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Air Chief Marshal Sir Peter Squire

Hubert Doggart OBE (Hon OB)

During a most distinguished service career,
Sir Peter filled some of the RAF’s most
important Command and Air Staff
appointments, becoming Chief of the Air
Staff in 2000. He became a Governor at
King’s in 1998 and subsequently held the
post of Senior Warden from 2004-2010.

Hubert Doggart OBE (Headmaster of King’s,
1972 -1985) was a notable sportsman of
prodigious talent. After a memorable
cricket career, he was honoured as
President of the MCC. At King’s, he led the
expansion and transformation of the
facilities of the School during dificult times.

GCB, DFC, AFC, DL, DSc, FRAeS (P59/63)

1925-2018

COnGRAtulAtiOnS

King's first Olympian Lloyd Wallace (B08/13) competes in South Korea
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OBITUARy
HuBERt DOGGARt OBE (HOn OB)
1925 – 2018

George Hubert
Graham Doggart
was born in Earl’s
Court, the son of
Graham Doggart,
himself an
amateur England
soccer player
with three caps
to his name.
Hubert as he was
known and his
brother Peter
attended
Winchester
College where
Hubert quickly
developed his love of sport, captaining both the football
and cricket teams. After joining the Army with a
commission into the Coldstream Guards, he went aged 22
to King’s College Cambridge to read History. Here his
sporting talents gained him a remarkable five Blues in
cricket, football, squash, fives and racquets. A sensational
debut in first-class cricket for Cambridge saw him score
215 not out at Fenner’s against a Lancashire side
containing two test bowlers. This score remains the
highest ever by an English batsman during a first-class
debut. He went on to play twice for England against the
West Indies and over 200 matches for Sussex, whom he
captained in 1954.
His first teaching post was in 1950 at his alma mater
Winchester College. He taught a junior form and was
Master in Charge of cricket. The 1st XI, including great
players such as the Nawab of Pataudi and Richard
Jefferson, did not lose a match against another school in
five years. He became Housemaster and after 22 years
there was appointed Headmaster at King’s.
King’s Archivist Andrew Leach remembers a man of
prodigious energy and clear vision, just the person to drive
King’s forward to a more secure future. On arrival and
with the support of the Governors in raising the fees, he
immediately attended to much needed building and
refurbishment. A major existing project was completed.
This comprised the canteen with Geography Department
and Art School above, and a new Headmaster’s House was
built. This allowed him and his family to come down from
Park Wall and live in the heart of the School. Lyon House
was extended and Blackford, Old and New were all
overhauled. In 1979 the Fitzjames Hall was opened. The
sports hall and theatre within, together with a new Music
School and the laying-down of a large hard-play area on
Farr Field were all testament to Hubert’s dynamism and
his confidence in the positive effects on morale and
recruitment of improved facilities.
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‘Tria Juncta in Uno’: the union of King’s with Hazlegrove and
Hillcrest, dates from 1983 with the purchase of Hillcrest, a
small, private school in Castle Cary; in 1984 the purchase of
Wellesley House provided accommodation for 6th Form girls.
Hubert did not neglect expending energy in other fields.
Academic standards in what was then termed by the HMC
the ‘two A Level’ score rose from 2.5% to 12.5% in just four
years. Musical productions flourished at King’s and many
will still remember the stirring performances of Carmina
Burana in 1981 and Belshazzar’s Feast in 1982.
After retiring as a player Hubert was invited to fill many
high-profile positions in cricket. In 1981 he succeeded Peter
May as President of the MCC. As the only serving
Headmaster to have received this honour since the
founding of the Club in 1787, this enhanced his prestige
and with it, no doubt, his ability to publicise and promote
King’s. Amongst other roles, he served as President of both
the Cricket Society and, for nearly four decades, of the
English Schools’ Cricket Association. At home, Hubert and
his wife Sue whom he had married in 1960, offered fun
and hospitality at all times. He had a particular
predilection for challenging guests with acting out
charades such as ‘the Inner London Education Authority’!
Sue was of immense support to Hubert; practical and
talented, her many roles including stand-in Matron, babysitter, flower arranger, confidant and dispenser of wise
advice for many.
Under Hubert’s leadership pupil numbers at King’s
increased from 261 to 311 in ten years. His extrovert
manner, his optimism and enthusiasm inspired all with
whom he came into contact and made anything seem
possible. Hubert made sure to learn all pupils’ names as
quickly as possible and it was his mission to be able to
enquire knowledgeably about their activities and
achievements. This spirit of interest extended to all in the
School community, including staff, Governors, the Friends,
the OBA and parents; many friendships made during his
era continued for years afterwards, speaking volumes for
his generosity, compassion and loyalty.
Following his retirement from King’s, Hubert and Sue
moved to Chichester, living in recent years in the shadow
of the cathedral.

Hubert Doggart speaking at MCC

Hubert and Sue outside the HMs House

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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OBITUARy
AiR CHiEF MARSHAL SiR PEtER SquiRE,
GCB, DFC, AFC, DL, DSC, FRAES (P59/63)
1945 – 2018

Sir Peter was the
son of Wing
Commander
Frank Squire DSO,
DFC. He joined
Priory House in
1959 and during
his time at King’s
played 1st XI
cricket, 1st XV
rugby and was a
School Prefect.
After training to
be a pilot at RAF
Cranwell, he
began his
operational career
in Singapore, soon proving himself to be an excellent pilot.
In 1970, he became a qualified flying instructor, and in 1972
he won the Wright Jubilee Trophy for solo aerobatics. In
1973-74, he was the team leader of the Red Arrows. He then
converted to operational flying on the Harrier, eventually, in
1981, taking command of No 1 Squadron, RAF Wittering.
During the Battle for the Falklands in 1982, he led the
Squadron into action, becoming the first RAF pilot to launch
a laser-guided ‘smart’ bomb in combat, while attacking
Argentinian troops on Mount Longdon. He survived some
close shaves on tour there, including a crash landing at Port
San Carlos, the explosion of a Blowpipe missile near his
Harrier and his cockpit taking a hit from Argentinian fire.
He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for bravery
during the Campaign.
Peter had, by now, been identified as an Officer capable of
holding successive high-profile appointments in both the
RAF and the MOD. He was appointed Chief of Air Staff in
2000 and advised on British air contribution in
Afghanistan and in the Iraq war.
In 1997 he was appointed KCB and in 2001 GCB. After
retiring in 2003, he chaired the Board of Trustees at the
Imperial War Museum between 2006 and 2011 and was
Vice-Chairman of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission from 2005 to 2008.
Peter’s interest in others was always clear. His compassion
and thoughtfulness were supported by his ability to be a
good listener, seeking to understand people’s worries,
aspirations and motivations. These qualities and his
reliable and steadfast manner must have been very
evident to members of the Governing Body at King’s and
led to his appointment as Governor in 1998. Richard
Smyth (Hon OB), Headmaster at King’s from 1993-2004,
recalls Peter’s impressive efforts to attend Governors’
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

meetings, even when at the pinnacle of his professional
career, and how, when Peter spoke, everyone listened.
When Richard proposed the change of school name from
King’s School, Bruton to King’s, Bruton, he nervously looked
across the table at the Governors’ meeting to gauge Peter’s
reaction. Peter simply rolled the new name around, spoke
it aloud and then nodded in agreement, much to Richard’s
relief. His judgement mattered.
His Old Brutonian contemporaries held him in high
esteem. At breakfast, after the end of term summer OBA
Dinner, a contemporary of Peter's in Priory vividly
remembered Peter sitting at the end of his bed with his
arms out horizontally, acting the fighter pilot attacking
the other beds!
Whilst Air Chief Marshall, Peter was asked by Richard
Smyth to Inspect the CCF. He arrived in his chauffeurdriven car in full regalia and walked with Richard to the
Memorial Hall Green, where the cadets were waiting to be
inspected. He paused, and then whilst studying his
watch, asked Richard to wait fifteen seconds at the corner
of Blackford House, out of sight. He had arranged for the
RAF to give a fly past, and just as he ascended the dais on
the Green, three jets in arrowhead formation roared over
the Memorial Hall, over him and then over Blackford.
Shortly before his appointment as Chairman of Governors,
he sought advice after a group of admiring Old Brutonians
wanted to fund and donate his portrait to the School. A
very humble man, he was not keen. So, Richard told him
the story of a talented pupil in Lyon House, who, after
King’s, went on to study at Oxford University. As a
Cambridge man himself, Richard had asked the boy why he
had chosen the “other place”. The pupil explained that he
had been inspired by a photo on the Fitzjames balcony of
an Old Brutonian at Oxford wearing his sporting colours.
Richard argued that Peter’s portrait too would be
inspirational to future pupils, seeing an Old Brutonian reach
the top of his profession. That portrait now hangs in the
John Davie Room and is much admired by all that see it.
In 1970, Sir Peter married, and Lady Squire survives him,
together with their three sons, Christopher (P85/90),
Richard (P87/92) and Edward (P93/98), who all attended
both Hazlegrove and King’s.
Peter Squire,
seated second left,
in the 1st XI
Cricket team of
1962. His coach,
John Vallins, wrote
in the Dolphin
magazine that he
'kept wicket with
acrobatic gusto'
and did
'wonderful work
as Secretary'.
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OLD BRUTONIAN
ASSOCIATION
THREE TIMES A YEAR OLD BRUTONIANS
MEET UP IN BRUTON FOR A DRINK
ALL OBs AND THEIR PARTNERS ARE WELCOME
The next three dates are:
8th MAY 2018:
The Club Room, At the Chapel, High Street, Bruton
(if you wish to stay for supper, you are advised to book)

18th SEPTEMBER 2018:
The Signal Box, Station Road, Bruton
(overlooking Abbey pitch)

15th JANUARY 2019:
The John Davie Room, King’s
Please keep an eye on the website for any amendments.
No booking involved; no costs involved; just turn up!

From the editor

Dear Old Brutonians,

A short item from me in order to express my hope
that you find this year’s magazine to your liking. The
range and variety of news and features will hopefully
be of interest, even if tinged with sadness in some
instances. I would like to thank all contributors for
their articles and photos.
Next year is clearly one of considerable importance to
the School and to you all as former pupils or honorary
members of the Association. If you have contributions
in the form of articles and perhaps photos, or indeed
would like to make suggestions for content to
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the School’s
founding, the editorial team will be very pleased to
receive them.
Ed Tickner, Editor

• Articles for publication need to be copy ready for insertion, in text or
Word format, not as a pdf please and no more than 750 words.
• Scanned items, handwritten articles or newspaper cuttings cannot
be easily transcribed.
• Photos must be JPEG files at a minimum resolution of 300 ppi,

minimum size of 100mm wide, with details of any OBs in the photo.

OBA Office, King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED. Tel: 01749 813253.
Email: oba@kingsbruton.com

100-YEAR WAIT IS OVER!

ANNALES SCHOLAE BRUTONENSIS

The first history of King’s School appeared
between 1907 and 1912 in the pages of
The Dolphin. Written in instalments by
Prebendary Douglas Hayward, the then
Vicar of Bruton and Governor of King’s, it
describes the School’s often colourful first 400
years. After the final chapter appeared, hope was
expressed that all eleven articles would be
brought together in book form ‘for the interest of
Old Brutonians and all friends of the School’.
Well, here it is!
The book also contains additional material on
the Rev. Hoskyns-Abrahall and school life during
his headship from 1826 to 1864.

ANNALES
SCHOLAE
BRUTONENSIS
by Douglas L. Hayward
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Some of the 200 limited edition copies are still
available. If OBs wish to obtain one of these,
please send £10 (this includes UK p&p) to the
Archives Office, King’s School, Bruton
BA10 0ED. Cheques should be made payable to
‘King’s School, Bruton’.
Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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LEttER FROM tHE PRESiDEnt
Dear Old Brutonians,
This year the School is 499 years old and this is my first letter to you as President of the Old Brutonian Association.
It is both an honour and privilege to hold this position during such an exciting time in the School’s history.
As you will have noted from the front cover, we are celebrating the lives of two Old Brutonians.
Sir Peter Squire (P59/63) led a very distinguished career and despite the many inevitable calls on his time, he
unceasingly remained strongly active in the Association. His warmth and humour were always abundantly clear
at our gatherings and he seemed particularly to relish the affectionate barracking that often greeted his Floreat
Brutonia speeches at London Lunches. At the most recent Lunch in December, he was kind enough to say Grace for
us. It was clear that he enjoyed the company of his fellow Old Brutonians and he leaves an unfillable void in our
fellowship.
Hubert Doggart (Hon OB) was a former Headmaster at the School. In fact, he was my Headmaster and there will
be many OBs who will remember Hubert for the part he played in reviving the School’s fortunes in the 70s and
80s. I think it is probably fair to say that without Hubert’s vision, King’s would not be where it is today.
As part of my mission for my three-year Presidency, I would like to increase the number of OBs attending events,
as well as improve the OBA IT system, so as to allow Old Brutonians to connect more easily. As many of you will
be aware, there are new data protection laws expected this year and we will need to work closely with the School
to realise this mission.
Our December 2017 London Lunch was well attended and much enjoyed. My special thanks go to Gareth Evans
(Hon OB), for his humorous and well received address. As for my address, I recalled a little of the mischief the
Blackford boys got up to in 1975 but focused on remembering some of the school teachers who have made a big
non-academic and positive impact on me, imparting some important fundamental life skills. Having the right
teachers can make all the difference.
This year’s OBA London Lunch will be held at a new venue, Skinners’ Hall, on Friday 30th November. Skinners’ Hall
is one of the main City of London livery halls and a Scheduled Ancient Monument dating from 1670, when it
reopened following rebuilding after the Great Fire of London. We are extremely fortunate, and I am grateful for
the extra assistance from our Treasurer Michael West (O49/55), as we have managed to negotiate a special price
of £70 per person. This special one-off price for all OBs will include an excellent three course lunch with a
generous, more than usual, amount of champagne, good wines and port! I very much hope that this new venue
and reduced ticket price will increase the number of OBs attending and I look forward to seeing many of you at a
packed-out Skinners’ Hall in late November. Bookings for this event can be made by contacting the Office.
A further opportunity for alumni to gather is the annual Day of Celebration at King’s. This year’s Day of
Celebration is on 16th June, more details of which can be found in the Hon Secretary’s letter and on page 32. I very
much hope to see you there.
Construction of the new Music School is making good progress and is set for completion later this year with the
ribbon cutting scheduled for 2019 as part of the 500th Celebrations. Our thanks must go to Headmaster Ian
Wilmshurst for his vision and for moving the project forward with passion and persistence. I would like to call on
Old Brutonians to support the School in this 500th Anniversary Campaign.
Last, but not least, I would like to thank our outgoing President Kirsten Palmer. Kirsten’s leadership and
contributions are greatly appreciated, not only over her last three-year Presidency, but also for her nine years as a
valued member of the OBA Committee.
With best wishes for 2018 and I look forward to meeting you at one of our forthcoming events.
David P. Fleming – President, Old Brutonian Association

King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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ACCOUNTS

OLD BRutOniAn ASSOCiAtiOn & CHARitABLE
tRuSt ABRiDGED REPORtS & ACCOuntS
The following are abridged reports and accounts of the
Association and its charitable trust for the year ended 31st
December 2017. The full reports and accounts are to be approved by
the Committee and Trustees at their next scheduled meeting.
Copies are available from the Hon Secretary, Old Brutonian
Association, King’s School, Bruton, Somerset BA10 0ED and will be
available at the Association’s AGM on 16th June 2018.
ABRiDGED REPORt OF tHE ASSOCiAtiOn COMMittEE
FOR tHE yEAR EnDED 31 DECEMBER 2017
Objects

The general objects of the Association as contained in the Rules are
to promote union amongst Old Brutonians and to further the
interests of King’s School, Bruton. In particular the Association will
arrange an Annual Lunch in London and Summer Event at the
School, publish an Annual Newsletter, now The Old Brutonian, and
establish and maintain a Charitable Trust for charitable purposes
connected to the Association’s objects.

the leadership of John Dryden.
The fifty-seventh annual Newsletter (The Old Brutonian) was
despatched to Europe-based members for whom addresses were
known in May 2017 and further afield by special request. The Old
Brutonian was edited by Sally Snook (outgoing Editor) and David
Hindley and all information gathered and compiled by Gilly
Bunday. The Old Brutonian website can now be found as an
integral part of the School’s new website (www.kingsbruton.com/
beyond-king-s/old-brutonians), but will continue to be available
at www.oldbrutonians.com. An Old Brutonian Facebook group
(Old Brutonians – Official) continues to thrive with over 600
members.
Furthering the interests of the School
Rose Vigers stepped down as President of the Friends of King’s
School but remains on the Committee. Gilly Bunday, employed as
Events Manager and 500th Administrator for the School, oversees
all events for the School and the Friends and as Assistant
Secretary of the OBA, is able to keep close links with all three
organisations.
Finance

Committee

At 31st December 2017 the Committee consisted of the Officers:
David Fleming (B73/76) President, Gemma Bruton (W92/94) Vice
President, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Hon OB, King’s Staff), Honorary
Secretary, Michael West (O49/55) Honorary Treasurer, and 4
number ordinary members: Harry Best (L08/12), Sophie LiddellGrainger (W02/07), James Coward (B90/95) & Stuart Kaye (N06/11).
Ed Tickner (Hon OB) Editor of The Old Brutonian and Gilly Bunday
(Assistant Secretary) attended Committee Meetings by invitation.

In the year ending 31st December 2017 the Association had
incoming resources of £22,337 after allowing for a loss on the
London Lunch and miscellaneous items. The life subscription for
new members was increased in accordance with our agreement
with the School. Resources expended amounted to £21,629, up
£2,101, reflecting a steep increase in IT costs, partly due to a changed
timing of payments but also a reduction in scholarships, paid this
year partly by the Trust. Investment assets rose by £25,779 but look
likely to have a poor year for 2018. Further details are given in the
abridged accounts below.

Under the current Rules, two ordinary members of the Committee
are elected each year for a term of four years. Ordinary members
are not eligible for re-election until the year following that in which
they retire. At the AGM on 10th June 2017, Sophie Liddell-Grainger
was elected to join the Committee.
Membership

90 members joined the Association during 2017. The Association
were notified of 28 deaths.
Activities

Promotion of union among Old Brutonians
The Annual General Meeting was held on 10th June 2017. 17
members attended the meeting at which the affairs of the
Association were reviewed and discussed, and Officers and
Committee members elected. The annual reunion lunch in
London was held at Stationers’ Hall on 1st December 2017 and was
attended by over 100 members. The Headmaster, Ian Wilmshurst,
was a guest of the Association. David Fleming and Gilly Bunday
made the arrangements for the lunch. The reunions in Bristol
continue and the ‘First Tuesday of the Month Club’ in Bruton
continues on a termly basis – all details promoted on the website.
The Committee maintained contact with the Apple Growers
Sports Club, although there was no rugby fixture this year. The
OBA Boys’ Hockey and Girls’ Netball fixtures against the School
scheduled for March were unfortunately cancelled due to the
snow. The Old Brutonian Golf Society continues to flourish under
6
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OLD BRutOniAn ASSOCiAtiOn

Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2017

incoming resources
Subscriptions
Investment income
Other
total incoming resources

2017
£
23,560
4,834
(6,056)
22,337

2016
£
22,695
4,546
(75)
27,166

Resources expended
Newsletter publication
Administration
Other
total resources expended

7,012
11,617
3,000
21,629

6,654
7,874
5,000
19,528

708
25,779
26,488
231,824
258,312

7,638
22,227
29,866
201,958
231,824

net incoming resources
Gain (loss) on investments
net movement in funds
Fund as at 1 January
Fund as at 31 December

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,

ACCOUNTS
Balance Sheet at 31 December 2017

2017
£
221,836
221,836

2016
£
196,057
196,057

1,227
13,756
21,493
34,476

1,226
1,704
33,813
36,743

0
0

976
976

36,476

35,767

net assets

258,312

231,824

total fund

258,312

231,824

Long-term assets
Investments
total long term investments
Current assets
Deposits
Debtors
Bank
total current assets
Current liabilities
Creditors due in less than one year
total current liabilities
net current assets

independent Examiner

The accounts have not been independently examined and this is
not required by law. The Committee would be pleased if any Old
Brutonian would like to undertake this duty.

OLD BRutOniAn ASSOCiAtiOn CHARitABLE tRuSt
Registered Number: 284570
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2017
unrestricted Endowment
Fund
Fund
£

£

total
2017

total
2016

£

£

incoming resources
Donations
Investment income
total incoming resources

1,400
1,545
2,945

625
0
625

2,025
1,545
3,570

2,088
1,505
3,593

Resources expended
Charitable expenditure:
Grants payable
total resources expended

2000
2000

0
0

2000
2000

0
0

trustees

net incoming resources
Gain/(loss) on investments
net movement in funds
Funds as at 1 January

945
1,217
2,163
54,551

625
893
1,464
15,282

1,570
2,056
3,626
69,833

3,593
1,941
5,534
64,299

Objects

Funds as at 31 December

56,713

16,746

73,459

69,833

total
2017
£

total
2016
£

ABRiDGED REPORt OF tHE tRuStEES OF tHE CHARitABLE
tRuSt FOR tHE yEAR EnDED 31 DECEMBER 2017

The current Trustees are the Officers of the Association, David
Fleming, Michael West and Rose Vigers-Belgeonne.

The objects of the Trust are set out in the Trust deeds. In
summary, they include the relief of poverty amongst former
pupils of King’s School, Bruton and their immediate dependants,
the provision of bursaries to pupils at the School, prizes based on
educational merit to pupils or former pupils, and awards to
pupils showing outstanding ability in art, drama, music, sport or
leadership, and other such related charitable purposes as the
Trustees unanimously agree.
Activities

There are currently two Old Brutonians in receipt of bursaries.

Balance Sheet at 31 December 2017

Long-term assets
Investments
Covenanted receipts
total long-term assets

unrestricted
Fund
£

Endowment
Fund
£

18,677
0
18,677

12,879
0
12,879

31,556
0
31,556

29,500
0
29,500

Donations

Current assets
Deposits
Debtors
Cash at bank
total current assets
Creditors: under 1 year
net current assets

15,791
1,996
20,249
38,036
0
38,036

3,867
0
0
3,876
0
3,876

19,658
1,996
20,249
41,903
0
41,903

19,549
1,846
19,193
40,588
(254)
40,334

Accounts

total assets
less current liabilities

56,713

16,746

73,459

69,833

net assets

56,713

16,746

73,459

69,833

Funds

56,713

16,746

Cash donations in the year totalled £1,620, shown in the
accounts as £2,025 including the expected tax credit. The Trust
spent £2,000 on bursaries. Members are reminded of the tax
benefits of donations and legacies, which should be to the OBA
Charitable Trust, not to the OBA itself, which does not have
charitable status.
The statement of financial activities shows total incoming
resources of £3,570 and expenditure of £2,000, leaving total
resources up from £69,833 to £73,459. This reflects an investment
gain of £2,056 and net revenue of £1,570.
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

73,459

69,833
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017
the Annual General Meeting of the Old Brutonian Association was
held in the Hobhouse Science Building at King’s School, Bruton at
6.30pm, on Saturday 10th June 2017.
The President, Kirsten Palmer (69/70), was in the Chair. Committee
members present were David Fleming (B72/75), Michael West (O49/55),
Sally Snook (72/73), Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Hon Secretary), Gemma
Brunton (W92/94), Sophie Liddell-Grainger (W02/07) and Harry Best
(L08/12). Also attending were David Hindley (Hon Sec 94/2012), Stuart
Musgrove (O47/51), Allen Whittaker (P48/50), Robert Snook (B62/65),
Chris Rhys-Jones (O45/49), Roger Gallannaugh (O54/57), John Sale
(N55/59) and Ed Tickner (Hon OB).
Apologies were received from Peter Canning (O52/57), Ed White
(B95/00), Charlie White (B97/02), Vincenzo Capozzoli (A99/04), Colin &
Jan Juneman (Hon OBs), Richard Sullivan (N58/62), Ian Stuart (N81/84),
James Coward (B90/95) and Gilly Bunday (OBA Office Secretary).
1. the Minutes
The Minutes of the last AGM, held on Saturday 11th June 2016, having
been circulated with the OBA Magazine for 2017, were agreed and
signed as a true record.
2. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
3. President’s items
a. The President thanked Sally Snook and Gilly Bunday for editing
and producing an excellent Old Brutonian Magazine. The
President thanked Sally for producing the magazine for many
years and presented her with a bouquet of flowers in appreciation
on her retirement as Editor.
b. Ed Tickner will become Editor of the Magazine, and the President
thanked Ed and wished him well for the 2018 publication.
c. The President confirmed that the London Lunch would take place
at the Stationers’ Hall on Friday 1st December.
d. 2017 OBA Prize Winners
OBA Prize for excellence in GCSE was awarded to Holly White.
The OBA Progress prizes are awarded to Arthur Franks, Jemima
Owen and Thomas Colebatch
OBA Bursaries are currently held by Alice Corlett and Harry
McHugh. Harry will be leaving at the end of the academic year,
and the bursary will be transferred to Luke Tuckfield for his last
two years at King’s.
e. Gail De Mora was awarded Hon Old Brutonian membership and a
gift for completing 20 years’ service at King’s on her retirement
from full time Head of Maths. Rev Nigel Wilson-Brown was
awarded Hon Old Brutonian status on leaving King’s for the
support he has given pupils and Old Brutonians during his 17 years
as Chaplain, at this year’s Commemoration Lunch in May.
f. Gifts were also made by the Association to Charles Oulton (Hon
OB) on his retirement from King’s after 18 years (Blackford
Housemaster & Teacher), Louise Bray on retirement after 12 years
in the Modern Foreign Language Department, and Gareth Evans
(Hon OB) in appreciation for his support to OBs in the 29 years at
King’s as Teacher, Tutor and Deputy Head.
4. Hon Secretary’s Report
a. The ‘First of the Month’ gatherings. It was agreed that rather than
monthly, the meetings would now take place on a termly basis:
the next gathering will take place on 19th September and then on
the 16th January 2018.
b. It is pleasing to report that there was a reduction in the number of
the Old Brutonian Magazines returned this year, the OBA data
base is continually updated, but members must keep the office
informed of change of addresses to ensure the data remains up to
date.
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c. The OBA website has been updated and along with the OBA
Facebook account keeps all members of the Association informed
about events and news.
5. Hon treasurer’s Report
a. The Hon Treasurer took the meeting through the accounts for 2016
of both the Association and the Charitable Trust.
b. The Association and the Charitable Trust are financially in
satisfactory standing. Investments will continue to be monitored.
c. A deposit has been paid to the Stationers’ Hall for the 2017 London
Lunch.
d. The main expenses are the magazine (production and postage), the
data base licence, office costs and subsidising the London Lunch.
6. Officers and Committee
a. The Meeting unanimously endorsed the Committee’s
recommendation of Stuart Kaye (N06/11). Proprosed by Rose
Vigers-Belgeonne and seconded by David Hindley, and James
Coward (B90/95) proposed by Kirsten Palmer and seconded by Ed
Tickner as new Committee members.
b. The Hon Secretary, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, agreed to serve for
another year and was duly elected. Proposed by Kirsten Palmer
and seconded by Sally Snook.
c. The Hon Treasurer, Michael West, agreed to serve for another year
and was duly elected. Proposed by Rose Vigers- Belgeonne, and
seconded by Robert Snook.
d. President, David Fleming. Proposed by Kirsten Palmer and
seconded by David Hindley.
e. Vice- President, Gemma Brunton. Proposed by David Fleming and
seconded by Sally Snook.
7. AOB
a. David Fleming thanked Kirsten for her good care and the attention
she has given to the Association over the past 9 years, the past 3
years as President. Flowers were presented to Kirsten and a formal
presentation will be made at this year’s London Lunch.
b. Kirsten replied, thanking the Committee and the OBA members for
their time, effort and enthusiasm.
c. David Fleming thanked Rose & Gilly for the organisation of the
King’s Day of Celebration, which seems to have been a very
successful day.
d. The members were informed that a Bristol lunch takes place on
the 1st Thursday of any month at The Angel, Long Ashton, Bristol.
e. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.00pm,
and those attending the AGM then enjoyed drinks in the
Millennium Circle and a dinner with music in the Memorial Hall.

nOtiCE OF AGM 2018

The Annual General Meeting of the
Old Brutonian Association will be held in
The Hobhouse Building, King’s School, Bruton on
Saturday, 16th June 2018 at 6.30pm
1. To receive the accounts and reports for the year ended 31st
December, 2017;
2. To receive the accounts of the Old Brutonian Association
Charitable Trust and the reports of the Trustees for the year
ended 31st December, 2017;
3. To elect members of the Committee;
4. To elect an Honorary Secretary for the ensuing year;
5. To elect an Honorary Treasurer for the ensuing year;
PLEASE NOTE THE DATE AND FORMAT FOR THE MEETING

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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OLD BRUTONIAN LONDON LUNCH 2017
The first Friday in December: flights and trains had been booked to
London and appointment books cleared. Many OBs found that
their exile from the world of their school days had been
unconditionally cancelled by the pull of the London Lunch’s
gravity, held once again at the Stationers’ Hall.
Having crossed the threshold of the Hall, a distant clamour of
voices and tinkling glasses beckoned and it was time for aperitifs.
A glass was offered and a sea of faces turned (some already rather
florid) and a day of great humour, reminiscence, reunion and
looking forward stepped up a gear.
The lunch itself, preceded by a grace delivered with typical aplomb
by the late Sir Peter Squire (P59/63), proved to be a delicious feast
of cured salmon, beef and chocolate orange (but not on the same
plate at the same time). It was accompanied by good wine and the
hubbub, which mysteriously rose as the meal went on. The
occasion resembled a large family gathering with different
generations grouped together and sharing tables with others,
older or younger.
The loyal toast was proposed by new OBA President David
Fleming (B73/76), who went on to thank a variety of people for
their contributions to the OBA and the School, notably the
outgoing President, Kirsten Palmer (69/71). David also reminisced
about his school days and staff who had helped him find his way.
Ian Wilmshurst, Headmaster, told us that the School was in good
health, in terms of academic results, sport, music and numbers. He
looked forward to the 500th anniversary in 2019 and said that
forty OBs had already contributed to the 2019 appeal.
The toast to the school, ‘Floreat Brutonia’ was proposed by your
scribe and followed by a lusty rendition of the school song and
‘Jerusalem’. The occasion was not quite over however with many
of those present retiring to The Fat Bear for a nightcap. I managed
to slip away after two, but I fear others may have been less
fortunate.
The London Lunch of 2017 was another highpoint of bonhomie,
re-forging of old links, sharing memories and looking ahead. If you
have not yet attended the Lunch, I highly recommend it.
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Floreat Brutonia!

G J Evans (Hon OB)

THE 2018
LONDON LuNcH
Please note the 2018
London Lunch will be
held at a new venue
Skinners' Hall,
8 1/2 Dowgate Hill,
London Ec4R 2SP
on Friday 30th november

at noon. The cost is £70
www.oldbrutonians.com
e-mail:oba@kingsbruton.com
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LAmBETH PALACE LUNCH 2017
History was made on Tuesday, 30th January when 81 Old Brutonians
attended a lunch, hosted by the Headmaster, at Lambeth Palace.
What made this event historic was that all the OBs had left King’s before 1966 and a
reunion on this scale, for this cohort of OBs, has never happened before. The purpose
of the lunch was to launch our 500th Anniversary Celebrations, to celebrate the
School, and provide an opportunity for the OBs present, aged from 70 to over 90, to
meet up with old friends, some of whom they had not seen since they left school. It
was also an opportunity for the Headmaster to update the OBs present on the
progress with the new Music School.
Christopher Rhys-Jones (O45/49) started proceedings with a short Grace, and during
coffee the Headmaster gave a ‘state of the nation’ address. Roger Gallannaugh
(O54/57) was able to give the OBs a brief talk explaining the architecture of the new
Music School.
The lunch was a very special gathering where conversations flowed, stories were
shared, old friendships were rekindled, and new friendships made. The Headmaster
concluded with an invitation to all the OBs to visit King’s to see the new Music School,
after which Richard Sullivan (N58/62) led a wonderful rendition of the school song. It
was a great day out in London at an incredible venue. Floreat Brutonia!
Those present were:

Peter Akehurst (N54/58), John Anderson (B60/64), Nick Barber (N57/60), Robert Berry (P57/60), Chris
Biddle (P56/58), Nigel Booth (N52/57), John Bowtell (P60/65), Michael Boyt (L55/59), Christopher Bray
(P52/56), Richard Cant (N58/62), Ken Carpenter (P/B59/64), Mike Clapp (L60/65), Warwick Clarke (O/
B5762), John Coleman (N45/48), George Comer (N54/59), Martin Coombs (O56/59), Jeremy Courtney
(P/L53/56), Paul Dalby (P57/60), Hugh Diment (N56/60), Peter Dobson (O60/65), Nick Evelyn (L56/59),
Jeremy Freeman (P48/51), Roger Gallannaugh (O54/57), Tommas Graves (N50/55), Jeremy Hall,
(L60/64), Darrell Hamley (Plox/O36/44), Geoff Hayward (N58/61), Michael Hill (P46/50), Marcus Hill
(O60/65), Mike Hooper (P43/47), Kit Houghton (O62/65), John Hudson (N48/52), John Irving (L59/63),
Frank James (O52/57), Geoffrey Jarman (N45/50), Stephen Jenkins (L56/61), Samih Katkhuda (O/
B57/61), Robin Kent (O45/51), Bruce Lang (P60/64), Colin Lloyd (P54/57), Ian Maitland (P52/58), Alan
Manners (O51/54), Simon Mayhew (O61/65), Nigel McCrea (O61/65), Graham McLeod (P61/65), Keith
Moore (B61/65), Perran Newton (L60/63), Peter Nisbet (P49/52), Chris Noel (O56/61), Michael Pearce
(N/L53/57), Andrew Pearson (N55/59), Peter Phillips (L60/65), Charles Pointon-Taylor (N60/65), Jerry
Pontin (N56/60), Michael Read (P/L52/57), Keith Read (P/B57/62), Christopher Rhys-Jones (O45/49),
Anthony Robb (N45/49), Michael Roberts (L60/65), Michael Robinson (P40/44), Norman Robson
(O54/59), John Shephard (N52/57), Adrian Stevens (N54/58), Richard Sullivan (N58/62), Tim Sutton
(O56/59), Peter Swanton (P54/57), Richard Taylor (O57/61), David Thomson (N47/52), Christopher
Thornhill (L54/59), John Thorpe (O49/51), Anthony Tilley (N57/59), Richard Vigar (O42/46), Keith
Warren-Price (B60/65), George Warry (O46/51), Malcolm Watts (L61/62), Michael West (O49/54),
Richard Whitham (B60/64), Robert Willy (L58/61), Richard Winter (P51/56), John Wood (O56/59), Nigel
Yeoman (P51/55), Andrew Leach (Archivist), Ian Wilmshurst (Headmaster), Helen Wilmshurst, Rose
Vigers (Hon Secretary OBA), Gilly Bunday (500th Administrator)
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Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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LEttER FROM tHE HOn SECREtARy
The past twelve months have certainly flown by, and here we are only a year away from the 500th
anniversary of our wonderful and very special school. Of course, over the past five centuries, King’s has
evolved to meet the needs of all those who have been educated here in the centre of Bruton. However, the
buildings are simply stone and mortar until Old Brutonians reunite and I hear their stories, some of which, as
time has gone by, might have received a little artistic embellishment! OBs of all ages have some wonderful
tales to tell, of challenges in the classroom or on the sports field, as well as their social antics and of course
the stories of perhaps bending the school rules!
These tales were very evident and a joy to hear at the recent lunch for those who were at King’s in or before
1966, held by the Headmaster at Lambeth Palace. Some gentlemen had had no contact with each other since
their final speech day, yet on that sunny winter’s day in January, the years past simply disappeared,
friendships were rekindled, and I understand some have meet up again since, enjoying themselves and, I
hope, not breaking any rules!
Plans are now fully in place for this year’s King’s Day of Celebration, when we welcome OBs, parents past and
present and the Friends of King’s to celebrate ‘all that is great about King’s’. There will be something for all to
enjoy, including the car display and tour, cricket and hockey matches, a wonderful afternoon tea, then, after
the OBA Annual General Meeting, Beating Retreat performed by the School’s excellent Military Band,
followed by a Somerset Supper with dancing to the King’s Big Band. More details can be found later in the
magazine and on the website. So, please do return to Bruton, to your school. Bring your family and share your
memories with others and perhaps meet up with old friends.
We have been delighted with the response from the recent mail-out to all the OBs on our data base and
many thanks to those of you who have returned consent cards or completed the on-line consent form. We
have had several hundred already returned and are processing them as fast as we can, but please bear with
us. If you have completed your consent card and requested no mail, I can only apologise that you are
receiving this and can assure you that it will be the last Old Brutonian magazine, or indeed any mail from
the OBA or King’s, that you receive via the post. More importantly, if you have not returned your consent
form/completed the on-line consent form (www.kingsbruton/consent.com), please do so as a matter of
urgency. Please be aware that without your consent, we will no longer be able to send you this magazine.
If you have any queries, please e-mail the Office.
As mentioned earlier in this letter, this year’s OBA Annual General Meeting will take place on Saturday 16th
June, during which we hope to elect new members onto the Committee. If you are interested and enthusiastic
about joining the small group of alumni who meet once each term at King’s, we would be delighted to hear
from you prior to the AGM.
And so, the countdown has begun to our incredible 500th celebrations. There are many events planned for
the 500th year, details of which can be found in this magazine on page 31. Updates will be e mailed out to
those of you who have opted in to receiving e-mails and the details will be regularly up-dated on the King’s
and OBA websites. We hope many of you will join us throughout 2019 and, in particular, for the main
celebrations which will be held at King’s on Saturday 15th June 2019. I very much look forward to hearing all
your stories and perhaps seeing you create new memories within our ancient and remarkable school.

Rose Vigers - Belgeonne – Hon Secretary

King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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Luke Lloyd-Davies (L91/96) COO Rocket Entertainment Group
writes a lively account of his work with Ben Casey (P91/96)
CEO Spinifex Group on the recent press launch in New york of
Elton John’s 2018 Farewell yellow Brick Road Tour

Back in January 2017, I was in Los Angeles on business
and met up with my old King’s friend, Ben Casey
(P91/96). Ben and I had been in touch over the years since
leaving King’s and I was aware of Spinifex, the brilliant
creative agency he had built, with offices in Australia,
New York and Los Angeles. It was during that meeting
that the seeds were sown for a very ambitious project
which our eventual project partners, Google, described as
‘unbelievably challenging’.

to create an ‘experience within an experience’. The third
part was a live one-to-one interview in front of the
world’s media with Elton and CNN host Anderson
Cooper. To complicate matters even further, we decided
to live-stream the whole thing on YouTube with their
latest VR180 technology so that the 500 assembled
journalists across New York, London, Los Angeles and
around the world could simultaneously view the press
launch.

Being Old Brutonians, we weren’t ones to shy away from
a challenge; we wanted to announce Elton John’s last
ever global tour in a revolutionary and innovative way
and really grab the world’s attention.

We often joked that the last thing we had worked on
together was the King’s Leavers’ ball back in 1996 and
that with this launch we had just slightly upped the
stakes! Thankfully the event went really well and the
press launch generated over 2.5 billion media
impressions worldwide. The true measure of success is
that the Farewell Yellow Brick Road Tour (starting in
September 2018) has already sold over 1.1million tickets
since it went on sale four weeks ago!

The press launch was made up of three component parts.
The first was a recreation of Elton’s life condensed into
six photo-realistic, iconic minutes, to be viewed in state
of the art virtual reality goggles. This in itself was a very
complicated process involving motion capture with Elton
John, body doubles, 3D scanning, a lot of nail biting (!)
and CGI graphics to bring to life moments of Elton's
iconic career. The second part was a live performance by
the man himself, using 3D mapping projections in order
12
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Both Ben and I are now working on our next project, so
watch this space!
To view the Elton John VR experience - go to
https://www.youtube.com/user/EltonJohn

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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ASCENT OF MOUNT KILIMANJARO

Kate Flavell (W01/06) and Milly Corrigan (née Deaney)
(W04/06) describe their challenging trip to the Roof of
Africa.
In August 2017, we set off from Bruton to embark on one
of the most rewarding, yet challenging, experiences of
our lives – to reach the Roof of Africa.
Day 1 & 2
At Heathrow we met up with most of our team and our
guide Jo – about to embark on her 29th climb up Mt
Kilimanjaro. After a long flight, 2 lost water bottles, 4 lost
bags and a sprint through Istanbul airport, we spent Day
2 sleeping, repacking, waiting nervously for lost baggage
and doing a spot of haggling in the local markets.
Day 3
This started with a drive through remote East African
villages and grassland – spotting herds of zebra before
lunch and a briefing at Londorossi gate at the National
Park. Our local guides, Mousa, Patrick, Issa and Ema
seemed well acquainted with the mountain and proved
invaluable. Entry to the Park was by a dirt track and
many of us had to get out of the van which was
struggling with the altitude! We set off from Shira
caldera, (2,800m), an extinct volcano that makes up the
oldest of the three major eruptions that have together
formed Mt Kilimanjaro. After a 2-hour walk traversing a
small canyon, we arrived at Shira One Camp, (3,200m), for
a warm meal, a briefing and a night under canvas,
slightly apprehensive of what was to come.
Day 4
Setting off for Shira Two Camp, (3,900m), the reality of
the task ahead of us sank in; we walked across barren
moorland and heath as Mt Kilimanjaro rose above the
clouds ahead. In 5 hours we climbed 700 metres, severe
altitude problems then causing some members of the
group to abandon the climb. Five of us remained to
enjoy an evening meal of chipsi mayai, a local delicacy of
...... chip omelette with chips!
Day 5
The day greeted us with sunshine and a spectacular view
of the mountain and we set off for a long day, walking
across low alpine desert resembling a lunar landscape.
At Lava Tower, (4,600m), the air was notably thinner and

King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

to help us with acclimatisation we descended to camp at
3,960m at the foot of the Barranco Wall. Trays of
watermelon aided altitude sickness recovery!
Day 6
This involved a challenging start, scrabbling up the Great
Barranco Wall. The porters carrying their huge loads
made it look very easy! We then trekked up to the ridge
above the Karanga Valley over a steep incline, through
cloud, to reach Karanga Camp, (4,035m). We ate
watching the sun set over Mt Meru and our day’s route.
Day 7
This comprised a gradual ascent to the high camp on
Barafu Ridge, (4,640m), our base for the summit attempt.
The oxygen levels here were very low and simple tasks
such as walking to the mess tent became increasingly
difficult. The camp was exposed and provided little
shelter from windy conditions. After a couple of hours of
rest we awoke to breakfast at 11pm and tried to settle our
nerves with a cup of sweet tea before heading off for the
summit at midnight.
Day 8
The coldness of the final ascent meant that we put on
many warm layers. Our water bottles were inside our
insulated jackets to prevent them from freezing. This
most challenging part of our expedition made every step
harder than the last and at times it felt like an out-ofbody experience. Just as we felt as though we couldn’t
continue any further, the sun rose on our backs,
providing much needed warmth and comfort. Turning
off our head torches, we took in the breath-taking views
with the summit now in sight. We were at about 5,600m,
really struggling, physically exhausted and mentally
weak, so our guides helpfully produced warm ginger tea
from their thermos flasks! After this and a bite of frozen
Mars Bar we headed for Stella Point, (5,756m), where the
path begins to level out and you can see the peak of
Kilimanjaro. Surrounded by amazing views over the
mountain and Mt Kenya in the distance we made it to
Uhuru Peak, (5,895m); we were on the Roof of Africa!
After a few photographs and a quick drink, we descended
very quickly, running down scree slopes with a great
sense of accomplishment. We camped at Millennium
Hut Camp, (3,720m), where oxygen levels were nearing
normal and celebrated with dancing and singing with
our guides.
Day 9
After a little lie-in, we headed down through luscious
rainforest to Mweka Gate, (1,630m). Here we checked out
of the National Park and said good bye to our porters and
guides. That evening we went out to a local restaurant
with our guides to celebrate.
Before setting out we could not have imagined how
mentally tough the trek was going to be, but nor could
we have imagined the incredible sense of achievement of
those nine days. It was a life-changing trek with
inspirational people, a truly memorable experience.
Hakuna Matata!

The Old Brutonian 2018
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40s

NEWS OF OLD BRUTONIANS

John thorpe (O49/51),
Peter Broadway (O47/51) and
Stuart Musgrove (O47/51) enjoyed
visiting King’s in September 2017
whilst Peter was visiting from his
home in Harare. They had a tour of
the School and enjoyed a trip down
memory lane.

Canon Anthony Ball (n82/86), last
year officiated at the Westminster
Bridge Memorial Service at
Westminster Abbey.

50s, 60s & 70s
Jerry Pontin (n56/60) wrote that
having recently retired as a
Chartered Surveyor with Savills, he
has moved to Wiltshire. Before doing
so, he hosted a lunch at his Sussex
home with several OBs (pictured
right) with whom he keeps in touch
and whose news he shared; brothers
John Wood (O56/59) and Jamie Wood
(O58/62), Julian Walther (O56/60),
Chris noel (O56/61) and Chris RhysJones (O45/49) – together they
celebrated the 60th anniversary of
several of them joining King’s at the
same time and reminisced about
their time in the Sixth Form when
they were privileged to wear boaters!
[photo right] Jerry also recalled
walking sticks and special ‘fags’ as
other features of prefect life. The
occasion was celebrated by Jerry’s
gifts of baseball caps made for all,
featuring the school crest on the
front and ’Deo Juvante’ on the back.
Colin Conor (n56/60) also joined
them whilst visiting the UK from his
homeland of Australia. He has
recently retired as Adjunct Associate
14
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Professor (Geology) with the School
of Natural and Built Environment of
the University of South Australia and
has spent many years prospecting
for minerals in the Outback. He is
married to Peta, has two children and
two grandchildren.
John Wood (O56/59), having retired
from the Baltic Exchange continues
to live in East Horsley with his wife.
They have two children and five
grandchildren.
Chris noel (O56/61) is retired from
chartered surveying and lives in
London. He is married with a
daughter.

Robin Gainher (L79/84) is currently
Headmaster of Knighton House Prep
School in Dorset and enjoyed a recent
visit to King’s.

Julian Walther (O56/60) is retired
from working with the BBC and, with
his wife, lives in Swanage.

80s & 90s

Jamie Wood (O58/62) now a retired
solicitor lives in Newdigate in Surrey.
He is married with two children and
five grandchildren.
Robin Potter (n59/62) writes from
the States, saying how much he is
enjoying retirement in the Arizona
Desert. He loves the winters and
travels throughout the summer to
escape the heat.
Simon Leegood (B69/73), Paul
tweedale (O68/73), Clive Wood
(O70/74), nick Barton (P70/71),
(brother of Dave (P71/74) who sadly
passed away), Paul Carlisle (L70/73)
and Alistair Waite (B69/73) at their
annual get together in the RAF Club
in London (photo top right).

Rupert Oulton (n88/93) has been
appointed Reader in Physics at
Imperial College, London.
Ben McLeod (O89/94) has recently
retrained as a teacher and is
currently teaching History at
Pangbourne College.
Will Matthews (B91/96) writes, that
inspired by Messrs Tickner, Emerson,
Roebuck and Joyce, he is now Head of
Modern Languages at Malvern
College. The past year has seen
many reunions, with 40th birthdays
in abundance.
Charles Minty (B94/99) entered his
first ballroom competition in January
2017 with his partner Rebecca Palmer
in the Waltz and Quickstep (O35
beginner category) winning first

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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place, at the Winter Gardens,
Blackpool. They were also placed 3rd
in Latin (Cha-cha and Jive) and hope
to compete again at intermediate
later this year.

from the Winter Olympics in
PyeongChang where he was
competing as Great Britain’s only
aerial skier.

in the 1984 & 1996 Olympics in track
cycling and his grandfather in the
1948 Olympics at 3000m
steeplechase. MANY
CONGRATULATIONS from the OBA.
Congratulations to Charlotte Ask
(A11/16) on successfully completing
her Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award.
She was delighted to be presented
the award by HRH The Earl of Wessex
at St James’s Palace.

00s & 10s
Sarah norris (W04/06) has recently
joined Sheppy’s Cider Ltd as
Marketing Manager and is enjoying
getting to grips with the making of
cider!
Seb teuber (n08/13) and Marcus
Wood (n10/12), both passed out from
Sandhurst on the same day, 11th
August 2017. Seb commissioned into
The King’s Royal Hussars and Marcus
commissioned into The Rifles. OBs
Josh teuber (n12/17), Paddy Watts
(n08/13), Elvira McCaldin (P08/13),
George Edgar (L09/13), Josh
Henthorne (L08/13), Lloyd Wallace
(B08/13) and Jack Mason (O11/13)
attended the RMAS Commissioning
Ball in the evening, pictured right.
Seb is fourth and Marcus fifth from
the left.

What makes this achievement all the
more remarkable is that just months
before the Olympics, Lloyd was lying
in a hospital bed in an induced coma,
having had a terrifying training
accident. He remembers very little of
the accident and he missed a month
and a half of training, but it made
him even more determined to fulfil
his dream of reaching the Olympics.
The Olympics are in the Wallace
blood – his parents were Olympic
freestyle skiers (1988, 1992 & 1994
Freestyle skiing), his uncle competed

Lloyd Wallace (B08/13) as far as we
are aware, is the first Olympian to
come out of King’s. Many will
remember seeing a picture of Lloyd
upside down, flying through the air,
on the front cover of the The Old
Brutonian 2015. At that time, he had
just won Gold at the Europa Cup in
Switzerland. He has now returned
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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Conor Hartley (B09/11) writes about a determined and
successful international rugby debut for Hong Kong
In 2014, during my final
term at Exeter University I
applied unsuccessfully for
medical school in a number
of Universities. My
applications were
unsuccessful, and I didn't
really know what to do. My
girlfriend from Hong Kong
pushed me towards the idea of teaching English and
playing rugby in Hong Kong for a year before coming
back to the UK and reapplying. So, I made this rugby
highlights video https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Jlina46QKJ8& and sent it to a few clubs in
Hong Kong. I finally agreed terms with one club, flew out
on 28th August 2014 and quickly settled into the hustle
and bustle of Hong Kong, playing rugby and enjoying
myself, with some intermittent work here and there
doing odd jobs of teaching and coaching.
In the December that year I received a phone call from
the Head Coach of the Hong Kong national team. He
explained that they were planning on creating a fully
professional national team with the goal of qualifying
for the 2019 Rugby World Cup in Japan. To play, I would
have to commit the next 3 years to living in Hong Kong
as the World Rugby laws state that for an uncapped
player to play for a country they must be resident for 36
consecutive months. It was quite flattering that they
were willing to invest that time and money into me
before I could even play for them!
The very next month, I had the worst injury of my

OBA SUBSCRIPTION RATES
The Rules of the Association stipulate that
the current OBA subscription rates should be
published in the Newsletter. The following
information is given to comply with this
requirement. The life subscription rate for
those joining the Association on leaving
the School or within ten years thereafter
is £250. The life subscription rate can be
changed by the Association in general
meeting. The life subscription for those
joining more than ten years after leaving
the School is related to the life subscription
rate for leavers in the year of joining on a
sliding scale laid down in the Association’s
Rules. Associate membership is available
to staff at the School on payment of an
annual subscription rate equal to one-tenth
of the life subscription rate for leavers in
the year of joining. After payment of ten
annual subscriptions an associate member
automatically becomes a life member.
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career to date. Playing in a game, I separated my AC
Joint (grade V). This had me sidelined for the next 7
months and postponed the start of my contract by 4
months. In that time, I had an amazing job teaching
English to 14 two and a half year olds - I won't be having
kids anytime soon after that experience! Fast forward
to October 2015 when I started my life-long dream of
playing professional rugby. The next couple of years
were tough, training hard, not actually able to play for
Hong Kong, rather a case of holding a bag for the
playing squad, before qualification. I did however get to
go on a tour to Kenya and had my first taste of
international rugby in a friendly against Kenya. I'm
happy to say I scored even though we lost.
Fast forward again to November 2017 when I earned my
first caps for Hong Kong. I started against Russia and
Kenya, scored 2 tries, and was on the bench against
Chile. I am now in the final year of my contract and
have just been given an extension until summer 2019.
We have a huge year of rugby ahead of us; in order to
qualify for the World Cup, we must compete in the Asia
Rugby Championships (ARC) including home and away
fixtures against Malaysia and South Korea. If successful,
we then play Tahiti home and away and then on to the
repêchage to be held in France where 4 teams play a
round robin and the winner qualifies for the World Cup.
Living in Hong Kong has been great and there are quite a
few Old Brutonians out here. I cannot recommend
strongly enough for others to come out to play rugby and
work. I have been to some great events and travelled
widely - to Japan, Thailand, the Philippines and Vietnam.

iMPORtAnt inFORMAtiOn

In order to comply with the Data Protection Act and the Privacy and
Electronic Communications Regulations, we are required to obtain
your specific informed consent in order to continue sending you
material concerning the School and the Old Brutonian Association,
including fundraising. If you have not returned your postage-paid
consent card which was posted to most Europe-based OBs, please go
on line and complete the form, which can be found here:
www/kingsbruton.com/consent
Without providing us with your consent, we will be unable to
contact you in any way in the future (including sending you the
OBA Magazine). This applies to all Old Brutonians.
We would very much like you to maintain your link with the School
and the OBA, and very much hope that you will give consent.

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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Old Brutonians bid adieu to Gareth Evans
(Hon OB), on his retirement from King’s
On 16th June 2017, Old Brutonians
gathered together to celebrate the
many years of teaching that
Gareth Evans (Hon OB) gave to
King’s. At the farewell dinner, in
London, organised by Mark Lloyd Davies (L88/93) and John
Cunningham (L90/95), OBs of various ages presented Gareth
with a beautiful silver cup inscribed with Gareth’s teaching
dates and the School motto.
In his speech, Mark particularly remembered Monday 5th
September 1988 and walking nervously into the Memorial
Hall for his first King’s Assembly. Who should he see at the
back, but one face looking possibly even more nervous than
his own? This was a very tall, serious-looking teacher, sporting
a moustache that could only have come straight out of ‘Only
Fools and Horses’. That he could be so tall and yet (apparently)
so nervous set Mark’s mind at rest and this was followed by
hilarious moments with Gareth helping him and his friends
settle in on their first day. Mark recalled his new house mate,
Gabriel Fahey (L88/93), fresh from Nairobi, needing to be
convinced that Wales was not actually a tribe of very tall
people, like the Dinka or Tutsi tribes of Eastern Africa!
Mark drew attention to some of the key characteristics that
made Gareth such a special teacher. He mentioned Gareth’s
loyalty to King’s, teaching over 2,000 pupils over nearly 30
years, and that the best testament to this was the attendance
of scores of his former pupils at the lunch. Mark thought too
that the performances of the Welsh rugby team in the 1990s

may have helped endow Gareth with a strong sense of
natural humility, whereby he never sought the limelight. This
was always apparent in his successful coaching of the U16s
rugby side, a side that having learnt its ‘grown-up’ rugby from
Gareth, frequently went on to produce the 1st XV team.
Loyalty then, humility, and Mark finished on the strong
passion explicit in Gareth, both on the games field - ‘Nelly
man!’, yelled at anyone dropping the ball- and in the
Economics classroom- ‘What is Economics?! The allocation of
scarce resources!’
Mark acknowledged that all teachers at King’s had of course
been there to help him gain knowledge and, if lucky, pass
exams. However, only later did he fully realise the greater
importance of the power of values and role-modelling in
teachers like Gareth.
And so, before a toast to Gareth, Mark’s conclusion was that
loyalty, humility and passion were all values in short supply
today, but that their example lasts a lifetime.

OLD BRUTONIAN GOLF SOCIETy

If 2016 was a good year (according to last
year’s report) then 2017 was a great year, as
we surpassed our expectations in terms of
numbers, with a waiting list required at an event
for the first time in the society’s history!

The Spring Cup, held at Trevose GC in April, was won by
David Hues (O69/73) on his first appearance at an OBGS
meeting with a fine round in glorious conditions. By midafternoon comments of ‘this is warmer than August’ were
being heard, which obviously helped the top pairing of
Mark Charania (O97/99) & Jonathan Case (O92/97) take the
cash prize in the pairs competition. (As you can see, a bit of
an Old House whitewash).
In June we held an inaugural Summer Cup event at
Tandridge GC, kindly hosted by the Club Captain, Raj
Munde (N 71/74). The morning singles was a closely
contested affair, with many scores over 30 points, but the
eventual winner was John Dryden (P74/79) by a single
point. Following a fine lunch (the 3rd best in the UK
according to many) and some President sponsored
‘kummels’, 2 pairs amazingly managed 39 points in the
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

afternoon and the cash pot
was shared.
Congratulations to Mark
Charania (O97/99) & David
Poulton (P65/70) and Angus
Winther (O81/85) & Colin
Juneman (Hon OB) pairings.

The beginning of October
always heralds our Autumn
Cup meeting held at
Woking GC where, having spent most of the previous year
in major works, we were treated to the course in pristine
condition and everyone appreciated the quality of the
greens. Another new member Philip Cole (O98/03) won
the singles with a fine 35 points and two long serving and
supportive members Angus Fraser (O87/92) and Luis de
Silva (B84/86) managed to win the afternoon pairs by one
point and take home the cash prize.
2018 is shaping up to be another well attended year and
two events to come are at The Berkshire, 28th June and
Woking, 5th October. Contact john@traveleditions.co.uk
The Old Brutonian 2018
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David Twining-Harris (O53
character-forming career

1950s Cadet Force gym display

King's in the 1950s to a new boy, appeared to be the
type of school depicted in ‘Tom Brown’s Schooldays’. I
joined Old House, then led by John Tyndall who had
been at Clifton College with my father. This was in
September 1953, only eight years after World War 2
had ended with some rationing still in force, finally to
end a year later.
The greatest contrast between then and now was how
people communicated. Then, the only phones were
land lines and if you wanted to ring someone outside
one's area, you had to go through an operator. Direct
dialling arrived in 1958. Computers didn't exist; people
wrote letters, memos, and communicated verbally.
Monetary values are also interesting to compare. A
middle class manager would have earned about
£1,200; laughable now but one has to refer to typical
costs of items then, such as petrol at 22p per gallon, a
loaf of bread at 4.5p, a pint of beer at 8p. (These being
pre-1971 prices adjusted to decimal equivalents).

1950s schoolroom class

Boarding fees were £320 per annum which if
multiplied by inflation would be £10,330 now.
Obviously there have been different rates of inflation.
For instance, house inflation is way off the scale - my
father sold a house in 1947 for £4,000 and it was
recently sold for £988,000!
So, back to Old House, and a homesick 13-year-old thrust
into a rigid system of conformity. Some of the
dormitories had to be relocated to 38 High Street as
there wasn't enough room in Old House and this meant
a trek across the Brue and up to the High Street.

1950s carpentry class

I think my dormitory had about 15 of us sleeping in
iron beds with lumpy mattresses and floorboards full
of splinters. In those days we wore grey trousers and
brown jackets. Sundays were a real challenge as we
had to wear stiff collars attached by studs to a shirt
which initially took about 15 minutes to put on. The
suits were navy pin striped and looked like army
demob suits.
There were two church services to attend on Sundays
and morning assembly in the Memorial Hall on all
other days. As a new boy at the bottom of the
hierarchy, one had to be a fag at the beck and call of
the prefects for a year. Old House housed the school
bell so second year boys had to be bell ringers.

1955 boys in Dining Hall
18
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Prefects were at two levels – School Prefects, who had
jurisdiction over any boy and could beat them and
House Prefects who couldn't. Housemasters tended to
Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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/56) recalls a robust and
at King’s in the 1950s
opt for a quiet life and left the prefects to run the
house.
Other peculiar customs prevailed. New boys had to do
up all jacket buttons and refrain from putting hands
in pockets. The school song had to be learned in two
weeks otherwise various forms of torture were
implemented, some of which are unmentionable in
polite society! Classroom desks, probably Victorian,
had wide seats joined onto them, with hinged lids
inscribed with previous users' initials.

1950s Library

The standard of food was appalling but we were
allowed to take bread and toast it back in the houses.
On Sunday nights we could cook on Primus stoves - no
health and safety regulations then! One shilling’s
worth of pocket money was doled out regularly and
this was immediately spent in the tuckshop next to
New House. We had two exeats per term and as a lot
of us came from Bristol a couple of enterprising boys
would book a coach and charge 25p per passenger,
probably making a reasonable profit.
Sport played a big part in school life, as it still does
now. The main sports were rugby, cricket and hockey
with athletics, tennis and cross country also featuring.
All sport was compulsory and speaking personally, I'm
glad it was, as it allowed me to try hockey which up to
then I had thought was a game played only by girls.
Thereafter you couldn't keep me away from it and as a
goalkeeper I would be found practising on Abbey Field
with Roger Gallannaugh hammering balls at me. In
later years I came out of goal and played right-defence.
I never lost my enthusiasm for the game and for the
last twelve years have coached at Bristol Grammar
School and Firebrands Hockey Club.
My other passion, still greatly encouraged at King's, is
History. I've recently taught WW1 and WW2 history at
BGS Junior School.

1950s gym class

1950s New House study

As we moved up through the school, life improved and
one could hopefully embrace the sentiment that
"school days are the happiest time of one's life". Few
of us went to university in those days - maybe 3% of
the population. There weren't the number of
universities that there are now, and most leavers were
expected to go into family businesses, the army or the
church.
I would sum up my time at King's Bruton as characterforming and mind broadening with great
opportunities involving sport and extra-curricular
activities which I continued to enjoy after leaving
King's.
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

1950s Old House playground and swimming pool
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rOME FlaT (SlEEPS 2)

Old Brutonian Association Annual General meeting
to be held on Saturday, 16th June 2018 at 6.30pm
The Hobhouse Building, King’s School Bruton
AGENDA

To rent: a non-smoking, fully-furnished,
one-bedroom flat with sitting-room, kitchen and
bathroom. Situated on the Janiculum Hill above
Trastevere, within half-an-hour's walk of the
centre and well served by public transport.
Good local shops and markets.
@350 per week
For further details and photos,
email: simonjarvis1685@gmail.com
B(64/68) Staff (81/88)
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Apologies for Absence
minutes of the last meeting
matters Arising
President’s Items
Hon Secretary’s Report
Hon Treasurer’s Report
The Vice-President’s Report
Officers and Committee:
(a) Election of the Hon Secretary for the coming year
(b) Election of the Hon Treasurer for the coming year
(c) Election of new Committee members on the
recommendation of the Committee
9. Updating of the OBA Rules
10. Donation to the 500th Campaign Appeal
11. AOB
Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, Hon Secretary

Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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EnGAGEMEntS

BULFORD James (B99/04) to Kalin Hancock
CARPENTER India (P09/14) to James Chant-A’Court
CHILD Lucy (W00/05) to Michael Skinner
HARRINGTON Josh (B02/07) to Lisa Hall
HEAL Bee (W02/07) to Oliver Little
MCLEOD Ben (O89/94) to Lisa Bruton
PICKTHALL Guy (B03/06) to Suzanne Thomas
PRICE Tom (B02/07) to Victoria Hoare
REEVES Dave (L05/07) to Jo Jo Foster
TICKNER Ben (O94/99) to Kate Steer

MARRiAGES

FRY Will (B07/12) to Jessica Korzeniowska, on 10th March 2017
at Highfield Church,Southampton.

ASHTON Melanie (W03/95) to Peter Russell in September 2016
in Brisbane, Australia where they live.

BEDDOW Johnathan (O98/03) to Chido Mary Kuwana on 20th
August 2016 at his father’s house, Barnabas Beddow (B62/68).
OBs Richard Luffingham, Thomas Parker, Nicholas AylwinFoster, Archie Bush, Ellen Lawson (née Trott), Nick Holden,
David Green, John Sandeman, Matthew Pentecost, Ewan
McCulloch and James Lawson were present.
DOUGLAS Archie (L86/91) to Allie on 19th May 2017.
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

HAWKINS Robin (B06/11) to Sophie Preece on 15th July 2017 at
St Michael’s, Chester Square, London. OBs Chris Wilton
(B06/11), James Wilcox (B06/11), James Hopkins (B06/11), Oliver
Trist (O06/11), Dan Watts (N06/11), Harry Chichester (N06/12)
and Charles (Hon OB) and Camilla Oulton were present.
JAMESON Emily (P05) to Humphrey Guest.
LAWSON/TROTT wedding – apologies to James and Ellen
Lawson for incorrectly saying that Peter Lawson had married
Ellen (Page 25 of 2017 magazine)
MANNING Matthew (P/A00/05) to Erica.
The Old Brutonian 2018
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MAUGHAN Simon (B01/06) to Amy Morgan-Bell on 28th July
2016. A blessing was also held in St Mary’s Church, Bruton on
29th July 2016, which was officiated by Rev Nigel WilsonBrown.

PARR Iain (N02/07) to Claire Berment in Normandy on 8th July
2017.

SANDEMAN John (P98/03) to Mackenzie Scott Clowes on 9th
September 2017 at the Old Council House, Bristol and again
with a ‘pagan’ ceremony and celebrations on 10th September
at New Oriel Hall, Bath. OBs Tom Parker, Rory Edwards, John
Beddow, Dave Green, Richard Luffingham and James and Ellen
Lawson were present.

PIDSLEY Christopher (O00/05) to Marie Hansell on 22nd
December 2017 at Notley Abbey. OBs Rob Gore, Dave McGahey,
Dom Pudney, Charlie Bonham Christie, Rory Trevis, Christian
Phillips Adams and Julian Cosby were present.

WINBORN William (A/P99/04) to Zara Un on 19th August 2017
at St Paul’s Church Grove Park. The reception was held in
Pembroke Lodge, Richmond Park. OBs Paul Gray, Tori Gray (née
Simmons), Tom Wharton, Richard Roundtree and Vincenzo
Capozzoli were present.

OSBORNE Dan (L05/07) to Nicola Harris on 20th July 2017.
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BiRtHS

DAVIES, to Charlotte (née Oulton) (P05/10) and Stefan, a baby
girl Aphia Grace on 28th February 2018.

BRADLEY, to Lucy (née Clarke) (A/P02/07), a baby boy Theo
Ezra on 18th March 2017.

DUNN, to Mark (P95/00) and Julia, a daughter Beatrix
Antoinette on 29th October 2017.
MCLEOD, to Ben (O89/94) and Lisa Bruton, a son, Arlo
Anthony Cecil Bruton on 5th February 2018.

CHILD to Rob (P97/02) and his wife, Vicky, a son, George
Alexander, on 25th November 2017.

King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

MUMFORD, to Clemency (née Stanford-Tuck) (P04/09) and
David, a baby girl, Elodie on 12th September 2017.

The Old Brutonian 2018

23

NEWS OF OLD BRUTONIANS

WHITE, to Edward (B95/00) and Camilla, a daughter, Flora Joy
Smyllie (Finty), on 4th April 2018, a sister for Gus and Arty.
RUSHMERE, to Emilie (née Carpenter) (A07/09) and JT, a baby
girl, Ettie, on 18th February 2018, a sister to Thea.
RUSSELL, to Melanie (née Anderson) (W93/95) and Peter, a son,
Luke, on 2nd April 2016, a brother to Danny.

SCAIFE, to Phoebe (née Glenday) (P99/04) and Philip, a baby
boy Freddie on 14th August 2017, a brother to Barney.
SWEET, to Holly (née Masters) (W00/05) and Frederick, a baby
boy, Humphrey Basil Frederick on 4th May 2017.

TICKNER, to Ben (O94/99) and Kate Steer, a baby boy, Charlie,
on 18th December 2017.
24
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DEAtHS

BENNETT Simon (Associate OB). See obituaries.
CARNEGIE David (P65/59) on 26th November 2017.
CORBETT Harry (L11/16) on 22nd May 2017. See obituaries.
DOGGART Hubert (Hon OB), Headmaster of King’s from 1972 to
1985, on 16th February 2018. See obituaries.
EVANS John R (N52/56) on 1st November 2015.
FISHER Colin (P52/54) on 8th January 2016.
PETTY John Fitzmaurice (N48/53) on 23rd August 2017, See obituaries.
GRINT Robin G (P48/51), brother of Malcolm (P46/51), in January 2018.
GYLES Jeremy (O46/50) in 2016. No further details are known.
HAYWARD John (P43/46) on 16th March 2017.
HEWLETT Vincent (N43/46) on 5th July 2017.
HOPE-FROST Henry (N85/89) on 8th March 2018. See obituaries.
HUNT Gordon (N40/44) on 9th November 2017.
MOORE Richard Fenwick (P58/62), on 16th January 2016. “An
honourable man, much loved”.
His widow wrote “Richard loved the English countryside and, in
particular, the swallows – so much so that as young boy, he became so
engrossed in their sweeping across the River Brue that he toppled
from the Packhorse Bridge into the water and had to return to his
boarding house, dripping wet and with some suitable explanation.
Suffice it to say, his time at King’s was happy!”
NEWELL James (P47/52) on 11th February 2018.
NOWELL James ‘Jim’ (Plox/O34/43).
ORR James (O47/52) on 26th October 2017.
PERRETT John (P48/51) on 28th December 2016, aged 82.
RICH Brian John (P47/50) on 29th October 2015, aged 81.
ROBERTS John (N51/54). No further details are known.
ROE James (P48/52). No further details are known.
SCOTT Malcolm (N43/46) on 5th June 2017.
SQUIRE Peter (P59/63) on 19th February 2018. See obituaries.
STEPHENSON Paul (N70/73) in March 2016.
STEVENSON Arnold (O42/45) on 22nd July 2017.
STOKOE Peter (O/P42/48) on 2nd July 2017.
STURROCK John (P43/49) on 14th August 2017.
WOODFORD Anthony (Plox41/44, O44/50) on 26th August 2016.
WALKER Tony. Whilst not an OB, Tony was SSI in the CCF at King’s
between 1981-1993. See obituaries.
Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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JOHn PEtty (n48/51)
1935 – 2017

In particular he promoted and practised a ministry of
Christian healing which he saw as complementary rather
than alternative to the work of physicians and
psychiatrists. This gave an added dimension to the work
of the cathedral's International Centre for Reconciliation.
Petty's time at Coventry was, however, not without
controversy. The cathedral's reputation for innovation in
worship increased dramatically in 1996, when an 1897
Daimler and a new electric Peugeot 106 were driven up
the aisles during a service to celebrate the centenary of
the British motor industry. Protesters from Roadpeace,
the Green Party and Friends of the Earth gathered
outside the cathedral.
As the first hymn, All People that on Earth do Dwell,
accompanied by the Rolls-Royce brass band, concluded,
and Petty was about to welcome the congregation,
among whose number was Prince Michael of Kent, a
woman made her way to the front. She opened her long
coat to reveal that she was completely naked apart from
slogans of protest daubed on her body. She was promptly
arrested under the Ecclesiastical Courts Act for disorderly
conduct in church.

The Very Reverend John Petty, who has died aged 82, was
Provost and subsequently Dean of Coventry Cathedral
from 1988 to 2000.
At the time of Petty's appointment, the public excitement
that followed the consecration in 1962 of Basil Spence's
controversial modernist replacement for the 14th century
cathedral destroyed in the wartime blitz on Coventry had
begun to wane. Income from visitors had declined to such
an extent that the Chapter was forced to sell some
properties, including the Provost's House, and Petty's
predecessor, Colin Semper, had to move into a flat. Petty
was instrumental in implementing a financial strategy to
secure the cathedral's future, though the problem has
since returned.
Announcing at his installation that "this is the best job in
the Church of England", Petty brought to the cathedral
enthusiasm, energy and flair. He exercised a profound
pastoral ministry, not only among the cathedral
community as he did his daily rounds of the nave, but
also as he cycled through the city.
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

John Fitzmaurice Petty was born on 9th March,1935.
Following education at King's, Bruton, he went up to read
Mechanical Science (Engineering) at Trinity Hall,
Cambridge, before enrolling at the Royal Military
Academy at Sandhurst. He served in the Royal Engineers
and in the Gurkha Engineers before resigning in 1962 to
train for Holy Orders at Cuddesdon Theological College.
Following a curacy in Sheffield, he moved in 1969 to the
parish of St Helier, Morden, in the diocese of Southwark.
It was during his time there that Petty first became
interested in the ministry of healing, after he witnessed
a Franciscan brother offering a simple ministry of prayer
with the laying-on of hands to a woman with a few
months to live. "After that moment," he remembered, "I
noticed that when, as a priest visiting in hospital, I put
hands on a person and gave them a blessing, they would
tell me later that they were cured." Petty refused,
however, to claim for himself a special gift of healing.
After serving in urban ministry in Manchester he was
appointed Honorary Canon of Manchester Cathedral in
1986, and when he was installed as Provost of Coventry
in January 1988, he arrived at the head of a long
procession of Ashton parishioners who had come to
support their former incumbent.
Following his retirement in 2000 Petty took up residence
in Shrewsbury, where he served as Chaplain to Mount
House residential home for the elderly. He is survived by
his wife, Susan (nee Shakerley), whom he married in
1963, and their three sons and a daughter.
Abridged from original item in 'The Daily Telegraph'
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SiMOn BEnnEtt (ASSOCiAtE OB)
1945 – 2017

from poor backgrounds. He developed a great affection for
that country and later led expeditions of pupils, initially
from Trent and then King’s, back to Nepal to enjoy
trekking through the mountains and learning about the
Nepalese culture. After a brief return to Trent College he
moved to King’s School.
Simon took over the English Department at King’s during
a period of considerable educational change, but his sharp
mind and intellectual confidence enabled him to get his
team securely onto the new route that examined English
was now taking. The confidence and clarity of his delivery
made Simon an inspiring teacher. His charges responded
eagerly to his relaxed, slightly devil-may-care manner;
they too relaxed and that brought out the best in them.
By the same token, he inspired generations of rugby
players, actors and debaters.

Simon loved Bruton and was justifiably proud of the
Bennett family’s long association with the town. His
appointment as Head of English at King’s School in 1988
gave him particular satisfaction as he could at last take up
permanent residence at the family home, Tolbury House.
His travels began as a boy when sent to prep school at
Winchester House in Brackley and then, as a scholar, to
Rugby School, with holiday visits to his mother’s
archaeological digs in the Middle East; Crystal Bennett
played a major role in opening up the “rose-red city” of
Petra in the Kingdom of Jordan, and her formidable
scholarship clearly played a key part in the development
of Simon’s own considerable intellectual powers.
Rugby School was followed by King’s College, Cambridge,
where Simon read English, played rugby and led an
undergraduate life reminiscent of a former age, his rooms
in that most beautiful of colleges furnished with treasures
from home, and sherry or port dispensed at the drop of a
hat - a youthful conviviality that was to become a
hallmark of his adult life.
On leaving Cambridge, Simon went to Trent College where
he was soon appointed Head of English. A spell of seven
years was followed by ten years at Malvern College as
Director of Drama. In later life, Simon became a member
of the Malvern College Council for ten years and was
subsequently made a member of the Council’s
Management Board.
In 1984 Simon moved to Nepal as a housemaster, where he
spent three years helping set up a British-backed boarding
school offering English education to Nepalese pupils,
including a high proportion of non-fee-paying scholars
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Once settled in the family home, Simon proposed to and
married Jane Tyrrell and soon after, their beloved
daughters, Constance and Honour, were born. The travels,
however, were not yet over. In 1998 Simon joined Ofsted
and was appointed an HMI (Her Majesty’s Inspector of
Schools), a particularly distinguished and influential
position. In due course he was appointed the EU Inspector
on the Board of Secondary Inspectors at Brussels, and his
love of travel, particularly by train, and his ability to get on
with all people of all nationalities on the wider
international stage meant this suited him perfectly.
On retirement from Ofsted, he was invited to join the
Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) as their Senior
Editor and Quality Assurance Monitor. Two years later he
took on a separate inspectorate, the School Inspection
Service, as their Chief Inspector. This allowed him to visit
specialist schools throughout England and abroad, the last
trips being to Ascension and Azerbaijan. On retiring from
the School Inspection Service in 2015, Simon accepted the
role of Independent Adjudicator for ISI.
Simon never lost his commitment to Bruton. He served
two terms as an elected member of the Town Council, and
he was the Warden of Conservation at the Royal Bath &
West Show for ten years. He was a Founder and Life
Member of the Bruton Trust, which he chaired for nine
years. He was a Life Member of the Bruton Museum
Society and gave several interesting lectures; indeed, he
was planning a talk for last autumn about preserving
Bruton’s historic heritage. He worked as a governor for
several local schools, most recently at Sexey’s School,
where he chaired the Academic Committee.
Simon was a strong believer in traditional values, but at
the same time he was a radical and forward thinker for
whom the individual was ultimately most important. His
was a life vigorously and enthusiastically conducted, with
nothing undertaken half-heartedly. He loved the good
things in life – friends, hospitality, intelligent conversation,
books, fine wine and, above all, laughter.
From original item kindly provided by David Hindley (Hon OB)
Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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tOny WALKER, SSi in tHE CCF, 1981-1993
1937 – 2017

He also made an enormous contribution to the sporting
life of the School, where his shooting teams achieved
many noteworthy successes. His rugby and hockey teams
also would be remembered for their competitiveness and
commitment; more than one of his 2nd XI hockey teams
earned the (affectionate?) nickname of ‘Walker’s War
Machine’!
My own closest link to him was through his running of
the school Golf team, which he took over from the
aforementioned George Heaney; we were fortunate, in
Tony’s time, to have the Gammon and Graham brothers
with us, forming the nucleus of what was probably the
strongest golf team I can remember at King’s. By that
time, Tony Beadles was well established as Headmaster
and was kind enough to ask me to take over the golf
when it was known that Tony was retiring.
Tony was forced to take early retirement in 1993, when
he first began to experience the heart problems which
dogged his later years, meaning that he was unable to
develop further his prowess on the golf course, as many
of us do in retirement. He and Val did, though, continue
to travel regularly to Cyprus, a country for which he first
developed a love when on active service, from their
retirement home in Gillingham.
Latterly, he had, however, become very restricted in his
movements, and he died, aged 80, on 12th April, 2017.
Colin Juneman (Hon OB)

HARRy CORBEtt (L11/16)
1998 – 2017

Tony Walker was appointed to King’s (from Ratcliffe
College) as SSI in 1981, when Hubert Doggart was
Headmaster and George Heaney was O/C CCF. He was a
man who set the highest standards, both for himself and
for those under him, thriving particularly at Summer and
Adventure Training Camps, where cadets learned much
from his expertise.
His gruff exterior, very much that of the traditional
image of the ‘Sergeant Major’ who did not suffer fools
gladly, earned him the nickname of ‘Squaddie’ Walker
around the School, but those who knew him best would
also vouch for the very genuine care he showed to those
in his charge. This side of his nature was particularly
apparent when he took over, as resident tutor, the Priory
Annexe in Sunnydene, where many pupils benefited
greatly from his firm but sensitive guidance.
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

Harry Corbett was Head Boy of King’s in 2016/17; in fact,
his photograph is on the inside cover of last year’s OBA
Magazine – he’s the one in the centre front row. He was
not only Head Boy, but Captain of the 1st XV and, with
successful A level results, was heading to Swansea
The Old Brutonian 2018
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University to read History. Tragically, for reasons not
clear, he took his life whilst abroad on his gap year. Many
of his friends will soon be undertaking an ultrachallenge of running non-stop across the Isle of Wight in
aid of CALM (Campaign Against Living Miserably). www.
justgiving.com/companyteams/walkingnotdrinking. If
you are able to donate, I know they would be extremely
grateful.

HEnRy HOPE-FROSt (n85/89)
1970 – 2018

The following words are extracts from those said at a
service celebrating Harry’s life, by his brother Jack
(L11/14) in St Marys’ Church packed with pupils and staff,
past and present.
Harry was born on 29th April 1998, the largest baby in the
maternity ward at Lymington Hospital. Throughout his
early life, Harry seemed constantly in trouble, always
making me look better than anyone else! However, at
Prep School, things improved, and it wasn’t long until he
was introduced to an egg-shaped ball. And it was love at
first sight. He played for school and club. Harry was
rugby and rugby was Harry - a match made in heaven. At
Prep School he was Head Boy, the announcement of which
coincided with me being expelled from my school! What a
great way to throw your brother under the bus! From
Hordle Walhampton Prep School he moved to King’s. Once
again, he settled in quickly, academically doing well and
excelling on the rugby pitch. In fact, he was Captain of the
1st XV two years in succession. To top this off he finished
King’s as Head Boy as well.
To my little brother, these are the hardest words I have
ever had to say to you. Even though we won’t be making
more memories together, the ones we have will stay with
me until the day I join you and we are reunited and no
doubt we will look back on them with smiles. For 19 years
I have been lucky enough to have the most amazing
person in my life and that was you. With you by my side
and me by yours, no one could touch us. There was no
greater combination than you and me. Even though you
are no longer by my side, you will always be in my heart.
Shoulder to shoulder on a rugby pitch we were
unstoppable. I would have chosen you over anyone. It
was an honour and a privilege to play alongside you. I
will never forget the last time I saw you. A massive smile
across your face, ready to explore the world. Not only
have I lost a brother, I have lost the Best Man at my
wedding, my children have lost an uncle and I have lost
the opportunity of becoming an uncle.
“Not a life wasted, but gloriously fulfilled”.
Jack Corbett (L11/14)

OLD BRutOniAn OBituARiES

The Editor is very happy to include full obituaries
(preferably 750 words) and photos of Old Brutonians
if sent in digital format ready for publication to
oba@kingsbruton.com
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It is hard to write something that isn’t a bit cheeky
and unconventional when it comes to my old chum,
Henry Hope-Frost, who we tragically lost in a
motorcycle accident on 8th March, aged 47. He was a
talented and highly regarded broadcaster,
commentator and journalist, one of the best the motor
racing world had seen.
‘H’, as he was known, was someone who, were you to
meet him, you would never ever forget, especially if, as
he did, you had petrol running through your veins in
gallons. He was a true ‘petrol-head’ full of ‘fever’ for all
things with an engine, with an encyclopaedic knowledge
of everything and anything to do with motor sport. The
word ‘fever’ became his trademark and it was used with
passion and excitement in every conversation to describe
anything that was fast, loud, enthusiastic, winning or
indeed losing.
I was reminded of a trip to Alton Towers after we
finished school with three other fellow King’s 6th
Formers when the drive to the park was more exciting
than the rides themselves – he was a very fast and
brilliant driver, impossible to keep up with, as I learnt to
my cost on more than one occasion.
Henry was also blessed with a gift of being able to
mimic a variety of engine sounds and people; many a
French or Classics lesson was interrupted by the perfect
sound of a Ferrari flat 12 or Cosworth Turbo blipping
and popping down through the gears into a corner then
blasting off into the distance. He would continue to
have us all in stitches with the voice of Sean Connery or
a foul-mouthed Worzel Gummidge with a wonderful
Somerset accent, all of which continued to be part of his
arsenal of things to make people around him laugh into
his adult life.
Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,
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In the early 90s, he landed his dream job at Autosport
Magazine, working up through the ranks and ultimately
becoming the face of the Autosport International Show
at the NEC where he interviewed everyone in the sport,
including all of his idols. He also became the voice of the
Goodwood Road Racing Club, commentating at all their
motor racing events. Henry never failed to add humour
and knowledge and always managed to make even the
mundane hilarious with his enthusiastic and cheeky
tone. He knew and admired everyone involved in the
sport and, as it later was confirmed, everyone knew and
admired him too.
The day after his death, tributes poured in through
social media from the motor sport ‘family’, including F1
stars Damon Hill, Jenson Button and one of Henry’s
heroes, Nigel Mansell. #FEVER was also trending on
Twitter in his honour. At the 76th Members’ Meeting at
Goodwood the weekend after his death, there was not
one minute’s silence but instead a minute of ‘fever’ from
the engines of Classic Formula 5000 racers, cars he was
especially passionate about, mainly due to their
thunderous noise. At the meeting, almost every car and
every helmet had a sticker with HHF #FEVER in 70s
Lotus F1 gold and black. The outpouring of love for a
true legend was immense. Despite snow and rain and
some of the worst conditions the circuit had ever seen,
the racing was full-on with many drivers saying that
they were giving it ten tenths as a tribute to their friend
very much missing from the event.

Henry was a devoted family man and so proud of his
wife Charlotte and three boys who he always referred to
as his Junior Team HF.
Henry’s life will be remembered at a private celebration
at Goodwood House in May.
A tragic loss to the world of motor sport and a true friend
to all those that knew him – Race in Peace, Chief.
Jeremy Aston Phillips (L84/89)

LEGACIES

The Trustees and Governors of King’s School
would like to publicly thank the estates
of Old Brutonians Thomas Palmer, Derick
Gardner and martin Barber for the legacies
left to the School. The School has also
received a fabulous collection of Art History
books and been left a property in Bruton,
for which the School is extremely grateful.
For more details regarding legacies, please
contact bursar@kingsbruton.com

Despite all his cheeky rascal-like behaviour, at heart,

To help commemorate the 500th anniversary next year, the School is producing a book
focusing on the many treasures King’s owns or has been connected with over the years.
It’s remarkable that the School has lost so little of its 500-year heritage. In a lavishly
illustrated coffee table celebration of this rich history, former King’s master Charles Oulton
(Hon OB) has drawn on the meticulous scholarship of the School’s archivist Andrew Leach
to place 50 Treasures in their social, educational and historical context.
Brought to life through striking photographs by the School’s Marketing Manager and
Chaplain, George Beverly, former parent and local photographer, Mark Pickthall and OB
David Watts (O95/00), the documents, artefacts and buildings highlighted in Treasures of
King’s Bruton include the School’s Foundation document of 1519; the original Schoolhouse
that is still in use today; the 1297 copy of the Magna Carta, formerly owned by the School
before it was sold to the Australian government for £12,500 in 1952; a handwritten letter
by Old Brutonian R.D. Blackmore, the author of Lorna Doone; and a King’s sports trophy buried for five years in Malaya
during the Second World War to keep it safe from the Japanese.
A subscription brochure promoting the book was published in January and widely distributed amongst the King’s and
Old Brutonian community. It invited Old Brutonians and others to pre-order a copy, ensuring their names would be
listed in the book as well as making a saving with a discounted price of £25. To make an order, visit the Third Millennium
Publishing website at www.tmbooks.com/kingsbruton, or phone 020 7841 6300.
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A DAy OF cELEBRATION

AFTER A wEEk OF NERvE-wRAckING vARIABLE wEATHER, THE GODS wERE kIND

F

rom late morning, m0re than thirty classic and
interesting cars (and one motorbike) were on display
on and around the Memorial Hall Lawn - three Alvis,
three Aston Martins, a Lagonda, a ‘John Player’ Lotus, a Ford
Mustang, Landrovers ranging in age from over sixty years
old to a two year old Defender – Spectre (as used by James
Bond!), a Morris Minor named Horace, Morgans, a Concours
standard Ferrari, and many more. Together they made a
stunning and eye-catching display for the pupils, staff and
visitors. The roar of the engine of the 1928 Donald motorbike,
as Petri Hitches (N82/84) took it for a few practice laps of
Bruton just added the perfect sound track. After a light lunch
and a few welcoming words from the Headmaster, many
departed on a 50-mile tour through the leafy lanes of three
counties, armed with their route guide detailing many
historical sites relating to King’s as suggested by the School
Archivist, Andrew Leach. The King’s Bruton tour plates
ensured that all whom they passed were left in no doubt as
to where they had come from. Other OB entries were
Michael Hemming (O56/59), Colin Elliot (P/L54/56), Charlie
Gallannaugh (P80/84), David Fleming (B73/76), Don Gibson
(L89/94), Andrew Finding (L65/70) and John Mauger
(P50/52). They were joined by current parents, parents of
OBs and even a Grandparent of an OB – all with the
common interest of a love of cars and motorcycles!
Meanwhile, throughout the afternoon and under blue,
sunny skies, cricket and tennis matches took place. On Hyde,
the School’s 1st XI was celebrating 100 years of playing
cricket on the Hyde Pitch-the King’s 1st XI having played
their inaugural game against 3rd Battalion, The Dorset
Regiment, in June 1917. This time, it was against their
successors, The Rifles (Regiment) Cricket Club, the School’s
local Infantry Regiment. It was wonderful to welcome back
James Edwards (O96/01) as their Captain. On Abbey, the
School’s 2nd XI had a very close fought game against OBs
and parents, playing in fantastic spirit. As if this was not
enough, more OBs and parents provided some stern
opposition for the King’s tennis teams.
At the appointed hour, the sport ceased, and the cars
returned to Bruton to park around the boundary on Hyde as
30
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Please send news and photos to: oba@kingsbruton.com or to: OBA Office,

FOR THE 2017 DAy OF cELEBRATION
an excellent tea was taken by all at the Pavilion. Over 200
people enjoyed an amazing meal laid on by the BTEC
Hospitality students and our in-house caterers. The
extended tea enabled everyone to mingle and talk about
sport and cars, with many regaling each other with tales of
their times spent at King’s and rekindling friendships.
Later, after pre-dinner drinks listening to the School’s Senior
Jazz Quintet, eighty guests (OBs, past and present, parents
and Friends) enjoyed a four-course dinner in the Memorial
Hall, again with the BTEC Hospitality students supporting
our caterers. The evening was topped off by dancing to the
School’s excellent staff band.
All in all, a wonderful day celebrating all that is good about
King’s!
this annual event will continue with the 2018 Day of
Celebration falling on Saturday 16th June 2018 and the
BiG OnE, and main 500th anniversary celebrations,
falling on Saturday 15th June 2019.

500th AnniVERSARy EVEntS
SOME DAtES FOR yOuR DiARy

Monday 26th February 2019 – King’s Chapel Choir sings
Evensong at St Paul’s Cathedral – all are welcome to this event
which will start at 5.00pm.
Friday 22nd March 2019 – Beating Retreat (combined bands of
KSB Military Band and the Band of the Rifles Regiment) together
with the Biennial Inspection of the School’s CCF. If you would like
to attend this event, please email 500@kingsbruton.com.
Spring 2019 (exact date tbc) - Official Opening of the new Music
School. This will be an invitation only event.
Saturday 15th June 2019 – Day of Celebration and 500th
Anniversary Ball. Please see full programme on page 32.
Saturday 29th September 2019 – Service of Celebration in the
Quire of Wells Cathedral – all are welcome to this service which
will start at 7.00pm. This will be the culmination of all the events
celebrating the School’s 500th Anniversary.
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Careers Convention 2018

Matthew Wilcox

the 2018 King’s Careers Convention was an excellent
evening during which many King’s pupils were further
guided and informed in their future career choices.
This year, the School welcomed back eight Old Brutonians to
join 10 other delegates. Tom Allright (L04/09) enthused
pupils as he spoke about his journey from school to working
on Kevin McCloud’s Grand Designs; Josh Wilson-Brown
(N05/10), a regular at the convention, told the pupils about
Business and Economics – always a popular choice with the
pupils as they seek to make their millions! Tony Lindesay
(O77/82) made a weekend of his visit back to King’s,
returning for almost the first time since leaving many years
ago. Other OBs at the convention included Tess Hillier
(A07/12). Having recently set herself up as a Wedding
Planner, she could well be useful for all those recently
engaged! James McComas (O97/02) travelled all the way
from Kent for the event and with Hospitality as one of the
very popular Sixth Form subject choices at King’s, was a
great attraction as he spoke about his travels and how he
became the General Manager at Hotel du Vin in Tunbridge
Wells. Ed Salmon (B03/08) returned this year again as a
guest speaker before offering his advice on start-up
companies; he is currently Head of Operations at the newly

James McComas & Tess Hillier
King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED - Telephone 01749 813253 - www.oldbrutonians.com

Tom Allright

started company ECHO. Meanwhile, his sister, Lucy Salmon
(P05/10), explained how a degree in Geography, Spanish and
Italian resulted in her working in the development of Tea
Pigs! Last of the OBs at the event was Matthew Wilcox
(B04/09), who recently started work as a Rural Practice
Surveyor at Wooley & Wallis in Salisbury and came armed
with all sorts of ‘goodies’ for the pupils.
The evening was started off by keynote speakers in a
packed-out Fitzjames Theatre. David Warburton, MP for
Somerton and Frome, told the story of his own career path,
as a musician, entrepreneur, teacher and politician. Pupils
were encouraged to give careers a go, to try things and
discover what is right for them. Ed Salmon (B03/08) then
spoke about his career experiences, studying Economics at
Exeter, progressing through the Aldi graduate scheme, and
how currently he works for a healthcare distribution startup, Echo, in London. Ed compared the different roles and the
route he took to get there, offering helpful direction to the
pupils.
The event was a great success and if any OBs wish to return
to next year’s Convention they are encouraged to contact
Gilly Bunday in the OBA office.

Josh Wilson-Brown
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LEttER FROM tHE HEADMAStER
Dear Old Brutonians,
The Lambeth Palace lunch in January was a most memorable occasion. We decided to invite as many Old Brutonians
as we could to a (free!) lunch at Lambeth with the only criterion being that the OBs had to have been at King’s before
1966. 1966 was the cut-off date simply because that was the year I was born! Eighty-one OBs came to Lambeth for an
afternoon of good food, good wine and excellent company. Old friendships were rekindled and new ones made. I gave a
brief summary of where we are with the 500th and how the School is faring, while Roger Gallannaugh explained the
architecture and sense of place of the new Music School. I am contacting the OBs from the Lambeth lunch who asked to
visit the school again with a series of possible visit dates, so that they can see the new Music School, have a tour around
the school campus, and visit their old boarding Houses. This invitation goes out to all OBs, and you are most welcome to
visit your school – there is much to see, with plenty of change, and a lot that will be familiar.

The new Music School is progressing quickly and will be open this summer. It will be a very impressive building which
will transform the centre of the School, and the new landscaped Old House Yard will again be a fitting focal point of the
school campus. I am delighted that we are approaching the £1 million fundraising target, with over £800,000 now
raised, and I am very grateful to all the OBs who have supported the 500th Appeal so far. The coming summer holidays
will again be very busy for our Estates Department as we create a new Sixth Form Centre, move the Library to the
Hobhouse building, install catering facilities and new toilets for the Memorial Hall, and complete the classroom
refurbishment with work in the History Department. Alongside all this work, we will be refurbishing the former Rectory
(now called Abbey House) with the initial possibility of letting it out commercially as a family home.
I was delighted to report at the OB London Lunch that King’s is full, in great heart, and the pupils are experiencing
success academically as well as with sport, music, drama and extra-curricular activities. We are now ranked in the top
100 UK independent schools for sport, while our excellent digital marketing has been acknowledged with King’s being
ranked 2nd out of all UK Independent Schools for all our social media channels. King’s is also in a very strong financial
position and this allows us to invest in the future with confidence.
I must congratulate OB, Lloyd Wallace, who became the first OB Olympian after representing GB in aerial skiing at the
Winter Olympics. We are all very proud of him here at King’s.
I will finish by saying a few words about Hubert Doggart and Sir Peter Squire. I was deeply saddened on hearing that
both had passed away last month, and both gave me invaluable support as Headmaster. Hubert often wrote me cards
full of encouragement, advice, good humour and literary anecdotes, while Sir Peter appointed me as Headmaster in
2009. I feel privileged to have worked under Peter. He was always there to offer me support, he was always interested in
King’s, in the pupils and in the staff, but he also always asked how I was doing and how my family were getting on. I
failed in my many attempts to get Peter to talk about himself, although I did get an answer out of him when I asked
him once what he regarded as his greatest achievement. I will never forget his reply: “Ian, I am most proud of my ability
to be friendly with anyone – be it Prince Charles or a cleaner at King’s. I will always treat people the same and show
interest in them, whatever”. Hubert and Peter both have their portraits hanging in the John Davie Room which is fitting
given the significant parts they have played in the King’s story. They will be sorely missed. Floreat Brutonia!

ian Wilmshurst
Headmaster
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