Snow’s
sawmills. Plox and the road past New House appears on the map as no more than a track. The
geometry of the Berkeleys’ post-dissolution consolidations suggests that the present-day Abbey
playing field, the site of the Priory church east of the line of the south door of St Mary’s, still then
consecrated land, was an obstacle to development that the family respected.
In the early 1960s King’s boys would not think to roam the vicarage garden (under Davey’s
headship - compare with the bravura of old boy Mark Robinson’s permitted dig of an undercroft of
the lost mansion in the 1950s, under Sale’s headship), but this July Father Justin directed me to predissolution figurative sculpture later affixed in the vicarage garden, which, coupled with its likeness
on the Priory’s Court house corbel (now Priory House) in the High Street, proved to be of unicorns. The
supplicant unicorn being emblematic of the Virgin Mary, I thought that this may be connected with
the Priory’s unknown mother house; when I searched I was quickly led to the arms of the town of St
Lo in Normandy, appropriate enough (for an Augustinian house had existed there), to warrant
documentary research in France.
The great so-called precinct wall opposite Old House, all 13 bays buttressed at 20 feet centres,
might be better explained as one surviving side wall of a composite barn range, both the priory
(perhaps by that date the Abbey) barn and the rectorial barn, but if so such bay widths will need
more explanation, as only geophysics of the vicarage garden can provide! The putative barn ranges
and the Court house are certain indicators of the high status and wealth of the Abbey.
Other possible hypotheses also deserve investigation. Elsewhere religious houses used rivers
as secure boundaries for reasons of economy, and doubtless this would have been the case with the
Brue as the north boundary of the priory. Reference to the great width of the bridge over the Brue is
suggestive of the site of the priory gatehouse, and this may bring into focus the otherwise
unexplained north tower of St Mary’s. In addition Old House needs to be revisited as a putative
foundation of King’s School within the priory enclave. It is to be hoped that others will continue
fieldwork on the Berkeley gardens within the Park Wall landscape in the context of the pre-existing
priory fishponds.
John Winstone RIBA
Conservation architecture, (N 58/62)
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Need Independent Mortgage Advice?
Let Charles Cameron & A ssociates help take the stress
out of ﬁnding the best deal for you.

Charles Cameron & Associates is a leading London based independent
mortgage broker. We are experts in providing lending solutions for
residential, investment and commercial property in the UK. We can also help
ﬁnance international property in many life style destinations around the world.
W hatever your lending requirements, our specialist experienced team will
offer the highest standards of service for your individual needs.
Y our home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on you mortgage or
any debt secured on it.
There may be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount of any fee will depend on your
own circumstances, but typically this could be 0.5% of the amount borrowed.
W e source from the whole of the market, with the exception of bridging loans and home
reversion plans.
Charles Cameron & Associates Ltd undertakes credit broking and is not a lender

020 7953 7040
Email us at: info@ccameron.co.uk
Visit us at: www.ccameron.co.uk
Call us on:

Blackfriars Foundry, 154-156 Blackfriars Road, London SE18EN

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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In the Autumn of 2015, Wayne Spilsbury, Head of Art, created an exhibition for Somerset
Art Works, showing some of the varied artistic career paths followed by Old Brutonians.
On Tuesday 1st December, The Old Brutonian Association held their popular
'First Tuesday of the Month' drinks in the Art Gallery, with canapés made and served by
the pupils of the BTec Hospitality group, taught by Rose Vigers-Belgeonne.
This provided an opportunity for local OBs to see just how talented are our Alumni!

Kitty Hillier (A99/03) maintained contact with King’s, offering
workshops and being appointed artist in residence at Hazlegrove.
Following her degree and a time in Bristol she moved to live in
Cornwall. She continues to develop her practice in a small studio
overlooking a quiet harbour area and exhibits throughout the South
West. In addition she works for an up and coming clothing company,
Seasalt, and is involved in its on-line creative marketing initiatives.
www.Kittyhillier.co.uk

Dave Watts (O95/00) remembers processing his first roll of film
whilst at King's and has become a successful travel photographer,
winning awards and being involved with prestigious publications.
He is a master of the candid, seeing the potential for a photograph
and swiftly capturing the moment. He also has a successful
wedding photography business which is proving popular. www.
davewattsphotography.co.uk

Elena Gual (W08/12) was a talented pupil at King's and within months had
attained a standard that won her the Worshipful Company of Painter
Stainers' Prize for painting. She is now studying at The Florence Academy of
Art – she was at their school in Florence but is now at their sister school in
New York. She says of her early time there 'my first year was really tough
and I even thought about leaving the Academy and continuing my studies
somewhere else, but after I controlled the technique I felt more comfortable
here. It is really hard work but I do see progress which is always good! We
draw casts every day for 3 hours and the live human figure for 5, so it does
take a lot of concentration.'
18
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Thomas de Montegriffo (was Thomas Gargrave at
school) (P97/01) started his chosen career as part of de
Beers' design team working in Paris with 24 women!
Whilst there, he designed a new ethnic jewellery range.
He now has his own company, of which he says, 'We are
jewellers who want to create a really interesting brand
and we spend a lot of time thinking about how to
develop new things. It’s like haute couture – we put so
much into each piece. Yes, it is painful to make each
new ring, but if I didn’t love what I do so much, it
would be a jail sentence.' www.montegriffo.com
Ben Casey (P91/96) honed his passion for design at the
renowned Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design in
London and gained experience at several agencies at the heart
of the industry before moving to Sydney, Australia where he
became a founding member of Spinifex Group.
In 2007, Ben moved to California to establish a second
Spinifex studio in Los Angeles. Following the success of
Spinifex in the U.S., Ben was appointed as Vice President,
Digital Engagement Marketing for Project: WorldWide in 2012
where his responsibilities have been expanded to provide
direction and leadership for multiple digital agencies within
the global network.
Ben’s company specialises in video and graphics. Individual
and corporate events have included: The Beijing Olympics and
Painting the Sails at Sydney Opera House

James Hayes (O97/02) was inspired by an art trip to Florence
during his time at King's and he returned there after leaving
King's to learn from the masters. James now works in a terrace
of Art and Crafts-era dwellings known as St Paul’s Studios,
which were built in 1891 as artists’ homes. The north-facing
arched double-storey windows give muted yet constant light
that greatly enhance the conditions for any painter. The tall
narrow windows were for getting large canvases in and out.

Oli Pearce (O09/14) has just completed his
Foundation at Camberwell and is embarking
upon a degree in Fine Art and Art History at
the prestigious Goldsmiths which has
produced many of the leading British
postmodernists. Oli’s work is avant garde but
also draws upon traditions informed by his
History of Art studies.

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

19

DIVERSITY

Eddie Powers (L07/10) was, apparently, a snappy dresser whilst at
King's, pushing the boundaries with his hair and coats. He left
King’s to study Fine Art at Falmouth and whilst there he realised
that it was textiles and tailoring that he was really most
passionate about. He left to be apprenticed as a tailor, pattern
cutting. Eddie has his small flat kitted out for his own work and in
the day works for Ralph Lauren on Savile Row, and is involved in
the manufacture of made to measure suits and the like. He has
recently announced a move into shirt manufacturing.

Theo Scaramanga (N08/10) left King's to study at University of
the West Of England in Bristol. The photo shows his graduate
show with proposals for a water front redevelopment of an
existing site in Bristol, including a cantilevered infinity pool. Theo
won the nomination for the prestigious RIBA (Royal Institute of
British Architects) prize. Theo was quickly snapped up by an
architects' practice and is now an architectural assistant at
Stonewood Design.

Tim Abbey (B05/10) realised that he wanted to pursue a career
in the Arts, both in music and portraiture, thanks to the solid
foundation and discipline in creative practice that he learned at
Kings. His final portfolio and first solo exhibition after leaving
Bruton won him enough commissions to travel around South
America. He is now in London, working as a musician in a
recording studio and painting commissions.

Jim Hillier (B02/07) says that King's taught him to sketch and Falmouth
School of Art focused his sketching into the architectural discipline. He
concentrated not only on the quality of a black and white drawing, but
in developing his personal style, including much more computer
generated work applying colour and shading using Photoshop. He now
specialises in using these skills as an Interior Architect & Visualiser for
a London based luxury property developer, Finchatton.

Slade Lamey (O97/02) did a Foundation Course at
Bournemouth Arts Institute followed by a Fine Arts
degree at Central Saint Martin's and graduated in
2007. Whilst at university he worked as an assistant
in a Post Production company and has gone on to
work in video and editing on a broad range of projects
both freelance and part of a team. He has worked on
programmes such as Biggest Loser, Protect Catwalk &
100 Greatest Comedy Moments.
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Cloudia (Claudia) Knight (A97/02) was an actress in London for 8 years after
graduating from the Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts in London. She is now
the Theatre Practitioner at a school called Killi Killi (named after the local
Hawks), on a small island in the Virgin Islands! She says 'it has been tough
finding funding on a small island, but we are now up and running well, after
two years. It's a massive success and has limited resources, so we pride
ourselves on being a little hub of the community whilst encouraging children
and adults to launch their creative side and throw all inhibitions away. I live
here with my baby daughter Dottie and partner Leo.' www.killikillico.com
Steph Cowley (W07/09) came to King's from Australia to
study for her A levels. She then travelled the world and
pursued studies in Law and Hospitality Management at
university, but art seemed to sneak into her life whether
she wanted it to or not. When she returned to Port
Douglas in Australia, where the Great Barrier Reef meets
the Daintree Rainforest, she started painting the local
inhabitants from crocodiles to turtles and tropical fish.
Her work soon generated interest from locals and tourists
alike and it wasn’t long before she was earning and
enjoying it more than her day-job! Steph relocated to
Sydney in August 2014 to pursue art full-time. Since moving to Sydney she has
traded at over sixty art and design markets, exhibited in six group exhibitions and
had three solo exhibitions. She says that the highlight of her artistic career so far is
exhibiting at the Sydney Children’s Hospital where her work sold out before it
reached the walls. She has accepted a partnership with Greenpeace Australia Pacific
with some very exciting projects to come. www.stephanieelizabethartwork.com

Editor’s appeal!
We are always glad to hear news of Old Brutonians and happy to print updates in the news sections.
Articles for publication need to be copy  in text or Word format, not ‘locked’ .pdf please, and generally
no more than 750 words. Scanned items, handwritten articles, newspaper cuttings or faxes, however
interesting, cannot be easily transcribed. Photos must be JPEG files at maximum resolution (300 ppi,
minimum size of 100mm wide) with details of any OBs in the photo.  Due to the Data Protection Act,
we no longer publish addresses, so please contact the OBA office for details of Old Brutonians.

Advertising in The Old Brutonian:

£180 full page; £95 half page; £50 quarter page; £350 double page.
All adverts must be copy ready for insertion

Would you like to edit The Old Brutonian ?

A message from Sally Snook
I have been editing The Old Brutonian since 2007, including, in 2009, changing the name from
The Old Brutonian Association Newsletter. I have had a lot of support from the previous Editor,
David Hindley, Jan Juneman until 2015 and latterly from Gilly Bunday in the OBA office, but I
would like to pass on the baton to another, younger, Old Brutonian. So, is there anyone out there
who would be prepared to assist me next year, and assume the mantle in 2018? Please contact
Gilly in the OBA office if you think you are qualified and would like to do this very rewarding job.
Photo editor: Kirsten Cooke,  Tel: 01935 415293 www.kirsteningercookephotography.co.uk.  
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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Old Brutonian Girls’ Hockey Vs KSB Girls

On a lovely sunny September morning a handful of OB
girls met on Tyndall’s for what turned out to be a rather
one-sided, but nonetheless very enjoyable, game of hockey.
The OBs were traditionally late and too busy chatting to
notice that the KSB team had, in fact, been warming up for
some time. After an initial check, to ensure that all OBs
could remember how to hold their sticks, the game began
with a team made up of OBs, one Old Hazelgrovian and a
couple of current pupils borrowed to swell numbers.
During the first half, the King’s team dominated
possession and it was clear that the OBs were in for a hard
game. By the end of the first half, the King’s girls had
scored 6 (ish) unanswered goals with some incredible play,
whilst the OBs demonstrated some interesting defence
techniques. After a half time talk from OB Manager, Amy
Henthorne (P07/12), play resumed. Despite a short burst of
pressure during which the OBs managed to score a goal,
the final score did not go in their favour. That said, they
all had a great morning in the sunshine and were
delighted to be back at King’s.

From L to R back row: Beka Finch (W09/14), Lottie Carpenter (W10/13), Alice
Curry (W06/12), Rosie Hunter (W11/15), Amy Henthorne (07/12), Charlotte
White (OHZG), Hollie White (W06/09) and Maddie Bruford (07/12)
From L to R front row: Lauren Watson (W08/11) and two KSB pupils used to
swell the numbers.

OBA NETBALL – Sunday 20th March 2015

40 minutes, 10 sisters, 4 Sophies,
3 teachers and 1 winner

Back Row: Sophie Tyack (KSB), Issie Hawkins (KSB), Flo Cobb (KSB), Hollie White
(W10/13), Charlotte White (OHZG), Phoebe Cobb (A08/13), Sophie Saunders
(A07/12), Emma Hunt (A07/12), Lauren Osborne (P08/13), Lottie Carpenter
(W10/13). Front Row:Lucy Tyack (KSB), Sophie Liddell-Grainger (W02/07),
Sophie Finch (KSB), Charlotte Davies (P05/10), May Liddell-Grainger (W06/11),
Sally Tuson (P06/11), Daisy Charlier (W06/11).

Following on from the OBA Boys’ hockey in the morning,
the annual OBA netball match with 20 old and current
students turning up to participate in this prestigious event
was a great success. It was a family affair with the Cobb,
Tyack, Liddell-Grainger, Hawkins and White sisters playing
both with and against each other. Pupils were also
subjected to playing against current staff which only
increased competitiveness, with a comedic height
difference coming from Sophie Finch and Miss LiddellGrainger. With the King's boys securing draws in both their
morning matches, the pressure was on for the King's girls
to perform. They didn't disappoint, winning a tough match.
Both teams played to a very high level in what turned out
to be a highly entertaining afternoon. Thank you to all who
played and supported, and a special thanks to May LiddellGrainger for organising such a successful afternoon.

OLD BRUTONIAN GOLF SOCIETY

The Old Brutonian Golf Society was
formed 10 years ago and, with over 40
active members, we are still going strong.
The Society has three simple aims:
1. For like-minded OBs to enjoy each other’s
company, whilst playing on the finest courses.
2. To promote King’s School, Bruton
3. To promote and encourage golf amongst the
students at King’s School, Bruton.
To do this we have a Spring and an Autumn event
each year and for 2016 these are:
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Trevose Golf Club on 23rd April– a two night stay
includes accommodation, golf and lunch and dinner on
the Saturday.
Woking Golf Club on Friday 7th October – for golf and a
wonderful lunch.
We also have a match against the School and two
matches against other school societies. We are a
friendly society and welcome all golfers, young and
slightly older!
If we can tempt you to join us or you need further
information, please contact John Dryden (P74/79)
E mail: john@traveleditions.co.uk - Tel: 07778 069718
The Old Brutonian 2016 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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Old Boys' Hockey – Sunday 20th March 2016
2 matches, 12 goals, 5 stitches and a lot of laughs.

On what was probably one of the
coldest days in March, 19 Old
Brutonians took to Tyndalls for two
matches against current King’s
pupils. Both games were fast (in
some cases probably too fast for the
OBs), and fun, with play flowing
from one end to the other.
Dave Masters, in goal for the Vets
showed considerable talent against
the King’s 2nd XI team, made all the
more impressive as he’d had little
sleep the night before, courtesy of
the local Hunt Ball, and had not
played in goal for several years. The
game ended with, a more than
satisfactory, 4 goals apiece.
After a five minute breather, the
King’s unbeaten 1st XI took to the
pitch. With 19 OBs to pick from for both matches (due to a
few recent drop outs), some played in both matches,
although the teams were also a little ‘padded out’ with
some staff. Another exciting and much enjoyable game
ensued, with yet another equal result, this time 2-2.
Despite the relenting raw wind, parents of both current
pupils and OBs watched the morning’s fun.
Thanks to staff, Henry Eriksson, Nick Bunday and Stuart
Hamilton who not only padded out the OB teams but also

did the umpiring. We hope that Allan’s eye is better!
OBs playing were Dan Hodder (B97/02), Dave Masters
(O02/07), Allan Wilson (N96/02), Will Shepard (B03/08),
Andrew Sage (B04/09), Joe Collins (B04/09), Ru Bunday
(L04/09), Jake Bunday (L07/12), Harry Best (L08/12), Jack
Cadbury (B07/12), Alex Pang (O07/12), Charles Carpenter
(O07/12), Jack Corbett (L11/14), Paddy Watts (N08/13), Tom
Deaney (L08/13), Ben Carretta (L07/14), John Hopkins
(N09/14), Charlie Auckland (O09/14) and Josh White (L10/15).

Old Boys' CRICKET
Sunday
20th June 2015
The School won by 51 runs.

Back row: Ben Caretta (L09/14), Jack Cadbury (B07/12),
Tom Cowley (L07/12), Max Dellwhite (N09/12),
Paddy Watts (N08/13), Jake Bunday (L07/12),
Olly Oulton (N07/12), Charlie Plummer (B10/13).
Front Row: Bartie Pitt-Brown (L10/14),
George Edgar (L09/13), Harry Best (L08/12),
Max Collett (N10/12), George Willis (L07/12)

OBA SUBSCRIPTION RATES

The Rules of the Association stipulate that the current OBA subscription rates should be published in the Newsletter.  
The following information is given to comply with this requirement.
The life subscription rate for those joining the Association on leaving the School or within ten years thereafter is £250.
The life subscription rate can be changed by the Association in general meeting. The life subscription for those joining more
than ten years after leaving the School is related to the life subscription rate for leavers in the year of joining on a sliding
scale laid down in the Association’s Rules.
Associate membership is available to staff at the School on payment of an annual subscription rate equal to one-tenth of
the life subscription rate for leavers in the year of joining. After payment of ten annual subscriptions an associate  member
automatically becomes a life member.

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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ENGAGEMENTS

ASHTON, Melanie (née Anderson) (W93/95) to Peter Russell.
They are due to marry in September 2016 in Australia.
CHILD, Robert (P97/02), to Vicky Thomson.
DOCHERTY, Jess (P06/11) to Antonin Ficatier. They are due to
marry in August 2016.
DOUGLAS, Ewan (L88/93) to Gemma Stone. Alexander Conci
(B86/89) will be their best man.
MAUGHAN, Simon (B01/06) to Amy Morgan-Bell.
OSBORNE, Daniel (L05/07) to Nicola Harris.

CARPENTER, Emilie (A07/09) to T.J. Rushmere on 11th July 2015
at St Andrew’s Church, Trent with OBs Lucy Ozanne, Nicola
Harris, Oliver Harris, Charles Carpenter and India Carpenter
present.

DOCHERTY, Rebecca (P05/10) to Joshua WILSON-BROWN
(N05/10) on 18th July 2015 at St Mary’s Church, Bruton.
Numerous OBs were present and they were married by Nigel
Wilson-Brown, the School Chaplain.
REDWOOD Barnaby (O02/07) to Polly Evans.
SANDEMAN, John (P98/03) to Mackenzie Scott.
STANFORD-TUCK, Clemency (P04/09) to David Munford.

HOWE, Tom (N87/90) to Rachel Cooper on 25th April 2015.
WATSON, Hayden (B07/09) to Hannah Louise Devereaux on
23rd July 2015.

MARRIAGES

CAPOZZOLI Vincenzo (A04/09) to Rebecca Cole on 12th
December 2015 with OBs
William Winborn, Paul Gray, Tori Gray (née Simmons), Richard
Rowntree, Justin Dean, James Dean and Lee Capozzoli present.
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OULTON, Charlotte (P05/10) to Stefan Davies on 4th July 2015
at St Mary’s Church. North Cadbury. OBs present were Olly
Oulton, Josh and Becca Wilson-Brown, Lucy Salmon, Rheanna
Stevenson, Stella Fox, Ashley Anderson, Bridget Harris, Amelia
Shean, Beccy Clinton-Floyed, Tim Abbey, Ed McConnachie, Ru
Bunday, and Jess Docherty.

EGGERSTON, to Jake (L99/04) and Nicola, a daughter, Elizabeth Joy,
on 13th December 2015, a sister to Susannah.

MAUGHAN, to Dan (B97/02) and Katharina (W00/02), a daughter,
Pia Bryonie, on 30th September 2014.
SCAIFE, to Phoebe (née Glenday) (P99/04) and Philip, a son,
Barnaby Alexander, on 13th August 2015.
SPINNEY, to James and Anna, a daughter, Amelia Beatrix Elizabeth,
on 27th July 2015.
STANFORD-TUCK, to Sophie and John, a son, Wilf Finbarre, on 16th
April 2015.

BIRTHS

ASHTON, to Melanie (née Anderson) (W93/95), a son, Danny, in
May 2014.
ANDERSON, to Mark (P93/97) and Sarah, a daughter, Eva Mai, on
11th September 2014.
BESLEY, to Simon (P88/93) and his partner Julie Johnson, a
daughter, Eliza Lily, on 16th November 2014.

WHITE, to Edward (B95/00) and Camilla, a daughter, Artemis
Leonie Smyllie, on 14th March 2016, a sister for Gus.

CASE, to Jonathan (092/97) and Paula, a daughter, Isabelle Beatrice,
on 25th March 2016.
COX, to James (P/A99/04) a son, Joseph Bader.
DUNN, to Mark (P95/00), a son, Henry Herbert.

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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DEATHS

ALLARD, Anthony (P63/64) – no further details are known.
BARBER, Martin (Hon OB) on 25th October 2015 aged 80
BARGMAN, John (N42/46) on 3rd June 2015, aged 86.
BERTELLI, Bill (O39/42) on 7th April 2012, aged 86.
BICKERTON, Roger on 20th May 2015, aged 81.
EVANS, John R (N52/56). During his time at King’s, John was a
very fine sportsman, achieving Colours in all three core sports,
Rugby, Hockey and Cricket.
FISHER, Colin (P52/54) on 8th January 2016 after a short illness.
FOOT, Charles (N58/62) suddenly on 27th July 2015, aged 71,
brother of late OB Simon (N59/63) and father of Sam (O89/94)
and Joe (O93/98).
GOODMAN, E R (N39/43) on 29th February 2016.
HARCOMBE, Tim (N45/49) on 1st January 2015, brother of Sam
(N43/47).
HITCHEN, Dennis John (O47/49) on 18th September 2015 at his
home in Australia surrounded by his family. His daughter had
recently visited King’s and was extremely grateful that she had,
as a result, been able to tell her father all about her visit and
“bring him much joy to know that the tradition of hospitality
and warmth continues, a characteristic reflected in the way he
ran our home”.
HOBHOUSE, Henry (Hon OB) was Governor of King’s School for
nearly 40 years and Senior Warden – the third generation of his
family to occupy this position. Born in 1924, the oldest son of Sir
Arthur Hobhouse of Hadspen House, he became a
distinguished historian and a highly successful journalist and
author. He was also an active local politician, and he took a
great interest in education.
A man always full of ideas, his impact on King’s School over
four decades was immense. He stood down as Senior Warden in
2000, the year after the new Science Building was named after
him. He suggested using the Millennium Circle to commemorate
many important scientists of the previous 1000 years.
HOLE, Michael (O 37/41) on 24th March 2016, aged 91.
LAMB, Valentine (P/L53/57).
PALMER, Joe (N45/49) on 15th August 2015 aged 83.
SILK, Simon (N71/74) on 3rd June 2015, aged 57, brother of Tim
(N74/78).
TREMLETT, Peter (N39/44).
TREMLETT, John (N36/41), brother of Peter, died on 12th February
2016, aged 92. His obituary will appear in next year’s magazine.
TUCKER, Betty Muriel. Former San Sister at King's. Much loved
sister and aunt, she died peacefully on 23rd January 2016 aged 102
years. In accordance with her wishes, her body has been donated
to medical science.
TYNDALL, Mary (Hon OB) on 20th July 2015 aged 97.
WARREN-PRICE, Peter (P/B57/61) on 13th October 2015 after a long
courageous battle with cancer. In 2005 his two brothers, Keith
(B60/65) and Tim (B72/77), helped him to achieve a long-held
ambition by taking him to China to see the Terracotta Warriors,
after he had been told that he only had months to live. His chief
passion at King’s had been archaeology, mainly at the RomanoBritish site on Evercreech.
WEATHERITT, Nicholas Thompson (Plox42/44, N44/49) on 18th July
2015 aged 83.
WILLMOTH, Edward (N52/55) on 18th December 2015.

Old Brutonian OBITUARIES

The Editors are very happy to include full obituaries (preferably
750 words) and photos of Old Brutonians if sent in digital
format ready for publication to oba@kingsbruton.com
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CHARLES FOOT (N58/62)
1945-2015

Charlie Foot was
appointed Head
Prefect in his final
year at Hazlegrove.
Somebody at the
prep school in the
late 1950s spotted
in the boy qualities
of leadership and
generosity that
would become so
clearly defined in
the man: “Charles
always had time,
and would make
time, for people.”
Those are the
words of Charlie’s
long-standing friend and neighbour, John Hoskin, but they
could equally be the words of his headmaster, explaining
why the thirteen-year-old had been chosen to lead his
peers. John Hoskin’s tribute to his late friend continues in
similar vein: “He was a very Christian-like man: whatever
he was involved in, he saw the good side and was
wonderful to anyone who was in trouble, in an
unassuming way. As a farmer, he set the highest
standards. He was an example to every other farmer in the
country. He was the sort of man who, if he saw a slate off
the church roof, would go up a ladder and put it right
himself.
“He has planted thousands of trees. He put some on my
land where a car had gone through a hedge. Where he saw
something that he thought needed doing, he would do it.
There are no words to describe him.”
Alastair Cowen, a consultant with Symonds & Sampson,
was similarly admiring, speaking of Charlie as “a levelheaded man whose interests were incredibly wideranging. The main threads of his life were his family and
farm and friendships with a wide selection of people. He
was a hard-working man, such great company, and very
generous with his time.”
That generosity was abundantly clear in the range of
projects that Charlie undertook outside the main work of
running his farms. He was, at various times, county
chairman for Dorset of the National Farmers’ Union; a
prison visitor for many years at the young offenders’
institution on Portland; chairman of the Horn and Poll
Dorset Sheep Breeders’ Association and a founder member
of Milk Marque co-operative. One of Charlie’s successors as
NFU chairman explained her debt to, and admiration for,
Charlie: “He was very highly respected and was a great
help to me. He was interested in people and in everything.
If you couldn’t convince Charles about a certain point, you
knew you had to go back and think again. He always asked
very perceptive questions.” Francis Fooks, a fellow sheep
farmer said, “Not only was Charles a great farmer and
The Old Brutonian 2016 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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great countryman, he was a kind and sincere gentleman.
He had great interest and dedication in everything he was
involved with.”
Charlie farmed 3,000 acres in the Bincombe, Upwey
and Martinstown area of Dorset, some of the land having
been in the family’s ownership since 1878 and some held
as a tenancy from Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge.
He kept a famous flock of Dorset sheep which he reckoned
to be the oldest in the world. It was founded by his
grandfather and registered with the then newly-formed
Dorset Horned Sheep Society in 1892. It had since
converted through breeding to Poll Dorsets. As the only
flock registered in Volume One of the flock book and in
continuous existence ever since, it justified Charlie’s claim.
Sheep, however, were only a part of Charlie’s enterprise: he
was also an arable, beef and dairy farmer.
The Foot family farm house is at Higher Ashton Farm,
Martinstown but the landholding includes other farms. At
Bincombe, the parish church of Holy Trinity (which includes
Hardy family graves) is situated actually in the farmyard
and it was there that Charlie’s funeral was held last August,
attended by over 600 family, friends and Old Brutonians
including his two Old Brutonian sons, Sam and Joe.
Charlie died on the land that meant so much to him and
doing the job he loved. That must be some small
consolation for the too early death of so fine a man.
This tribute to Charlie Foot is heavily indebted to an article that
originally appeared in The Western Daily Press on August 7th, 2015.

VALENTINE LAMB (P/L53/57)
1939 – 2015

Valentine Lamb, always
known as Val, was an
outspoken editor of the
weekly Irish Field for 33
years. He articulated a
clear vision of a better
future for the horse
racing and breeding
industry, promoting
necessary changes in a
vital sector of the Irish
economy.
At the track, he was
equally at home with the stewards in bowler hats and the
stable lads, and the same was true as regards the
newspaper and the printers’ case room. His stint at the
helm of the industry bible followed a period of great
change. A pivotal moment was when trainer Vincent
O’Brien turned to flat racing from steeplechasing and
hurdling after winning the Grand National for the third
time in 1955. Two hundred years of administration of
racing needed updating. O’Brien, his single-minded son-inlaw John Magnier and horse owner Robert Sangster at
Coolmore Stud changed the racing game nationally and
internationally.
The Irish Field – under Val Lamb from 1970 – was there
to call the shots and debate the issues fearlessly.
When the 1981 Irish 2000 Guineas finished in
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

controversy, Lamb’s support for the racecourse stewards
who had awarded the race to Tou Agori – and against the
Turf Club stewards who found in favour of King’s Lake on
appeal – cost a year’s advertising by a leading stud. Lamb
held his nerve and the advertising returned. He wrote
clearly and incisively about horse industry business and
politics and added a show-jumping section under Avril
Douglas, which proved a great success. Latterly the
establishment of Horse Racing Ireland as the governing
body generated much heat in the columns of the paper.
Val Lamb had considerable personal charm. People liked
him and enjoyed the way he “bounced” into a room and
stood beaming at all present. That charm was laced with a
streak of mischief. If he was ever challenged, he had an
engaging “little boy lost” smile to melt even the hardest
heart.
For a man interested in equine bloodlines, Val Lamb’s
own bloodline was impressive. His mother was Lady
Pansy, daughter of the Earl of Longford. His uncle was
Frank Pakenham, the fifth Lord Longford, a celebrated
Anglo-Irish peer, politician and campaigner.
Pansy Pakenham was an accomplished writer, whose
social circle included novelist Evelyn Waugh and
photographer Cecil Beaton. John Betjeman was so
enthralled by her that he wrote: “There beauty to me came
a-pushing a pram / In the shape of the sweet Pansy Felicia
Lamb.” Val’s father was no less well known. Henry Lamb
was a renowned portrait painter in the first half of the
20th century, a founder member of the Camden Town
group of artists and close to the literary Bloomsbury set.
Born in Australia, he qualified as a doctor in London and
served as a medical officer with the medical corps and the
Inniskilling Fusiliers, winning a military cross in Palestine
for his “magnificent bravery in tending to the wounded”.
He also served as a war artist. His painting of his regiment
in action late in 1918, Irish Troops in the Judaean Hills
Surprised by a Turkish Bombardment, is regarded as one of
the First World War’s most remarkable images, with
resonances for his only son’s adopted country.
Born in Wiltshire, just before the Second World War, Val
Lamb was sent to King’s School, Bruton in Somerset. After
National Service, he began a career in journalism in 1961 at
the Financial Times, which he left four years later, wanting
to live in Ireland. He joined The Irish Times, becoming its
business editor, and in 1970 he married Anne Greacen.
They lived in Celbridge, Co Kildare and had three
daughters.
Also in 1970, he was appointed editor of the Irish Field,
then owned by The Irish Times. He retired in 2003 when
the title was taken over by the owners of the Irish Farmers’
Journal.
Around that time he married his second wife, colleague
Marie Widger.
His natural ebullience was constrained in the last four
years of his life by thrice-weekly dialysis.
Val Lamb is survived by his widow, Marie (Widger), his
daughters, Celia Lamb, Stephanie Nightingale and Fiona
Lamb, his sisters Henrietta and Felicia, and his first wife,
Anne (Greacen).
This is an abridged version of an obituary that first appeared in
The Irish Times in May 2015
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John Rowarth Evans (N 52/56)
1938-2015

The Revd Martin Barber (1935-2015)
Honorary Old Brutonian

We said farewell to John
on 20th November 2015
in St Andrews Church,
Backwell, Bristol.
Family and friends
filled the church to be
reminded of the full and
generous life that John
had led and a life of fun
and fair play which hid
a highly competitive
spirit on the hockey
pitch and golf course.
John was born in 1938 in Bristol but within a few years
he moved with his parents and brother Martyn to
Aberystwyth. They both arrived in Hazlegrove as the first
‘inmates’ of a new school, probably cold and forbidding to
two young boys. It was here that John’s sporting prowess
developed on the football pitch before he became an all
round sportsman at King’s. (Martyn went on to Clifton
College eventually becoming a GP.)
John joined New House where he became a prefect,
playing rugby, hockey and cricket for the firsts in his final
year. The Dolphin of 1956 records his achievements – ‘in
the field events J.R. Evans surprisingly won the weight,
beating the previous record , a very poor one, by nearly
two and a half feet’ in the final house match, though
losing to Old, ‘Evans 23 overs, 74 runs, 7 wickets and
scoring the highest score of 47 before being caught
Gallannaugh bowled Tucker’. He also won the fielding cup
two years running. And on the rugby field against
Sherborne losing 12-3 ‘and on one occasion a brilliant
tackle by Evans saved a certain try.’
After two years of National Service in Colchester and
Salisbury John returned to Bristol, taking his Articles, and
joined the firm of Nichols Strickland in Queen Square
where he remained until he retired. He continued his
hockey career with Bristol Hockey Club as captain or
secretary during the 60s playing at inside right breaking
the club record with 172 goals. He was also selected for
Gloucestershire and the West of England.
On retiring from the hockey club he became a staunch
supporter of Bristol City FC, spending many hours in the
winter on the terraces and devoting his summer support
to Gloucestershire Cricket Club at the County Ground. In
1987 he joined Long Ashton Golf Club, recognised by
friends and family as his second home, where he was
involved in the development of the Club to its present high
standards on and off the course. On retirement from
practice he devoted time to cooking, photography and his
family, Anna, their two children and grandchildren, before
organising holidays for them all, sometimes years ahead.
Everything that John did was done with enormous
enthusiasm, encouragement to those around him and
with a great sense of fun – an abiding memory which he
has left for us all.
Roger Gallannaugh (O54/57)
28

Martin’s funeral took place in Bruton Parish Church on
Thursday, November 12th. A choir, assembled and conducted
by Bill Slogrove (former Director of Music at King’s), led the
singing which included, along with some stirring hymns, the
Sanctus from the Fauré Requiem and the Nunc Dimittis in D
minor by Walmisley. The choir and the congregation were
made up of numerous Old Brutonians, the larger Bruton
community, friends of Martin and former colleagues. The
following tribute to Martin was given by David Hindley,
Hon OB and housemaster of Lyon House and then New
House during Martin’s chaplaincy.
Although a Brutonian by affectionate adoption, Martin
was essentially a Londoner: he grew up in SW1, read
History at University College, London and, after theological
college in Lincoln, returned to the capital as a curate at St
Dunstan’s, Stepney where he served for four years. King’s
School was particularly fortunate, therefore, to have drawn
him to the West Country in 1967 and to have kept him for
the next twenty-six years. He had, apparently, been
recommended to the School by Anthony Tremlett, Bishop
of Dover and an Old Brutonian. The Bishop had
pronounced Martin “the best man in the country for the
job”. And so, of course, it proved.
Despite his habitually relaxed manner in day-to-day
dealings with colleagues and pupils, Martin recognised
the value of formality and dignity in delivery of the
liturgy. Consequently, the School’s Sunday evensong
acquired, under his influence, a collegiate/cathedral
character that stayed the norm for decades, while the
Cambridge undergraduate gowns, made up especially in
regal scarlet for the chapel choir, remain a permanent
fixture fifty years later.
When Martin retired from King’s School in 1993, an
affectionate and perceptive tribute, written by Martin’s
friend and colleague, Andrew Leach, featured in The
Dolphin and this is part of what Andrew wrote: “….over
the next twenty-six years, Martin became more than just
a competent Chaplain…rather he came to embody all that
is best in our community. His values of decency, respect for
others, optimism and personal concern, have seeped into
the very fabric of the place, and his influence for good has
spread throughout the School, helped by his endless
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accessibility, his remarkable knowledge of each person in
the School, his gentle powers of persuasion and his fine
example of living a life free from pretence and in the
service of others….Part of Martin’s success has been due to
the fact that he does not often speak like a Chaplain and
he does not always behave like a Chaplain. Just ‘Martin’ to
his friends, ‘the Reverend Barber’ to those in the wider
parish to whom he has meant so much, ‘Batty’ (short for
‘Batman’, a name that he affectionately earned in his
earlier days when he would sweep about the School in
clerical cape) or ‘Father’ to the pupils, he has brought so
much light and humour into all our lives.”
Tragically, in more recent years, that light and humour
diminished as Martin’s grasp of the real world became less
secure. In a sense, therefore, we all said goodbye to Martin
long before today and consequently, as so often, it is
memories that we must rely on. My abiding picture of him
is in a Docklands pub in the 60s, clad in his clerical cape,
surrounded by some of his former Cockney parishioners
and all of them clearly full of the affection that Martin
seemed to provoke wherever he went.
Not far from that East End pub, but south of the
Thames, lies Southwark where Geoffrey Chaucer’s pilgrims
gathered before setting out on their journey to St
Thomas’s shrine at Canterbury. The group includes
numerous members of the Church, most of them vain,
self-serving and worldly. The exception is a poor parish
priest whom Chaucer clearly intends as the benchmark
against which the others should be measured. I have
heard this character described as “too good to be true”;
Chaucer has gilded the lily, his critics say, and produced an
unconvincing characterisation. I would disagree. We must
all be aware that there are those who seek to lead their
lives according to the example set by Jesus, and Martin
was one of them. Chaucer ends his description of the
parson with these words:
He waited after no pompe and reverence
Nor made him a spiced conscience
But Cristes lore and his apostles twelve
He taught, but first he folwed it himselve.
That was Martin.

Dennis John Hitchen (O47/49)
1933-2015
Dennis Hitchen
moved with his
family to Dawlish
in Devon as a
young child. He
was always proud
to have attended
King’s School,
Bruton where he
had some of the
best and most
satisfying
experiences of his
life. He often spoke
of being there
during the war
where he would
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trade his rations for sugar and save it all up in great jam
jars to take home for his mother to make jam. One of his
greatest regrets was when his father became ill and he
had to leave school early to go to work and support his
family. He never forgot his time at Bruton and was
delighted to receive the gift of a school umbrella and book
from the Headmaster shortly before he passed away.
Sometime after leaving school, Dennis took up a career
in Civil Engineering, specialising in roads, bridges and
airports. Although only a young engineer, he was
responsible for much of the restoration works associated
with the aftermath of the Lynmouth floods in 1952. He did
such a marvellous job that, when the Duke of Edinburgh
came down to inspect the works, Prince Philip insisted
that Dennis join him and his entourage for lunch. Dennis
was thrilled and always spoke of this time.
Not long afterwards, Dennis got married and also
served as a National Serviceman in the Army. The
marriage soon developed difficulties and, to try and
resolve some of these problems, Dennis “threw his hat
over the windmill” and accepted a post in Zambia. He
thoroughly enjoyed his time in Africa, particularly his
position in charge of Lusaka airport. It was during his
time there that Concorde landed at Lusaka on its first test
flight. Unfortunately, the marriage still had problems and
after taking his wife back to England and ensuring her
welfare, Dennis set off to see the world. He visited several
countries but eventually took up a job with the
Department of Main Roads, Newcastle in NSW, Australia.
He later accepted a position with Blue Mountains City
Council near Sydney where he stayed until his retirement.
As well as achieving a great deal as a senior engineer
with the Council, Dennis became involved in amateur
dramatics. He was an accomplished actor and a good
singer. He also tried his hand at directing with various
local groups. He was an avid reader and loved classical
music.
Dennis married his current wife, Gladys, in Lima, Peru in
1981 and then ensued some of the happiest times of his
life. Their marriage was blessed with three children,
Eleanor, Charles and Dennis Junior. Eleanor became a
medical doctor as well as being awarded a PhD in
infectious diseases. Charles became a civil engineer like
his father, and youngest son Dennis Junior became a
veterinary surgeon. Dennis was immensely proud of each
of them. They formed a close family bond which would be
the envy of many people. He was a wonderful and
dedicated husband and father who adored his wife and
children.
After he retired from the Council Dennis took up the
position of Town Crier for the City of the Blue Mountains.
He was a fine ambassador for the mountains and travelled
extensively to various national competitions for town
criers, winning prizes in several categories.
During the last years of Dennis’ life, his health
deteriorated and he underwent a number of serious
operations and illnesses. He passed away peacefully at
home, surrounded by his family, on Friday 18th September
2015. His loss has left an immense void in the lives of his
family and friends and he will never be forgotten.
			

Eleanor Hitchen (daughter)
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Tim HARCOMBE (N45/49)

Thomas Joseph Palmer (Joe) (N45/49)

Tim Harcombe
was born in 1932
at Forestside,
near Rowlands
Castle, Hants,
younger brother
to Sam. He grew
up in Burnhamon-Sea where his
father
represented Rolls
Royce Cars for
the South West.
Tim started his
education at St
Dunstan’s Prep
School in
Burnham-on-Sea
before moving
onto King’s in
1944. He played
rugby for the
School and in 1950 he was Somerset Junior Champion at
tennis. He would have appeared at Wimbledon but for an
attack of tennis elbow.
Surprisingly, he failed his National Service medical with
flat feet, which had never been a problem in his tennis. His
first job was with Imperial Tobacco in Bristol where he
started a lifetime's fondness for pipe smoking, witness
many small holes in his clothing. He considered the
Church but was given a job by Capt. Dick Fenn at Oakwood
Preparatory School, near Chichester. This proved to be his
vocation. He was encouraged to qualify, and took a
Diploma in Education at Worcester College, Oxford.
He introduced the school to rugby and much developed
the school's reputation for sports, while working hard to
improve the school's academics. In 1966 Tim became Joint
Headmaster. He could get down to the level of the less
gifted and had an easy command over the boys. In 1970
the school extended its range to include girls. Tim found it
difficult at first, he said he didn't know what to say to girls.
But he managed to adapt and proved as successful
teaching girls as he had with boys.
In 1971 Tim met Rosie Walker, through playing rugby for
Bognor with her brother Bill. They married in 1977 and
enjoyed long walks especially with a dog in Scotland. Tim
retired in 1992. For two years he and Rosie continued to
live at the school and, in 1994, they moved to Bognor.
Here, Tim enjoyed playing golf with Rosie as his caddie,
and he continued to avidly watch rugby and cricket.
Towards the end of his life Tim had many falls,
unfortunately breaking a hip. After a long stay in hospital
and more falls, he died on New Year's Day 2015. A Service
of Remembrance was held at Funtington Church on
Thursday 26th February. He is remembered, with affection
and gratitude, by his family, his friends, his colleagues and
the many pupils he helped and encouraged.

Thomas Joseph Palmer (Joe)
was born in Cheddar Vicarage.
His mother’s family were local
farmers; his father, the vicar,
was the 11th of 12 children; the
family had strong
ecclesiastical connections.
When Joe was 4 years old the
family moved to East Brent
where the vicarage was better
suited to rearing children. As
they grew up Joe and his younger sister Ann roamed
freely through the countryside, with Brent Knoll as their
playground.
Joe was a weekly boarder at King’s from 1944-49.
Although asthma restricted his sporting activities,
enlightened school policy at the time allowed him to visit
Somerset churches by bicycle in place of games, fostering
a lifelong interest in church architecture.
He read English at Trinity College Cambridge, where he
met his future wife, Hilary (née Westrup), a speech
therapist, through a shared interest in amateur dramatics.
They married in 1955.
After graduation and a spell as a prep school teacher, he
joined the insurance company Legal and General as a
graduate trainee in the group pensions department. He
progressed rapidly and, having caught the eye of the Chief
Executive, he was assigned an influential role in a small,
high level team reviewing the company’s strategy,
operations and governance. L&G was passing through a
period of poor investor relations and, following criticism at
two successive AGMs (unusual for those days), the
company engaged management consultants to review its
operations.
His first senior corporate management appointment
involved leading on the production of the company’s first
corporate plan. This brought together a young and
dynamic group of staff who, in Joe’s words, “raised hackles
all round this staid and conservative member of a staid
and conservative industry, but who, in a relatively short
period, introduced a new and effective business culture.”
When the Board was re-organised Joe was given overall
responsibility for all UK Management services and
functions. He moved on to manage L&G’s international
portfolio, re-shaping this and establishing footholds in
Europe and the US.
Joe was appointed Group Chief Executive in 1984. This
coincided with significant changes in the insurance
industry, followed by the Financial Services Act 1986.
There was also the “Big Bang” so, for the next 7 years, the
emphasis of the Chief Executive’s job was on marketing
strategies, the emergence of new sources of competition,
and major changes in the role and scope of financial
intermediaries.
He also became more directly involved personally in
expanding L&G’s business worldwide. L&G continued to
grow and remained profitable and independent at a time
of considerable restructuring in the industry.
He was also involved in the wider affairs of the

1932 – 2015

Sam Harcombe (N43/47)
30

1931 – 2015
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financial services industry, both in the UK and in Europe.
He was Chairman of the Association of British Insurers
from 1989-91, and in 1990 was appointed CBE for services
to the insurance industry.
Joe retired from L&G at the age of 60, but in 1993 he
was approached to become the Chairman of the newly
formed Personal Investment Agency. He believed that the
pension mis-selling review which was then in progress
provided strong evidence that more stringent regulation
was needed, and that, despite widespread industry
hostility, it could be helpful for a senior former practitioner
to take on this responsibility. Joe thus entered a new
career as a City regulator, resigning in 1999 when the PIA
was absorbed into the Financial Services Authority.
He was closely associated with London Business School
for many years, chairing its Alumni Association from 197478 and being awarded an Honorary Fellowship in 1984.
He was a Governor of King’s from 1988–2005, serving as
Chairman, Finance, and Junior Warden and a Trustee of its
Charitable Foundation.
Joe and Hilary celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary a few months before his death. They were
exceptionally happily married, and Joe was devoted to
their four children and eight grandchildren. His interests
were myriad – natural history, carpentry, gardening,
drawing, sculpture, travel, theatre, opera, concerts, walking,
reading, history, archaeology, cooking. He offered a
sympathetic ear and wise counsel to those in any kind of
trouble, and was a ready donor to a good cause.
Joe was a deeply serious and thoughtful man with high
ideals and strong convictions. He also had a great sense of
fun, a warm smile and a ready laugh, and is greatly missed
by his family and friends.
Julia Palmer

PETER HUGH TREMLETT (N39/44)
1926-2015

Peter Tremlett was born near
Bognor Regis in England. He
was the middle of the three
children of John Daniel
Schweder (Jack) Tremlett and
Catherine (Kit) O’Brien. The
other two are John and
Michael. All attended King’s
School, Bruton.
Peter’s childhood until he was 5 years old was in
Mwanza, Tanganyika, where his father was a veterinary
surgeon with the British Colonial Service.
In about September 1931 he and his elder brother John
started school in England as boarders. Peter remembered
well the day he was left at a kindergarten in Beaconsfield,
Buckinghamshire. It was not a happy one.
After kindergarten, Peter went in 1934 to a preparatory
school in Sussex and then in 1939, with war looking likely,
Peter aged 13 and his younger brother Michael aged 9
joined their brother John at King’s School, Bruton.
It does not seem that Peter excelled at Bruton, either in
the class room or on the playing fields. But he had lots of
good memories of his time there which included trout
fishing on the River Brue and, near the end of his time
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

there, finding a derelict Morgan three-wheeler and a spare
engine for it which he and some mates were allowed to
remove to the school grounds where they got it running
again. He also found a 1924 Brough Superior motor bike
which he restored.
Peter left Bruton in 1944 and, as a volunteer, joined the
Rifle Brigade. He was lucky not to have to go down the
coal mines. In the Rifle Brigade Peter did not see active
service. In 1946 he volunteered to be seconded to the KAR
(King’s African Rifles) and went to Kenya to join the KAR’s
5th Battalion. He was stationed at Nanyuki until his
battalion was sent to Somaliland near the border with
Ethiopia. He left the army in December 1947 as a
Lieutenant.
Between 1948 and 1953 Peter took on a variety of jobs.
First with the Groundnut Scheme in Tanganyika, then
with Kenya’s Public Works Department, where he learned
to drive road graders, then with a dam building business
which built earth dams in various parts of Kenya. Those
jobs all involved living in camps, often under canvas. He
and his brother Mike raced motor cycles near Gilgil. In 1952
during the Mau Mau emergency, Peter and his father were
in the Kenya Police Reserve and Peter patrolled in his
family’s Land-Rover with tribesmen armed with bows and
arrows and later rifles.
In 1954 Peter married Mary Gray, a nurse from
Hampshire whom he’d met in Kenya. They returned to
Kenya where Peter got a job on a tea plantation near
Kericho. In 1968 the family migrated to Western Australia
where, after a year in Northam, they bought a service
station on the outskirts of Perth. After running that for
about nine years, Peter sold insurance. They moved to a
house on the sea front south of Perth. For most of his time
in WA, Peter was a keen dinghy sailor and involved heavily
with the Safety Bay Yacht Club. He had a life-long interest
in cars and matters mechanical. He is survived by his wife
Mary and their four sons.
We have been sent a fascinating account of Peter’s memories of
King’s. Lack of space precludes its inclusion here, but it will shortly
be on the OBA website.

BILL BERTELLI (O39/42)
1925 – 2012

Bill was born in Birmingham
to Gus and Vera Bertelli on
September 28th 1925. His
father was an engineer who
famously built and raced a
generation of Aston Martin
sports cars and this talent for
engineering, and that love of
machines, was in Bill’s blood.
He was “prep-schooled” in Surrey and then went onto
King's School, Bruton in Somerset. He was an extremely
talented schoolboy, both academically and physically. He
matriculated and mathematics was his speciality. He was
the school’s boxing champion and won the Victor
Ludorum for “all round sporting achievement” Bill could
have gone on to do many things, but this was 1942, and at
the age of seventeen Bill gave up a certain place at
University and volunteered for Army service.
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His academic achievements and engineering
background meant that he was an ideal candidate for the
newly formed REME, the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers. The REME was formed to meet the technical
challenges of WW2, to keep “the war machine rolling”. For
the first time one unit would be given responsibility for
maintaining and repairing everything in the Army’s
“kitbag” and they wanted talented people so, at the young
age of seventeen, Bill was commissioned and shipped off
to Birmingham for intensive training on the range of
equipment his Detachment might be expected to fix in
the field.
The young Bertelli thrived in the Army. A Captain at
nineteen, he went on to serve in Egypt and Africa, gaining
a commendation from his commanding Officer for his
innovation. Bill’s team would go out to a stricken vehicle,
form a circle with their Jeeps & trucks around the
“casualty” and then work through the night by the light of
their headlights, a technique which is still used today
when conditions allow. Before his demob in '48, Bill, as an
acting-Major saw further action in Africa, helping to quell
the post-war riots in Mogadishu. As if that wasn’t enough,
when travelling to one of his workshops in Kenya, his
plane, a flying boat, crashed on take-off on a lake, leaving
Bill, who was the ranking officer, and the other survivors
to live in the bush until rescued some days later. This all
happened to a man who had not yet reached his 23rd
birthday.
Bill left the Army at twenty-three and joined Hawker
Siddeley Aviation. His military experience and skills set
him up well and he started at Hawkers on a very good
salary. He married his sweetheart, bought a plot of land,
designed & built their home and went on to raise two
lovely children. At Hawkers his office was in Slough but he
travelled extensively from a small Nissan-hutted airfield,
now better known as Heathrow Airport. He lived out of
one small holdall containing his wash kit, a clean shirt,
fresh pants and socks and a book.
Bill eventually left Hawkers and joined the family
business at Rivermead Farm near Wargrave where he
helped his father regenerate the pig farm and turn it to
profit, learning a lot about pig farming and meat
production. He was “head-hunted” into a senior position at
FMC, the parent company for Harris’s and Marsh &
Baxters, major names in meat production. He went on to
manage a number of factories, oversaw 120 shops and
employed over a thousand people. He became a “voice for
the industry”, appearing regularly on Southern TV’s
farming programs. He even advised Ted Heath, the then
Prime Minister, on cooked meat production.
Even when he retired, Bill couldn’t sit still. He set up a
successful distribution chain for a friend’s company and
became a part-time hotel inspector. He still took the time
to visit Le Mans and watch the 24 hour race, the scene of
his father’s victories in the 20-30’s. His connection with
Aston Martin endured and he continued to drive and talk
on the subject of his beloved cars.
Bill Bertelli was a man for all seasons, his friends were a
diverse mixture of young and old and he held the view
that “plastic pubs attracted plastic people”, Bill liked “real
people” and to those he was a true friend.
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MARY TYNDALL (1918-2015)
Honorary Old Brutonian

In 1938, when the young Mary Blench was still an
undergraduate at Girton, women comprised a mere 23% of
the country’s student population. At Cambridge, with only
two women’s colleges as against some twenty for men,
the percentage was even smaller. Where boys could often
simply amble into a college place, given the right school or
some extra special sporting ability, girls had to fight every
inch of the way. Girton ladies were, therefore, a formidable
bunch. Mary could certainly be formidable if the need
arose, but she was also the impeccable product of her age
and background, so one’s abiding memory is of thoughtful
good manners, warm and generous hospitality, easy
conversation and a selfless interest in others.
Mary graduated from Cambridge in 1939. There she had
met her future husband, John whom she married later
that year, coming to live in Bruton where John was now
teaching. War was imminent and the expectation was
that John would be called up before long. In the meantime,
Mary taught the King’s prep school boys in Plox House
alongside some evacuees from a school in Herne Bay. After
John was called up, Mary moved back to live with her
parents in Maidenhead for the duration of the war. She
had spent some of her childhood in this area and would
later recall nights spent on the Thames as a child with her
beloved brother, Dick, camping out on the family boat just
like the youngsters in that most idyllic of children’s books,
Swallows and Amazons.
John and Mary (and now their daughter, Sue) returned
to Bruton in 1946, whereupon Mary set about creating a
loving home, not only for her own children but also for
countless generations of King’s School boys in first Old
House and then Blackford. Many of those small boys, now
elderly gentlemen, were still visiting Mary right to the end
of her life – an enduring tribute to the affection she had
shown them all those years before. When John was
appointed Second Master in 1954, Mary assumed another
significant role both as a mentor to younger wives new to
the arcane world of a boys’ public school and, later (with
the arrival of a new married headmaster, Roy Davey), as a
valued support to at least four headmasters’ wives: Jo
Davey, Sue Doggart, Heather Beadles and Nicole Smyth,
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the younger headmagisterial children enthusiastically
adopting Mary as an extra, honorary grandmother. Mary
had in abundance all the homely skills and sympathetic
warmth that this new task required, but that sharp
Girtonian brain had perhaps not yet found its fulfilment.
That was to happen in the 1970s. Puzzled by her son
Bill’s unaccountable difficulties with spelling, Mary began
to study the emerging research into dyslexia or ‘word
blindness’. Now widely acknowledged as a genuine
disability, dyslexia was then viewed with a certain
suspicion in some educational quarters and as an excuse
for laziness. Mary’s pioneering work in this field, both as a
teacher and as a lecturer, gradually helped encourage the
sceptics to take the affliction seriously. She worked
tirelessly to remove the confusing veil from her pupils’
eyes, creating her own teaching aids and games so that
making sense of the bewildering symbols on the page
became less of a terrifying ordeal. I remember a boy in my
House being given by Mary a pair of the then new,
experimental tinted spectacles to wear as he read.
“Goodness!” he said delightedly. “The letters have stopped
jumping about.” Mary went on to teach dyslexic children
not only at King’s but also at Bruton School for Girls,
Sherborne School for Girls, Leweston and Hazlegrove.
There were numerous private pupils too who benefited
from Mary’s patience and exhaustive research, their lives
transformed by her skill in teaching them to read without
fear. Needless to say, every lesson in Threeways would
have ended with tea and delicious cake.
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No tribute to Mary would be complete without some
mention of her love of plants and flowers. The enormous
garden at Threeways was her constant joy, and even
latterly in Sexey’s Hospital, there were the herb garden to
nurture and the cluster of small pots outside Mary’s front
door, brimming with colour against the ancient
stonework. Inside there would always be at least two
beautiful arrangements of flowers, all part of the bright
welcome that invariably awaited you. The current book
would be laid aside, a small table set up and good things
to eat and drink produced in a trice. Mary was something
of a magician when it came to entertaining.
I last saw Mary on her 97th birthday. I’m not sure that
she knew exactly who I was, but tea, cake and
conversation were dispensed with customary aplomb, and
I left her surrounded by flowers (of course) and birthday
cards full of the loving good wishes of her devoted family
and friends. It’s a happy final vision to have of a clever,
loving, gracious and most accomplished lady.
David Hindley
[Mary’s funeral took place in Bruton Parish Church on Monday, August
3rd, 2015. The church was filled to capacity with Mary’s family, friends, Old
Brutonians and at least three Old Girtonians of whom one was Mary’s
daughter, Sue. The service was conducted by the Rector of Bruton and by
Bishop Neville Chamberlain. The organ was played by David Slater with the
stirring “Crown Imperial” by William Walton at the conclusion. David
Hindley sang a setting of the Nunc Dimittis by George Dyson, one that had
featured often in the past at the School’s services of Sunday evensong.]
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The school

The John Davie Room Project

O

ver the past three years the John Davie Room has
been transformed from a tired, dull room whose
walls were lined with unloved and increasingly
tatty books into a fine room with a new purpose. Since the
School Library moved across the road and above the
Dining Hall about 25 years ago, the room has been used
extensively by the Music Department for teaching and
concerts, and by others for meetings of all descriptions.
Now it also provides an opportunity for everyone to learn
more about the School’s rich past.
Most of the books have gone – this took a great deal of
time as each one of the 2500 volumes had to be assessed
to make sure that we were not disposing of books that
should be retained - and the cleared bays now have fifteen
archive panels illustrating something of the School’s
history. Four further bays have been converted into glassfronted wall cabinets – one shows some of the
archaeological finds from recent digs on the site of Bruton
Abbey; another, the restored Fitzjames roof boss from
Merton College Chapel, given to the School in 1888. A third
shows the Carbery Collection, including Douglas Carbery’s
medals and items from his time at King’s and his
distinguished military career.
For the time being the last contains a selection of
athletics cups won by several boys in the first part of the
20th Century and given to the School by their families.
Hanging above the panels, we have two of the old honours
boards that used to adorn the walls of Old House’s
Common Room which have been restored to their original
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condition, as well as portraits of past Headmasters and
other notable figures – King Edward VI, Queen Victoria,
John Davie, D.E. Norton, James Lyon and Sir Peter Squire.
The archive panels took two years to complete. Each one
required considerable research, in old Dolphin magazines,
Governors’ Minute books, written histories of King’s (Preb.
Douglas Hayward’s Annales Scholae Brutonensis, Geoffrey
Sale’s 400 Years a School, and King’s School Remembered,
edited by Basil Wright) and other documents. Most of the
School’s archives are held in the Somerset Heritage Centre
in Taunton and so there was much toing and froing!
Gradually a picture of each period or subject emerged,
and then there was the difficult – very difficult – task of
choosing what information and which illustrations to
include. With most of the panels we were fortunate to
have the design skills of Trent Nicholson of Graphic
Examples in Sherborne whose expert eye and careful
attention to detail made a huge difference.
I would also like to acknowledge the work of Roger
Gallannaugh, who was responsible for the panels devoted
to Bruton Abbey and The Berkeley Mansion, as well as
artwork used in other panels, and of Ed Tickner for
curating the Douglas Carbery and Archaeological Finds
wall cabinet displays.
None of this would have happened, of course, without
the Headmaster’s interest, enthusiasm and support, and
for this we have been very grateful.
Andrew Leach, School Archivist
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500th anniversary
n November of 2014, and probably in a moment of rashness, the Headmaster asked me if I
would co-ordinate the School’s plans for our 2019 anniversary and then, with the Governors, set
me three tasks for the intervening years: to plan a season of celebratory events; to re-awaken

friendships; and to raise finances that would help support the building of a new Music School as
part of the regeneration of the historic heart of the school to commemorate the anniversary.
I was left with a blank piece of paper and a bald head to scratch but with the help of colleagues,
Old Brutonians and staff from other schools, that blank piece of paper has begun to fill. So where
are we in the great scheme of things for 2019 at the moment?
Of the celebratory events, it became clear that the number and timing of these should not
interfere with the normal routine of the school through the period of the anniversary, such that the
current crop of Brutonians are able to pass exams and access their choices for higher education or
the world of work. Given this, we hope that there will be three key events around which we will
build our celebrations. First will be an evensong at St Paul’s Cathedral, followed by a reception in the
City (March/April 2019); secondly, an official opening of the new Music School, hopefully by a
member of the Royal family (June 2019); and on the anniversary weekend of the signing of the
school charter in 1519 (the last weekend in September 2019), there will be a service at Wells
Cathedral plus other events happening at school. Other festivities will be fitted into the year, but
only when we are able to confirm the dates of these three.
Friend-raising is gathering momentum. For the last couple of weeks each day has seen a new
email from another Old Brutonian with news of how they are, or requesting information about
2019. Our Facebook account has started to generate more traffic and the 500th Anniversary films on
the website have proven very popular. We begin a new “In conversation with” series shortly on
social media; please take a look. The ‘Day of Celebration’ at School on 11th June should be a great
event and an enormous help to us in our goal of rejuvenating friendships.
As for the fund-raising, I have been amazed at the amount of preparatory work which needs to
be done before launching an appeal for financial support. The Governors have set us a target of at
least £1 million, with the rest of the finance for the new Music School coming from the school’s
retained funds and a loan. To this end we have been building a ‘case for support’ and I have been
exceptionally grateful for the assistance I have received on this from Norman Robson, Chris RhysJones and Richard Sullivan. We will be testing this case for support over the next few months and
will only publish it to the wider school community when it is watertight.
All these tasks will remain unfinished until our celebrations in 2019 are complete and at that
point I will ride off into the sunset, hopefully having passed on the baton to a younger generation of
Old Brutonians, who will help shepherd the school in the first part of its next 500 years.
Gareth Evans (Hon OB) Deputy Headmaster

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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Careers and Higher
Education Forum

Friday 17th January saw our annual Careers and Higher
Education Forum for Lower Sixth Form pupils and their
parents. This year we had nineteen delegates proud to
represent their respective professions, ranging from
Archaeology to Overseas Development and Marine Biology.
Whilst pupils visited their pre-chosen delegates in small
groups, their parents listened to a talk by Mrs Vita on higher
education. OBs Theo Scaramanga (N08/10), Josh WilsonBrown (N05/10), Tim Styles (B92/97), Melissa Bell (W05/10),
Milly Deaney (W04/06), Tom Harvey (B08/13) and Vincenzo
Capozzoli (P/A99/04) joined other delegates, many of whom
were parents and staff, to talk to the pupils about career
choices.
Our guest speakers this year were Dr Martin Young, Lt Col
Chris Palmer and Old Brutonian, Will Shepard (B03/08). Each
gave an insightful, motivating and humorous talk about their
personal journeys from school to their professions today. The
morning was rounded off by a delicious hot lunch during
which pupils and parents had a further chance to mingle and
chat to the delegates and guest speakers. The event was a
huge success and we would very much like to thank
everybody involved for giving up their valuable time to come
and speak to pupils.
Should you wish to return, as a delegate or speaker, to next
year’s event, please do contact Gilly in the OBA Office.
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Blackford House 1960
Last summer Blackford hosted a very special visitor who, it
turned out, had been in Blackford House in its very first year of
existence. Jamie Wood (O/B58/62) spent some forty minutes
touring the House and regaling the current Housemaster and his
wife (Nick and Gilly Bunday) with tales from those early years. It
was wonderful to hear his many stories and to get a feel for how
far the House has developed since 1960 when it welcomed in its
first Blackfordians – the majority of whom had been drafted in
from the other Houses. Thanks are due to all of you who were
kind enough to send me names pertaining to the 1960 Blackford
House photo which was featured in the last edition of The Old
Brutonian. We now have a complete complement of names and,
as a consequence, we now have the photograph and the names
framed and proudly displayed in the foyer for future generations
of Blackfordians to enjoy.
Many of you were kind enough to include some reminiscences
in your emails. They provided a wonderful insight into life in
Blackford in the 1960s and a number I read out to the present
incumbents of the house! I do hope that those who feature in
the photo will come and visit us to see their photograph
displayed, as well as marvel at how far Blackford has come in the
intervening 56 years! Blackford Old Boys are always welcome to
pop in and see us, but we do hope that we can look forward to
seeing many of you on 11th June 2016 when we will be celebrating
all things King’s.
Thank you once again to all of those who were kind enough to
answer our SOS!
Nick Bunday Blackford Housemaster
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LETTER from the HEADMASTER
Dear Old Brutonians,
This has been another impressive and enjoyable year at King’s and I am delighted to inform Old Brutonians that the
School is in very good heart and is probably as busy as at any time since I became Headmaster in 2009.
This year has seen unprecedented sporting success. The Rugby 1st XV were unbeaten for the first time in the School’s
history, with a highlight being the try scored by the XV in the last minute of the KES Bath game, from a move started on
our own try line and finishing under the opposition posts to win the game by a point.
The current U6th boys are a very strong sporting year group and they have continued to be successful in hockey,
reaching the semi-finals of the National Indoor Finals. However the U16 girls went one better by winning the 3rd/4th
play-off at the National Outdoor Hockey Finals so becoming the third best team in England. Not bad considering we
have fewer than 70 girls aged under 16 in the whole school!
The background work for the 500th celebrations is progressing well. The Architects have been chosen to build the
new Music School and an excellent Consultant has been engaged to help Gareth Evans, in his role as 500th Director, to
develop our fundraising and friendraising strategies. We are determined to have a series of high profile events to mark
our historic 500th anniversary and I have no doubt that the new Music School, located opposite Old House on the site
of the derelict swimming pool, will be a fitting legacy building that will open up the core of the School that has been a
brownfield site for too long now.
Music is thriving at King’s with another outstanding Swing into Spring preceded by a Community Concert for nearly
100 local elderly residents. The Choir is over 80 strong and the Chapel Choir are now being invited every term to sing
Evensong at regional cathedrals; they were excellent at Winchester Cathedral this term. The Choir is looking forward to
their Easter tour to Paris.
Over half of our senior pupils are undertaking the Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award and we now have to
have a designated expedition weekend in the School calendar. We also have two teams of Year 10 pupils entered for Ten
Tors, and the CCF is thriving now that it is no longer compulsory with over two-thirds of our Year 10 pupils enjoying a
wide variety of military and adventure-training activities.
One significant change at King’s over the last four years is the increase in the number of pupils joining us in Year 9.
We had 54 Year 9 pupils joining King’s in 2009 while our current Year 9 is 68 strong with high numbers registered for
2016 and 2017. This is excellent news but I am aware of the need to manage the size of the School carefully as our
relatively small size compared to our competitor schools is a distinct advantage for us. We are in the process of
increasing the capacity in Arion, our smallest girls’ House, but the overall size of King’s will remain under 350. I am
delighted that the Governors have agreed to an extensive classroom refurbishment programme to match the very
successful boarding house refurbishment programme that was completed last year.
Finally, may I draw your attention to the King’s Day of Celebration on Saturday 11 June 2016 to which all Old
Brutonians and their partners are most welcome. It is planned as a day when you can return to visit your School, enjoy
some sport but, more importantly, see old places, meet old friends and indeed make new ones. Details are available
from our Events Manager, Gilly Bunday, on events@kingsbruton.com and I hope to see many of you there.

Ian Wilmshurst
Headmaster
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UPPER SIXTH LEAVERS 2015

BACK ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): Moriz Chan, Jamie Vita, Angus Fox, Simon Chu, Lucas Gorodi, Cameron Main, Nick Poll, Patrick Moore, James Laver,
Dominic Baldwin, Connor Deacon, Matthew Pryke, Kevin Chan, Corey Tam, Will Kingsberry, Hugo Cockram, Adedapo Adejonwo, Jake Lane, Ming Chun Chan,
Harry Ewins, Connor Theo-Jones

MIDDLE ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): Edwin Leung, Simon Shih, Owen Mansfield, Ben Piggins, Serafim Gunin, James Evans, Ross Duder, Hugh Edgar, Josh White,
Bastian Maiworm, Rafe Fraser, Eben Latham, James Evans, Ben Stevens , Marcus Bell, Chris Pang, Christopher Barnett, Olivia Fantoni, May Bullock

FRONT ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): Isabelle Longpre, Lauren Glove, Rosie Hunter, Emily Clothier, Ellie Longman-Rood, Jill London, Helena Davidson-Houston, Edie
Bruford, Hugh Pomeroy, Susie MacDonald, Rhianna Brunt, Christina Witte, Elodie Wallace, Evie Gravatt, Georgie MacLeod-Ash, Octavia Cobb, Olivia Harrison

39

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

Front and back covers show
architect's impressions for the
proposed new Music School to
mark the 500th Anniversary
of the founding of King's.
See also p35
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