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THE OLD BRUTONIAN

LETTER FROM THE President
Dear fellow Old Brutonians,
I have considered it a great honour to be President of the OBA and this, my last year in that role, has been
rewarded by the coming to fruition of several ideas and projects. The first, of course, is the fantastic news that the
Headmaster’s vision of a purpose-built music school is to go ahead in time for the School’s 500th anniversary
celebrations in 2019. One cannot overestimate the amount of work that the Headmaster and his team will need
to undertake during the next couple of years. I’m sure I speak not only on behalf of the Committee but for the
entire OBA, when I say that Ian Wilmshurst has our full backing. I would like to take this opportunity of calling
on the membership to support this enterprise in every way possible.
Secondly, there was the successful day of celebration last June. This was organised by the School to celebrate
the achievements of current pupils and to acknowledge the vital contribution of The Old Brutonian Association.
Tennis, music, cricket and a delicious tea were enjoyed, the day ending in style with a memorable dinner, the
courses interspersed with some outstanding musical performances delivered by pupils of the School.
Thirdly, and by no means least, this year’s London Lunch at Stationers’ Hall was a resounding success. It was
particularly wonderful for me as I achieved my aim of persuading many of my year group to attend. Everyone
was delighted to see each other and shared many memories together. Also present were some of the more recent
leavers who seemed to enjoy the spectacle of the London Lunch, the excellent food and the company of old (and
new) friends.
One of the President’s most moving tasks is to lay a wreath of poppies on Remembrance Sunday both in the
Memorial Hall and at the Bruton War Memorial in St Mary’s churchyard. I felt particularly privileged to fulfil
that role again on your behalf last November.
As President, but also as a personal friend, I would like to thank Sally Snook who is standing down from the
Committee and as editor of this newsletter. Sally has devoted ten years to producing this publication, and she has
also, in the past, served the OBA as President. Sally’s contribution will be missed but I know that her time will be
occupied with numerous other projects including grandmotherly duties. The OBA Committee welcomes Ed
Tickner, who is taking over from Sally as editor of The Old Brutonian.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank, on your behalf, our Hon. Secretary, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne
and our assistant secretary, Gilly Bunday for all their work, especially with the Old Brutonian Association website
and the Facebook page. The website is a valuable focal point for information, not only for the OBA but also for
activities and events at the School. The Facebook page provides access to, and communication with, all of the OBA
membership and generates valuable spin-off groups and activities.
It is my pleasure to thank the whole of the OBA Committee for all the hard work they do behind the scenes to
make everything run smoothly, not least production of the Newsletter and organisation of the London Lunch.
I send you all my best wishes, and I look forward to the remaining few months of my term of office with

enthusiasm. I hope to see many of you at the School’s day of celebration (which incorporates our AGM) on June
10th when I shall be handing over the Presidency to David Fleming. His will be the task of steering the Association
through the historic events of the School’s 500th anniversary celebrations. I know he will do that with
characteristic aplomb.
Kirsten Palmer MA
President, Old Brutonian Association
Cover photo: Mount Vinson Expedition (See pages 16 & 17)
oba@kingsbruton.com - OBA Office, King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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THE OLD BRUTONIAN

OLD BRUTONIAN
ASSOCIATION FIRST OF
THE MONTH CLUB
Old Brutonian Association
Annual General Meeting to be held on
Saturday, June 10th 2017 at 6.30pm
The Hobhouse Building, King’s, Bruton
AGENDA
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Apologies for Absence
Minutes of the last Meeting
Matters Arising
President’s Items
Hon Secretary’s Report
Hon Treasurer’s Report  
The Vice-President’s Report
Officers and Committee:

(a) Election of the new President.
(b) Election of the new Vice-President.
(c) Election of the Hon Secretary for the coming year.
(d) Election of the Hon Treasurer for the coming year.
(e) Election of two new Committee Members on the
recommendation of the Committee Stuart Kaye (N06/11) and James Coward (B90/95)

9 AOB

Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, Hon Secretary

ROME FLAT (SLEEPS 2)

A TERMLY SOCIAL GATHERING OF
OLD BRUTONIANS IN BRUTON
ALL OBs WELCOME WITH THEIR
PARTNERS
2nd May 2017, 19th September 2017,
16th January 2018
7pm-8.30pm

Usually in the Club Room at
The Chapel, Bruton High Street although
do check the website for exact details as
occasionally we meet at King's
Catch up with old friends and make new ones
Please keep an eye on the website
www.oldbrutonians.com for any amendments.

Editor’s appeal!

We are always glad to hear news of Old Brutonians and
happy to print updates in the news sections. Articles for
publication need to be copy ready for insertion, in text
or Word format, not ‘locked’ .pdf please, and generally
no more than 750 words. Scanned items, handwritten
articles or newspaper cuttings, however interesting,
cannot be easily transcribed. Photos must be JPEG files
at maximum resolution (300 ppi, minimum size of
100mm wide) with details of any OBs in the photo.

Advertising in The Old Brutonian:

To rent: a non-smoking, fully-furnished,
one-bedroom flat with sitting-room, kitchen and
bathroom. Situated on the Janiculum Hill above
Trastevere, within half-an-hour's walk of the
centre and well served by public transport.
Good local shops and markets.
@350 per week
For further details and photos,
email: simonjarvis1685@gmail.com
B(64/68) Staff (81/88)
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£200 full page; £110 1/2 page; £60 1/4 page;.
All adverts must be 300ppi, CMYK copy
ready for insertion.
Due to the Data Protection Act, we no longer publish
addresses; please contact Gilly Bunday if you'd like to get in
touch with any Old Brutonians.
OBA Office, King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED. Tel: 01749 813253.
Email: oba@kingsbruton.com

Photo editor: Kirsten Cooke
Tel: 01935 415293 kirstenicooke@gmail.com
Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

LETTER FROM THE HON SECRETARY
Dear Old Brutonians,
It’s amazing to think that yet another year has passed us by and I think it is appropriate to reflect on a busy
year of OBA activities and look forward to a busy year ahead.
Last June we all enjoyed the first Day of Celebration; Gilly Bunday and I devised a day of sporting and
social activities which encouraged Old Brutonians, Friends of King’s, along with past and present parents to
return for the day and to attend a formal dinner with King’s musicians performing. Holding the Old
Brutonian Association AGM prior to the dinner swelled the numbers present, which was very pleasing.
This year the Day of Celebration will take place on Saturday 10th June (see the advertisement on P 32). It
will follow a similar format, with the addition of a Classic and Super Car static display and tour for those who
would like to explore our pre-planned route. The cars will then return to the Hyde Pavilion to enjoy a tea with
the cricketers, tennis players and spectators.
The AGM will then take place in the Hobhouse Science building, followed by the dinner. This year I’m pleased
to announce there will be dancing with music provided by the excellent King’s Staff band.
If you would like to partake in our special day, please contact the School’s Events Manager (gmb@
kingsbruton.com). Numbers for the dinner are limited and we are thrilled that tickets are selling fast! I have
also been delighted with the initial response for our request for Classic and Super Cars; there will even be a
splendid vintage motor bike as part of the display outside the Memorial Hall. All we need on the day is your
support and the sunshine!
The London Lunch in December was yet another spectacular event; a social gathering in Stationers’ Hall
for all ages of Old Brutonians. The numbers attending continue to increase and, of course, the socialising
seems to continue well into the evening. This year’s Lunch tickets will be available soon.
The final OB social event to mention is the 1st of the Month gatherings back here in Bruton. The
Committee recently decided that these should be held once per term rather than each month during the term
time. We will continue to gather in the Club Room at The Chapel on the High Street, but on occasions we may
meet back at King’s, so it is essential that you keep an eye on the OBA website or Facebook account for dates
and locations, (and see the advert opposite) We hope that the new arrangements will suit those living close
by and further afield.
As we move towards the 500th Celebrations in 2019 it is imperative that you all keep your contact details
up to date. Gilly Bunday manages the OBA office and database, but we can only work with up to date
information, so please do keep us informed if you move house.
In conclusion, we always love to see OBs back here at King’s. Over the past twelve months we have welcomed
many, either in groups or with their partners or family. If you are in the area and would like to visit, please make
contact and we can arrange a tour of your old boarding house (since the recent refurbishment programme you
might spot a few improvements!) or perhaps the John Davie Room that now houses an impressive history of the
School designed by Andrew Leach (Hon. OB).
So, whether it may be to celebrate or simply reminisce, we look forward to seeing many of you at one of our
special social events in the forthcoming year.

Rose Vigers - Belgeonne

King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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ACCOUNTS

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION & CHARITABLE
TRUST ABRIDGED REPORTS & ACCOUNTS
The following are abridged reports and accounts of the Association
and its charitable trust for the year ended 31 December 2016. The
full reports and accounts are to be approved by the Committee and
Trustees at their next scheduled meeting. Copies are available from
the Hon. Secretary, Old Brutonian Association, King’s School, Bruton,
Somerset BA10 0ED and will be available at the Association’s AGM
on 10th June 2017.
ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE
for the year ended 31 december 2015
Objects

The general objects of the Association as contained in the Rules are
to promote union amongst Old Brutonians and to further the
interests of King’s School, Bruton. In particular the Association will
arrange an Annual Lunch in London and Summer Event at the
School, publish an Annual Newsletter, now The Old Brutonian, and
establish and maintain a Charitable Trust for charitable purposes
connected to the Association’s objects.
Committee

website.
The Committee maintained contact with the Apple Growers
Sports Club, although there was no rugby fixture this year and
there were OBA Hockey (both boys’ and girls’) fixtures against the
School. The Old Brutonian Golf Society continues to flourish and
is now under the leadership of John Dryden.
The fifty-sixth annual Newsletter The Old Brutonian was
despatched to Europe-based members for whom addresses were
known in May 2016 and further afield by special request. The Old
Brutonian was edited by Sally Snook and David Hindley and all
information gathered and compiled by Gilly Bunday. The Old
Brutonian website can now be found as an integral part of the
School’s new website (www.kingsbruton.com/beyond-king-s/oldbrutonians), but will continue to be available at www.
oldbruonians.com. An Old Brutonian Facebook group (Old
Brutonians – Official) continues to thrive with over 600 members.
Furthering the interests of the School
Rose Vigers- Belgeonne was re-elected as President of the Friends
of King’s School but there are no other members remaining on the
Committee of the Friends. Gilly Bunday, recently employed as
Events Manager for the School, oversees all events for the School
and the Friends and, as Assistant Secretary of the OBA, is able to
keep close links with all three organisations.

At 31 December 2016 the Committee consisted of the Officers:
Kirsten Palmer (69/71) President until 2017, David Fleming (B73/76)
Vice President until 2017, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Hon. OB, King’s
Staff), Honorary Secretary, Michael West (O49/55) Honorary
Treasurer, and six ordinary members: Vincent Capozzoli (A99/04)
to serve until 2017, Harry Best (L08/12) to serve until 2018, Gemma
Brunton (W92/94) to serve until 2019, Gareth Evans (Hon. OB) to
serve until 2019 and Sophie Liddell-Grainger (W02/07) to serve until
2020. Sally Snook (72/73) Editor of The Old Brutonian, and Gilly
Bunday (Assistant Secretary) attended Committee Meetings by
invitation.
Under the current Rules, two ordinary members of the
Committee are elected each year for a term of four years. Ordinary
members are not eligible for re-election until the year following
that in which they retire. At the AGM on 11th June 2016, Ed White
and David Dodgeon retired and Sophie Liddell-Grainger was elected
in their stead.

Finance

Membership

Incoming resources		
Subscriptions		
Investment income		
Other		
Total incoming resources		

2016
£
22,695
4,546
(75)
27,166

2015
£
24,000
4,994
(3,055)
25,939

Resources expended
Newsletter publication		
Administration		
Other		
Total resources expended

6,654
7,874
5,000
19,528

6,308
4,687
2,000
12,996

Net incoming resources		
Gain (loss) on investments
Net movement in funds		
Fund as at 1 January
Fund as at 31 December		

7,638
22,227
29,866
201,958
231,824

   12,943
11,478
24,421
177,538
201,958

89 members joined the Association during 2016. The Association
were notified of 9 deaths.
Activities

Promotion of union among Old Brutonians
The Annual General Meeting was held on 11th June 2016. 19
members attended the meeting at which the affairs of the
Association were reviewed and discussed and Officers and
Committee members elected. The annual reunion lunch in
London was held at Stationers’ Hall on 2nd December 2016 and
was attended by over 120 members. The Headmaster, Ian
Wilmshurst, was a Guest of the Association. Kirsten Palmer and
Gilly Bunday made the arrangements for the lunch. The reunions
in Bristol continue and the ‘First Tuesday of the Month Club’ in
Bruton continues on a regular basis – all details promoted on the
6     The Old Brutonian 2017

In the year ending December 2016 the Association had incoming
resources of £27,166, again benefiting from the good number of
subscriptions from new members. The subscription was increased
in accordance with our agreement with the school. Resources
expended were £19,528, up on 2015, reflecting the fact that all
bursaries were paid for this year by the Association, and by a rise in
administration costs. Total assets rose to £231,824, with a further
rise in the value of our investments, and a surplus of income over
expenditure.

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION

Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2016

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,

ACCOUNTS
Balance Sheet at 31 December 2016

Long-term assets
Investments		
Total long term investments		

2016
£
196,057
196,057

2015
£
173,829
173,829

Current assets
Deposits		
Debtors		
Bank		
Total current assets

1,226
1,704
33,813
36,743

1,225
3,704
   23,200
28,129

976
976

    0
0

Net current assets		

35,767

28,129

Net assets		

231,824

201,958

Total fund		

231,824

201,958

Current liabilities
Creditors due in less than one year
Total current liabilities		

ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE CHARITABLE
TRUST FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

Independent Examiner

The accounts have not been independently examined, and this
is not required by law. The Committee would be pleased if any
Old Brutonian would like to undertake this duty.

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE TRUST
Registered Number: 284570
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2016
		
		

Unrestricted Endowment
Fund
Fund

Incoming resources
Donations		
Investment income		
Total incoming resources

£

1,463
1,505
2,968

£

Total
2016
£

625
2,088
         0         1,505
625
3,593

Resources expended
Charitable expenditure:				
Grants payable		
0
         0
Total resources expended
0
0

Total
2015
£

2,260
   1,327
3,587

      0
0

0
0

The current trustees are the Officers of the Association, Kirsten
Palmer, Michael West and Rose Vigers-Belgeonne.

Net incoming resources
Gain/(loss) on investments
Net movement in funds
Funds as at 1 January		

2,968        625
1,149
    792
4,117
1,417
50,434      13,865

3,593
1,941
5,534
64,299

3,587
    (80)
3,507
60,792

Objects

Funds as at 31 December

54,550

15,282

69,833

64,299

Total
2016
£

Total
2015
£

29,500
         0
29,500

27,559
  0
27,559

Trustees

The objects of the Trust are set out in the Trust deeds. In
summary they include the relief of poverty amongst former
pupils of King’s School, Bruton and their immediate dependants,
the provision of scholarships to pupils at the School, prizes based
on educational merit to pupils or former pupils, and awards to
pupils showing outstanding ability in art, drama, music, sport or
leadership, and such other related charitable purposes as the
trustees unanimously agree.
Activities

There are currently two Old Brutonian scholars.

Balance Sheet at 31 December 2016

		

Long-term assets
Investments		
Covenanted receipts		
Total long-term assets		

Unrestricted
Fund
£

17,460
0
17,460

Endowment
Fund
£

12,040
       0
12,040

Donations

Current assets
Deposits		
Debtors 		
Cash at bank		
Total current assets		
Creditors: under 1 year		
Net current assets		

16,307
1,846
19,193
37,345
(254)
37,091

Accounts

Total assets
less current liabilities		

54,551

15,282

69,833

64,299

Net assets		

54,551

15,282

69,833

64,299

Funds		

54,551

Cash donations in the year totalled £1670, and these are shown
in the accounts as £2088, having taken credit for the tax refund
of 25%. Members will note the extent to which the Trust, and the
Association, rely on our endowment from previous generations,
and are reminded of the tax benefits to present members of gift
aided donations, or legacies.
The statement of financial activities shows total incoming
resources of £3593, and nil expenditure, leaving total resources
up from £64,299 to £69,833. This reflects an investments gain of
£1941 & net revenue of £3593.
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

3,242
19,549
19,414
0
1,846
1,174
        0        19,193      16,152
36,741
3,242 40,588
   0
(254)
0
3,242
40,334
36,741

15,282

69,833

64,299
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THE OLD BRUTONIAN LONDON LUNCH

OLD BRUTONIAN
LONDON LUNCHEON

The Annual London Lunch was held on Friday
2nd December 2016 in Stationers' Hall in the City.
Mark Lloyd Davis (L88/93) proposed the toast to the School

Madame President, Headmaster, distinguished guests and Old
Brutonians!
I have been asked, which is a huge honour, to stand in for the
great Gareth Evans, to talk about the ‘round the corner’ 500 year
celebrations of the founding of our great school, King’s School,
Bruton, in 1519.
I am sure all of us are delighted to hear how well the School is
doing, with pupil members up, exam results strong; and it was
very satisfying to read how our 1st XV gave Monkton and Milton
Abbey a good drumming this season!
I don’t know about you, but my days at King’s, Bruton were
some of the best in my life. The eccentric teacher or two, such as
Mr Simon Bennett who, as a man whose shadow was not small,
had his wife drive him up and down the Hockey Pitch, so he could
referee from the window of the passenger seat. Or witnessing at
first hand Mr. Hastings (“Bingo Bonzo you’re busted” to fellow
house mates) on late return from the pub. Or the cathartic
experience of receiving a group bollocking by Squaddie Walker for
what reason we never knew.
But one thing that really impresses me about King’s School,
Bruton to a unique level is the age, depth and heritage the School
has.
In 1519, when King’s Bruton was founded, the Spanish
discovered Mexico, Leonardo Da Vinci died and the Reformation
was underway. King’s, Bruton existed and was witness to such
events. King’s Taunton is a mere 136 years old, Bryanston a mere

88 years old, Mansfield College, Oxford only 196 years old and the
modern-day Republics of France, Germany, and United States of
America did not even exist!
So, one thing is clear: we are extremely privileged to be part of a
school with such a heritage and depth of history. Most people in
the world are not. Many millions live in a nation half the age of
our school.
So, what is it that we should do, as Old Brutonians, to help mark
the occasion? What is required to make sure that this half a
millennium milestone does not casually slip past our busy lives?
On a very practical level we can be generous. Generous with
our time, with our money and with our expertise. There will be
many events to host and run and funds to raise for school building
projects. But most importantly of all there will be a new
generation of Old Brutonians to inspire for the next 500 years.
King’s School, Bruton was founded in a year of great change and
lots of turmoil. Today, we also face a time of political and
economic uncertainty.
But as alumnus of such a great school, I find it inspiring that,
despite the challenges of 1519, Old Brutonians founded a school,
which ALL of us benefitted from and have loved over hundreds of
years later. So now it is our turn, our duty and our opportunity to
celebrate, support and inspire the next generation to take King’s
School, Bruton and the Old Brutonians (!) into the next 500 years.
Ladies and Gentlemen, please be upstanding and join me in a
toast to “King’s School, Bruton”.

Presidents-Past, Present and Future. Roger Gallanaugh (O54/57), Keith Loney (O48/53), Chris Rhys-Jones (O45/49), Sally Snook (née Stonham, formerly White)
(72/73), Peter Phillips (L60/66), Richard Sullivan (N58/62), Kirsten Palmer (née Hamilton Fairley) (69/71), David Fleming (B73/76), John Longman (P57/61)
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Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,

THE OLD BRUTONIAN LONDON LUNCH

'The class of '71': Pete Scott (O65/70), Sophia Corlett (née Robinson 69/71), Jerry Hughes (N67/72), Chris Jones (P66/71),
Kirsten Palmer (née Hamilton Fairley 69/71), Joanna Hazleton (69/71), Liz Yateman-Smith (69/71), John Thornton (P67/71).

A selection of the oldest and youngest OBs.

the 2017
London Lunch

Please note
the 2017 London Lunch
will be held at
Stationers' Hall,
Ave Maria Lane,
London, EC4M 7DD
on Friday 1st December at noon

The cost is £90.00 (£75 for under 25s)
www.oldbrutonians.com
e-mail:oba@kingsbruton.com
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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THE OLD BRUTONIAN

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016
The Annual General Meeting of the Old Brutonian Association was
held in the Hobhouse Science Building at King’s School, Bruton at
6.00pm, on Saturday 11th June 2016.
The President, Mrs Kirsten Palmer (69/70), was in the Chair.
Committee members present were David Fleming (B72/75), Michael
West (O49/55), Sally Snook (72/73), Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Honorary
Secretary), Gareth Evans (Hon. Old Brutonian). Also attending were
David Hindley (Hon. OB & Hon. Sec 94/2012), Stuart Musgrove
(O47/51), Allen Whittaker (P48/50), Robert Snook (B62/65), Jan & Colin
Juneman (Hon. Old Brutonians), Peter Squire (P59/63), Richard Squire
(P59/63), Chris Rhys-Jones (O45/49), Richard Sullivan (N58/62), Roger
Gallannaugh (O54/57), John Sale (N55-59) and Nigel Thomas (O60/63).
• Apologies were received from-David Dodgeon (L66/70),
Peter Canning (O52/57), Richard Pinney (N54/58), Tim Holly
(O53/58), Ed White (B95/00), Vincenzo Capozzoli (A99/04),
Peter Phillips (L60/65) and Gilly Bunday (OBA Office Secretary).
1. The Minutes
The Minutes of the last AGM, held on Saturday 6th June 2015,
having been circulated with The Old Brutonian for 2016, were
agreed and signed as a true record.
2. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
3. President’s Items
a. The President thanked Sally Snook and Gilly Bunday for editing
and producing an excellent Old Brutonian Magazine. She also
thanked David Hindley for proofreading the publication.
b. Ed White retired from the Committee at this meeting, and in his
absence the President wished to register her gratitude for the
contribution he has made to the Association while serving on
the Committee.
c. Daniel Hodder stood down from the Committee earlier in the
year due to work commitments.
d. The President confirmed that the London Lunch would take
place at Stationers’ Hall on Friday 2nd December.
e. 2016 OBA Prize Winners
OBA Prize for excellence in GCSE was awarded to Daisy Mant.
The OBA Progress prizes were awarded to Hamish Donnelly,
Lennart Von Velsen and Mathew Tomes-Smith
There are two OBA Scholarships holders: Harry McHugh - Lyon
House L6th Form and Yusof Fouladinejad – New House 3rd
Form. Yusof is struggling with illness and has just completed a
clinical drugs trial.
William Dawe (New House Housemaster) and Stuart Hamilton
(Lyon House Housemaster) were both awarded Hon. Old
Brutonian status on completion of their tenures as Housemaster
at this year’s Commemoration Lunch in May.
4. Hon Secretary’s Report
a. The ‘First of the Month’ gatherings have continued to be
successful, attracting OBs from the UK and Europe. There will be
no meetings over the School summer holidays; dates and
locations of future meetings will be published on the website
and in The Old Brutonian.
b. The Old Brutonian continues to be distributed only to OBs
residing in Europe to reduce postage costs. OBs living outside
Europe and wishing to receive a copy need to contact the OBA
office and a magazine will be posted to them.
c. Anton Kok (Director of Studies/Physics teacher) and Bridget
March (Librarian and Tutor) will retire from King’s at the end of
the Summer term. The OBA will present them both with a gift
at the final assembly in thanks for all the support they have
given to Old Brutonians.
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5. Hon Treasurer’s Report
a. The Hon. Treasurer took the meeting through the accounts for
2015 of both the Association and the Charitable Trust.
b. He explained the implementation of the new membership
process: if leavers have completed three terms at the School they
will become Old Brutonians. Their subscription is included in the
School Fees and will be paid directly to the OBA by the School.
Sally Snook thanked the President, Vice-President, Treasurer and
Secretary for formalising the new subscription arrangements.
She also wished to thank Louis Tuson (King’s Bruton, Bursar) for
his co-operation and assistance with the financial arrangements
for the subscriptions.
c. The Association and the Charitable Trust are financially in
satisfactory standing. Investments will continue to be
monitored.
d. A deposit has been paid to Stationers’ Hall for the 2016 London
Lunch.
e. It was discussed that less than 20 OBs make regular donations to
the Association.
6. Officers and Committee
a. The Hon. Secretary, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, agreed to serve for
another year and was duly elected. Proposed by Kirsten Palmer;
Seconded by Sally Snook and Peter Squire.
b. The Hon. Treasurer, Michael West, agreed to serve for another year
and was duly elected. Proposed by Kirsten Palmer; Seconded by
Sally Snook and John Thomas.
The Meeting unanimously endorsed the Committee’s
recommendation of Sophie Liddell-Grainger (W02/07) as a new
Committee member (girls’ sport representative); proposed by Rose
Vigers-Belgeonne and seconded by Gareth Evans.
7. AOB
a. Jerry Pontin has designed some OBA baseball caps, these were
generally approved, and it was decided that they could be
advertised on the OBA website, but would be purchased directly
from Jerry rather than through the OBA office.
b. David Fleming thanked Rose & Gilly for the organisation of the
King’s Day of Celebration which seems to have been a very
successful day. He very much enjoyed a tour of Blackford House,
and was looking forward this evening’s dinner.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 6.45pm, and
those attending the AGM then enjoyed drinks in the Millennium
Circle followed by a dinner with music in the Memorial Hall.

NOTICE OF AGM 2017

The Annual General Meeting of the
Old Brutonian Association will be held in
The Hobhouse Building, King’s School, Bruton on
Saturday, June 10th 2017 at 6.30pm.
1. to receive the accounts and reports for the year ended 31st
December, 2016;
2. to receive the accounts of the Old Brutonian Association
Charitable Trust and the reports of the Trustees for the year
ended 31st December, 2016;
3. to elect members of the Committee;
4. to elect an Honorary Secretary for the ensuing year;
5. to elect an Honorary Treasurer for the ensuing year;
6. to elect a President for the ensuing three years;
5. to elect a Vice-President for the ensuing three years;
PLEASE NOTE THE DATE AND FORMAT FOR THE MEETING

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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1940s

NEWS OF OLD BRUTONIANS 2016
1950s

Chris RHYS-JONES (O45/49) enjoyed a
day at Goodwood. Jerry PONTIN
(N56/60) sent in this wonderful photo

Phairoch RATTAKUL (P50/51) visited
King’s with his daughter. He
thoroughly enjoyed visiting England
from his native country Thailand after
such a long time.
Ian JAMES (P54/57) sent us the photos
below. If you recognise yourself, or
others, please contact the OBA office.
Peter PEARCE (P55/60) updated us in
a few lines: “Upon leaving school I
attended Bristol University where I
received an Honours Degree in

IAN JAMES' photos-who are they?

Architecture and then emigrated to
Montreal where I visited Expo 67. I
worked in Toronto for a while and
then drove to Vancouver where I was
in practice and did post-graduate
studies at the University of British
Columbia. I then travelled extensively
in the United States and South
America as I am interested in the Inca
Civilization of the Andes. I am now
living in Somerset and am in regular
contact with Roger Tilley. I would be
interested in catching up with Chris
Jackson and Victor Browning, both of
Priory 1955-1958”.

1960s
Chris SIMMONS (O60/64) is
Managing Director of his own Legal
Services Company, providing support
to in-house legal services of Local
Authorities.
He is happily living with Miranda
whom he met three years ago. He
writes that his four sons are all selfsupporting. Chris is a Freemason and
was recently installed as Master of
Billingsgate Lodge Number 3443 in
London.
He also told us of attending the 75th
birthday celebrations of fellow OB,
Lawrence JOHNSTON (P55/58),
nephew of the late Brian Johnston (of
cricketing commentary fame).
Tom PARIS (B60/64) returned to
England for the first time in many
years. He enjoyed revisiting the School
and having supper with several OBs at
Robert and Sally Snook's house.

Jeremy Hall, Peter Phillips, Robert Snook,
Sally Snook, Tom Paris, John Anderson.

Neil FORD, Q.C. (B66/71) has recently
retired as the Recorder of Bristol, the
senior judge at Bristol Crown Court.
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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Tom Paris (B60/64) - My story
For any OB who knew Tom at King's, this is the
publisher's summary of his biography, One Way
Ticket, a soft cover book with photographs:
'A tall thin Pom with a clipped English accent, a
rifle, blond ponytail and startling blue eyes, Tom Paris
arrived in New Zealand at 18 years of age looking for
adventure. He found it working on sheep stations.
Then he joined the New Zealand Forestry Service as a
Deer Culler in the Urewera North Island back blocks
and later worked as a crosscutter in the exotic forests,
mostly pine, of the South Island. He joined the
pioneer gang, building a nine mile road up Mt.
Greenland for a gold mining company in Ross, on the
rugged West Coast of the South Island. He went back
to England, back to NZ and then found his way to
Adelaide, South Australia. There he met his wife Jane

and had two daughters (they now have 4
grandchildren) and a prosperous career owning a
Financial Services Agency.
This is a story of Tom’s life, a wandering one full of
humorous tales of the bush, and the characters there,
of remote country that few have ever seen. A man
who worked hard, who enjoyed his own company
and the company of those he worked with. It is a
fortunate life.'
Tom says that he has 10 copies of his book to give
away. If you would like one of them please email him
at tom.paris@bigpond.com
NB: In lieu of payment for the book, a donation to the
‘King’s 500th Anniversary Campaign Appeal ’ would be
appreciated and payment should be sent to Gilly Bunday
at Blackford House, King's Bruton, Bruton BA10 0ED

Rob Scott (O68/73) recently updated us on his involvement with a charity.
He says: I qualified as a chiropractor in 1996 and have
been working in Farnborough ever since. I got involved
with the British Chiropractic Sports Council – now the
RCC Sports & Exercise Faculty (RCCSEF) - and through
them started to work at the British Masters’ Athletics
meetings. From there I got involved with various other
sports, including World Tug of War, Aldershot Football
Club, Army Squash Championships and ultimately the
2012 Olympics.
I am also a hockey player and have been playing for the
last 52 years at club level.
Five years ago a couple of ex-soldiers, who were
hockey players, were having a chat amongst themselves
and wondered how they could use hockey to raise
money for Help for Heroes, so they set up a charity
called Hockey for Heroes and set about playing hockey
and taking up challenges across the UK that involved
the hockey family. Their first tour involved 28 games in
8 days. I first met them when they played our club and
the Army side. I took my portable bed and kit with me
and started to treat some of them – they were pretty
broken after about 17 games and had taken very little
care of themselves. As a result of that they asked me to
accompany them on the next tour. In 2015 we played 30
games of hockey and climbed three peaks in 10 days.
Since its inception Hockey for Heroes has raised
£50,000, and 2017 sees the next tour coming up.
This time we are carrying a wounded Royal Marine,
on a stretcher (he has a T4 fracture) from the Welsh
Hockey stadium in Cardiff to the English Hockey
stadium in Lee Valley, London. This is a 200 mile trek
and we will be walking 20 miles each day and then
playing 3 games of hockey every evening. It is a tough
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challenge and I will be busy!
We are taking with us a physio, a trauma specialist, a
sports massage therapist, and I shall be heading up the
medical team. I also hope to involve local chiropractors
and massage therapists at each stop along the way to
help out. The Hockey for Heroes brand has grown in the
last few years and is now recognised by the
International Hockey Federation (FIH); the GB men’s
hockey team have been sponsored by us and the H4H
logo is on their shirts; we have various celebrities also
following us and promoting us.
The tour starts on May 25th and finishes in London
where we shall be following the Household Cavalry
along The Mall, moving on to The Cenotaph in
Whitehall and arriving, finally, at the Houses of
Parliament, before heading on to the Lee Valley
Stadium for our final games on June 4th - I think!
H4H has also just recently started a ladies’ team but I
am not sure what the plans are for them yet.
Working with these guys is amazing. They are not
elite athletes although they are all good hockey players,
but they all have a desire to help our injured servicemen
for many personal reasons. Their ethos is that these
soldiers have lost limbs or lives and any amount of
discomfort and pushing your body is nothing compared
to the sacrifice that they have made. My role is to get
them all across the finish line; chiropractic has been
instrumental in reducing injury, and in some cases
improving performance. All the players now know what
I do and clamour to see me when I am around. In most
cases I am able to treat them at pitch side and they are
able to carry on playing.
www.hockey4heroes.co.uk

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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Robert INGRAM (O67/70) writes that
he is semi-retired, following (and in
some cases still pursuing) a variety of
differing careers, including: Teacher,
Historic Race Mechanic, Bicycle Wheel
Builder, Food Machinery Manufacturer
and Costume Designer. He says
"despite my being advised to leave
King's following a disastrous second
year of 'O' levels, I owe ('Rave') Dave
Hindley a huge debt for supporting
and nurturing me throughout my
time there and (unwittingly) fostering
my mission to become a Teacher.
Married with 2 children in their teens I
am still in occasional contact with
both sets of cousins who also attended
King's (Shelleys and Targets)".

1970s
Rob GRIMSHAW (O74/79) had lost
touch with the OBA but recently
contacted us with his new details. He
would love to hear from any
contemporaries ……
Amitabh GOEL (N76/81) is currently a
General Surgeon and Surgical
Intensivist working for university hospitals based in Cleveland, Ohio. His
academic appointment is as a Clinical
Professor of Surgery at Case Western
Reserve University School of Medicine.
He writes that his interests are “bringing high quality surgical care to areas
in need, teaching by conventional and
long distance methods and enhancing
health care delivery processes”. He is
married with 2 children.
Tony BURTON (Staff 77/79) recently
visited King’s to carry out research on
his latest book.

Chris ALBIN (N79/84) wrote that he
met up with other OBs Alistair
MUNRO (N80/84), Robin DUNLOP
(P79/84), Richard WALKER (P80/84),
and Simon SPRAGUE (P80/84) and
very much hopes to do so again.

1980s
Kate PANGBOURNE (80/83) has
moved from the University of
Aberdeen and is currently a University
Academic Fellow at the Institute for
Transport Studies at the University of
Leeds, as a result of winning a five-year
personal fellowship from the
Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council. Her project website
is www.adapt.leeds.ac.uk. She would
love to hear from any OBs in the Leeds
area or indeed anyone involved in
aspects of passenger transport,
transport information or apps for
sustainable behaviour.
George FRANKS (N80/85) regularly
returns to King’s as his son, Arthur, is
currently in Blackford House. George
also attended the School’s Careers
Convention for L6 pupils in January 2017
when he explained his career in Estate
Agency to numerous interested pupils.

1990s
Adam NUNN (B91/96) and his family
moved back to Sevenoaks after a year
in Paris, and were joined by Élodie
Charlotte at the end of July, a happy,
smiley sister for Wilf. He is now based
in London, still working in media
planning and trying to roll back the
years on the rugby pitch by turning
out for Sevenoaks Vets when time,
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kids, dog and house building allow.
Adam recently returned to King’s in
January 2017 to give his valuable time
at the School’s Careers Convention for
L6 pupils.
Oliver ANDERSON (B91/96) wrote that
after graduating from UWE, he was
commissioned into the Queen’s Royal
Hussars, during which time he served
on three operational tours. On leaving
the Army in 2008 he took up the
position as Private Secretary to Sir Jackie
Stewart OBE. After three years, he then
moved on to join the Lotus F1 Team. He
is currently working for Renault Sports
in the commercial department,
overseeing their F1 team, Formula E
team, endurance racing team and Dakar
team, based out of Enstone. He is
married to Emily with whom he has
two children, Nicholas and Zoe.
Judith DÖMELAND (nee Reisert)
(W93/95) is currently living in
Hamburg where she teaches German,
English and Art. She and her husband,
Patrique, have three children, Fabian,
Fiona & Livia. If OBs wish to contact
her, her e mail address is: Judith.
doemeland@gmx.de.
Ed WHITE (B95/00) lives locally in
Merriott and returned to King’s to give
his time as a delegate at the 2017
Careers Convention for the L6 pupils.
James McCOMAS (O96/02) has
recently taken up the role of General
Manager at Hotel du Vin, Tunbridge
Wells. After leaving King’s he
volunteered in Botswana, lived and
worked in New Zealand and America
as well as the UK. [See marriages]
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Beat the Beast Challenge – Archie Douglas (L86/91)

Beat the Beast Challenge – Archie Douglas (L86/91)
Please sponsor me to ‘Live Life to Beat the Beast’
thus helping to improve the lives and life chances of
so many more people.
In December 2012 I retired from the Army after just shy
of 20 years’ service with the King’s Own Scottish
Borderers. In September 2013 I was diagnosed with a
Cholesteatoma in the right ear, a brain tumour in the
right temporal lobe and, to further complicate matters,
developed epilepsy.
The Cholesteatoma has been successfully removed
with an operation, albeit resulting in the total loss of
hearing in my right ear and a severe loss of balance,
which through time and hard work continues to
improve. The epilepsy is pretty much under control due
to the excellent drugs now available. However, sadly, I
was told that we cannot yet shrink, kill or cure a brain
tumour as diffuse (deep into the brain) as mine. The
hope was that with some treatment we could put the
tumour to sleep for as long as possible. In other words
surgery, followed by radiotherapy, followed by 12
months of chemotherapy was supposed to buy me
some time, but we knew not how much time until the
tumour woke up. When it did it would start to grow
again and probably start to degrade my cognitive
(brain) and motor (mobility) functions before eventually
switching me off completely.
With such stark news, my thoughts turned to the
future and how I might be able to improve my
prospects while also trying to do something
worthwhile. I wanted to make sure that every day that
God gave me was used to the maximum advantage.
Therefore I decided to be proactive in my fight against
the tumour while attempting to raise as much money
as I could by all the means I could, in all the places I
Rob CHILD (P97/02) moved to Hong
Kong to continue as a Senior Associate
in the Restructuring & Insolvency
team at Clifford Chance, although he
returned to the UK in the summer to
get married (see marriages).
Matt CROWCOMBE (P97/02) continues
to work tirelessly for SOS Africa, the
South African charity that he founded
on leaving King’s.
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could, at all the times I could, for as many people as I
could for as long as ever I could.
I named my personal battle against this tumour as
my quest to ‘Beat the Beast’. In undertaking this
challenge I invited people to sponsor me to provide
encouragement, whilst also challenging me to find the
cognitive and physical capability to complete a day’s
task designed to:
1. Improve my physical fitness, thus strengthening my
immune system to fight the tumour.
2. Develop the cognitive and motor functions in the
healthy left side of the brain to be ready to take over
when the brain tumour in the diseased right side
tries to switch me off.
3. Improve our environment, or just cheer up
somebody else!
I want to improve my chances of beating the beast
while helping to improve the lives of others, five days a
week, four weeks a month, for as long as ever I could.
Having been given a short prognosis and then told
that this tumour was terminal, I was expecting this
journey to be a short one towards my eventual demise,
but I was determined to continue with my fight with
the beast rather than curl up on the mattress and wait
for the lights to go out.
As a result, I have managed to cover over 2,500 miles
under my own steam, while climbing 95,000 feet, and
raising over £11,500 for the five charities I support.
Even better I have managed to have my prognosis
extended considerably, when we made the impossible
possible and the tumour all but disappeared. Sadly I am
not yet out of the woods and have been warned that
the beast could well come back with a vengeance.
So please join me on my own personal journey and
encourage me to walk, cycle, climb, paddle, sport and do
good deeds each day to ‘Beat the Beast’ while helping to
improve the lives and life chances of so many more
people through your sponsorship.
To learn more about my story and what brought me
to this point; how I planned to ‘Beat the Beast’, and for
more information about the activities I do within the
challenge and how to sponsor me, please visit me on
my website or on Facebook.
Facebook: Beat the Beast Challenge
Website: www.beatthebeastchallenge.co.uk

Paul HUGHES (N97/02) has moved to
London, after seven years working in
the rail industry in Bristol, to take up
an operations management role with
London Midland at London Euston.
Jon BEDDOW (O98/03) returned to
King's with several of the Class of '03 Tom Parker, James Lawson, Archie Bush,
Richard Luffingham, Matthew Pentecost
and Ewan McCulloch. (Photo p 13)

Dave MACKLIN (O98/03) returned to
King’s on a couple of occasions
throughout the year. Serving as SO3
Recruiting Officer for the Army Air
Corps. David and his crew landed on
Abbey Playing Fiends and spent the
afternoon taking 4th Form pupils in
the CCF for trips around Bruton and
further afield. He later returned for a
second visit to represent the Army at
the L6 Careers Convention in January.

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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Ewan McCULLOCH (B98/03) spent
two years abroad managing the Red
Bull business for Sri Lanka and the
Maldives, and has now returned to
England, continuing to work for Red
Bull but based in London. (See
marriages).
Greg RIDOUT (O99/04) returned to
King’s in January 2017 when he spent
the morning at the L6 Careers
Convention where he explained to
pupils his profession as an
Auctioneer and Agricultural Surveyor
and how he got there.
Vincenzo CAPOZOLLI (P99/03 &
A03/04) continues to teach at
Hazelgrove where he has recently
been made Head of History. He too
returned to King’s as a delegate at
the Careers Convention.
James COLLYER (N96/01) sent 16
years of news in five lines! Moved to
New Zealand after leaving school;
has lived in London since 2004
working in banking; has qualified as
a Chartered Financial Analyst; is

currently at Cambridge University
completing an Executive MBA and is
getting married in June 2017.

2000
Ed SALMON (B03/08) is currently
working for Aldi Stores Ltd as an
Area Manager.
He recently returned to King’s as
guest speaker at the Careers
Convention for L6 pupils.
He chronicled his career pathway
from being a Blackford House sixth
former to taking a gap year, going to
Exeter University to study for a
Business Economics degree, before
finally starting his current role as an
Area of Operations Manager with
Aldi Supermarkets.
Ed was a delegate at the 2017 L6
Careers Convention.
Josh WILSON-BROWN (N05/10)
returned to King’s in January 2017 as
a delegate at the Careers Convention.
Robin HAWKINS (B06/11), having
graduated from the University of
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Surrey, is currently working as a selfemployed music, recording and
broadcast engineer. He also returned
to King’s as a delegate at the Careers
Convention.
Tamsyn RAYMOND (W03/07,
A07/08) has recently completed her
training to become a Qualified
Saddler, having finished her training
with Mark Romain MBE.
Her website is www.
tcraymondsaddlery.com.
Hollie STEVENS (W09/12) has
recently emigrated to Australia with
her family where she is due to start
reading Architecture at university.
Jenny GRANT (A09/13) continues to
live in America where she is
currently studying Psychology at
John Carroll University.
Jenny has recently accepted a place
on a Clinical Psychology PhD
programme at Bowling Green State
University in Ohio, so will be
staying in the States for a little
while longer.
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'65 Degrees North'

Expedition to climb Mount Vinson
(5th-25th January 2017)
Tom Heal (L01/06)

The aim of the expedition was not only to climb the highest
mountain in Antarctica, Mount Vinson, but, on behalf of ‘65
Degrees North’, to raise money for the Royal Marines
Charity. The team of five (3 ex-Royal Marines, 1 ex-Army and
me, a serving Royal Marine) were selected for the team by
the expedition leader, as either a result of mental or
physical injuries sustained while serving in the military or
because of relevant mountain and cold weather skills, or a
combination of the two.
Mount Vinson stands at 4,897m high and is one of the
coldest and most remote mountains in the world, situated
in the Vinson Massif, approximately 700 miles north of the
South Pole. It was first climbed in 1966 and only around
1400 people have ever successfully summited. One of those
was Sir Ranulph Fiennes, who happened to be on the
mountain just a matter of weeks before us.
To reach the mountain we had to take six flights, pausing
for a few days in Punta Arenas in Chile to prepare - packing
kit, buying food and receiving briefs on the flight to
Antarctica. We were to live off a mixture of wet and dry
ration packs, fresh frozen food and snack bags (salami,
cheese, biscuits, chocolate, dried fruit and nuts to graze
whilst on the move). We also split down the group stores
(tents, stoves, fuel, cooking pots, shovels, snow saws and the
communal shelter) so that each man was carrying equal
weight.
Initially we flew to Union Glacier Camp which is run by
Antarctic Logistics & Expeditions (ALE). They construct and
dismantle the camp at the start and finish of each Antarctic
summer, which runs from the start of November to the end
of January. We then took the 40 minute flight to Vinson
Base Camp (VBC).
We decided the first day should be a practice day,
ensuring everybody was happy with moving along the
fixed lines (which would be necessary higher up) and
packing the pulks which we would drag from VBC to Camp
1. On the second day we set off, roped up, with the pulks, up
to Camp 1. The journey took around seven hours as we
moved gradually uphill over a glacier with hidden
crevasses, none of which were to cause us any problems.
From Camp 1 to Camp 2 we first had to conduct a load carry,
as it was no longer possible to use the pulks because of the
steep gradient; nor was it possible to carry everything in
one go. Consequently we came back down at the end of the
third day, spent the night at Camp 1 and then moved up to

Camp 2 on the fourth day, via fixed lines. A rest day was
needed at this point before our summit bid on 15th January.
Temperatures decreased as we ascended and although
there was 24hr daylight, the sun would go behind the
mountain range in the early hours, putting the tents in
shade and causing the temperatures to drop to below -40 C.
We were extremely fortunate with the weather on
summit day, with clear blue skies and perfect visibility. We
really felt the altitude during the last few hundred metres
of ascent and were regularly stopping to catch our breath.
But the effort was truly worth it, with the reward at the top:
there were unbelievable views of the surrounding
mountains and right out across Antarctica. It was simply
stunning. We spent around 30 minutes on the summit,
enjoying the moment and taking photos for our sponsors.
We also managed a live video feed, which was a world first.
The descent was completed in two days and we found
ourselves on the flight out of Antarctica back to Punta
Arenas shortly afterwards. The expedition was successful
on many levels, helping the members of the team
‘rehabilitate’ from their injuries, raising thousands of
pounds for the Royal Marines Charity and maintaining the
series of successful efforts by ‘65 Degrees North’ over the
last few years (this was their 4th expedition). The next
expedition is to climb the highest mountain in North
America, Denali. More information about ‘65 Degrees North’
can be found at www.65degreesnorth.co.uk and the ‘65
Degrees North’ Facebook page.
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OB Reunion in Hong Kong

On Monday 3rd April 2017, over 20 Old Brutonians, one current pupil who lives in Hong Kong and her parents,
Nick Bunday (Blackford Housemaster) and Gilly Bunday (OBA Assistant Secretary) met for drinks and reminiscences of
time spent in Bruton. It was a chance to bring these distant OBs together to hear about the School, the exciting plans for
the 500th and to exchange wide-ranging experiences of life at King’s. The Old Boys spanned four decades and whilst
their experiences of life at King’s varied considerably, they all shared an enthusiasm and love for the School. Bringing
together all these old boys and girls brought home to them all just how many there are resident in Hong Kong and will
hopefully encourage them to meet up more regularly.
Those present were: Michael Bough (P71/74), Ru Bunday (L04/09), Jake Bunday (L07/12), Phoebe Cobb (A08/13),
Hugo Deacon (O04/09), Hollie Gale (A04/09), Rob Gore (O01/05), Connor Hartley (B09/11), Samson Hui (B09/10),
Vivian Liu (P10/12), Tapiwa Mazinyi (N08/12), Frank Marriott, Andrew and Kate Moore (current parents), Lucie Moore (current
pupil), Andy Ngai (N08/12), Kitty Pang (P03/08), Tom Phillips (O86/91), Sophie Saunders (A07/12), YoYo So (P04/09), Anthony Tam
(L02/05), Josh Tang (L04/09), Jonathan Watkins (L70/73), Tony Wang (??). Apologies were received from James Lawrence-Brown
(N89/94), Jess Ficatier (née Docherty) (P06/11), Nick Aylwin-Foster (B98/01), Kevin Lau (L05/09), Rhona Zhang (A09/11).

Abseil from St Mary's Church, for SOS Africa

Whether it be the
Thursday morning
school service, carol
concerts or weddings,
we all have memories
of time spent in St
Mary's Church in
Bruton. On the 13th,
14th and 21st October
2017, Old Brutonian
Matt Crowcombe
(P97/02) is giving past
and present staff and students the opportunity to revisit the
church and abseil from its historic 120ft tower.
The funds raised at the event will help support the education
and care of the 90+ children now supported by SOS Africa, the
South African Charity founded by Matt after he left King's in
2002. To register for the abseil please visit: www.sosafrica.com
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OBA SUBSCRIPTION RATES

The Rules of the Association stipulate that the current
OBA subscription rates should be published in the
Newsletter.  The following information is given to
comply with this requirement. The life subscription
rate for those joining the Association on leaving the
School or within ten years thereafter is £250.  The life
subscription rate can be changed by the Association in
general meeting. The life subscription for those joining
more than ten years after leaving the School is related
to the life subscription rate for leavers in the year of
joining on a sliding scale laid down in the Association’s
Rules. Associate membership is available to staff at
the School on payment of an annual subscription
rate equal to one-tenth of the life subscription rate
for leavers in the year of joining. After payment of
ten annual subscriptions an associate  member
automatically becomes a life member.

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,

New Editor for The Old Brutonian

I've thoroughly enjoyed my ten years as Editor, ably
assisted by Jan Juneman, David Hindley and, latterly, Gilly
Bunday and I would like to thank them all for their
patience and help. During this time The Old Brutonian has
changed its title from The Old Brutonian Newsletter and
has become full colour. The number of photos has
increased exponentially, largely due to the expertise of
our current President, Kirsten Palmer, who is a
professional photographer.
Ed Tickner has agreed to take over the role of Editor of
The Old Brutonian from the next edition in 2018. Many of
you will know him but, for those of you don't, here is a
brief synopsis of his career so far.

Ed taught at Sir Thomas Rich’s, Gloucester and Ipswich
School before King’s. At Ipswich, his Headmaster was John
Blatchly who himself started his career at King’s School.
Ed ran a boarding house at Ipswich School then came to
Bruton in 1986 to run the Modern Languages Department.
He taught French and Italian and was i/c Community
Service for 20 years. Ed coached Cross Country and
Athletics and ran the U15 Soccer.
Having Tutored variously in Priory, Arion and New, Ed
retired in 2011 but continues with some activities at King’s

including assisting Andrew Leach in the Archives
Department and accompanying Duke of Edinburgh
cycling and walking expeditions as an external assessor and minibus driver!
Ed is currently Chair of The Bruton Trust with a
particular interest in the archaeology underlying Abbey
Field and the Fishponds as well as in planning matters
in the town's conservation area. He is Treasurer to the
Dove magazine in Bruton and a Committee member of
the Bruton Museum. He runs with Wells City Harriers
and directs races for them, and cycles with the Bruton
Cycle Club. His wife Caroline also taught at King’s and
their sons Ben and Francis both attended Hazlegrove
and King’s.
Ed has been 'shadowing' me during the production of
this year's magazine and has edited some of the content.
Kirsten will continue as 'Photographic Editor' and Gilly will
still be collating the news that comes into the OBA Office.
I feel that I'm leaving The Old Brutonian in the most
capable hands and that Ed, with his more recent and
continuing contact with the School, will be able to relate
to the younger OBs extremely well. He will also be a
member, by invitation, of the Committee.

100-YEAR WAIT IS OVER!
The first history of King’s School appeared
between 1907 and 1912 in the pages of
The Dolphin. Written in instalments by
Prebendary Douglas Hayward, the then
Vicar of Bruton and Governor of King’s, it
describes the School’s often colourful first 400
years. After the final chapter appeared, hope was
expressed that all eleven articles would be
brought together in book form ‘for the interest of
Old Brutonians and all friends of the School’.
Well, here it is!

ANNALES SCHOLAE BRUTONENSIS

I

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

The book also contains additional material on
the Rev. Hoskyns-Abrahall and school life during
his headship from 1826 to 1864.

ANNALES
SCHOLAE
BRUTONENSIS
by Douglas L. Hayward
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A limited edition of 200 copies of this book has
just been printed. If OBs wish to obtain one of
these, please send £10 (this includes UK p&p) to
the Archives Office, King’s School, Bruton
BA10 0ED. Cheques should be made payable to
‘King’s School, Bruton’.
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OLD BRUTONIAN GOLF SOCIETY
2016 was a good year for the Old
Brutonian Golf Society, with our
two annual fixtures at Trevose in
April and Woking in October proving very popular.
Having had the opportunity to promote ourselves at the
London lunch, we doubled our numbers at The Spring
Cup at Trevose and it was won by David Poulton (P65-70)
whose reflections on the weekend included his secret of
success…. “I truly believe that playing with Tony Beadles
(Hon. OB) was a significant factor in my achieving a
respectable score – he helped me to stay calm and
focused. He was kind, encouraging and very good
company, which I am sure helped me maintain my
concentration and I was mindful to be on my best
behaviour, whilst playing with a retired headmaster of
Kings!’’
In October, we made our annual pilgrimage to Woking
GC who, like Trevose GC, are always extremely
accommodating and a fine base for our Autumn Cup
competition. In one of our largest turnouts in recent
years, the fine play of Alex Soskin (O99-04) was on show
and he did just enough to squeeze a win over last year’s
winner Tresh Graham (O87/92) and be crowned OBGS
Captain for 2017. His secret of success perhaps came
from a different source…. “As always, the highlight of the
day is the much-welcome, excellent lunch which, this

year, was accompanied by a fine ‘Jeroboam’ of red wine,
very kindly provided by Oliver East (B92/95).”
Both events proved once again the growing
popularity of the OBGS and its reputation for good
competition in a relaxed and friendly Society. All are
welcome to join us for 2017, and we have added a 3rd
event to support this year’s Captain of Tandridge Golf
Club, near Oxted, Raj Munde (N71/74), to compete for the
‘Summer Cup’ at the club on Thursday 29th June. Our
Autumn meeting at Woking is on Friday 6th October.

OBA NETBALL 2017

This year’s OB vs King’s netball, was, as always, great fun.
For the first time, the OBs managed to field two teams, and
it was fantastic to see so many old faces come back to play.
The first game saw the younger of the two OB teams take
on the KSB leavers. This was an intense game with Olivia
Fantoni (A10/15) and Lucy Tyack (A11/16) making a great
shooting pair. However, they could not compete against
the tenacity of the leavers. The game ended with the OBs
losing 15-7. Well done to the leavers! Also, well done to Bella
Lucas (A08/11), who played a fantastic game of netball; her
first in 3 years.
The next game saw the second OB team take on the
School. It must be said this was the more ‘mature’ of the
two OB teams, but this did not mean they would go out
with any less of a fighting spirit! King’s took an early lead,
but the OBs did not give up. May Liddell-Grainger (W06/11)
and Lauren Osborne (P08/13) made up a great duo in
defence, forcing the leavers to work hard to try and get the
ball to their shooters. Both sides worked rigorously until the
last whistle and this competitive game ended in an 11- all
draw, with both sides working hard in the last few minutes.
All in all, it was a great afternoon and thank you to
everyone involved and the parents that came to support the
OBs. Thanks also to Cara Valentine (A11/16), who umpired
all the matches.
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Back Row: Lottie Carpenter (W01/13), Ellie Carpenter (P11/13), Lauren Osborne
(P08/13), Lucy Tyack (A11/16), Cara Valentine (A11/16) Middle Row:
Olivia Fantoni (A10/15), Olivia Harrison (A10/15), May Liddell-Grainger (W06/11),
Sophie Liddle-Grainger (W03/07), Sukie Fenwick (P/A03/08)
Front Row: Charlotte Davies (nee Oulton) (P05/10), Elvira McCaldin (P08/13),
Bella Lucas (A08/11), Brogan Sellar (W11/16), Abbie Owens (W14/16)
Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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OLD BRUTONIAN BOYS’ HOCKEY 2017
Why are hockey pitches always so cold?

On a cold blowy Sunday afternoon, fifteen Old
Boys took on the 1st XI in a game where hockey
was the winner! The festival atmosphere was
helped by a good crowd of supporters and a hat
full of goals. The OBs just about hung on to win
4-3. It was great to see such an eclectic mix of
OBs, with recent leavers playing alongside some
more seasoned OBs. Mr Eriksson, Director of
Hockey and Mr Corbin O’Grady, Hockey Coach
are thanked for giving up their time and
umpiring. This fun fixture is always looked
forward to by both the pupils and the OBs and
this year was no exception.
Thanks to all that played: Alex Wicking
(O09/14), Tom Taylor (N80/84) Paul Hartley
(B96/01), Ben Caretta (L09/14), Tom Deaney
(L08/13), Jack Corbett (L11/14), Charlie Auckland
(O09/14), Josh White (L10/15), James Plummer
(B11/16), Will Tuson (L09/14), Chris White (L11/16),
Jake Bunday (L07/12), Christian Phillips-Adams
(O03/05), Will Shephard (B03/08)

Front Row: Will Shephard (B03/08), Charlie Auckland (O09/14) Ben Carretta (L09/14), Alex
Wicking (O09/14), Paul Hartley (B96/01). Back Row: Chris White (L11/16), Tom Deaney (L08/13),
Jack Corbett (L11/14), James Plummer (B11/16), Christian Phillips-Adams (O03/05), Jake Bunday
(L07/12), Josh White (L10/15), Will Tuson (L09/14), Tom Taylor (N80/84)

Old Brutonian Vets vs
King’s 2nd XI Saturday
11th June 2016

The Old Brutonian Vets cricket team assembled on Abbey
to take on the School’s 2nd XI. Boasting a mixture of youth,
experience and unknown cricketing ability, the Vets were
in good spirits before the start of play.
The School were put into bat first and it was Plummer
Senior to bowl to Plummer Junior, only one of three sets of
brothers playing against each other on the day. The School
team started well and were scoring at a good rate, while
the Vets were looking slightly rusty in the field but still full
of confidence. Good spells from Charlie Plummer and Jack
Corbett, who got his brother out, meant the School needed
to up their run rate slightly. George Willis was the catalyst
for this with no one still quite sure how many balls he
bowled and how many runs he went for off his over. The
school finished their innings well but, with good bowling
at the death from Will Pitt, they were restricted to 185 in
their 20 overs. Mentions must go to Edward Squire who
looked very sharp behind the wickets and Topher Tuson for
a great catch on the boundary.
The Vets started their chase well with only one early
wicket falling in the second over. George Edgar and Edward
Squire gave the Vets a good chance by getting them up to
the required rate early on in the innings. Once George had
been dismissed the run rate fell off slightly and a flurry of
wickets from the School meant the game was closing in for
a tight finish. Tom Cowley contributed in stylish fashion by
hitting his first ball for 6 and departing only a couple of
balls later. Edward Squire batted very well and retired once
he passed 50. The innings continued to tick along and Will
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Pitt picked the run rate up again as the game went into the
final over. With the Vets only having one wicket remaining
and needing 4 to win, some nervous batting and good
bowling meant the scores were tied with one ball
remaining. The stage was set and Will Pitt stepped up,
hitting the final ball through the leg side for four, giving
the Vets a memorable victory.
A match full of entertainment, enjoyed by all. Mr
Fletcher is already planning his revenge on the Vets for
next year when they will be back to continue their
winning ways.

OBA Cricket vs 1st XI
Saturday 11th June 2016

The weather held up for a wonderful afternoon of highaction cricket. The OBA 1st XI won the toss and batted first,
with Josh White top scoring with a fluent 75. Other
contributions from Tom Lambert and George Winston
helped the OBs set a demanding total of 184/5 in 20 overs.
The KSB 1st XI looked to be going along with the run-rate
comfortably with a quick fire 42 from Rory Cadbury, who
happily smashed his older brother Jack Cadbury back over
his head for a very graceful six. He won the bragging
rights there! However, due to some tight bowling by Max
Dellwhite, Dom Baldwin and Chris Wilton, the stage was
set for an exciting last over with the KSB 1st XI needing 7
off 6 balls to secure victory. Jake Bunday proved difficult to
get away, tying down the KSB batsmen who fell four runs
short and the OBs secured a very tight victory. A massive
thank you to Harry Best for organising both OB teams and
to King’s for putting on such a great afternoon.
See P 31 for a group photo of OB participants of both matches.
The Old Brutonian 2017
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ENGAGEMENTS

COLLYER, James (N96/01) to Nicola Atkins.
CROWCOMBE, Matt (P97/02) to Claudia Titley.
FRY, Will (B07/12) to Jessica Korzeniowska.
MBU, Joe (N95/00) to Funmi Oyesanya.
WILSON, Robert (P73/78) to Louise Fisher.

MARRIAGES

CHILD Rob (P97/02) to Vicky Thomson in North Cadbury with
OBs Richard Luffingham, Luke Foot, William Talmage, Sam
Todd, James Hayes, Fred Lee, Hugo Froud, Chris Spalton, Will
Aitken, Marcus Young, Sam Watkins, Joe Fenton, Chris Martin,
Frank Tickner, James Knoedler and Lucy Child present.
COLLINS Graeme (O85/87) to Tracey Sugg in October 2016

ATKINSON Emma (W05/07), to Steve Williams on 21st May
2016 at Stourhead with OBs Simon Atkinson, Dave Watts, Rory
Edwards, Verity Stanford-Tuck, Phil Cole, Cali Smith, Richard
Smith and Jenny Stocks (née Sullivan) present. Ex-staff Alan
Atkinson (Emma’s father) and Colin & Jan Juneman were also
present.

DEANEY Millie (W04/06) to Jack Corrigan on 6th August 2016.
OBs Kate Flavell (Maid of Honour), Edward Deaney, Tom
Deaney, Sophie Liddell-Grainger (who made the wedding
cake), Dan Hodder, Tom Heal, Jonathan Williams and Dave
Watts (photographer) were present.

BAKER, Piers (B76/81) to Alison Fordham on 10th December
2016 at Manchester Town Hall. Piers proudly wore his BOB
(Blackford Old Boy) tie and his Best Man was OB Stephen
Askins.

DOUGLAS Euan (L88/93) to Gemma Stone on 7th April 2016.
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Rich Smith, Phil Cole and David Macklin were present

MCCULLOCH Ewan (B98/03) to Clemmie at Holy Trinity
Church in Salcombe on 14th May 2016 with OBs Richard
Luffingham, Archie Bush, Jonathon Beddow, Thomas Parker,
Anthony Meadon, Tom O’Brien, Nick Alywin-Foster present.

EDWARDS Rory (O98/03) to Nathalie Brodie on 30th July 2016
at St Chad's Church, Hanmer, Shropshire. OBs James Edwards,
FAHEY Gabriel (L88/93) to Evlyn in August 2015 in Freeport,
Maine, USA. OB Dan Hammond was Best Man, Pat Logie was
Chief Usher. Other OBs were also present. Their first baby is
due in March 2017.
HARRIS Oliver (B00/05) to Nicola Eisenhaur on 8th October
2016. OBs present were Julian Cosby, Dominic Pudney, Nicola
Harris, Matthew Manning, Emilie Rushmere (née Carpenter),
India Carpenter, Edward Marsh, Tom Smith and James
Edwards
McCOMAS James (O96/02) to Maureen Kroeger. OBs Richard
Simpson, Matt Crowcombe, Mario Schumann, Edward Briggs
and Dickon Agnew were present.

SMITH Dan (L03/08) to Mary E Thomson, on 9th July 2016 on
the Isle of Wight.
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PANG Kitty (P03/08) to James Jarman on 16th February 2017.
OBs Libby Preston, Beaux McConnachie, Lissy Stevenson, Sofie
Lewis (all in photo), Candy Pang and Carissa Leung were
present.

SNOOK Robert (B62/65) and Sally (née Stonham, formerly
White 72/73) celebrated their Silver Wedding at the end of
February. Pictured above: Charlotte Ask (A11/16), Mary Stonham-Ask

(80/81), Charlie White (B97/02), Robert Snook (B62/65), Sally Snook (72/73),
Edward White (B95/00), James Ask (B12/15) and Kirsten Palmer (69/70).

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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STANFORD-TUCK Clemency (P04/09) to David Mumford, on 11th September 2016 in Maiden Bradley. OBs Verity Stanford-Tuck,
Sophie Stanford-Tuck, Hugo Stanford-Tuck, Emilie Rushmere, Lucy Ozanne, Imogen Bradley, Jennie Asbury, Becks Kaye,
Andrew Sage, Rory O’Brien (photographer), Miles Damant, Tom Gunning, Gemma Pudney, Jamie Cranfield and Dan Williams
were present.

LAWSON Peter (O05/10) to TROTT Ellen (A98/03) on 31st December 2016 in Lovington, Somerset. OBs Rory Edwards, Richard
Luffingham, Archie Bush, Philip Cole, Tom Parker, David Green, Justin Trott, Matt Pentecost, John Sandeman, Kit Lawson,
Jonathan Beddow, Mark Dunn, Nick Aylwin-Foster, Jenny Sullivan (née Stocks), Gayle Trott, Kitty Hillier and Edmund Lawson
were present.
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

The Old Brutonian 2017

25

NEWS OF OLD BRUTONIANS

BIRTHS
COLE, to Charlie (O01/06) and Becky, a baby boy, Rupert, on 7th
February 2017.
EDWARDS, to Jamie (O96/01) and Clare, a baby boy, Arthur, on
21st October 2106, a sister for Annabelle.

POINTON-TAYLOR, to George (N94/99) and Gemma, a baby
girl, Jessica Joy, on 4th April 2016.
GORBUTT, to Simon (P97/02) and Madde, a baby girl, Ella Mikaela
Evelyn, on 14th April 2016.

SPINNEY, to James (L97/99) and Zoe, a baby boy, Christopher
(Kit) Jonty Leyland, on 25th January 2017.

GRAZETTE, to Andy (B97/02) and Ruth, a baby boy, Samuel
Peter, on 17th June 2016.
MAUGHAN, to Dan (B 97-02) and Kat (née Sens W 00-02) a
baby son, Lars, on 26th January 2017, a brother for Pia.

NUNN, to Adam (B91/96) and Katy, a baby girl, Elodie
Charlotte, in July 2016, a sister for Wilf.

TICKNER, to Frank (P97/02) and Abi, a son, Felix William, on 1st
December 2016.

DEATHS

BROWN Kenneth M (N39/43) on 4th January 2017, aged 91, brother
of Ian F. Brown (N43/48).
FOULADINEJAD Yusof (N15/16), son of Farid (N80/82)

GILES Jeremy (O46/50) – no more details are available.

GRAVES John Allan (N55/60) on 14th August 2016, aged 73, brother
of Tommas Graves (Plox/N44/55)
HOWELL Richard M (known as Dick) (N48/52), father of Matthew
(N82/87) on 8th April 2016 after a long illness.
ROBERTS John (N51/54) affectionately known as 'Congo John'. No
further details were available.
RUDD Michael (N/B56/60) on 31st March 2016.
PARKER, to Rory (O98/00) and Clemmie, a baby girl, Amelie
Elizabeth, on 12th October, a sister for Freddie.
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SPURWAY Brian (N44/49) after a fight with diabetes, aged 86.
TREMLETT John Gerald (P/N32/41) in February 2016

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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YUSOF FOULADINEJAD (N15/16)
2001 - 2016

Yusof’s Housemaster,
Ashley Marshfield, gave
the eulogy at Yusof’s
Service of Thanksgiving
held in St Mary’s Church,
Bruton, on 28th
September 2016, on what
would have been Yusof’s
15th birthday. The service
was attended by all
current pupils, many
staff and Yusof’s parents.

I had the immense
pleasure and privilege of
being both Yusof’s Housemaster and academic tutor and
I hope this eulogy will provide a glimpse of the impact
that Yusof had-made during his time at King’s.
I first met Yusof when I was a nervous new
Housemaster during the new pupil visit at the end of the
Easter term last year. I was immediately struck by his
natural warmth and caring nature that from September
would radiate throughout New House and the whole
King’s community, making a lasting impression on pupils
and staff alike.
Yusof loved being at school, being at King’s, and being
part of New House where Farid (Yusof’s father) had also
been a pupil. Though Yusof was not able to play any
contact sport, he had an aptitude for badminton and
formed an important part of the victorious junior
badminton team for the first inter-house competition of
the year – a photo of the winning team still stands
proudly on the wall in New House. Yusof was justly
proud of this great achievement over the first weekend of
the term, and I have no doubt that he would be delighted
that New House managed to maintain a tied first place
this year for the juniors and a win for the seniors.
Yusof’s talents did not end at badminton. He was also
a very good musician and pianist. I can remember being
impressed by how mature his playing of Beethoven’s
Bagatelle was for somebody of his age at the New
Musicians’ Concert. I would often find Yusof practising
the piano in the house kitchen, after which he would
complain to me about how appallingly out of tune it was,
even after a visit from the piano tuner – and he was
absolutely right!
In the classroom, Yusof enjoyed nothing more than
being challenged in lessons. All the staff who taught
Yusof would regularly communicate with me just how
hard he worked both in and out of the classroom. Yusof
was eager to learn and thrived on developing new skills.
He would always put a lot of effort into his prep and
would often go the extra mile, achieving commendations
from staff in recognition of his hard work. Yusof’s
diligence and determination to continue his studies
during the time he was seriously ill in hospital, were
never short of honourable.
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Yusof was in many respects, an immensely private
young man and he didn’t often share the details or the
seriousness of his illness with many; he would always
insist that he should not be treated differently from
anybody else because of his treatment plan and that he
wanted to live life as the other boys do. Yusof also had a
strong faith, and was a practising Muslim; he would
sometimes let me know that he might be a few seconds
late to roll call as he needed to say prayers between the
end of activities and the start of prep.
I was pleased to be able to visit Yusof at University
College London Hospital on a few occasions, and though
these visits were of course difficult, I was always met
with a smile and by a young man who had an unfailing
determination and who fought valiantly against such a
horrible disease. Each visit, Yusof would ask about New
House, his friends and the staff at King’s. I remember
Yusof asking me about the inter-house music
competition results and him telling me in no uncertain
terms that the adjudicator couldn’t possibly have got the
order right! Yusof would also tell me how appreciative he
was for all the kind emails, cards, text messages and
packages of goodies from Matron that surrounded him in
hospital. He would also talk of the day when he would be
able to return to King’s; a place in which he spent only a
few short months, but a time that doubtless had a
profound effect on him.
I am sure that New House and those who knew Yusof,
would agree that he was a deeply caring, honest and
hard-working young man, with a wicked sense of
humour. This was combined with a deep humility to
which we could all aspire. Yusof was universal in his
popularity; many pupils have lost a trusted friend, and
staff, a diligent pupil, and he is remembered most fondly
by the King’s community today.
Ashley Marshfield

JOHN ALLAN GRAVES (N56/61)

1943 – 2016
His brother, Tommas,
writes: "My brother,
John, died aged 73, on
14th August 2016. He
followed me to King’s
from Hazelgrove. At
school, he distinguished
himself by breaking a
leg in his first game of
rugby and playing the
euphonium in the
school band.
He was good at music
and maths and gained a
place at Trinity College,
Dublin. Here he met Rosemary King, who he married, and
together they had four children. The whole house was full
of music and their lifelong love was singing. John was
employed by P&O, then joined M&G in Chelmsford,
working in IT. After retirement, he helped with the
Campaign to Protect Rural England. Ten years ago, he
developed angina and underwent a triple bypass
The Old Brutonian 2017
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operation, but the condition returned and sadly he could
not be operated on again. He and Rosemary brought their
Golden Wedding celebrations forward one year, when they
saw all members of the family. John’s funeral was held at
the Church of St Lawrence, Bradfield, and was well
attended by choir members, family and fellow allotment
holders."
Tommas Graves (Plox/N44/55)

JOHN GERALD TREMLETT (P/N32/41)
1923 – 2016

KENNETH BROWN (N39/43)
1925 - 2017

His brother Ian writes:
“The family were on holiday in Cornwall preparing for
Kenneth to start at King’s School, Bruton, in September,
when war was declared in 1939. As I recall, that caused a
hurried return home to Exeter to fit black-outs and
otherwise prepare ourselves for war. Ken had a keen
interest in railways, as we had recently lived in a house
overlooking Central Station, Exeter, and he arrived at
Bruton no doubt delighted to find classrooms ideally
situated for watching the trains which were gradually
becoming very interesting.
My understanding is that Ken’s main recreation was
cycling to many places of railway interest, Templecombe,
Cole, Evercreech etc, but I never heard much of his sporting
or scholastic achievements.
On leaving school he was conscripted as a First
Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers, in which he served out
the war in a number of RE Depots. After demobilisation, he
studied Engineering at Camborne in Cornwall, acquiring a
second interest in the mining industry and its steam
machinery.
He went into the Great Western Railway as a civil
engineer, but for most of his life worked as a technical
journalist, reporting on the construction of many large
dams and bridges being built around the world. This
allowed him enormous scope for studying steam
machinery (much of it British) on his travels.
Soon after he retired, and with his family grown up and
his wife having died, he decided to settle in his old love,
Cornwall, where he could research, write up and become
an acknowledged expert on mines and mining machinery.
This work was rewarded about ten years ago, when he
was elected a Cornish Bard. This is an honour bestowed
on any type of activity promoting Cornwall, rather
different from Wales where the equivalent body is mainly
cultural, music, dance and poetry and, of course, the
language.
His research continued and he and his partner
volunteered their services at the Levant mine in the far
west. Ken was one of the experts and, on occasions, a
driver of their restored beam pumping engine. In due
course, when the journey ‘up country’ became too tedious,
they moved to be nearer family near Marlborough, at
Burbage. This is very near the preserved beam engines at
Crofton on the Kennet and Avon Canal, where he was able
to resume his interest and I am sure, had a very contented
last five years, during which time I saw him a lot; his
enthusiasm was always infectious”
	Ian Brown N43/48
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John was born in St Peter Port, Guernsey on 20th April
1923, the eldest of three boys born to Jack and Catherine
Tremlett. Aged 6 months he travelled with them to
Dodoma in Tanganyika where his father was a
Veterinary Surgeon in the British Colonial Service. His
brother Peter was born in 1926 and Michael was born in
1928.
The family had moved to Mwanza on Lake Victoria in
1927, and in 1931 John and Peter left Mwanza and Africa
to start their formal education in England. After a term
at a local school in Wembley, John arrived at Plox in
January 1932. His uncle, Charles Tremlett, had been
Headmaster of King’s School, Bruton since his arrival
from Fettes School, Edinburgh in 1916. John was
eventually joined at King’s by both Peter and Michael.
John found boarding school life very difficult and
restraining after the freedom of growing up in Africa. It
was made easier by his lasting friendship with Philip
Archer (N31/39) and his brother Raymond from Nairobi,
Kenya. It was in Plox that John started collecting stamps,
which developed into a lifelong hobby. In September
1936 John moved into New House where Donald
Richardson (‘Dickers’) was housemaster, and life became
much happier. His life long love of sports grew and
developed in New House. By the time he left in 1941 John
had been captain of the School’s 1st XV and 1st X1 cricket
and 1st X1 hockey teams as well as Senior Prefect. He had
joined the OTC and after 1939 the Home Guard. His Joint
Board School Certificate grades were high enough for
entry into veterinary college after the War.
In January 1942 John was enlisted into the Royal Scots
and sailed out to India via South Africa along with 5,000
other troops as part of a very large convoy. During one
leave in Bombay he and Philip Archer, now a RAF pilot,
were amazed to see their former schoolmaster John
Tyndall walking towards them. They realised they must
salute John as a senior officer, before greeting him as
Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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their schoolmaster!
He transferred to the Royal Indian Army Service Corps
and in August 1943 to the EA Infantry Brigade Transport
Company, part of the East African Army Service Corps,
who were stationed in Ceylon, now Sri Lanka. The 21st
(EA) Infantry Brigade Company were camped at Boossa
Camp near Galle, now the HQ of the Southern Command
of the Sri Lanka Army and Navy, which he was thrilled to
revisit in 2006.
In 1944, as platoon commander of 245 (EA) Transport
Platoon the Divisional Transport of the 11th (EA) Division,
he entered Burma, moved down the Kabaw Valley to
Kalewa on the Chindwin River. The platoon remained in
Burma until April 1945 when they returned to India for
re-equipping which was halted when the armistice was
declared in August. In January 1946, the Division sailed
from Bombay to Mombasa and on to Nairobi where he
was finally demobilised in December 1946.
In October 1947, he arrived in Edinburgh to begin his
veterinary course at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College,
Edinburgh. He always felt very fortunate that the ‘Dick’
gave some preference to ex-service men’s applications
and felt that his father being a ‘Dick’ graduate from July
1920 might have helped. His annual grant covered the
College annual fees of £45 and a living allowance of £182!
Having played in India during the war he resumed his
hockey and started playing cricket again, captaining the
College 1st XI’s in 1951 – 52.
John graduated in June 1952 and in December sailed
from Tilbury docks having been appointed Veterinary
Officer to the Northern Rhodesia Veterinary Department,
now Zambia. Arriving in Cape Town he travelled by train
through Bechuanaland (Botswana) to Mazabuka. arriving
in early January 1953.
John started filming interesting veterinary disease
cases both in the lab and on safari and when he returned
to the ‘Dick’ in January 1956 for the DTVM course, he
showed to the audience his 8mm cine film about the
removal of a rabid dog’s brain for dispatch to the
laboratory. He left this film at the college and it was
used as a teaching aid for many years. He continued to
film interesting cases throughout his career.
In August 1959 John was promoted to the Kenya
Government Veterinary Service in Nairobi. For the
following nine years he continued research into
infectious animal diseases and vaccine production in
Kenya and in 1968 he was appointed Chief Veterinary
Research Officer of Kenya. He had a great team of
Research Officers around him on whom he could rely for
sound advice and with whom he got on very well. He
always went out of his way to ensure newly appointed
veterinary officers, technicians and junior staff were
carefully introduced to the service and gave them great
support. He played hockey and cricket very regularly as
well as enjoying Scottish Dancing, which he had learned
in Edinburgh. It was through Scottish Dancing that in
1976 he met and married Justine Harris, daughter of
Gerald Harris, who had been a High Court Judge in Kenya
since the 1960s. The Harris family had emigrated to
Nairobi from Dublin in the 1950s.
In 1977 John retired from the Kenya Veterinary Service
and he and Justine moved to Canberra where he joined
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the Australian Bureau of Animal Health as Principal
Disease Control Officer. Soon after the move a new and
exciting dimension was added to his life with the birth
of his two children.
John soon found being entirely office bound with the
total absence of scientific hands-on contact very difficult
and frustrating. He eventually established and ran the
National Animal Serum Bank and in 1987 oversaw its
transfer to the high Security Laboratory at Geelong,
Victoria. One important achievement was the granting
of export licences with the Canadian authorities for the
importation of queen bees from Australia which had
taken three years of lengthy correspondence.
In the 1930’s John’s cousin Tom Tremlett had
discovered a copy of the 1297 Magna Carta amongst the
King’s School papers. This was sold to Australia in 1951 to
fund the new science block at King’s. It was put on
display in Canberra’s Parliament House in an air tight
glass case in a non-oxygen environment and
photographs were forbidden, in case of damage,
considering it had survived 700 years in the open air. It
has now been removed from the case. John always
delighted showing it to visitors and recounting its
history. One special visitor was Basil Wright who was
contacting as many old boys as he could find on his
travels in 1981.
In 1987 he retired again and moved to Botswana as
Senior Veterinary Pathologist in the Government
laboratory in Gaborone. He felt he had come full cycle
and was delighted to return to veterinary diagnostic
activity.
In 1993 the family settled in Dublin after John’s third
retirement. He soon became involved with the Irish
Donkey Sanctuary in their laboratory at Liscarrol, Co Cork
under the direction of the Sanctuary in Sidmouth. Later
he started 10 years of research, writing the family history,
using documents and photographs that had survived
many years in Africa and India. He also used stories from
his grandparents and gave an account of his own
activities. The result gave him great satisfaction. He
played Taverners Cricket for many years and kept up an
avid interest in world news and contacts with former
colleagues. He had started editing his vast 8 and 16 mm
cine and stamp collections before his final illness. In
October 2010, he went to Bruton for the re-dedication of
the Memorial Hall and to see Mary Tyndall again.
He was delighted to have a special time with his
family and two grandchildren before he died in February
2016.
Justine Tremlett
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The Editors are very happy to include full obituaries
(preferably 750 words) and photos of Old Brutonians
if sent in digital format ready for publication to
oba@kingsbruton.com
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A Day of
Celebration

O

n Saturday 11th June 2016 the rain stayed away from
the skies over Bruton just long enough for King’s to
showcase the School for its first ever Day of
Celebration: a day for parents past and present, Old
Brutonians, staff and pupils to celebrate ‘All that is good
about King’s’.From early afternoon, a steady trickle of Old
Brutonians and Friends returned to King’s, some for the first
time in many years, to tour the School and to watch sport.
Two teams of Old Brutonian cricketers faced the School’s 1st
and 2nd XI teams in exciting, nail-biting games, both of
which finished with very close wins for the Old Boys. At the
same time, Parents and Old Brutonians faced the School’s
excellent tennis players for a series of matches.
By 4 o’clock the Pavilion and Hyde were a-buzz with Old
Brutonians, young and old, parents past and present, staff
and pupils alike, ready to feast on a tea fit for royalty,
produced and served by the BTEC Hospitality students – all
washed down with Birchalls tea, kindly donated by the OB
Graham family. There was also the opportunity to buy ties
and other King’s and OBA merchandise and admire the
recently designed and tailored OBA blazers.
After tea, it was time for many OBs to visit their former
Houses; shown round by House staff and pupils. They
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marvelled at the modern facilities whilst regaling the
present incumbents with tales of skulduggery. Many also
visited the John Davie Room to see the interesting
exhibition on the History of the School, recently completed
by Andrew Leach, School Archivist.
In the evening, the spotlight moved to the Memorial Hall,
where 110 guests were treated to a Black Tie dinner, again
served by the BTEC Hospitality students. OBs, parents and
staff dined on fine food and wine, interspersed with
musical accompaniment between courses. The soloists,
Chamber Choir and Temperance 7 Group were quite simply
breath-taking and as one former pupil said “were the stand
out element of the day”.
Why not join us for this year’s Day of
Celebration on Saturday 10th June – see page 32.

OB Sport Participants

(Left to Right) Dom Baldwin (N12/15), Matthew Trickey (L13/16), Kate Flavell (01/06), James Catley-Day (B05/10),
Sophie Liddell-Grainger (W02/07), Win Wilmott (B04/09), Charlotte Davies (P05/10), Lucy Salmon (P05/10), Jamie Staib (O05/08),
Jake Bunday (L07/12), Josh White (L10/15), Tom Cowley (L07/12), Jack Corbett (L11/14), George Edgar (L09/13), Harry Best (L07/12),
Charlie Plummer (B10/13), Charles Carpenter (O07/12), Topher Tuson (L04/09), George Willis (L07/12), Matthew Wilcox (B04/09),
Ed Salmon (B03/08), Tresham Graham (O87/92), James Stratton (P74/79), Edward Squire (P93/98), Jack Cadbury (B07/12), Will Pitt (L93/98),
George Winston (O05/10), Tom Lambert (L06/11), Chris Wilton (B06/11), Matt Dellwhite (N09/14)
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Desgin and artwork by King's School Bruton
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The school

LETTER from the HEADMASTER
Dear Old Brutonians,
I am delighted to be able to inform you that we have now received planning consent for the new Music School which
will be built on the site of the derelict swimming pool for our quincentennary in 2019. I am really enjoying showing
current parents and Old Brutonians around the site and explaining the rationale behind the design of the new
building. The project will transform the historic core of the School and re-open the Old House Yard as a fitting
celebration of 500 years. We will go public with fundraising this summer to coincide with the commencement of
construction works, but we have been working hard behind the scenes to raise the first £500k, and I am very excited
that we are now nearing that target. I am so grateful to the Old Brutonians who have already generously donated.
We are also working on events for 2018-19 and we very much hope to open the new Music School with a Royal visit
in the Spring of 2019. The 500th celebrations will finish with a Service in Wells Cathedral in September 2019, 500 years
since we were founded.
The School continues to flourish with 349 pupils on roll which means that we are at capacity. We have had to
increase the size of Arion House and we will be creating more space in Wellesley House over the Summer, but we
remain 60% boys and 40% girls with over 60% of the pupils boarding.
We have finished the first phase of the classroom refurbishment programme, and the English classrooms in the
Memorial Hall buildings have been transformed.
We had excellent A level, GCSE and BTEC results in 2016 and our 6th Form academic provision has been improved
with the introduction of a Head of 6th Form who is also a member of the Senior Management Team.
Sport continues to flourish with the U14A rugby team proving the strongest team at this age level for many years,
only losing one game. The boys 1st XI hockey are unbeaten in their regular school fixtures, whilst pride of place must go
to the U16 girls who are National Champions at indoor hockey.
The CCF and DoE are as popular as ever while Drama and Music are also thriving. The Chapel Choir continue to
perform Evensong termly at regional cathedrals, and we are delighted that three of our 6th Form pupils successfully
auditioned for the National Youth Choir of Great Britain.
Sadly we will say goodbye to three long-serving members of staff this summer. Gareth Evans and Charles Oulton are
retiring, while Nigel Wilson-Brown is moving to Kenya after 17 years as School Chaplain. The School will miss their
experience, their company and the huge part all three of them have played in the King’s community. I am delighted
that Gareth has agreed to be the Guest of Honour at Prizegiving.
As always, I would be delighted to welcome OBs back to King’s. One of the best parts of building towards our 500th
anniversary has been the opportunity for me to meet OBs and particularly to host them at King’s. The Day of
Celebration will take place on 10th June 2017 and we are welcoming a Cricketing XI from The Rifles Regiment to
commemorate the centenary of the first ever cricket match played on Hyde when the 1st XI beat an XI from the 7th
Battalion of the Dorset Regiment on 9th June 1917.
Lots to commemorate and lots to celebrate. Floreat Brutonia!

Ian Wilmshurst
Headmaster
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pupils MISSING FROM PHOTO: Toby Prynne, Austin Ransom, Marion Ajijala, Ellen Barber, Jeremy Ye, Sophie Belchambers, Scarlet Wright, James Whitaker, Daniel Solway

FRONT ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): Kitty Geach, Sophie Finch, Sasha Ogurtsova, Sofia Smith, Beth Wilson-Brown, Harry Corbett, Cara Valentine, Lucy Tyack, Sophie Sage,
Lucia Pretor-Pinney, Charlotte Ask

MIDDLE ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): Abbie Owens, Brogan Sellar, Caitlin Marsh, Joe Coombs, Sam Young, Henry Smith, George Weymouth, Max Briston, Hamish Donnelly,
Josh Gray, Gabriel Airey, Harry Atkinson, Rory Crockatt, Eleanor Little, Emma Houldsworth, Jennifer Paterson

BACK ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT): Max Cohen, James Plummer, Matthew Tomes-Smith, Milo McCloud, Joshua Hope-Kibble, Harry Woolway, Chris White, Rory Cadbury,
Benson Hung, Archie Cobb, Mark Catley-Day, Jack Hudson, Matthew Trickey, Matthew Solway, Eddie Morris-Adams,
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DaY of celebration
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