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THE OLD BRUTONIAN

From the Editor

Regrettable though it is that the magazine appears in trying
circumstances for the second consecutive year, the OBA
Committee wishes all OBs well and hopes that the success
of the national vaccination programme is contributing to
increasing optimism and the expectation that the worst of the
pandemic is behind us.
Many anecdotal reports suggest that King’s has planned
and delivered a truly excellent and well-received teaching
programme over the past year, despite the disruption of
repeated lockdowns and pupils being sent home for on-line
education. Many will be aware that as was the case a year
ago, King’s will be supplying centre assessed grades to replace
public exams for Years 11 and 13.
The planned changes to the status of Old House are
significant. Numerous vivid accounts reminiscing about
boarding life have been sent in by OB members of Old
House and are included in edited form in a substantial item
celebrating the importance of Old, the very heart and core of
King’s, as it ceases to be part of the School’s boarding provision.
An historical perspective is complemented by an item
from the Headmaster outlining future plans for Old’s iconic
buildings. From the responses received in the OBA office, the
conclusions to be drawn are that OBs both understand the
pressing need for changes in boarding provision and that they
overwhelmingly accept them.
The ‘King’s Spirit‘ newsletters produced by Alison Grant and
Naomi Warren and sent to those OBA members for whom we
have email addresses, have contained a remarkable breadth
of entertaining and informative contributions, including
many from OBs. Their reports and recollections, together
with photos, have been a delight to read, especially for older
readers. There has been some inevitable overlap with planned
material for the magazine and I trust that readers will bear
with any apparent duplication they may spot. In its support for
all past and present members of the School over the last year
‘King’s Spirit’ has clearly proved to be a popular and valuable
resource enabling the community of King’s to flourish despite
the constraints and stress induced by the pandemic.
As always, I wish to thank a number of colleagues and
friends. Emilie Head, our Assistant Secretary, has collated and
forwarded to me all the many items OBs have submitted and
I am well aware that this has been a most time-consuming
process for her. Andrew Leach, School Archivist, has as
usual kindly advised on historical detail and double-checked
references. I am of course grateful to the proof readers, who
included Andrew, David Hindley and Malcolm Parr. Trent
Nicholson, our graphic designer has cleverly made sense of
the vast number of file transfers from me and ensured that
the content is attractively presented.
Finally, I would urge younger OBs not to hesitate to send
in their news, together with photos. The Editor would be
delighted to include an increased proportion of articles and
other items from recent leavers in future editions!

Ed Tickner (Hon OB), Editor

•
•
•

Articles for publication need to be copy ready for insertion, in
text or Word format, not as a pdf please and no more than
750 words.
Scanned items, handwritten articles or newspaper cuttings
cannot be easily transcribed.
Photos must be JPEG files at a minimum resolution of 300
ppi, minimum size of 100mm wide, with details of any OBs in
the photo.

OBA Office, King's School, Bruton, BA10 0ED.
Tel: 01749 813253. Email: oba@kingsbruton.com
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HRH The Duke of
Edinburgh KG.

It is with great sadness that all members of the OBA will
have heard the news of the death of the Duke of Edinburgh
and will wish to express their deepest sympathy to Her
Majesty the Queen and all the members of the Royal Family.
A considerable number of our members have obtained
awards within the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
and more than 50 of today’s members of the School are
currently attempting awards at the Silver and Gold levels.
This scheme was set up entirely at the instigation of the
Duke and has rewarded thousands of young people
throughout the world, equipping them with the personal
qualities and skills to manage potential difficulties in later
life. This, amongst many other projects, will be his legacy.
The OBA commemorates and gives thanks for the
extraordinary life and service of Prince Philip,
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh.
The OBA Committee.

Join the King’s Bruton
Community
Over 800 of you have now joined the Old Brutonian Alumni site –
the King’s Bruton Community – THANK YOU!
Benefits include:
• Quick and easy registration process
• Find old school friends easily
• Keep up to date with School news
• Read alumni stories and view photographs
• Register for reunion events in the future
• Mentoring, ‘Clubs’ (industry, university and
geographic location) and much more…
The more people that register, the better the experience will be
for all. It only takes a few minutes.
In the spirit of a little Inter-House competition, below are shown
the percentages of Old Brutonians, per House, who are already
registered… Blackford you should be proud!
Arion
Priory
New
Blackford

13%		
17%		
15%		
20%

Wellesley
Old
Lyon

15%
18%
14%

Emilie Head, OBA Assistant Secretary
REGISTER FOR THE KING’S BRUTON COMMUNITY
https://community.kingsbruton.com/homepage

LEGACIES TO THE
FOUNDATION - THANK YOU
Thank you to all the Old Brutonians and Honorary Old
Brutonians who have left the King’s School Foundation a
legacy and to those who have expressed their intention
of doing so in the future. These legacies enable the
Foundation to continue supporting pupils and families, to
invest in the Foundation’s capital and to support further
developments.
The six main cover pictures clockwise from top left:
Old House c.1820, 1830s illustration, 1930s street view, The Old House
yard refurbished, 2020 view from the garden, the same view in 1914.
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LETTER FROM THE President
David Fleming

Dear Old Brutonians
When I wrote last year that my three-year term as your President
would soon be coming to an end, I really meant it. However, if this
past year has taught me nothing else it is that circumstances change,
so here I am again to say this truly will be my last OBA magazine
letter. As I have said previously, it has been my honour and privilege
to serve you.
I am pleased to report that the activity on the new OBA website has
been substantial and that during these times of lockdown and social distancing it has been very helpful for Old
Brutonians wishing to connect with each other and with King’s.
As we all know, Covid has often had a detrimental effect on our physical and mental health but it has also
caused financial distress. In response, King’s will be setting up a Covid Impact Fund to support parents who
are struggling at this time. A letter from the Headmaster further introducing and explaining the Fund is
included in the magazine. I would ask that Old Brutonians respond generously to this appeal. By doing so, we
are helping future Old Brutonians to continue receiving the many benefits of a first-class education together
with the benefit of stable lifelong friendships made at King’s.
Next, I want to take the opportunity to thank our OBA committee members: Vice President Gemma Brunton
(W92/94), Rose Vigers our Honorary Secretary, Michael West (O49/55) our Treasurer, Ed Tickner our Magazine
Editor, committee members Janey Dawe (W95/97), James Coward (B90/95), Ben Turner (O86/91), Russell
Crofts (L87/92) and our Assistant Secretary, Emilie Head. Despite meetings having been much limited by
the pandemic, we have been working in the background and thinking of ways in which the OBA can make a
difference during these decidedly difficult times. To that end, we have decided that for this year, we will add
three extra bursaries of £3,000 each to eligible students attending King’s. These bursaries are in addition to
the three bursaries we are already providing. We would like to offer these new bursaries firstly to OB parents
and then to the greater King’s community, as required. These extra bursaries were partially motivated by
awareness of the impact of financial hardship but also by the recent positive address by 2019 Head Boy, Luke
Tuckfield and the receipt of an impressive ‘thank you’ letter from one of the current recipients of our existing
bursaries. Our OBA bursaries may be small but, from what I can see, they are truly life changing and that must
be a good thing.
You will appreciate that at the time of writing this letter, it is not entirely clear when a return to full normality
will occur. However, we are targeting a date in September for our OBA AGM and invite you to come and meet
your new President, Gemma Brunton. We are also tentatively scheduling our OB London Lunch for December
3rd at The Apothecaries’ Livery Hall. All things being equal, this should be an amazing event at which we can
finally meet up with each other again. Tickets for this Lunch will be advertised soon, and we do expect high OB
demand.
Wishing you a Happy Summer and all the best.
Floreat Brutonia,
David Fleming (B73/76), OBA President
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JOHN CANN (HON OB)

1934 – 2018

Following a brief announcement of John’s death in last year’s magazine, we are now able to publish a
fitting tribute. Tony Beadles (Hon OB), Headmaster of King’s from 1985-1992, has written this obituary.
'The Headmaster is nice. He telephones
a lot in his study and he walks round
the school and he does gardening and
he does painting and he likes children.’
When I left King’s School, Bruton
in 1992, the children at the PrePreparatory School that we had just
built at Hazlegrove, having moved
them from Hillcrest, Castle Cary,
produced a wonderful book with each
child writing and illustrating an A4
page entitled: ‘The Headmaster’. Many
of them clearly did not know me and
described John Cann. This five-year
old produced a gem with many truths.
The boys who were at Hazlegrove
during the twenty years that John
Cann was Headmaster will nearly all view their time there with great
affection, experiencing a warm and adventurous education in lovely
surroundings; and they will remember John Cann as a Headmaster
who indeed ‘liked children’ and had a special talent for making each
one of them feel that he knew them and understood them.
John was at his core a Preparatory School man. He was Head
Boy at Boxford in Surrey and returned as student teacher before
going to Cambridge. He became involved with the Preparatory
Schools Nuffield Science Course and then in 1959 went to teach
at Monkton Combe Junior School, where three things changed his
life. He discovered that he loved teaching, adoring the process of
drawing out the best from the young; he met and married Janet,
also working at the school, to start a wonderful partnership; and
he worked under Brian Morris who inspired a remarkable group
of teachers who moved to Headmasterships in schools round the
country and abroad.
John moved seamlessly to a headship. At first, he was at Ashfold
School in Buckinghamshire as Joint Head for five years, and then
he went to Crawfordton House in Dumfriesshire. Crawfordton was
a beautiful baronial Scottish castle, but a challenge inevitably for
recruiting pupils given its location. I remember John describing this
in his unique manner: ‘We had much venison.’ ‘Meaning what, John?’
‘We used to find it at the end of the long drive either as a present or
as part of the fees.’
John was appointed as Headmaster of Hazlegrove in 1975, then
a boys’ preparatory school from 8 to 13, and he quickly gained
the trust of the staff and the parent body by his patent love of the
surroundings and the school, and his blend of encouragement
and clear standards. He was a reassuring and charming presence.
Some at times may have found his lateral answers to queries a touch
mysterious, but they had no doubt that he knew the boys well and
understood how to get the best from them. ‘Yes, the Latin is a little
difficult, but he has done very well with his swimming.’ Prospective
parents realised when they finished their visit that John had spent
much more time talking to their son than to them.
The boys instinctively felt that John knew them and would find
something to praise. This was not done by any lengthy conversation,
but by using a most skilful memory that could highlight some event
or interest. ‘How is your violin playing going?’ ‘I gather your new pot
is quite exciting.’ ‘Someone told me that your French is improving.’
John and Janet also brought an invaluable asset for any boarding
prep school – a family life knitted fully into the school. They were
a terrific team. Janet, trained as an expert caterer, looked after
that area, and Tim, Sarah and Becky enjoyed the environment of
Hazlegrove.
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John’s strength, despite a life
devoted to preparatory schools,
was that he never had narrow
horizons. Modest at heart, he
never pushed himself forward,
but his approach to running a
school was hugely embellished
by his own wide range of talents
and interests. He was qualified
to teach a number of subjects –
science, French, geography, English.
He was a fine singer and a skilful
musician, playing the cello – and
indeed teaching it at times when
a gap needed to be filled. He was
an expert meteorologist, a spin off
from his National Service, and kept
records of the rainfall and the weather every day. The answer to
one of my many queries was quite likely to be: ‘Altocumulus today’
or ‘4 in this month’, even though I was asking about something
completely different. He knew an enormous amount about trees
and loved the parkland of Hazlegrove. He had been a skilful
cricketer, wicketkeeper for the Charterhouse School 1st XI for two
years and for Magdalene College, Cambridge. He loved gardening
– and painting the school! Parents visiting Hazlegrove for the first
time might find themselves given directions at the front of the house
by someone that they assumed was the gardener or the painter,
only to find that same person appearing suited to welcome them in
the Headmaster’s study.
John also had a great way with words. His reports on boys
coming to King’s School were always beautifully phrased and were
mini masterpieces. Indeed, for a number of boys I could use John’s
report at the age of 13 for their final report at the age of 18 – and I
only needed to add a few lines. He had a lovely voice. His reading
of Corinthians 13 at the King’s School Commemoration Service each
year was a joy.
That message of love also reflected John’s own Christian faith, firmly
rooted from the start and expressed both in his Headmasterships
and after in his support of St John the Baptist Church in Hindon and
then St Peter’s Church in Shaftesbury.
He was an entertaining and invaluable counsellor for my time
at King’s School. We had breakfast at Hazlegrove every Saturday
morning in term time. I would ask his opinion and advice on many
subjects, although I had to be prepared for some delphic answer,
and often found myself saying: ‘Meaning, John?’
John was quietly proud of the way in which he was able to develop
the facilities of Hazlegrove, helped by its popularity, the full numbers
and sound finances. Over twenty years the school was transformed.
The list was extensive: a new assembly hall/theatre with a sports hall
nearby and later a full-size swimming pool replacing the small openair pool (of which John was very fond!) at the front of the school;
an enlarged music school and a new design and art department;
an all-weather hockey pitch; a new teaching block, the Moberley
Building; and finally, the new pre-preparatory enlarging the school
and bringing girls on to the site.
Yet he would never have wished that his legacy should have been
the buildings. John, with Janet’s stalwart help, will be remembered
for bringing to Hazlegrove a special caring atmosphere and the very
best aspects of preparatory school education. Thank you, good
friend!
John is survived by his wife, Janet, and children, Tim (P76/81), Sarah
and Becky.
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LETTER FROM THE HON Secretary
Rose Vigers-Belgeonne
Dear Old Brutonians,
I wrote to you all last year at the beginning of the Summer term in a very
quiet School with the challenges of teaching our students via a computer
screen. I was convinced that we would all return after the May half
term break; sadly, that was not to be, and the School year ended rather
bizarrely with no Speech Day or Leavers’ Ball.
When the U6th Formers departed for their Easter holiday, they could not
have envisaged that they would be unable to gather again before leaving
and celebrate their time at King’s. On their last morning at King’s, I traditionally welcome all leavers into the
OBA. Rather bleary eyed after a late night and a Champagne Breakfast they are all looking forward to life
after school, in the knowledge that they will always have a lifelong connection with King’s via the OBA. So, I
must now use this letter to welcome all the 2020 leavers to our wonderful alumni association, and we look
forward to hearing from you and supporting you in the future.
Teaching remotely was definitely a very steep learning curve and at King’s we were up and running from the
first day of the Summer term. My IT skills have been tested but we have relished the challenges of on-line
practical demonstrations and experiments and students relished the occasional glitch. On one occasion I
was demonstrating cocktail-making when a bottle of soda exploded, and I was soaked!
September saw a near-normal return to teaching only for the January lockdown to put us all back behind
the screens, but it was a sheer delight to see most of our students return to the classroom for the final 3
weeks of the Easter term. We so hope that this coming Summer term will see us back to the ‘new normal’
and that we will be able to celebrate in the usual manner with the leavers of 2021 and welcome them all
into the OBA.
The King’s Day of Celebration has become a very special event in the King’s calendar, but sadly, as we will
not be able to gather in significant numbers until the end of June, we hope to hold our special day in midSeptember. We will organise a classic car tour, sports matches and tours of the School and then in the
evening the AGM will take place and be followed by a social event. Details will be published on the OBA
website and emails should appear in your inbox.
During the last year many of you contributed to the online publication, ‘King’s Spirit’. On behalf of the pupils,
staff and parents I must thank you for all your photographs, stories of your time at School and your lives
since leaving Bruton. Each week we all seemed to be brought together, and I hope you also enjoyed reading
of the adventures and antics of our community all over the world.
I do hope that we will all be able to meet again in the not-too-distant future, but until then I wish you all
well. Please stay safe and please keep in touch.
Floreat Brutonia!
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THE OLD BRUTONIAN ACCOUNTS

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION & CHARITABLE
TRUST ABRIDGED REPORTS & ACCOUNTS

made by email to all those OBs for whom we have email
addresses.

The following are abridged reports and accounts of the
Association and its Charitable Trust for the year ended
31st December 2020. The full reports and accounts are to
be approved by the Committee and Trustees at their next
scheduled meeting. Copies are available from the Hon
Secretary, Old Brutonian Association, King’s School, Bruton,
Somerset BA10 0ED and will be available at the Association’s
next AGM.

No information about possible OBA sports events has been
received. This includes the Old Brutonian Golf Society.

ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION
COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st
DECEMBER 2020.

The annual Magazine (The Old Brutonian) was despatched
to Europe-based members for whom addresses were
known in May 2020 and further afield by special request.
The Old Brutonian was edited by Ed Tickner with much
information gathered and compiled by Emilie Head. The
Old Brutonian website is an integral part of the School’s
new website:
www.kingsbruton.com/old-brutonians/the-oba
An Old Brutonian Facebook group (Old Brutonian– Official)
continues to thrive with over 850 members.

Objects
The general objects of the Association as contained in the
Rules are to promote union amongst Old Brutonians and to
further the interests of King’s School, Bruton. In particular,
the Association will arrange an Annual Lunch in London and
Summer Event at the School, publish an Annual Magazine,
now The Old Brutonian, and establish and maintain a
Charitable Trust for charitable purposes connected to the
Association’s objects.
Committee
At 31st December 2020 the Committee consisted of the
Officers: David Fleming (B73/76) President, Gemma Brunton
(W92/94) Vice President, Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Hon OB,
King’s Staff), Honorary Secretary, Michael West (O49/55)
Honorary Treasurer, and 4 ordinary members: James Coward
(B90/95), Janey Dawe (W 95/97), Russell Crofts (L87/92), Ben
Turner (O86/91) and Ed Tickner (Hon OB), Editor of The Old
Brutonian. Emilie Head (Assistant Secretary) attends
Committee Meetings by invitation.
Under the current Rules, two ordinary members of the
Committee are elected each year for a term of four years.
Ordinary members are not eligible for re-election until the
year following that in which they retire.
Membership
69 Leavers joined the Association in 2020. The Association
were notified of 28 deaths of which 16 related to 2020/21.
The others had died previously but were unreported.
Activities
Promotion of union among Old Brutonians
The Annual General Meeting, normally held annually in
June, was cancelled because of the Covid pandemic
restrictions. Normally, the affairs of the Association are
reviewed and discussed at the AGM and Officers and
Committee members are elected. The annual reunion
lunch in London was similarly cancelled. Reunions usually
take place in Bruton on a termly basis. When circumstances
allow OBA social gatherings to resume, all details of such
will be promoted on the website and notifications will be
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Finance
Finance
In the year ending 31st December 2020 the Association had
incoming resources of £32,485, well up on last year as there
was no loss on the London Lunch which did not take place,
as mentioned earlier. Resources expended amounted to
£23,219, including six terms’ bursaries of £1000 a term. The
other three terms were paid by our Charitable Trust.
Spending on bursaries will be higher in the current year due
to extra short-term bursaries that we are offering.
The value of our investments at the end of 2020 was
£236,781 and at the time of writing at the end of March 2021
is little changed. The total assets of the OBA at the end of
2020 were £274,806. Further details are given in the abridged
accounts below.

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31st December 2020

Incoming resources		
Subscriptions		
Investment income		
Other		
Total incoming resources		

2020
£
25,854
6,071
560
32,485

2019
£
26,132
5,177
(7,390)
23,920

Resources expended
Newsletter publication		
Administration		
Scholarships		
Total resources expended

9,730
7,489
6,000
23,219

7,895
10,282
3,000
21,177

Net incoming resources		
Gain (loss) on investments
Net movement in funds		

9,266
19,025
28,291

2,742
12,332
15,074

Fund as at 1 January
Fund as at 31 December		

246,515
274,806

231,441
246,515

THE OLD BRUTONIAN ACCOUNTS
Balance Sheet at 31 December 2020

Long-term assets
Investments		
Total long term investments		

2020
£
236,781
236,781

2019
£
217,756
217,756

Current assets
Deposits		
Debtors		
Bank		
Total current assets

1,232
418
37,309
38,958

1,230
418
28,731
30,379

Current liabilities
Creditors due in less than one year
Total current liabilities		

933
933

1,621
1,621

Net current assets		

38,025

28,759

Net assets		

274,806

246,515

Total fund		

274,806

246,515

ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE
CHARITABLE TRUST FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st
DECEMBER 2020
Trustees
The current Trustees are the Officers of the Association,
David Fleming, Michael West and Rose Vigers-Belgeonne.

Accounts
The statement of financial activities shows incoming
resources of £3,336 and expenditure of £3,000, a revenue
surplus of £336. An investment loss (M+G Charifund Units) of
£5,537 leaves total resources down £5,201 at £67,065. At the
time of writing, the loss on the M+G units is partly recovered.

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE TRUST
Registered Number: 284570
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31st December 2020
Total
2020
£

Total
2019
£

1,900
1,436
3,336

1,400
1,730
3,130

Resources expended
Charitable expenditure:				
Grants payable		
3000
0
3000
Total resources expended 3000
0
3000

4000
4000

		

Unrestricted
Fund
£

Incoming resource
Donations		
1,900
Investment income		
1,436
Total incoming resources 3,336

Net incoming resources
Gain/(loss) on investments
Net movement in funds
Funds as at 1 January		

Endowment
Fund
£

0
0
0

336
0
336
(870)
(3,277)
(2,260) (5,537) 4,549
(2,941) (2,260)
(5,201) 3,679
56,524 15,742 72,266 68,587

Funds as at 31 December 53,583

13,482

67,065

72,266

Objects
The objects of the Trust are set out in the Trust deeds. In
summary, they include the relief of poverty amongst former
pupils of King’s School, Bruton and their immediate
dependants, the provision of bursaries to pupils at the
School, prizes based on educational merit to pupils or former
pupils, and awards to pupils showing outstanding ability in
art, drama, music, sport or leadership, and other such related
charitable purposes as the Trustees unanimously agree.
Activities
There are currently three students at King’s in receipt of
bursaries.
Donations
Cash donations in 2020 totalled £1520, shown in the
accounts as £1900 including the expected tax credit. Other
income, dividends and interest, totalled £1,436. Expenditure
was £3,000 for three terms’ bursaries of £1,000 a term.
Members are reminded of the tax benefits of donations and
legacies which should be made to the OBA Charitable Trust,
not to the OBA itself which does not have charitable status.

Balance Sheet at 31 December 2020

		

Unrestricted
Fund

Endowment
Fund

Total
2020

Total
2019

£

£

£

£

Long-term assets
Investments		
Covenanted receipts
Total long-term assets		

15,612
0
15,612

10,766
0
10,766

26,378
0
26,378

31,915
0
31,915

Current assets
Deposits		
Debtors 		
Cash at bank		
Total current assets		
Creditors: under 1 year
Net current assets		

17,321
2,999
17,660
37,971
0
37,971

2,716
0
0
2,716
0
2,716

20,028
2,999
17,660
40,687
0
40,687

19,880
2,619
17,853
40,351
0
40,351

Total assets
less current liabilities		

53,583

13,482

67,065

72,266

Net assets		

58,583

13,482

67,065

72,266

Funds		

58,583

13,482

67,065

72,266
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OLD HOUSE REMEMBERED
As plans to re-purpose old house are announced,
Obs share their boarding memories
THE RESTRUCTURING OF KING’S

Bruton, to William Gilbert, Abbot of Bruton and stipulated the
founding of a Free School and the building of a School House
In December 2020, Headmaster Ian Wilmshurst announced
within two years. The Master appointed was to educate all,
a major transformation of boarding provision at King’s. Old
regardless of their social standing, and ‘to have the grammar of
House will cease to be a boarding house from the end of the
Latin tongue so sufficiently taught that the scholars in times to
Summer Term, 2021. A phased plan for the re-purposing of Old
come shall for ever be after their capacities, perfect Latin men’.
House and for the refurbishment of the other boarding houses
Twenty years followed of which we know little other than
will come into effect from September. The restructuring plans
that relations between the Trustees had become strained.
and an accompanying set of ‘FAQs’ were emailed to OBs in
The Dissolution of the Monasteries by Henry VIII in 1539 led
December.
to the closure of the Abbey and School and their surrender to
King’s is currently full, with over 350 pupils, and is expected
Henry and thence to Edward VI, his son. Eventually Edward was
to remain full next year but the pupil profile has changed
successfully petitioned
considerably in recent
to restore the School
times. There are increasing
endowments. This
numbers of day-pupils,
led to the granting of
and, since full coLetters Patent for a ‘Free
education was introduced
Grammar School of King
in 1997, greater numbers
Edward The Sixth’ in 1551.
of girls across all year
The Royal Foundation
groups. The existing
resulted in the placing of
boarding structure of four
a crown over the Dolphin
large boys’ Houses and
on the School badge
one large and two small
and in the formation
girls’ Houses no longer
of a Corporation that
offers the appropriate
was to consist of twelve
capacity.
Governors.
Some prospective
Although built as
parents regard Old House
a school the original
as containing dated
structure was very much
accommodation and,
April 20th, 1528. Grant and confirmation by the Abbot of Bruton to Sir John Fitzjames
that
of a normal town
as a listed building, little
and John Horsey of the School House, garden and premises. This is one of only two
house of the mid to late
meaningful refurbishment
documents surviving from the first 20 years of the School’s existence.
C15th in Bruton - two
can be successfully
rooms with a central entry and a rear wing, for the Master’s
undertaken to address shortcomings. Furthermore, with low
quarters. The front range included the Hall, with a framed
numbers, it can be difficult to offer the full boarding experience,
ceiling, and on the other side of the passage, the Schoolroom.
especially at weekends.
Compared to today, furniture was extremely spartan. The Hall
Lyon House, New House and Blackford will therefore be
contained ‘a joynyd tabell bourde standing upon a frame, a
refurbished to increase capacity for boys’ accommodation and
framyd form and a bench’. The Schoolroom was allocated ‘hole
every effort will be made to allocate Old House boys to their
planks for formes for the skolers to sit upon, a table, a desk and
preferred new House over the course of the Summer Term 2021.
a great chest.’
Old House will not of course be forgotten and will retain
its importance in the centre of the School. By 2023, its
refurbishment will include the History department, the School
Shop, the Archives Office and the Staff Common Room; the
existing accommodation for Houseparents and for a Resident
Tutor will be retained.

KING’S BEGINNINGS – THE STORY OF OLD HOUSE

The early years of Old House are of course those of the School
itself. In September 1519, a deed was signed by Richard
Fitzjames, Bishop of London, his nephew Sir John Fitzjames, the
owner of Redlynch near Bruton, later to become Chief Justice of
the King’s Bench, and Dr John Edmunds, Chancellor of St Paul’s
Cathedral and originally from Bruton.
The deed granted land and property, including a tenement in
8 | The Old Brutonian 2021
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and in the 1940s, half of its 82 members were sleeping in
In 1566 the Governors drew up a scheme of Rules and
dormitories in 38, High Street and elsewhere in Bruton. The
Regulations for the School. Amongst them, the instruction
problem was partly addressed by the creation of Priory House in
to the Junior Warden that when a meeting was to be held,
1943 and then in 1954 by the building of Lyon House.
he should in advance chalk a reminder on the door of each
In ‘King’s School Remembered’ (see note below), David Hindley
Governor concerned! A remarkably stringent working day for
(Hon OB), refers to the most recent modern extensions to
the pupils lasted from 6am with prayers until 5pm when boys
Old House, undertaken under Hubert Doggart, Headmaster
were permitted to ‘departe for all nighte’. The austere routine
from 1972-85, when ‘the structural inadequacy of Old House
incorporated 7 hours of work with games considered to be
had been tackled by a sort of Hilton Hotel which had been
‘licentious libertie’! Accounts do reveal that in one year more
constructed behind the house providing expensive modern
than 70 diamond windowpanes had to be repaired, suggesting
accommodation to complement the 16th century original and
that animal spirits had not been entirely repressed. Other
to divert the overflow of boys that had hitherto inhabited, very
snippets of interest cover the expulsion of two Governors
inconveniently, the
and reveal the
outpost of Plox
remarkably short
House’.
tenures of some
If any OB is
Masters, often
interested in reading
connected to
more about the
disagreements with
School’s history, two
the Governors.
publications are
Partly as a
recommended:
consequence,
‘Annales Scholae
the standard of
Brutonensis’ by
schooling in later
Prebendary Douglas
years often gave
Hayward, traces
cause for concern
the School’s history
and by 1811 just
until 1890 He was
one pupil was on
Vicar of Bruton
the roll; in 1820 the
from 1898 to 1933
Visiting Examiner
and a Governor of
commented on
King’s. His work was
witnessing both
further added to and
poor attainment
republished in 2017
and behaviour.
by King’s Archivist,
Under the
Andrew Leach.
Reverend Hoskyns
‘King’s School
Abrahall, Master
Bruton Remembered’
from 1826-1864,
The School Football team of 1891 with the Headmaster DE Norton ‘Junior’ at centre
was published in
there was a great
1990 as a collection
resurgence in
of personal recollections edited by Basil Wright, (OB39/42) and
the affairs of the School. Old House had expanded somewhat
Second Master at King’s, 1977- 86, in association with Rupert Martin,
with additional building in the C17th and C18th but at his own
Headmaster, 1937-46.
expense Abrahall added the large Schoolroom with dormitory
Both books can be ordered through the Archives Office: archives@
above, an open Fives Court and the tower by the river as a
kingsbruton.com
personal place of retreat. During the early years of his tenure,
the School flourished under a regime both rigorous and severe,
yet inspiring of respect and admiration from his scholars, a
number of whom went on to become distinguished figures in
public service. Pupil numbers increased to record levels in the
1840s, early in his reign, but then fell away as he tried to recruit
the sons of the educated classes, thereby clashing with what the
Governors saw as the primary function of King’s: the education
of the boys of the town and the local villages.
By the 1870s the Governors had accepted that a further
increase in accommodation was required and a ‘Headmaster’s
House’ was built, later becoming New House. This included a
dining hall.
The Reverend David Evans Norton Senior, the new
Headmaster and first to reside in New House, was succeeded
by his son DE Norton Junior in 1890. The exceptional
headmastership of the latter contributed enormously to leading
the School into a secure and prosperous future.
The Schoolroom in 1914
In more recent times Old House became very overcrowded
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OLD HOUSE MEMBERS’ REMINISCENCES

Very many contributions from members of Old House have
been received. Those OBs at school in the '50s and '60s are
particularly well represented. Not everyone will share the same
pleasure in reliving their schooldays, but the time and effort
spent on writing the fascinating and evocative pieces below
are heartfelt testament to the affection for experiences shared
with old friends and School staff. Most of the descriptions are
remarkably detailed memories of events and of an environment
of a bygone era. The reader may well be persuaded that
formative years spent in a successfully run boarding house with
dedicated and caring pastoral staff clearly impact hugely and
positively on later lives. Younger readers may well be astonished
by what boys of earlier generations got up to! Health and safety
regulations have perhaps made the modern experience a little
less ‘exciting’, but we must not forget that child protection rules
do now help to guarantee
the safe environment that
schools quite rightly have
a duty to provide.

author of 'Lorna Doone', from the second half of the 19th century.

THE DORMITORIES

Many recollections dwelled at length and almost gleefully on the
spartan conditions endured here…..
The indelible memories I have of life in Old House include the upper
dormitory for about 18 boys, which had probably not changed
much since the construction of Old House. The wooden floorboards,
single glazed windows and no heating were classic features coupled
with the solitary toilet in the turret of the tower, fondly known as
The Throne! The springs in the beds were well past their best days,
such that you wouldn’t know that there was anyone in the bed if
you were looking horizontally across the beds. They were more like
hammocks as you sank down with the sagging springs. It was so
cold in the depths of winter
that a mug of water by your
bedside would be frozen in
the morning!

It was the tradition that the
windows on either side of the
room (which has now been
sectioned off into cubicles)
were kept open. When it
snowed I can recall the snow
blowing in one side of the
room and out the other.
We used to hang out towels
and flannels on the end of
our iron bed rails and in the
winter these would be frozen
in the morning. With bare
floorboards the room was
The Old House yard 1914
freezing in winter. At bedtime
one overseas student, from
Egypt, would take off his jacket, hang it on the chair beside his bed,
and put on a track suit and pullover in order to survive the cold. The
THE HOUSE BUILDINGS AND ROOMS LAYOUT
toilet was situated at the top of the tower up some spiral stairs in the
The imprint on the mind of the internal plan of Old House often
corner of the room which was called the 'crow’s nest'. I was sorry to
introduced the other memories…
find that this had gone when visiting in 2020.
The excitement and nervousness of going to a new school was made
Whilst on the subject of outside toilets, there was a special method
dramatic by the entrance to my new House. Down the steps off
in their use in the very cold weather. To warm the proceedings, one
the road, through the large oak door with shiny brass handle and
placed several sheets of toilet paper in the bowl and set fire to the
into the flagstone passageway, a route I was to take many times
paper. The skill was in timing. For maximum warmth one had to sit
in the next five years. Tuckbox into the JCR on the left with door to
down just as the flames died down. Too early and one received a
House Prefects’ study. Round past the changing rooms and straight
singed posterior.
ahead to the Schoolroom. Even just writing this I recall many of the
events from those days. Going up and down the circular staircase
The Housemaster, John Tyndall, made a practice of coming up to this
to dormitories was memorable but I also had a bed for a time in a
dormitory to chat whilst we prepared for bed. In the coldest of winter
“dorm” in Plox.
months, John Tyndall never once wore an overcoat for those visits.
He was made of stern material and expected the boys to grow up
But I will just say that regarding the accommodation as ‘sub-par’
likewise.
is probably not a necessary or even an advisable consideration.
Teenagers do not require a high standard of accommodation; in
As one gained seniority and before becoming a prefect, the most
fact it is better for them to have simple, crude conditions, with just
senior dormitory was on the first-floor level up the spiral staircase.
enough mod cons to get by. As a resident of Old House, I pitied the
This 'lower' dormitory had two further doors and a small lavatory
residents of New as having to live in that house, lacking charisma or
leading off. One door led to a very small further dormitory which
charm.
faced onto the main street and could be noisy as traffic would
pass between the narrow street walls. The other door off this senior
My abiding memories of the main Common Room under the upper
dormitory led to Matron's room and became something of a social
dormitory, where we completed our prep work after normal school
gathering place before late prep commenced. It was usually full of
hours, was the large clock on the wall, as well as a roll of honour
the same people every evening, none of whom appeared to be ill!
board which included R D Blackmore, the famous novelist and
As the accounts sent
in are numerous and
often lengthy there is
not anything like enough
space here to do them
justice. The extracts
which follow attempt
to reflect the spirit and
variety of content. Later
in the year we will publish
the collated text from all
contributors, together
with their names and
years and send them to
all who wrote in. Details will
follow from the OBA office.
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DAILY ROUTINE

The day started with a 7.30 roll call in the old Schoolroom. For
some of my time there were two sittings for meals, the juniors
eating first while seniors had a lesson before breakfast, 7.45 to
8.30. The dining Hall was in New House. The day finished with
House prayers, again in the old Schoolroom taken either by Mr
Tyndall or the other resident master in the house, - first Joe Ely and
then, I think, Basil Wright. The prefects had to read a lesson every
evening and, although we had a lectionary, there was a dare to
see how many times we could read the first part of Chapter 21 in
Revelation. It must have been read a lot because I can still recite
it! – King James Bible of course at that time. I was not aware that
anyone was ever taken to task but I cannot believe John Tyndall
was unaware of what was going on! Fortunately, it is such a lovely
passage.

STAFF

Many tributes were paid to the qualities of the resident staff …
I was in Old House during the last years of Peter Vasey's
Housemastership. We liked him: he interfered little with our affairs
but was always available for advice if we needed it. He used to
read to us every evening when we were all in bed before lights
out; one boy held the necessary candle and another the book;
the stories have escaped my memory but the general effect has
remained of consistent love and personal care. He was always
referred to as the Old Man. He occasionally invited me to play his
piano, a Challen baby grand. I never heard him or anyone else
playing it, but he did play the cello in the school orchestra.
I should make mention of dear John Ely, a patient, unassuming
man who fostered my love of mathematics. He had a room in
Old House, to the right at
the top of the stairs – or
was it halfway up? He was
a smoker, which I think did
him no good. He died a few
years after I left.

The washing facilities were
such that four hand-basins
and two baths sufficed
for all. The bath rota was
organised such that two
baths were permitted a
week, mine being Tuesday
and Friday and limited to
We were met at the
20 minutes before letting
entrance to Old House
the water out and the
by the very jocular
bath refilled for the next
Housemaster, John Tyndall.
occupant. The one piece of
"Well, Seagrim, we are
home to remind each of us
looking forward to seeing
that first night was a rug
you next term." I reminded
which every boy brought
him, "There is the small
to school to cover his bed.
matter of my Common
Old House prep was done
Entrance exam, sir. I hate
in the old Schoolroom.
Latin." He laughed and
There were old fashioned
responded, "We don't take
desks, probably Victorian
Latin seriously at Bruton."
or earlier. These were linked
My heart leapt. In the
together I think in groups
exam my Latin paper
of 4, or perhaps more, each
consisted of my name on
having a common bench.
the top of the paper. To this
They were very rough with
day I take pride in my mark
The Old House yard 2020
initials carved in the lids
at Latin, a round zero.
and old-fashioned inkwells,
although the ink we used, Quink or Stephens, was in screw-topped
John Tyndall was a very fair, firm and widely respected
little bottles we kept in our allocated desk. Fountain pens were the
Housemaster. Above all, he was the best teacher I ever
norm, biros not allowed. The desks were arranged in rows facing
experienced; each lesson being delivered in a clear and very
the door except for one additional long row facing and against the
structured manner.
window wall.
Evening prep took place in the Schoolroom which was an
He taught me for Maths and Geography, both of which I passed.
impressive place with Honours Boards on the walls. House
He was only cross with me on the occasion I kept a tame jackdaw
Assemblies also featured there.
in the top of the Art School which had to find another home.
There was a strict pecking order with School Prefects being more
or less in charge followed by House Prefects- each with their own
When he moved on to become the first Housemaster of Blackford,
studies. There was a junior common room and a senior one
he was replaced by John Rees, a dear man who taught me
opposite as you entered the front door.
History A Level and whom I visited some three years ago and took
for tea in the converted chapel on the High Street. Happy days!
Evening prep ensured silence and discipline were strictly enforced.
The only time we could jump up and ignore the supervising prefect
I started in Old House in 1967. John Rees was Housemaster and
was when we heard the School Song coming down the road. He
Peter Matthews was Head of House and both were excellent in
had to step aside to avoid being trampled in the stampede as
those positions.
everyone rushed out to cheer the victorious ‘away’ team. Any losing
team sat shamefaced in the following bus.
Jean Bryant was our Matron, a friend to all. She knew my passion
for cricket and would allow me to come and watch Test Matches
After a year in Old House, life became a bit more bearable but if
on her small TV in her living room; and when Wimbledon was
today's boarders were transported back 60 years, they would recoil
on, I seemed to spend most of my afternoons and early evenings
in horror at the conditions we endured!
watching.
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TRADITIONS AND RITUALS

The relative freedom from supervision in schools such as King’s
in the post-war period was accompanied by a fairly rough and
ready disciplinary system, often left very much in the hands of
senior pupils. As such, bullying was not always confronted as
vigorously as would now be the case. Some rituals, over which a
veil will be drawn here, accompanied the encouraging of learning
of the School Song.
Looking back, I feel
that I embraced the
last vestiges of a Tom
Brown’s Schooldays’
existence at the start of
my time in Old House
with fagging for the
prefects and the Head
of House. As part of the
tests for the new boys,
there was the learning of
the School Song in Latin
within the first few weeks
and the threat from the
prefects if you failed to
recite the song correctly.
I still to this day can
recite it – Carmen
Brutoniense - Floreat
Brutonia! – almost word
perfect.

Clock' by Bill Haley and whilst heating our baked beans, on our
methylated spirit burners, we would practise our jiving at full
volume until Mr Tyndall would storm in and command " Turn this
beastly noise off ".
I recall my days as a School Prefect, Head of House and Deputy
Head of School, situated in the corner study adjacent to John
Rees’s study, overlooking the lawn beneath the Headmaster’s office.
Traditions in those days saw prefects being able to punish others
with ‘Green Paper’ (A4 lined but with no margins; you were given a
number of sides to write
on the prefect’s chosen
topic!) and ‘Park Walls’
(you had to run around
the wall up past New
House turn left over the
railway bridge left again
past the Headmaster’s
House then left down the
hill past Lyon House and
home) taking about 10
minutes.

I thought the ‘Green
Paper’ ideas needed
enhancing as the
subjects given were often
deliberately banal. So,
I decided to give the
offenders the essay titles
The School Cricket team of 1885
from the subjects I was
studying, only to be later reprimanded by Andrew Leach, our House
Tutor, for compelling others to write my prep!
When I entered Old House, the fagging system was still in
operation. You were a fag for the first year. I never disliked this
system or found it demeaning, because I was not continually
BENDING THE RULES, HIGH JINKS AND PRANKS
thinking of my “rights.” Rights are without exception arbitrary. It
Understandably, many outlandish tales figured in the accounts…
was useful to learn how to serve, how to lay places for a meal and
serve it, how to make coffee, how to wash dishes, how to respond
In those days none of the School doors was ever locked at night.
willingly to instructions. You gain understanding of those who have
I used to like to get up around midnight and prowl around the
to do your bidding when you are in a position of authority yourself.
School while no-one was around. The School kitchens were in
New House and wandering into the kitchen via the back door one
Things were so different in those days, and many old practices
quiet night in the darkness, I became aware of a weird green glow.
would not be allowed today. However, we knew no better, and
Cautiously approaching it, I found the glow emanated from a big
viewed it as part of our acceptance to this special boarding house.
joint of meat! I don't suppose there was any refrigerator there (the
year was about 1945) and the meat had just been left out on the
A few of us arrived together as new boys from Sherborne Prep
table, the green glow being caused by some living organism on the
School, and this helped, knowing each other. We were re-housed for
surface.
sleeping to Plox and on one of the first evenings, the more senior
dormitory members above us decided to give us their own initiation
One incident is imprinted on my mind. One boy was doing the ‘boy’
ceremony which required diving over and under all the beds
thing of trying to make a cap bomb bigger and better by using a
whilst they set about us with pillows. Trouble was, they all split,
half inch bolt with two nuts and the heads of a box of Swan Vesta
with feathers everywhere! At that very moment John Tyndall our
matches. As he tightened the nut, it exploded, and the bolt took a
Housemaster walked in. None of us was prepared to explain our
chunk out of his hand before burying itself in the floor. His father
involvement or give away our senior boys’ prank, we daren't, SO, all
was a surgeon at the Bristol Royal Infirmary. I would love to know
of us line up outside Mr Tyndall's door, and one by one we hear the
what was said when the patient arrived there!
swish of the cane, until two before me in the line, someone owns
up! Phew! Saved just in time and blotting paper removed from
This story relates to the Summer Term 1949 when I was boarded
trousers! I should mention that we all hugely respected our lovely
out at 38 High Street. I was in a four-bedded dormitory on the
Housemaster and indeed years later when we revisited the School
first floor next to the communal bathroom. On a Sunday morning
and I was able to introduce my wife Pat, he still remembered my
one of the roommates got up early, saying his father was meeting
name! Somewhere I must have made an impression.
with the Headmaster and he just wanted to see him. The rest of us
carried on dozing. The roommate returned about 15 minutes later
On Sunday evenings, we were allowed to cook in our respective
carrying a shotgun. He said he had got it from his father’s car and
studies. Ours at the time, was next to the front door which
his father was going out shooting later that morning. He waved
unfortunately was situated underneath the Housemaster's study
the gun about and despite being told not to be so silly continued to
- Mr Tyndall’s. The top record at the time was 'Rock around the
do so. We believed it was unloaded but dived under our bedclothes
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in the hope he would leave if we did not antagonise him. The
next thing we heard was the shotgun being fired and, on looking,
found he had fired into the ceiling and left just one round hole as
the pellets did not have time to spread. Above was another fourbedded dormitory and the hole in our ceiling had become a hole in
the floor above, close to the bed of a sleeping Norwegian pupil. The
pellets then spread and pockmarked the ceiling above. The sound
of the explosion caused the resident master to come down and take
the shotgun and the boy away. We did not see the boy again and
were later told he had been expelled by the Headmaster.
Returning to the senior, or 'lower' dormitory, many will remember
that in this old part of the original School there were two wall
'tie bars'. They were about seven feet above floor level and could
be used as in a gym for muscle strengthening exercises before
bedtime. One evening an ambitious individual decided that he
could do a somersault manoeuvre on them. Unfortunately, this was
spectacularly unsuccessful as he missed his hold, landing on the
iron foot-end of his bed, the base of his spine being the first part of
his anatomy to make contact with the bed. There was one saving
grace; the floorboards were insufficiently strong and, whilst the bed
took the initial impact of the individual's weight, it continued its
downward path through the floor towards the washroom below.
There was understandable surprise as those washing looked up
to see two of the four legs of a bed within touching distance of
those washing below. I don't think that Health and Safety had been
invented in the 1950s.
In the smaller study 2, I had a place from about 1964 onwards
with 3-4 others. It was also the HQ of my Trash Mag empire. Trash
Mags were pocket-sized action war comics which showed the
adventures of Corporal Caruthers fleeing German soldiers who
shouted ‘Schnell, Engländer’. I acquired a huge stock, about a
foot high, which I hired
out at 1d. a read. They
were officially banned
but I made a reasonable
income for a while before
somebody rumbled it.

be able to give memories to future students in the same way as it
did to me.
I was in Old from 1964-68 and was heartened to read just
recently of John Rees’ long life! In my time, Old House was
also at the forefront of social change: caning by prefects was
stopped, personal fagging stopped, no more compulsory boxing,
and the House rules shortened from many to just a few. These
were significant changes. Jolly Well Done for the fine scholastic
achievements, new building, the grand welcome to Her Majesty and
keeping the School relevant in this era of great social change.
I have since realised I was fortunate to have had this degree of
non-supervision, it was very helpful to my development and was
an unintended part of the Old House regime. Sometimes, I would
go for night-time walks if the moon was bright, with or without a
companion, and a night-time swim in the pool was pleasant, too,
in the summer. No-one ever accosted me. I was quiet and careful
and never considered what I was doing as anything wrong; I loved
being alone. In typical teenage fashion I just went about doing
what I felt inclined to do.
I look back with very fond memories of my time at King’s and in
particular my time in Old House and many are the stories I recall.
It will be very sad that others will not be able to absorb the history
and memories of so many of their predecessors from those stone
walls and flagstone floors.
Looking back, it now appears that we led a spartan life.
Nevertheless, many of life's broader lessons were learnt during this
period, which certainly stood me in good stead in my subsequent
years. I remain proud of my years at King's and particularly my
time in Old House.
In sum, a fun, happy and
uncomplicated existence
in a House that was at
the very heart of the
School.

Despite all its quirky
One day, following some
idiosyncrasies, Old
cases of ‘house sickness’,
House and Plox quickly
an unusual missive was
got under my skin and
pinned up saying ‘Matron
became my second
is looking for the source
home for the next few
of a staphylococcus
years. Recent news that
in the changing room,
Old House will cease to
possibly related to dirty
be a boys' boarding and
milkbottles’. No one knew
Old House Rugby 1958
day House in 2021 has
what a staphylococcus
triggered a flood of nostalgia, taking me by surprise somewhat,
was but one or two had a good idea and there were some helpful
and prompting this...let's call it a thank you note! Schools must
suggestions. Poor woman, the sniggers never quite went away.
evolve to survive in these challenging times for independent
Boys, eh? What can you do?
education, particularly so in a rural context such as Bruton. It is to
the School's enormous credit that not only does King’s consistently
CONCLUSIONS
punch above its weight in many areas, but it has done so without
These were overwhelmingly positive, but we might pause to
compromising its core values, which still run deep in those of
remember that not all will have enjoyed the hurly-burly of
us fortunate enough to have passed through its freezing cold
school life as it often was in those post-war days. King’s is now
corridors, up the spiral stairwell on our way to the junior dorm! It is
a different place, having moved with the times to ensure that
said that schools are not buildings, they are people, communities it takes its responsibilities as seriously as any school of the
and so they are. But spare a thought for my old School House and
modern era.
my father's old School House, Old House, which will have meant
so much to so many over the years. Its function may be about
House identity is a huge part of life at King's. I left 8 years ago and
to change but its walls will always contain our secrets and our
am still tremendously proud to have been in Old House. It is not
memories.
an exaggeration when I say Old House gave me some of my best
Thank you, Old House. Floreat Brutonia.
lifetime memories, and I am only sad that the House will no longer
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Nick Nash
(L74/77)
A Day in the
life of a
Commodore
in 'Pause'
Nick recently had a promotion
which is described on page 19.
Recent periods of enforced
idleness allowed Nick to put
together a diary.
Here are a few excerpts which
give an idea of the complexities
and demands of the daily routine
on a vast cruise liner.
Pause – alongside in Trieste. 190 crew including 40 contractors. Daily visit of about 30 contractors.

0545 – Alarm – Get up, ablutions and daily temperature check,
36.1°C – Phew! Check my iPhone for any emails or WhatsApp
messages or more importantly – funnies that have come in
overnight, remember to put phone off. “Do Not Disturb!”
0600 – Office – Put mask (KN95) on (change this on Wednesday
and Saturday with vest & pants – as per King’s school routine!).
Make coffee in Captain’s Pantry and walk on to the bridge.

Gangway

Highlight of my morning rounds is a visit to the pastry shop
on deck 5 to see what delights our pastry chef is making for
today. Passing the veg prep area I note the daily department
(mandatory) temperature check on every crew member being
carried out and logged.

Commodore’s office Enchanted Princess

0700 – Meet up with Staff Captain in my office – appropriately
socially distanced before heading off to breakfast in the deck 16
“World Fresh Market” cafeteria.
0730 – First rounds of the ship, start on deck 17, aft to deck 18
and the mini golf then down to deck 4 and the check gangway,
onto quay – chase away the seagulls from the wet food garbage
skip. I have a look at the mooring lines and the hull.
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Navigation team cross checking voyage plan & environmental schedules

0900 – Ship’s Management Team meeting – Commodore,
Staff Captain Chief Engineer, Hotel General Manager, Doctor,
Environmental Officer, HR Director and bosses of contractors
living on board.Discuss the daily number of contractors visiting
from the shipyard and our own suppliers – antigen testing
numbers (every 3-4 days after an initial negative PCR test).
Numbers of ‘on board’ crew in “hard” initial 7-day quarantine
in Zone 7 isolation cabins, those released to “Soft” 7-day
quarantine and those fully released after 14 days.

1630 – Agent drops off the mail! 150 Amazon packages and a few
parcels from home! Mail is so very important and Amazon has a
new importance in our “bubble” existence particularly as we have
no access to shore and shops – but saving lots of money.
1800 – Seasonal “Flu Jab”. Compulsory this year for all team-mates.
To inspire confidence the ship’s senior management team go first.
2000 Evening visit to bridge – discuss the weather and expected
winds overnight and any special requirements for the night –
check S/Captain’s night orders and the NACOS wind alarm is set!

0930 – Coffee with crew at the deck 5 international café in an
otherwise empty piazza – discuss any crew issues and “galley
radio” news updates!

Evening check on the bridge

1100 – A bit of light relief – taste testing the new “Nasher” burger
for the Salty Dog Grill in the deck 6 galley with the Executive Chef
and his team.
1430-1530 – My afternoon walk around the ship (Bosun’s getting
worried – and mentioned to the staff captain that I’m everywhere!)
for my daily exercise. Seven times around the jogging track
on deck 18 is one mile. The Apple watch a great invention for
lockdown. I try to ensure that I have done 16,000 steps, 8 miles
and 50 flights and 11 minutes cardio by the end of the day.
1630 – Real work -with the navigator and environmental officer
on proposed next voyage’s environmental schedule. This is
a multistage procedure after the initial appraisal/planning
stage which involves a visual check, electronic check and an
environmental check by two different officers, and finally a
Master’s review. Then follows a full team briefing and ultimately
voyage monitoring.

On a personal level, stuck on a brand-new cruise liner – only
150 on board instead of the normal 4,200 when cruising,
makes for a slightly “Marie Celeste” atmosphere especially in
the darkened public rooms (saving electricity). Albeit in luxury
compared to some of my fellow seafarers, it has been a very
different experience as I have tried to show. Although alongside
with no passengers, we have been busy finishing off the ship and
getting ready for a launch into service. We have been kept busy
with remote audits. I do think that “remote audits” of ships are
the future and will certainly reduce the number of visitors and
possibly even port state control visits – giving the Master some
well needed rest time! The National Instruments’ webinars have
been a lifeline for those of us wanting to keep up to date with the
industry and our way forward despite a “pause” in our shorebased training. I’m sure the NI and particularly the merchant navy
crews will come out of this pandemic in a stronger position in the
world’s eyes – we MUST ensure this – as having “Held the Line”!
And with hope in the air……. Let’s get cruising…….
My soul is full of longing
for the secret of the sea,
and the heart of the great ocean
sends a thrilling pulse through me.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)
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MIKE LONG (P64/69)
VI School in Southampton, in its last
year as a grammar school before going
independent. I was lucky enough to
be made Head of Department after a
couple of years, a post I held until my
retirement in 2016.

Following Mike’s mention in last year’s
OBA magazine of a surprise meeting with
William Newton (L73/75), Mike has now
kindly written in to tell us a little about
his memories of King’s and about his
career as a sculptor. The accompanying
photographs give an insight into the
vivid and striking figures he creates.

On top of running quite a large, lively
department I managed to fit in some
of my own work.

“In the classroom I was never in the
top set, in fact the only thing I was
remotely good at was Art. I was very
lucky to have a wonderful Art teacher,
Gerald Cooper, whose gentle, slightly
laid-back approach let me indulge my
interest in sculpture. The Department
was in a draughty brick room in Plox.
I was so academically poor that by
the time I started the Sixth Form,
my timetable had to be cunningly
engineered so that I could spend one
day a week working with Professor
Blensdorf, a local wood carver.
Another day was passed at Yeovil
School of Art. As you might imagine,
my other subjects were never to be
a great success! All this had to be
fitted around every sport I could play,
including rugby, squash, judo, boxing,
fencing, cross country running. As
well as sport, there was potholing,
stage management, the ‘Dolphin’
magazine, chasing girls from Sunny
Hill and frequent trips to the Royal
Oak. The latter led to several visits to
Basil Wright’s study for a good caning.
Gosh! And to think now we have to pay
for such services!! (Well, no longer for
caning! Ed)

Male dancer. Michael’s most recent piece cast at Talos.

In the year before my retirement, I
was asked to create a large, bronze
memorial sculpture for the school to
commemorate the centenary of the
end of WW1. This involved a huge
amount of research and was made
here in my studio in France before
being cast in bronze at the Talos Art
Foundry near Basingstoke. It was
finally installed in the King Edward VI
Memorial Garden in 2018.

Sadly, I have kept up with very few of
my old friends from those wonderful
five years although David Poulton
and I are godparents to each other’s
children.

Since my retirement I have settled
with my lovely Russian wife in the
South of France. We have a beautiful
house and I have been able to convert
a sizable barn into a studio where I
continue to follow a passion started
over fifty years ago at King’s.

I was lucky to be given a place at
Goldsmith’s in London where my
artistic enthusiasm was turned on
its head but where I also anchored
my passion for figures in movement.
During this period, I spent time at the
Ballet Rambert and at the London
Contemporary Dance School. Most
importantly, the experiences allowed
me to achieve a degree in Fine Art.
As with so many people struggling to
make a living as an artist I drifted in to
teaching as a means of paying the bills
and supporting a young wife. I landed
a job as an art teacher at King Edward
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During a six months’ sabbatical I went
to the United States at the invitation of
a large American art gallery which led
to some of my sculptures ending up in
galleries across the country including
in Park City in Utah and in California
at Carmel, Laguna Beach and San
Francisco. I was also featured in the
BBC series ‘Artbeat’ which led to me
showing some work at the Portman
and Century Galleries in London. At
this time, I was also exhibiting at the
New London Theatre in Drury Lane
where ‘Cats' was showing. This was a
time of success as a sculptor and I was
considering giving up teaching until
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s ‘Really Useful
Group’ took over in Drury Lane and I
and two other artists exhibiting were
booted out.

The War Memorial project for King Edward VI School,
Southampton.

My work remains rooted in a love of
the human form and in particularly,
the strength of dancers and athletes.
Most of the figures I make depict
movement rather than the static,
studio pose one sees in so many
sculptures. The advice then Head of
Art, Gerald Cooper, gave me to try to
bring energy to my sculptures remains
with me to this day and for that I will
always be thankful."
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FAMILY ROOTS AT THE HEART OF KING'S
Gilly Bunday offers this item looking
at some of the recurring family names
amongst King’s pupils.
As sad as I was to leave the OBA Office in
October 2019, I was also excited at the
prospect of being involved with the next
generation of Brutonians and subsequently
Old Brutonians. As soon as I took over my
role as Registrar, I realised just how very many
familiar surnames there were amongst both
the current pupils and prospective pupils,
Squire, Phillips, Longman, to name but a few.
I suppose that in a School that is over 500
years old, it should have come as no surprise
to discover that some of the current pupils are
relations of past pupils. What did surprise me,
however, was just how many there are. King’s
is currently in a wonderful position – full, with
350 pupils, over 20 of whom are descendants
of Old Brutonians. Indeed, several pupils
are third generation Brutonians. This speaks
volumes about the enduring strength of the
King's Community, encompassing as it does
the Old Brutonian Association and Friends of
King's, as well as the current pupils and staff.
I also hope that it demonstrates that King's
is not just an ancient institution of learning,
but also where lifelong friends and memories
are made. Strong ties regularly draw Old
Brutonians back to visit the School and it is
wonderful that what they see today encourages
them to send their own children to King's
Bruton. Since “life is a journey and not a
destination” (as the American, Ralph Emerson,
once said), it is encouraging that these Old
Brutonians appreciate that the King's education
has assisted them in their own journey and
wish the same for their own children.
I asked Sandy (Blackford House) what it means
to him to be son, nephew and grandson of Old
Brutonians: “I have always understood the culture and special
spirit of King's as several relatives from both sides of my family
were members of this community - my dad, three uncles and a
grandfather. Consequently, I have grown up hearing about the
School community. When I joined King’s, I soon realised just how
true this all was, and how the School has such a family feel. I am
very proud to be a part of King's, Bruton, and look forward to
becoming a part of the Old Brutonian family in due course!”
And Laila (Wellesley House) a third generation Brutonian, had
this to say:
"Knowing that my grandfather and father went to King’s is always
a great comfort to me, especially as I am a boarder. Whenever I
miss my grandfather, knowing he went to the same school that I
do, and that he did the same things in the same buildings, brings
me closer to him and makes my time at King’s even more special.
It is also nice to know that they sent me to this school because
they had had such a great time when they were here, and they
wanted me to benefit from the School in the same way that they

did, and have the same great experiences that they had, all of
which they obviously cherish for life."
Finally, I asked an Old Brutonian, Peter (Lyon House 60-65),
who is still a regular visitor to King’s and who volunteered these
words: “It is a very rewarding and proud time to be able to watch
some of one’s children and grandchildren, (and even great
nieces!) reaping the benefits of being educated at King’s, Bruton.
Obviously, times have changed, and school life is very different
now, but the whole ethos of the place remains as positive as
ever, and to see these young offspring enjoy and benefit from
their time at King’s is very fulfilling – it certainly remains a special
place!”
If you are interested in sending your son or daughter to King’s,
please do get in touch. King's is, indeed, a very special place. It
always has been, and I am sure it always will be.
Gilly Bunday, Admissions Registrar - gmb@kingsbruton.com
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NEWS of old Brutonians
50s
BILL BUNBURY (N56/58) wrote to the
OBA to remember his time spent with
John Rees. He recounted how John was
his most influential teacher during his
time at King’s, in part due to his ability to
encourage a vivid interest in history.

60s

the-world yacht race from east to west,
run by Challenge Business, a company
started by Sir Chay Blyth in 1989. It was
held every four years until 2006 and
took a fleet of one-design steel yachts,
crewed by ordinary men and women
who paid to take part, sailing round
Cape Horn and through the Southern
Ocean).

DAVID GRAHAM (O60/65) wrote in with
this news which first appeared in issue
45 of King’s Spirit.
‘The King’s Spirit has been excellent
and keeps us all cheerful. I also receive
a similar “daily” report from Cranleigh
where our two oldest grandchildren
are boarding, and King's is definitely
ahead! Our third grandchild, will start at
Hazelgrove next term before, hopefully,
moving onto King's.
Thank you for your comments about
our tea. You will not find a better tea ask the Bundays or David Hindley in the
UK! We taste 4000 to 6000 teas each
week in Mombasa and only very few are
good enough to be bought for Birchall.
www.birchalltea.co,uk.
I sincerely hope you will be “back
to normal” by September - the school
has made such fantastic progress over
recent years.’
In the picture below are Daniel (O84/89)
and Tresham (O87/92) who are part of
the family business.

COLIN LAMBERT (O59/63) has written
in with an article to be found elsewhere
in this magazine.
RICHARD PALMER (O55/60) recalls
being a crew member in 1992 on the
first ever around the world yacht race
‘The Global Challenge’. Richard’s boat
registered the fastest time. (The Global
Challenge (not to be confused with
Global Challenge Award) was a round-
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JIM POTTS OBE (L58/63) Following
his time at King’s, Jim went on to
Oxford University. He then spent 35
years with The British Council in a
variety of overseas postings, including
Ethiopia, Kenya, Greece, Australia and
Sweden. Jim has published several
books, including ‘This Spinning World,
43 stories from far and wide’. Married
to Maria, Jim has two children and five
grandchildren. Jim and Maria now live
in Dorset.

KEITH READ CBE (P/B58/62) kindly
wrote to the OBA in the Summer of
2020 with some memories of his time
at King’s. He recounts his luck at
narrowly missing expulsion (for repeat
visitations to the local pub) when the
Ministry of Defence wrote to the School,
informing the Headmaster that Keith
was to be awarded a scholarship to
the Naval College at Dartmouth. Keith
then trained to become an engineer,
going on to study for a post graduate
qualification in nuclear engineering.
After a varied career working across
many areas of the Navy, including
the rather nail-biting sounding role of
‘Nuclear Engineer and Safety Sea-rider’
on the Submarine Flotilla, Keith went
on to become CEO of the Institute
of Marine Engineering Science and
Technology. Keith has held many
board level roles and is currently
Vice President of the RNLI. Rather
humbly, Keith credits King’s and, in
particular, his teacher John Rees, for
their encouragement and facilitation
of his varied and many successes.
Whilst at King’s, Keith met his wife
during a joint choir performance with
Sunny Hill girls. They have had three
children and a ‘bevy’ of grandchildren,
who are all seemingly following in their
grandfather’s footsteps, reading ‘Greats’
at Oxford and playing hockey for the
England Young Lions. Keith now lives in
Taunton.

SIMON TYLER L67/72
Simon reminds us about Tony Smyth, (Staff
62/76).
‘Anyone of my age has a wealth of
knowledge and experience that they
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could share, and there’s always a danger
of boring people. I could have written
about many things, for example the
exhilarating and in places mischievous
autobiography of Tony Smyth (he
taught me Chemistry at Bruton), which
I borrowed from another Old Boy,
Richard Waltham, and I have just finished
reading. It is now available to be sent on
to anyone else who would like to read it.
Tony Smyth's Obituary, which is an
edited version of the address given by his
son-in-law Richard Aspinall, is in the OBA
Newsletter 2008. I have just discovered
that 12 years ago Will Aspinall (091/96),
Tony Smyth's grandson, put a film online
about the 1955 RAF Mountaineering
Association expedition, led by Tony
Smyth, to the Himalayas.’
'Wings on the Himalayas' - YouTube
PHILIP VAN DEURS (B64/68) has been
remembering his time as part of a ‘small
group of non-conformists’, nearly all
of whom he is still in touch with. He
remembers his time at King’s fondly and
recalls some of the antics and high jinks
that he and his pals got up to – hiding
motorbikes in the local farmer’s barn for
5 shillings per term, trips to the Royal
Oak, where ‘snooping’ masters were
banned, poaching trout (missing shots
fired by the landowner) and hitch-hiking
to Bristol to watch the Rolling Stones
and Ike and Tina Turner. Philip even
managed to sneak some Sunny Hill girls
into the Blackford House dormitories and
says that Matron knew, but never let on!
Philip now lives in New Zealand (his wife
is an ex-Sunny Hill girl!) and together they
have three very successful daughters.
The eldest, a barrister, is in Christchurch;
the middle daughter manages a thriving
coffee supplier and the youngest recently
obtained her PhD in Psychology, making
her the youngest Doctor of Psychology in
New Zealand.

70s
NICK NASH (L74/77) has been appointed
Commodore of Princess Fleet. which
operates a fleet of 15 modern cruise
ships worldwide. He is now the senior
master of the fleet. He was recently
made captain of the fleet’s newest vessel,
Enchanted Princess, taking the ship out

of the Fincantieri shipyard in Trieste,
Italy, for its very first voyage.

ROLY SMITH (N75/79) retired from the
Royal Air Force in July 2019 after 35 years
of service, with the last 6 years spent in
Berlin as UK air attaché. ‘A fantastic and
much enjoyed career through the best,
worst and most unpredictable of times’.
Now, Roly is taking time out to think
about ‘what to do next’.

80s
NICHOLAS WINTHER (O88/93) is now
the Finance Director of Rugby School,
following its merger with Bilton Grange
Preparatory School. He, his wife and four
children are thoroughly enjoying life in
Warwickshire.

00s

JAKE EGGERTSEN (L99/04 and
Chaplaincy and Teaching Staff 08/12)
writes to say that he was ordained as a
priest in the Church of England on 20th
September 2020 at Dorchester Abbey.
He is now serving as a curate at St Paul’s,
Banbury, in the Diocese of Oxford and is
married to Nicola also previously on the
teaching staff at King’s. They have three
children.

TOM HARVEY (B08/13) took up the
position of Assistant Director of Music at
Sevenoaks School in Kent on the 1st of
September 2020.
GEORGE READ (L01/04) has opened a
new wine shop in Bruton and a separate
article on him may be found elsewhere in
the magazine.

Martin Davies L60/65
"I've managed to unearth some photographs taken during my time at King's. They
show the Orchard Block under construction early in 1964, if memory serves, and
some friends from Lyon House in the early summer of '64.
The Lyon House group photograph (below left) was taken on the edge of Hyde. The
path behind the group led to the pavilion with Lyon House dayrooms just behind
the beech hedge which was buried beneath a snow drift for weeks on end in the
winter of '63.
The team is King's 1963/4 cross country team, Somerset U18 County Champions
in the 63/64 season and again in 64/65. My records indicate that during the 63/64
season out of 22 fixtures we won 21. At the time, it was the best record of any
sports team in the history of the School.
We were coached by John Furlonger who taught English. His young wife
was German, very attractive and was, therefore, very popular for individual,
conversational German
tutorials! The picture was
taken just in front of Hyde
pavilion. The reason my
colours Dolphin is on the
right side of my tracksuit,
unlike the others, whose
Dolphins are on their
left sides, is because my
mother sewed it on the
wrong side by mistake!
Eagle-eyed viewers are
bound to notice!"
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JOHN WINSTONE (N58/62)
John talks here about his latest work within the vast Reece
Winstone Archive of ‘Bristol life as it was’, compiled initially by
his father, beginning in 1957. This latest volume, the 45th in the
series, 'Personal Accounts of the Bristol Blitz' includes first-hand
accounts of the 1940 and 1941 blitz, brought together on the
80th anniversary of the November 1940 air raid on Bristol.
‘Since retirement from professional conservation architecture, I have
turned to making my father's photographic work into a physical
and digital photographic archive as a forerunner to charitable
trust status. After publishing Bristol & Somerset Vanishing Lives
in 2014, the catalogue of a travelling exhibition (volume 44 of a
series), comparing life in Bristol and the county, we have published a
booklet, Personal Accounts of the Bristol Blitz (vol. 45) for this year's
80th anniversary of the raids on Bristol.
This monograph shows the depths of the content of the Archive would that all 100,000 photographs came with written accounts!
Various witnesses, including Reece's own diary accounts, give
contemporary or near-contemporary descriptions of the blitzkrieg.
Events at St Peter's city church, the Colston Hall (now The
Beacon), Clifton Suspension bridge, Redcliffe and elsewhere were
transformative of youthful careers, devastating for households and
those in business alike. For the first time, photographs are closely
matched to the descriptions, as far as possible in real time. In part it
is not an easy read, and the raids are set in the historical context of
the German offensive as it is now understood, with a brief account of

View looking south from Narrow Wine Street, down Church Lane to St Peter's Church. Painted en plein air by CFW Dening, retired architect, in 1942.

the airborne cameras developed by both sides of the conflict.
It is surely a sad comment on our times that reviews of publications
such as this are scant and were more frequent when we enjoyed an
effective local press. For those at King's it is already in the library.’

29th July 1939. ARP Searchlight exercise viewed from south Bristol. Spire
of St Mary Redcliffe, centre.

John’s book can be ordered for £8.30
via reecewinstonearchive@gmail.com. ISBN 978-1-8383149-0-3.
54 pages, 234 x 156mm, including plates.

Robert Worsley (O54/57)
"I was at King’s with Michael Jerram (O53/55), Roger
Gallannaugh (O54/57) and Peter Canning (O53/57), and
we all, at a certain age, were bell ringers. I can remember
wondering at times why the bell had not rung, only to realise
that I should have rung it!
I used to board in a house called Bay Close. This was a house
on the road towards South Brewham. I think we were 5th
formers. There was not space for all Old House boarders to
sleep in the House, so this house, pictured, was used and
we had to ride our bikes out there from Old and be back for
roll call in the morning. This was fine in the summer, but not
much fun in the winter.
From Andrew Leach:
Bay Close is on the eastern edge of the town. It was rented
by King’s as an overflow for boarders after World War II. Jock
Moreton presided. In 1954, Lyon House was opened, and
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Jock took all the boys with him to the new House. Bay Close
was then retained for a short while to take a few boys from
Old House, but it wasn't long before King's stopped using it."
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WINE & Art
A GREAT
COMBINATION
working at a winery in Chile that I met my beautiful wife Javiera
who is also a qualified winemaker.

George Read, (L01/04), has returned to Bruton where his family
roots are. Last October he set up a wine business on the Old Mill
business park just east of St Mary’s church. He has named it The
Cellarhand (www.thecellarhand.co.uk) and would be delighted to
welcome any passing Old Brutonian or current parent to his shop to
view his wares.
“My experience of Kings was split into two parts, outdoors and
indoors. I love sport and most of my enjoyment came from being
out on the rugby pitch or astro-turf. I do think however that my
father would have preferred to spectate at a few more King’s
victories rather than at our regular losses through the course of
the rugby season!
That said, it was a great way of expending some energy and
feeding my competitive nature. Though I clearly still had energy
left over when I returned to the classroom; possibly too much
as some of my teachers discovered! I remember Mr Dawe found
me particularly exasperating, and I found myself outside the
classroom door on numerous occasions. He was an excellent
teacher though, and despite the time I spent out of class, I was
chuffed with the B in French that he helped me achieve.
Since leaving school, I have tried my hand at many things. I
like to think of myself as a bit of a free spirit and always felt it
was interesting to try new experiences, to see different parts
of the world and to meet people from different cultures. With
wine, I found a way to do all of that. I was fortunate enough
to land a job as a cellar hand in Marlborough, New Zealand
where I worked on the front-line with over 100 people from all
around the world making wine! It was an amazing insight into
the industry, and I had such a great experience. It led me on to
undertaking vintages in England, France (twice) and Chile.
I’ve been fortunate enough to have experienced working at
wineries, both big and small, in various countries and regions
around the world, often with different climates, philosophies
and methods. Learning from the people I worked with has
given me a much clearer understanding of wine than I could
ever have got from just reading about it. And it was whilst

Luckily for our children, she is very academic and they can but
hope that they inherit her genes in that department. Javiera
studied Agronomy and specialised in oenology and viticulture at
PUC in Santiago (Pontifical Catholic University of Chile), spending
a further two years at the École Supérieure d'Agriculture
d'Angers in the Loire valley to complete her Masters. I spent a
further few years working for a wine merchant in Bristol which
gave me experience in the commercial side of the business and
provided the opportunity to learn about and taste wines from
regions and parts of the world that I was not familiar with.
Why Bruton? I’m Bruton born and bred and my family have
been here for at least 4 generations. My great grandfather
worked at the local timber yard with the horses and I’m told
he even taught the gentry how to ride. My grandfather was a
plumber and had a shop on the High Street called Read and Son.
My great uncle ´Ted´ Edmundson worked at King’s for many
years under the then Bursar, David Hickley (OB 40/44), who
respected him greatly for his work in maintaining the School and
grounds. My father and mother ran a successful export furniture
business, (MGR), for around forty years from the same building
in which I am now trading. Alongside my family connections,
there is a growing food and drink scene in and around Bruton,
with a number of independent shops on the High Street, so we
felt there was real opportunity and a market for a specialist wine
business here.
The Cellarhand: The business started trading from the shop at
the Old Mill Business Park at the end of October. It was not ideal
timing with the repeated lockdowns disrupting normal shopping
patterns, but we are very grateful that we can remain open and
at least continue to trade, as the government deems wine to be
an essential product – a decision with which we wholeheartedly
agree! My wife and I hand-pick a wide selection of wines from
around the world that we believe represent both great quality
and value. Our selection is largely dominated by the old-world
wines of France, Italy and Spain, but alongside these are some
more unusual discoveries that you might not have tried before.
We’ve assembled a broad spectrum of styles and varieties
accessible at various price points. We also have a small selection
of spirits, ciders and beers from artisanal producers. Some
of these are locally made and we have ambitions for a small
amount of wholesale trade with local establishments in the near
future.
Art also plays a part in our shop and we’re lucky to have some
pieces from the talented artist Giles Penny, who is better known
for his sculptures, including The Man on the Bench, down by the
stepping-stones on the Riverside Walk in Bruton.”
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The work of a Norland Nanny
ALICE CURRY (W06/12)
recently
contributed
some useful home
schooling
tips
for
struggling parents to the
magazine Independent
School Parent. You
might have seen her
article in a recent King’s
Spirit bulletin.
Subsequently, she has
been kind enough to
send us some more
details about her work
and how much she
values and enjoys her
career. The photo shows her in the famous Norland Nanny
uniform.
"Having left King’s in 2012, I went straight on to study at the
prestigious Norland College in Bath. Here I underwent 2 years of
intensive training, gaining both the unique Norland Diploma and
a BA in Early Childhood Studies. During training, you are taught a
variety of topics, both practical and theory based. From skidpan
training, to self-defence, to cooking and learning about child
psychology, you really are taught everything. During my time at
Norland, we were filmed by ITV in our last year, and were featured
on ‘Britain’s Poshest Nannies’.
Since leaving Norland, I have worked worldwide in some amazing
locations. My first job was in Bath, looking after 4 gorgeous

children whom I had met during my training. I stayed with them
for 18 months before moving to London where I looked after 2
children and was with them for just under 2 years. In my current
job, where I have been for nearly 4 years, I look after a boy of
3 and a girl of 5. Our days have definitely been a little different
recently, as we all undergo the task of home schooling! It’s been
wonderful watching both the children grow and develop over the
years, having looked after the youngest from the day he was born.
I have been lucky enough to travel to some incredible places to
work over the years, including Barbados, Dubai, Portugal, France,
and a particular highlight has been working for the Four Seasons
in the Maldives to offer a nanny service for UHNW and VIP clients.
I feel very lucky to be able to call this my job!
I have also undertaken additional training to become a Level 4
Maternity Practitioner, allowing me to work closely with families
and their new-born babies. This enables me to help settle the little
ones into a good routine, help with the feeds and give the parents
up to date advice and support.
As well as being a full-time nanny, I’m also a childcare feature
writer for The Mum Club, giving parents all my top tips, tricks
and advice where I can. I share my daily activities and recipes
on Instagram (@nanny.inspiration.station) to help inspire fellow
nannies and other parents and give them ideas on a daily basis."
Norland was founded in 1892 by pioneer in childcare and
education, Emily Ward. Over the years it has been based at
various locations throughout the United Kingdom and is
currently in Bath. Originally, Norland contained daycare and
boarding facilities for infants alongside the training college for
nannies but is now solely a training institution.
In February 1999, the first male nanny trainee was accepted,
and in 2012 the first male undergraduate was admitted.

Congratulations to Alex Soskin (O99/04) on
successfully completing The Talisker Whisky Atlantic
Challenge 2020, ‘the World’s Toughest Row’.

Last year, Alex wrote to us describing the forthcoming challenges
of rowing 3,000 miles across the Atlantic. He detailed the
extraordinary conditions he was preparing for as well as the
intricate organisation required to help fund the venture and
raise money for charity. The four-man team, ‘Oardacity’, set off in
December 2020 from La Gomera in the Canaries and made it into
Antigua at 4.30 pm on 21st January, having rowed for 40 days, 6
hours and 35 minutes!
This excerpt is from their last blog:
‘Crossing the finish line was a true highlight and one which we
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will carry with us for the rest of our lives. Such a monumental two
years of planning and preparation, climaxing through the ultimate
finish with tears of joy and relief all blending into one!
The overwhelming feeling of success bound tighter by the
camaraderie built between us as a team really hit home at that
moment in time. We set out to push the boundaries of our own
mental health and place ourselves in
situations that can reflect daily hardships for a lot of men, women
and children. We can certainly say that we achieved this; the
unrelenting monotony of ocean rowing and the brutality of Mother
Nature combined, will put any human in their place.
We will continue as best we can to push our charity fundraising to
over £100,000 and we thank you all for the efforts that have been
made so far! You are all heroes in our eyes, to be digging deep in a
time of crisis for those less fortunate than ourselves, is a true mark
of kindness.
Lastly, we have to thank our sponsors and partners for without
them, we would never have been able to achieve rowing 3000 miles
across the Atlantic, raising the money we have, for our charitable
causes.
Should you wish to contribute to their chosen charities, please visit
www.oardacity.com
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John Rees (O39/43)
1925 - 2020
John died peacefully aged 95 on 14th
November 2020 at Highfield House, Castle
Cary.
During his time as a pupil at King’s,
John was Captain of Cricket and Head
of School. After leaving and a period of
service in the Royal Marines, in which he
became Lieutenant, he studied History
at Queen’s, Oxford, before returning
to King’s in 1950 to teach History and
Mathematics.
He was Housemaster of Old House
from 1960-1968. Many will remember the
tribute to him that appeared in last year’s
OBA magazine. The article is also available
to read via this link to the School website:
HfIiVzOg-OBA 2020 Magazine.pdf .
After John left King's in 1968, he
spent two years at St Faith's School
in Cambridge before taking a post
as Director of Studies (teaching both
Mathematics and History) at St Antony's,
Leweston. He then turned to teaching
Mathematics full time at Sherborne Girls’
School, where his second career of 20
years as Head of Mathematics ended at
the age of 74 in 2000.
Much-loved husband of Philippa as well
as a deeply loving father to Jemma, Kate,
Peter, Elizabeth, Jess and Ros and fondly
remembered by his family, former pupils
and all who knew him, John will be greatly
missed.

NOEL HORSFALL
1925-2020
Members of Priory House in the decade
between 1988 and 1998 will be sad to
learn of the death of their Matron, Noël
Horsfall. There was certainly much to
admire about Noël. Those who knew
her will remember her as intelligent and
shrewd, with a doughty manner. Noël was
always plain-speaking with strongly held
views and certainly not one to suffer fools
gladly! But they will also recollect Noël’s
tremendous loyalty, her sense of duty and
care for others, as well as her keen sense
of humour.
These qualities were forged at a young
age when Noël’s faith led her to becoming
a nun. After time spent in a closed order,
Noël sought more active engagement
as a member of a teaching order. She
worked for many years with children from
disadvantaged communities, both in the
UK and overseas. When illness forced
Noël to return home from South America,
she helped establish a community hub for
Latin American émigrés.
After a period of reflection, Noël decided
to formally leave the church to which she
had devoted much of her life and applied
to become Priory’s residential House
Matron. She headed her domestic team

with professionalism, always ensuring the
House and its occupants were shipshape
and orderly. Noël’s insistence on good
manners, tidiness and high standards
was in many ways anathema to the young
adolescents in her charge. However, her
underlying kindness, fairmindedness,
and willingness to do all the small but
significant tasks that befall a house
matron – whether mending clothes,
making travel arrangements, or looking
after those that were ill – inevitably earned
their respect and private admiration.
Although Priory became her home,
Noël used the school holidays to pursue
her love of travel, flying all over the world
to keep up with friends and experience
different cultures. She greatly enjoyed
walking and spotting wildlife. Noël also
maintained a passionate commitment
to various charities, foremost ‘Hope and
Homes’.
She was always pleased to welcome
visitors to her flat in Priory in which she
took great pride. She loved her view
towards St. Mary’s and the Dovecote
across the House garden which she
helped improve, planting roses to cover its
walls with colour and scent.
Following her retirement from King’s,
Noël moved into Sexey’s Hospital and
continued to be a conspicuous member
of the Bruton community for many
years. Though she became increasingly
incapacitated – she was most upset to
have to stop driving - she continued
to receive visitors in her top-floor flat
and was never happier than when she
was dispensing tea, cake, or advice and
offering support to all who dropped in
to see her. And Noël’s encyclopaedic
knowledge meant that those in her social
network always received a phone call to
be wished a cheery “Happy Birthday”. A
true friend, she will be remembered with
affection by many.
After a brief spell in Frome Hospital after
a fall, Noël moved to a care home near
Winchester so that she could be close to
one of her nieces. It was there that she
died in September 2020.
Rob Lowry, Priory Housemaster 1995-2003
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Ena Blazier (Hon OB)
1926 – 2021
Ena first joined King’s in 1971 as Matron
supporting the then Housemaster of
Blackford House, John Norton (Hon
OB). John recalls that Ena had previous
experience of working with young men as
she had been employed in the Welfare
Department of the NAAFI, mostly, we
believe, in Hong Kong.
John Norton stepped down from his
Housemastership in 1984 and was
replaced by John Bennett (Hon OB) who
has penned the following:
‘Sometimes in life it pays to be lucky.
Blackford House was very lucky to have
Ena Blazier as its Matron for so many
years, not only for her efficiency but for
her kindness, friendliness and endearing
modesty. Endlessly considerate herself,
she encouraged others to show
consideration, and in doing so she
provided stability, reassurance and
a calm centre. Perhaps some of this
stemmed from the fact that luck had
played a large part in her own life. First,
as a thirteen year old schoolgirl in 1940,
she had escaped from Guernsey before
the Nazis invaded the Channel Islands to
live out her early years with her family in
Cornwall. Secondly, in the Army after the
Second World War, she was lucky not to
lose her life in the bombing of the King
David Hotel in Jerusalem. I saw a picture
of her in uniform, riding in a jeep outside
the half derelict hotel with a Webley
pistol strapped to her thigh.
She had a rare ability to cope in any
crisis without moving an inch from what
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she considered her duty. In this way, for
those lucky enough to be with her, not
least the boys in her care, things moved
from darkness to soft summer light in
no time at all. She was always polite,
cheerful and well-dressed, whatever the
circumstances, and my abiding memory
of her will be of meeting her accidentally
one afternoon in the summer holidays
at a cafe overlooking the sunlit sea at
Weymouth. I had been playing tennis
with my daughters and had promised
to buy them ice creams afterwards,
when we saw Ena in dark glasses and
an elegant summer print dress, genial
and smiling as always. What fun! Yet,
as Alexandra and Katy never cease to
remind me, I was spotted tucking in my
tennis shirt and adjusting my socks. It
was at that point I understood why the
boys had so much respect for her as well
as affection. She will be greatly missed."
Ena continued as Matron for John until
1997 when she stepped down after a
total of 26 years’ service as Blackford
Matron. She then took up residence in
Sexey’s Hospital in Bruton, remaining
there until her death. A former friend
remembers her as ‘always well-groomed
and dressed, hair upswept and backcombed, impeccably and fashionably
dressed. When physically able, she was
kind, supportive and helpful to sick
neighbours’.
(It is said that in the early days of her
King’s career, the boys of Blackford House
were heard to refer to Ena as “Miss Dior”!)

MICHAEL COTTERELL
1930-2020
The sad news of the death of Mike
Cotterell at the age of 90 came just

before Christmas 2020. Many OBs who
were at King’s between 1965 and 1986
and had dealings with him, especially as
a concerned Housemaster of Old House
and a sympathetic teacher of Physics, will
remember him with fondness.
Mike arrived in Bruton in 1965. He
had been educated at Bradfield and
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, before
undertaking Military Service in the Royal
Engineers (during which he suffered the
motor-cycle accident which cost him a
leg). Mike then did his teaching training
at Bristol, and this included teaching
practice at Marlborough. He then taught
at Merchant Taylor’s, Northwood and St.
Bees in Cumbria before being appointed
by Roy Davey to teach Physics at King’s.
Just three years later Mike was offered
the post of Housemaster of Old House
in succession to John Rees, and he,
together with his wife, Pippa, and their
three young children – Henrietta, Caroline
and Peter – remained in Old House from
1968 to 1978. As Hubert Doggart wrote
when Mike retired, ‘The years that the
Cotterells spent in Old House coincided
with probably the most difficult decade
in boarding schools in the 20th century.
There was no doubting the problems,
nor the sympathetic way in which they
tackled them nor the loyalty and love they
inspired. The diversity of gifts worked well
– head and heart, velvet glove and iron
fist, boys treated as responsible people
and sooner or later becoming responsible
because they are treated as such.
‘During his years at King’s, Mike made a
very distinctive contribution in many areas
of School. He was a sympathetic teacher
of Physics and other subjects, including
Religious Knowledge. His extra-curricular
activities were legion and reflected both
his courage and determination that his
disability – which paradoxically, became
a strength rather than a weakness –
should in no way impede his contribution.
He ran the Sailing Club, and many OBs
will remember happy hours spent at
Shearwater on the Longleat Estate as
well as excursions across the Channel to
Northern France and the Channel Islands.
He organised the Social Service groups;
joined the Choral Society; and administered
skilfully the important festivals in the
Church – ‘Corpus’, Confirmation and the
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Carol Service – as well as the Presentation
of Governors’ Prizes.’
In 1978, Mike and Pippa moved into 42
High Street and, subsequently, into the
Pottery beside the river opposite St Mary’s
Church. They also took over Wellesley
House for a time soon after it opened as a
6th Form girls House in 1985.
Mike and Pippa also played a full part in
the life of the parish, especially after Mike
retired. Mike’s sense of service drew him to
the local community. He was a Lay Reader,
a member of the Diocesan Synod, and
an intrepid organiser of holiday camps,
based on Christian ideals. Pippa fell ill some
time before Mike took early retirement in
1986 – she suffered from cancer – and it
was distressing for all to see her decline.
Following her death in 1989, Mike, in due
course, remarried and moved away to
Colwyn Bay in North Wales.
For most of the last thirty years, Mike
kept in touch with his many Bruton friends,
journeying south almost every year to
visit them, until increasing frailty made
such ventures too difficult. He eventually
became confined to a wheelchair, and
spent his final days in a care home, where
he died. His last contact with the OBA was
on 16th December, two days before he
died, when he wrote a warm email, closing
with ‘With best wishes to all at Bruton,
especially any who may remember me.
Enjoy your time there in what sounds to
now be a very upmarket town. Floreat
Brutonia. A happy Christmas to all.’
Obituary compiled from several sources
by Andrew Leach

Jim Vigar (Plox 40/44, O44/48)
1931 – 2020
James Vigar, (always known as Jim), joined
the Junior School, Plox, in 1940 moving
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up to Old House in 1944. Although he
did not excel academically, he was a
keen participant in all the main sports,
was an athlete and also a member of the
Boxing Team. Jim also joined the School
Air Cadet Corps and this proved to be the
forerunner of his lifetime career.
Leaving King’s in 1948, he joined
the Royal Air Force and was almost
immediately shipped off to Southern
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) for his flying training.
Upon obtaining his Wings, like all those
who had made the grade, he was created
Sergeant Pilot before returning to the UK.
He was then posted to No.45 Squadron
in Singapore, flying Hornets operationally
against the communist insurgency in
Malaya, sometimes flying several groundsupport sorties in a day. This was followed
in 1953 by a return to the UK and
conversion onto flying jet fighters and a
posting to No.41 Squadron at Biggin Hill,
flying Hunters as part of the UK’s aerial
defence during the height of the Cold War.
During this period, he married his wife,
Biddy, and in 1956 he was commissioned
as a Pilot Officer.
Jim was an exceptional pilot and this
was demonstrated on his first night flight
in a Hunter when, shortly after take-off,
he experienced a total loss of hydraulic
power, a potentially catastrophic situation.
Flying a modern jet fighter without
hydraulics requires enormous strength
and skill to operate the very heavy
controls, to say nothing of lowering the
undercarriage. Jim was advised to fly out to
sea and eject but he voluntarily opted to
land the plane rather than lose a valuable
aircraft. This he did without mishap and
received a Green Endorsement, a muchcoveted commendation, from the AOC of
11 Group.
In fact, Jim later received another
‘commendation’. In 1956 he and his No.2
Wingman were sitting in their Hunters
on the runway, waiting to take-off, when
another Hunter crashed about half a
mile beyond the airfield. Jim immediately
reported this over the R/T, they switched
off their engines and ran towards the
crash site. To get there entailed swimming
100 yards across the River Pill in full
flying kit! They arrived well before the full
rescue team on its way by helicopter.
Unfortunately, their valiant efforts were

to no avail but in recognition they both
received a commendation from the
Squadron Commander and the Station
Commander.
In 1959, Jim switched to Transport
Command. He flew the D.H. Comet for
several years, taking RAF personnel to
many parts of the world, but, having been
promoted to Squadron Leader and with
the prospect of having to take a desk job,
he resigned his commission and left the
RAF. His first civil aviation job was with Aer
Lingus, which meant a move over to Ireland
with his family. Following this he joined
the Rank Organisation, setting up their
Executive Jet Wing, and he continued with
this until the company closed down in 1974.
Jim continued to fly however, this time for
a Sheikh in Kuwait and with the added
bonus that his wife Biddy could join him,
flying as his air stewardess. Back in the UK
he continued to fly executive jets for Trust
House Forte for some years until a hostile
take-over by Granada. From then until his
retirement, he became a freelance pilot.
Amongst Jim’s hobbies, unsurprisingly,
was flying his own private plane, first a
shared Piper Cub and then an American
Maule. Sadly, his retirement was hugely
affected by his wife’s long illness with
Parkinson’s disease and her eventual
death in 2008. The strain of nursing her
took its toll on Jim and unfortunately the
last few years rendered him immobile. He
died on the 19th December 2020.
Chris Rhys-Jones (O45/49)

Fred Davies
1933 -2020
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Fred Davies joined King’s from Millfield in
1967 to become the Head of the Physics
Department. Being very practical, he
was soon able to inspire his students
with his ability to relate his considerable
knowledge of physics to everyday
situations. His laboratories were always
well organised, with the equipment, often
designed and built on a tight budget by
Fred himself, neatly stored in wooden
trays ready to be pulled off the shelf in an
instant for the next lesson.
He was resourceful, inventive and selfsufficient.
As an example of his resourcefulness,
I remember the occasion when, with my
car receiving a service, I asked Fred for a
lift to Bruton on his way to work. Imagine
my surprise and consternation when I
climbed into the back seat to see Simon,
Fred’s son, pouring petrol into a funnel
which was attached to a length of rubber
tubing disappearing under the dashboard!
This was Fred’s answer to a faulty fuel
pump and, to his credit, we all sailed over
Creech Hill and arrived at school on time.
Fred was a good friend to all, always
ready to be supportive and helpful to
those in need.
Richard Weston’s article, written for the
Dolphin on Fred’s retirement in 1990, cleverly
describes Fred’s enormous contribution to life
at King’s and parts of it are included at the
end of this report.
After his retirement, Fred was able to
spend more time with his large family
which latterly consisted of eight children,
twenty-eight grandchildren and seventeen
great grandchildren! Despite the demands
of such a large family, he still found time
to do a number of ‘odd jobs’ for friends
and neighbours such as renovating their
gardens using his building skills and even
delivering eggs.
Unfortunately, a persistent health
problem forced him to give up his caving
explorations but he remained a keen
cyclist, enjoying several cycling trips to
France including crossing the Pyrenees
with Andy, his wife and other members
of his family. More recently, he bought an
old barn in Normandy which he renovated
and extended so that he and other
members of his family could spend time
together in France.
Fred will be greatly missed by his family
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and remembered fondly by his pupils and
his many friends.
Roger Lowe
Richard Weston started by alluding to the
high regard in which Fred was held by
his pupils, ‘The weak were encouraged
and the able challenged. Scientifically his
authority was beyond question and in
the spirit of innovation he pioneered the
teaching of micro-electronics at King’s,
often making the equipment rather than
buying it. Immensely practical, Fred could
always tell you how to do a job and indeed
would give freely of his time in help as well
as obtaining materials for a song. One
colleague remarked that “if you had to be
marooned on a desert island with a man,
then Fred’s the one to take if you want to
survive and get away!” Furthermore, he
was something of a Renaissance Man.
A founder and regular member of the
Headmaster’s Essay Society, he put his
views cogently, provoking lively discussion
and in his contributions to the communal
Times crossword in the Common Room he
displayed an encyclopaedic knowledge on
an amazing range of topics.
Very much an outdoors pursuits person
he shared a love of caving with both
pupils and staff and was a member of the
Mendip Cave Rescue Service. He was also
for many years in charge of Cross-Country
running at King’s, devising many local runs
through sticky ploughed fields and ankledeep slurry, negotiating skilfully with local
farmers in order to avoid disturbance of
livestock and crops. His popular ‘Mendip
Run’ incorporated rapid descents of steep
scree slopes, wading through freezing
torrents and plunging knee-deep into
peat bog! Readers may remember the
annual Industrial Conference for Lower
Sixth Formers held at King’s with invited
industrialists as well as pupils from Sexey’s
School and Sunny Hill. On the social front,
Fred loved to organise get-togethers in the
local pubs: skittle evenings versus Sunny
Hill and Sexey’s in The Sun as well as
frequent Science Department meetings in
The Castle. And he will be remembered for
an exceptional achievement at a party at
Park Wall in 1971 when he managed to get
the Headmaster’s wife walking across the
floor on beer cans!’.

John Norman Hudson (N48/52)
1934-2021
John was born in Bournemouth but grew
up in Bridport, Dorset. Although he spent
most of his adult life away from Dorset,
he remained very attached to Dorset life
through his family who all remained in
the county. John’s school years at King’s
started when his prep school, Eddington
House, relocated from Herne Bay to Bruton
during the war. Thereafter John became a
member of New House for the remainder
of his school days. John was recognised on
the sports field and a particular strength
was his endurance which he demonstrated
by cycling from Land’s End to John o’
Groats, twice. He played hockey for the
county and was passionate about cricket.
His affection for King’s remained with him
in later life and he regularly kept up with
the School news and was in touch with his
friends through the Old Brutonian network.
He attended all lunches and he travelled
to Wales every year, fishing with his OB
friends.
John’s levels of endurance and fortitude
meant that he felt able to sit his legal
exams twice in quick succession, having
failed the first time round, whilst working
with solicitors Lock Reed and Lock in
Dorchester. During this time he met his
future wife, Serena, and eventually moved
to London to join Eatons, solicitors in Fleet
Street. When this firm subsequently split,
John relocated the firm to south London
where he built a successful practice
specialising in conveyancing and some
litigation work. Through his time at Eatons,
John was recognised as an exceptionally
strong client-led lawyer who built up
secure relationships which he steadfastly
and conscientiously maintained. His skills
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extended to his work on mediation and
arbitration, clearly demonstrated by the
loyalties of both his clients and employees
as well as his personal friends.
John was an exceptionally kind and
fair man who always listened to other
people’s opinions. Later in life he regularly
helped those less fortunate than himself
by volunteering for Macmillan Cancer
Support. Sadly, he was plagued by almost
continuous ill health for the last 20 years of
his life but he showed steely determination
to carry on and never complained.
He will be much missed by all who knew
him, his wife Serena and children, Nick,
and Sam.
Obituary provided by his son, Nick.

SIMON TYRRELL (N64/69)
1951 – 2021

JOHN IRVING (L59/63)
1946 – 2020
After leaving King’s, John trained as a
mechanical engineer and went on to run
tea and food factories, including the family
firm of Brash Brothers Tea Ltd in which
he became a company director. Before
retiring he spent a few years as a civil
servant in Glasgow. He and his wife Valerie
then moved to spend the last 12 years or
so living in France. Valerie adds: ‘Not long
before his death it was lovely to receive
the copy of THE OLD BRUTONIAN in which
there was the article by Nick Gooding
about the school skiing trip in 1963. John
went on that trip and was in the photo.
It brought back memories of the trip and
of the winter of 1963 at the school. He
remembered both Nick Gooding and
Michael Roberts. John was very proud of
having been to King’s and was pleased
to be able to go to the lunch at Lambeth
Palace in 2018’.

Simon joined King’s from Hazlegrove,
which he had attended from 1959-64.
At Hazlegrove, Simon showed himself
to be a keen and talented sportsman,
representing the school in all the sports
teams during his time there.
At King’s, Simon continued to enjoy
sports and was selected for the rugby,
hockey and cricket teams, all of which he
also captained. Hockey was his favourite
sport which he continued to play later at
university, where he earned his hockey
colours.
Simon went to Imperial College, London,
after leaving King's and gained a BSc in
Mining Engineering. His choice for mining
engineering was to shape his life, for it
was during one of the practical training
periods in the town of Andorra, in Teruel
province, that he met his future wife Rafa.
After a short period working for the Coal
Board, Simon and Rafa, now married,
opted for the Spanish life and sunshine
and left Mansfield to set up home in
Andorra.
Based in Andorra, Simon was employed
by the Teruel Power Plant of Endesa S.A.
for the major part of his working life until
he was able to take early retirement in
2002. He also taught English part-time to
many of the inhabitants of Andorra. In his
retirement he was always full of energy,
busy with his numerous hobbies and
interests, including hiking, climbing, cycling
and running. He made many trips to the

Pyrenees, but soon started looking further
afield, planning a hiking tour of Patagonia.
Unfortunately, he had to cancel this plan
when his wife Rafa fell ill with cancer and
then sadly died in 2013.
The following year, he did get to go to
Patagonia and I decided to join him on
the trip. It was an overland tour starting in
Santiago, Chile, travelling by bus south to
Ushuaia and then back north to Buenos
Aires. This was Simon absolutely in his
element, at one with the country, the
scenery, hiking and the people, with whom
he was able to communicate so fluently in
Spanish. We promptly appointed him our
official guide and translator!
Simon loved Patagonia and returned
there at Christmas 2019 for a second
visit, not knowing then that this would be
for the last time. Soon after returning
to Spain, first symptoms of illness began
to appear and in April 2020 Simon
was diagnosed with paranasal cancer.
He was treated with radiotherapy and
chemotherapy, but these treatments did
not prove effective and he sadly died on
7th March 2021, aged 69.
Simon is survived by his second wife,
Sara, who he married in 2020, and his two
sons, James and Edward, from his first
marriage, who are now living in Taunton
and Bristol.
John Tyrrell (N62/67)

RICHARD MYLES TAYLOR (O57/61)
1944 – 2020
Richard Sullivan, (N58/62), has written in
with his eulogy for Richard Taylor in which
he emphasizes Richard’s much valued work
for the OBA. RT is pictured above holding the
Victor Ludorum Cup outside Old House.
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Richard was born in Kingston, Jamaica in
1944. The family returned to the UK and
he attended Hazlegrove before moving
on to King’s in 1957. On leaving school
he entered the Wine Trade, joining GF
Grant &Co (Chateaux) Ltd, selling the finest
Chateau bottled claret and rare Vintage
Port. He learnt his trade in Bordeaux,
including a period of study of oenology
at the university and thereafter spent
over 20 years in executive positions with
a number of London’s prestigious wine
merchants. In 1974 he became Chairman
of the Champagne Academy and then in
the late 80s, he and his wife Alice branched
out to form a company importing fine
delicatessen products from Spain, always
keeping in touch with the Fine Wine
Trade as broker and adviser. In 2001, the
Managing Director of Croft offered Richard
and Alice the opportunity of marketing
Dixon’s Double Diamond Tawny Port (no,
not the beer!) for Morgan Bros. This port
was to be much enjoyed at the London
Lunches, by Old Brutonians responding
to toasts after the speeches, and well
beyond.
Ricky Taylor had a lifelong affection
and loyalty to King’s, of which he had
many happy memories. A major sporting
achievement of which he much enjoyed
being reminded in later life, was his
triumph in Athletics, winning the Victor
Ludorum Cup in 1961. His last throw in
the javelin beat the much-fancied Paddy
Hillyard, a triple colours holder and
outstanding rugby player who played for
Bath 1st XV, aged 18.
This attachment to the School was later
to manifest itself in his, and indeed his wife
Alice’s major contribution in developing
the OBA London Lunch. The event had
been floundering for some time and
over a 5-year period a small group of OB
friends working and living in London and
with contacts in the City worked to raise
the bar of the Lunch to a level and style
not attempted before. Ricky and Alice
played a major part in the administration
and the fulfilment of this dream now the
very popular flagship event of the Old
Brutonian Association year.
The venue for the lunch moved from a
wine bar to a Livery Hall for the first time
in 1997, and for the following two years, at
the invitation of the late Michael Harvey,
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(N/P41/45), Master of the Wax Chandlers
Company, to Wax Chandlers’ Hall. The
word spread and more and more OBs
applied for tickets each year and having
outgrown Wax Chandlers’ Hall, over the
next 5 years the Taylors helped organise
the London Lunch at Armourers’ Hall,
Painters’ Hall, Ironmongers’ Hall and
Girdlers’ Hall. Each year, the event became
bigger and better. HRH the Countess of
Wessex was the Guest of Honour at the
2004 London Lunch, hosted by her father,
Christopher Rhys-Jones, President at the
time. Numbers attending rose from 12 at
the Wine Bar in 1996 to just under 200 at
Ironmongers’ Hall in 2003, and the same
format continues to this day. Much of this
was due to Richard’s dedication wanting
to put something back into the School
which he had so happily attended in his
formative years.
In later life, the Taylors sold their London
house in Battersea and in 2005 they
moved into Mimosa Cottage in Bigbury,
near Modbury, overlooking the sea in
South Devon. They settled very happily into
village life as popular and generous hosts
and Richard, an epicurean in every sense
of the word, delighted in the preparation
and cooking of fine food to match the fine
wines, which he produced from his cellar.
Guests also enjoyed his brief but expert
description of each wine served.
Richard attended his last OBA event
in January 2019 when the Headmaster
hosted a lunch for 81 “senior” Old Boys
at Lambeth Palace. Ricky had a tear in
his eye as it concluded with the School
Song, performed with much gusto by
Old Brutonians, who had, in their day,
to learn and publicly recite it, in the first
week of their first term, and never forgot
it. It is now a much-anticipated part of the
programme late on at the London Lunch
each year. That was the last time Robert
Willy (L58/61) and Robert Berry (P58/60)
and other friends from Hazlegrove and
King’s saw him. “Floreat Brutonia”.
Richard married Alice in 1988. She
survives him as do two daughters from
his previous marriage, Sophie and Natalie,
who flew back from Australia for his
funeral, and four grandchildren.
Richard led a full life, well lived, and will be
much missed.

GUY BAGNALL (Plox 47/49, N49/53)
1935-2021
Guy first boarded in Plox and then in New
House under Donald Richardson. He was
later to become Head of House and Head
Boy. Robert South was his inspirational
piano teacher and Guy became an
accomplished player, taking lessons and
learning new works almost to the end.
The Countess of Suffolk got him to play
the organ at her private chapel and 10
shillings a week made him the richest boy
in the school! He learned the violin and
viola with Madame Simeon (there were to
be string quintets in retirement) and sang
“Little Buttercup” in a production of HMS
Pinafore; “a lovely contralto voice and fine
dramatic skills” writes someone who was
there. Music ‘O’ level posed problems:
Guy was faced with the instruction “get
a teacher to play over the following tune
and comment on it.” Guy was the only boy
taking this exam in a large, crowded hall
with no piano in sight, so he hummed it to
himself and made a suitable commentary.
There was however another problem, as
the Labour government had decreed that
no one under 16 was to sit an ‘O’ level.
All his papers were duly torn up and put
in the wastepaper basket! So much for
education and politics.
Guy won a place at Downing College,
Cambridge, to read Mechanical Sciences
but had to do National Service before
going up in 1956. He spent two years
with the Royal Signals in Germany on the
border with Holland, in charge of transport
along with his radio work listening to the
Russians. He was asked by the Colonel to
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teach his sergeants ‘O’ Level maths. They
turned in enormous amounts of prep,
very eager to pass and get promotion and
a pay rise! Guy’s aptitude for teaching was
already apparent for they all passed.
Up at Downing, Guy played tennis and
hockey for the college and made many
friends across colleges and subjects. Not
sure whether he wanted a career in Civil
Engineering, he stayed on to do a Dip.
Ed. That year,1959, singing in a concert
of Bach Cantatas, he met one Jenny
Davey, elder daughter of Roy, the then
Headmaster of King’s, succeeding Geoffrey
Sale. She was playing in the orchestra.
They married in 1963 at St. Mary’s, Bruton,
Jenny straight out of Oxford reading
History like her father and Guy then
teaching Physics at Harrow School. By
this time, Guy’s father, Walter Bagnall, was
Chairman of the Friends of King’s, Bruton.
There followed a long and distinguished
teaching career both at Harrow and
through Guy’s close involvement with
the British and International Physics
Olympiads. Colleagues and pupils alike
have spoken of his inspirational teaching,
endless enthusiasm and his interest
in the lives and work of those around
him, whatever their disciplines, age or
nationality. Quite a character, with a
marvellously quick wit, totally unstuffy, he
was by nature kind, generous and selfeffacing. He often quoted words written
by one of his heroes, Isaac Newton:
“To myself, I am only a child playing on
the beach whilst vast oceans of truth
lie undiscovered before me.” Always
seeking truth of many kinds, Guy did
a great deal to foster Physics teaching
nationally, working through the Olympiad
Committee with the Universities of
Cambridge and Oxford, and the Institute
of Physics. He contributed hugely to the
drawing up of the international syllabus
and the constitutions of the Olympiad
organisations. Guy thoroughly enjoyed
taking the British team to compete in a
different country each year and helped
run the International Olympiad in Harrow
in 1986 – a mammoth task – and at
Leicester University in 2000. His last
competition abroad as a leader was in
2010, thirteen years after his retirement
from Harrow in 1997. He was convinced
of the importance of able young physicists

and their teachers meeting in this way,
making lasting friendships and promoting
international cooperation. For all this he
was honoured by the World Federation
of Physics Competitions in 2014 at the
International Olympiad in Kazakhstan.
In retirement in Dorset, where they were
both born, Guy and Jenny continued to
enjoy sailing, skiing, tennis and travel,
especially to the Himalayas where they
last went trekking in 2012 to the remote
kingdom of Lo Monthang, Guy now aged
76. A year later the whole family of ten
went cross-country skiing in Finland to
celebrate Jenny’s 70th birthday. The
travel bug continues to flourish! Ever
the inspirer, Guy passed on his passion
for Physics and music to their two
children, Edward and Kate, and their four
grandchildren—although some of them
preferred History!
Jenny and Guy continued to play and
sing Bach Cantatas with the Dorset Bach
Cantata Club, and though Guy was never
a real organist he played for many of the
local churches, and even after a stroke in
2018 he was playing the piano with his
left hand. He died peacefully at home on
February 20th, 2021 and his funeral was
in their local parish church of St. Peter’s,
West Knighton, full of wonderful music
and readings. Bach and Newton, Winnie
the Pooh and St. Paul, Chopin and Donne
summed Guy up well. Like his life, his
funeral was an inspiration.
Obituary kindly supplied by Guy’s wife, Jenny.
David Hindley adds that Walter, Guy’s father,
was the founder of the Friends of King’s, and
Mrs Bagnall, Walter’s wife, funded the first
red gowns for the Chapel choir.

CYNTHIA LINNEY
Died 2020
When I joined King’s in September 1979 as
Head of Mathematics, Cynthia was already
established, albeit part-time, as a valued
member of the department. She had
come to King’s, with her hus-band Stewart
on his appointment as Head of History,
in 1970, they having previously met and
taught together at Sidcot School, near
Cheddar.
At that time, the Maths department

was not a particularly strong one, with
just one set of nine pupils studying the
subject to A-Level. I soon realised that
Cynthia would be a hugely valuable ally
in the growing and strengthening of the
department. She had a reputation as
an outstanding classroom teacher and
one who demanded high standards of
all those she taught. I nearly wrote ‘a
fearsome reputation’, but that would
be to do her an injustice; while certainly
standing no nonsense, she also possessed
a lovely, mischievous, sense of humour
and inspired great loyalty in her pupils.
Within four or five years, there was a
second A-Level set and Cynthia was a
pioneer in making a success of it. Her
outstanding O-Level results (yes, it was
not yet GCSE!) contributed to encouraging more to take the subject further, and
with notable success. The coming of GCSE
was not viewed favourably in the Linney
household and Stewart felt ready to take
early retirement in 1987, so Cynthia who was in any case a year or two older
- retired with him, and they soon moved
away from Bruton.
It was really only a few years ago,
when Stewart died, that I renewed her
acquaintance when I represented King’s
at his funeral in Surrey. Jan and I were
both honoured, particularly in the era of
Covid, to be invited by their son John and
daughter Sara, to attend Cynthia’s funeral
in September at the same crematorium.
It was a lovely service, including a very
effective photo-sequence of the 93 years
of her life paying a moving tribute to her
as a mother and grandmother.
Colin Juneman (Hon OB)
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ALUMNI SURVEY SUMMARY 2020
83% OF OLD BRUTONIANS RESPONDING ARE PROUD
TO HAVE ATTENDED KING'S BRUTON
Last October, Headmaster Ian Wilmshurst wrote to all Old Brutonians for whom an email address was available, asking
them to complete and return an on-line survey. Feedback was requested following the success of King’s 500th Anniversary
year, but also in the light of the many challenges of 2020 and was intended to enable consideration and continued
improvement of the School’s relationship with Old Brutonians.
The questionnaire was anonymous and was analysed independently.
Results based on over 600 responses were made available in January. Ian Wilmshurst had this to say: The survey response rate was
a very pleasing 34%, with a well-balanced spread of replies from across the decades of Old Brutonian leavers. We are delighted with
this response and understand that this compares very favourably with other similar schools. Your input and comments are highly
valuable and will enable us to shape our alumni relations and fundraising activities from a place of knowledge relating to what you
care about.
The responses convey a clear sense of the importance of maintaining the heritage of the School. Old Brutonians welcomed the
various mediums of communication and many expressed a keenness to help support the School. Feedback will be sought more
regularly in the future but in the meantime, below are listed some of the key findings from this first survey.

The value of a King's Bruton education:

There is a strong sense of pride and lifelong impact on the personal lives of alumni when they reflect on their time at King's Bruton.
Most alumni agree that they are proud to have attended King's Bruton (83%) and that their education has had a lifelong impact
(82%). Almost two-thirds of alumni feel King's Bruton played an important role in their personal development.

Connection to King's Bruton and Hazlegrove

The level of the connection to King's Bruton is generally stable across all decades at around 5.5 (on a scale of 1-10), with the older
generations feeling a slightly higher sense of connection.
Most alumni of Hazlegrove from all decades expressed very fond memories of their time there.

King's Bruton Values and School Aims

When asked to describe the School today, a number of key themes emerged from the responses.
20% of respondents described the School as progressive and modern.
19% of respondents described the School as successful and thriving.
13% of respondents feel that the School provides a happy, friendly and vibrant community.
Just over half (56%) of alumni are aware of all of King's Bruton’s aims.
About 70% of all respondents feel that the School achieves the following two aims well or very well:
Develop the School’s warm and supportive boarding community, with a comprehensive education valuing all pupils as individuals.
To aim for excellence in the fields of sport and the performing arts.
By contrast only 48% feel that the School achieved the following aim well or very well:
Ensure, resources permitting, access to a King's Bruton education and facilities are as open as possible to the wider community.

Communications

The annual OBA magazine is of most interest to alumni, with 96% very interested or possibly interested in it. This is followed by the
termly alumni news and communications from the Headmaster.
Careers related communications and events are of most interest to recent leavers (2000 onwards).
Social media usage is relatively low overall (but reflects strong interest among more recent leavers) with printed publications of the
Old Brutonian Magazine being read by 90% of the respondents.

Fundraising

Almost all alumni think fundraising is important to help maintain the School’s historic buildings (95%) and to support bursary funding
to maintain and widen access to the School (87%).
A third of alumni at some point might consider making a one-off charitable donation to King's Bruton.

AN IDEA FOR AN UNUSUAL PRESENT
If you’re looking for a present for a special anniversary, why not contact former Blackford Housemaster from
2001-2011, Charles Oulton (Hon OB) who has set up a company publishing customers’ life stories in the form
of a coffee table book. The books range from 64 pages with 20,000 words and 150 photographs to 120 pages
with 38,000 words and 235 photographs. Charles interviews the subjects of the book, or the giver of the
present about the subjects (depending on whether it’s a surprise), scans the photographs, writes the narrative,
then designs and produces the book. You can contact him at info@biographia.co.uk (mobile: 07401 058521).
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King's donation of laptops
Early in 2021 during Lockdown, King’s made some important contributions of
help to both the local community and to Old Brutonians.
In January, King’s donated 21 Chromebooks to Bruton Primary
School and Upton Noble Primary School. Contact was made to
the Executive Headteacher, Mrs Rachael Bisset, and she explained
that they wanted to move to live lessons, and Chromebooks
would allow this to happen. King’s had originally purchased the 21
Chromebooks to support King’s pupils, but as all pupils have their
own devices, the Chromebooks were no longer required and it
made sense to offer them to local Primary Schools.
Headmaster, Ian Wilmshurst stated: "I am delighted that King’s,
Bruton is able to donate 21 Chromebooks to Bruton Primary
School today. I am grateful for the work the King’s IT Department
has undertaken to prepare the Chromebooks for immediate use
by the primary school children, and I know that all the devices will
go to a good home and to good use during Lockdown and beyond."
Alex in our King's IT Department said: "It’s absolutely fantastic to
breathe new life into these devices and get them into the hands
of pupils who need them, allowing them to continue with their
education. Due to the flexibility of Google Suite for Education, we
have been able to quickly and easily prepare these devices for use.
We are proud to be able to support the local community, especially
at this uncertain time."

Rachael, the Executive Headteacher messaged King’s saying:
"I cannot thank you all enough, I know that they will make such a
difference to some of my pupils".

Readers of the King’s Spirit
bulletins may be aware of this
recent initiative taken by King’s as
it engages in supporting attempts
to counter the negative effects of
enforced isolation. Alison Grant,
Deputy Head, has this to say:
During this period of coronavirus, when it is
impossible for Community Service pupils to visit the
elderly, some of King’s Bruton Sixth Form are very
keen to link up with our Old Brutonian community.
Instead of visits to local elderly residents in Bruton
which have been stopped at the moment, they
would very much like to telephone Old Brutonians.
Some pupils are keen to be involved in this
telephone link because they enjoy hearing about
the school’s past; others, who want to go into a
caring profession such as medicine or nursing,
need to demonstrate empathy and a good bedside
manner in their future applications and other pupils
simply enjoy a good chat. It is important for their
self-esteem and they want to be helpful, despite the
constraints of the virus.
Therefore, if there are any elderly Old Brutonians
who would like a regular telephone chat with our
current Sixth Form, please do get in touch with us at
kingsspirit@kingsbruton.com
Alison Grant

A royal 'thank you' reminding us of the momentous events of Summer 2019
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Henry Pinney (N50/55)
Henry has kindly provided some
striking recollections and photos
centred on the old swimming
pool and on the ever-present
threat of flooding of the Brue in
the early 50s.
At the start of each Summer
term, it was necessary to drain
the pool. This necessitated a
paddle in the Brue to locate
the outlet pipe hidden in
the overgrown banking and,
once located, unbolting and
releasing a four- inch diameter
wooden bung which had
remained soaking wet for
twelve months. This required a lot of persuasion plus an array of
tools or ‘persuader’ implements, and the spanner, to release the
high-pressure contents of a 25-yard pool. The final outcome was
that most volunteers received a good soaking, most probably
some of the implements failed to be salvaged, plus, those
volunteers learnt that ‘You. You ---’ was a dangerous command in
their future years of National Service.
Once emptied, the pool needed to be cleared of silt. Amongst the
rumours circulating at that time were: [1] our pool filtered water

Wading from Priory House

Lower Backway

to improve the River Brue, [2] there was insufficient pressure to fill
from the mains supply without draining the whole town, [3] there
was a pipe connecting ‘to warmer’ water from above and beyond
the sawmills. I cannot vouch for the latter, it always felt d--- cold,
as did all the dorms in New House during winter.
Please bear in mind that the text is written from memories of over 70
years ago, a time when there were only three Boarding Houses, Plox
housing staff, the Headmaster’s house [occupied by Geoffrey Sale]
and a sanatorium on Hyde ruled over by an ex-Royal Navy Sister.
For those wondering where or what the sawmills were, they
occupied a large area at the bottom of ‘Droppers’ (Dropping Lane),
below the station entrance and before the bend towards the road
bridge. Timber was transported as very large diameter trunks
on a specially designed trailer and winched in by an old ex-army
Thornicroft tractor unit.
Frequent flooding from the River Brue, especially after a Wincanton
race day, in the section along the church wall to the bridge,
invariably caught some drivers out. Luckily, certain public-spirited
people were on hand to provide a rescue service. Providing it had
been a very rewarding day for the driver, a reward was offered to
compensate those doing the wading in cold muddy water!!!
A few photographs of an angry Brue in 1954 before work was
undertaken to hopefully eliminate future flooding.

Punt building and testing

The raging Brue in full spate

BASIL WRIGHT REMEMBERED
Twenty-six years separate these two
photographs. The first shows a small
group who met at Sherborne Golf Club
in 1995 to see three trees, newly-planted
in memory of Basil Wright, OB, who died
in 1994. On the left is Geoffrey Marsland,
Oxford University cricketer, Eton Master,
keen club member and a good friend of
Basil; he stands next to Basil’s sister, Joan
Stamp, with Peter, her husband, behind;
and Sallie and John Vallins (Staff 1956 to
1965) on the right.
The second photograph was taken on
a chill, misty day in early March this
year when John and Sallie walked over
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the closed golf course during what will
hopefully be the last Covid lockdown.
John and Sallie are standing in front of
Basil’s trees, now grown tall and forming
a prominent landmark, not far from the

clubhouse. Between John and Sallie there
is a simple plaque that reads – Basil
Wright 1924 – 1994
Item and photographs submitted by
Andrew Leach.
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BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS

GRAY, PAUL (P/A00/04) and GRAY,
TORI (VICTORIA) NEE SIMMONS
(W02/04) would like to announce the
birth of their daughter Sophia Louise
St Clare Gray, born 27th December
2020 at the Bath Royal United Hospital.
Sophie is a little sister to Rupert
Christopher St Clare Gray, born 29th
June 2018.

HARVEY, TOM (B08/13) to Sarah
Crawford, 7th August 2020. Current
plans are to marry in July 2021.
PORTER, RUPERT (O08/13) became
engaged to Olivia on 1st January 2021.
They are hoping for a summer 2022
wedding.

DOBIE, CHRIS (B99/04) married Elitsa
Stoycheva, at East Ham Town Hall on
17th July 2020. They had planned to
have a larger ceremony in Bulgaria
(Eli’s home country) but due to COVID
had to cancel their plans. The couple
have since moved to Reigate in
Surrey to be closer to Gatwick Airport
where Chris is a captain for EasyJet.
Eli is working from home as a project
manager for HSBC.

Weddings

HOLDER, SUKEY (NEE FENWICK),
(A/P03-08) and Harry have a son
Theodore Stanley Holder, born at
the Royal United Hospital, Bath, 20th
March 2021.
WILSON-BROWN, JOSH (N05/10) and
WILSON-BROWN, REBECCA née
DOCHERTY (P05/10), welcomed
Tabitha Effie Wilson-Brown into the
world on 15th July 2020 She weighed in
at an impressive 10lbs 2ozs!

CARPENTER INDIA (P09/12) married
James Chant-a’court on 12th October
2020. 15 guests were able to join them
at the River Cottage HQ, in Axminster.
India’s sister, Emily Rushmere (A07/09)
was in attendance.

LE BLANC, FABRICE (L09/14) married
Alina Shamgulova in November 2020.
They are expecting a baby girl in April
2021. Fabrice was awarded a 2:1 in
Russian, Spanish and Dutch from the
University of Sheffield with a
distinction in spoken Russian and is
now completing a Master's degree in
International Relations this summer at
the Higher School of Economics in
Moscow. Meanwhile he is working for a
consultancy firm as a Russian-English
legal translator. Fabrice hopes to gain
his Russian citizenship in the near
future.
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PAULLEY, EMILY (P99/04) married
Martin Townsend on 8th August 2020,
having postponed the original date
from May 2020.

September 2021, Jenny and Samuel
decided to go ahead not knowing what
the future held, particularly with regard
to immigration rules. Unfortunately,
this meant that many family and
friends had to watch via livestream
from the UK and USA since travel was
unsafe. Happily though, Jenny’s Dad
was able to "walk" her down the aisle
and give a speech, along with a prayer
from her Mum, by skyping on an
iPad! Jenny also ended up baking and
decorating her own wedding cake, with
distanced direction from her Mum.
Jenny and Samuel hope to celebrate
properly with a UK reception when it
becomes safe to do so.

DEATHS
BAGNALL, GUY, died 7th April 2021.
See obituaries.
COTTERELL, MIKE died December
2020. See obituaries.
CORNWELL, PETER (O47/52) died 1st
March 2021. No further details are
known.

PENTECOST, MATTHEW (N98/03)
married Jenny Ricketts on 21st
December 2019 at Lulworth Castle,
Dorset. Matt was Head of School
whilst at King’s. Attending the wedding
were Rory Edwards (O98/03), James
Lawson (O98/03), Rich Luffingham
(B98/03), Gary Rosewell (N98/03), Tom
Parker (B98/03), Ellen Lawson (A98/03),
Archie Bush (L98/03), Jonny Beddow
(O98/03), Nick Aylwin-Foster (B98/03)
and Anthony Meaden (N98/03).

CROSS, PATRICK (Formerly Stephen
Maitland) (N57/59) died 24th June
2020, aged 77.
DAVIES, FRED (Head of Physics and
Science) died 20th June 2020. The sad
news was reported by Colin Juneman
(Hon OB). See obituaries.
FAWCETT, CHRISTOPHER JOSEPH
(P48/51) died 20th July 2020, aged 85.
This sad news was reported by George
Warry (O46/51) in a letter to the Old
Brutonian Association.
GODDEN, ANDREW FREDERICK
(N52/56) died 8th February 2019. No
further information is known.

GRANT WEINANDY, JENNIFER
(A09/12) married Samuel in Toledo,
Ohio in September 2020. After having
to delay their wedding plans until
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HARCOMBE, ROBERT (N43/47) died
January 2019, aged 89. Robert (Sam)
had been fighting a long-term illness
for several years and passed away at
home peacefully, with his family by
his side. Sam was a well-respected
and well-loved resident of his village,
very involved in arts and theatre and
a published poet and playwright. Sam
loved body board surfing and his
wife, Gillian, recounts that he even
took part in the World Body Boarding

Championships – wooden boards
and no wetsuits! Sam carried out his
National Service in Libya, then qualified
at Cannington Agricultural College,
before moving to Kenya to manage a
coffee estate. Sam married his wife,
Gilly, in 1965 and they lived happily in
Somerset. Sam leaves two sons, his wife
Gilly and three beloved grandchildren.
HORSFALL, NOEL (Matron, Priory
Boys) died 3rd September 2020. See
obituaries.
HUDSON, JOHN (N48/52) died 5th
February 2021. The news of John’s
death was reported by his niece Camilla
Oulton, wife of Charles Oulton (HonOB).
See obituaries.
IRVING, JOHN (L59/63) died on 22nd
June 2020. John had been living in
France for the last 12 years. See
obituaries.
LINNEY, CYNTHIA (Maths Teacher,
1970/97) died 28th August 2020 aged
93. Cynthia came to Bruton in 1969
with her husband, Stewart, who had
been appointed Head of History and
Cricket Coach. See obituaries.
MACE, GUY (P64/68) died 16th
November 2015. No further details are
known.
MARSHALL, JOHN FRED (P46/50)
died 24th December 2020, at home in
his study surrounded by family. John
lived in Bristol. Whilst at King’s, John
was a keen sportsman. This news was
reported by Stuart Musgrove (O47/51)
who remembers John as being a gentle
giant, nicknamed ‘Molly’.
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REES, JOHN (O39/43) teacher and
Housemaster at King’s, died November
2020. See obituaries.
REID, MARTIN ROSS (L63/67) died
12th December 1978. This news was
reported by his brother Jeremy Reid
(L64/68) in February 2021 on noting that
it was not included in the ‘In Memoriam’
section of the King’s Community
website. Martin was a policeman, based
in Helston, Cornwall. In the terrible
storm on that night of the 12th, Martin
and another policeman were swept
off the harbourside at Porthleven and
drowned. He was just 26 years old and
left a wife (Anne) who has subsequently
also passed away.
REID, CHRISTOPHER GAVIN (L61/66)
died 28th July 2010. This news was
reported by his brother Jeremy Reid
(L64/68) in February 2021, on noting
that it was not included in the ‘In
Memoriam’ section of the King’s
Community website. Christopher

had been diagnosed and treated
for cancer and had been declared
“clear”. However, the cancer eventually
returned and overcame him. His wife
(Jenny) still lives in Dundee.
SELLER, JOHN (L58/63) died on 14th
February 2018. His wife recounts that
John was very keen on all sports and
excelled at athletics. At around the age
of 12, John sustained a serious injury to
the face, from a cricket ball, which left
him in hospital for several months. John
went on to teach Physics and Acoustics in
London for 25 years. The OBA would be
grateful to receive copies of any photos
you may have of John as his wife, Juliet,
would very much enjoy seeing them.
John had seven children, 15 grandchildren and 1 great grand-daughter.
SMERDON, JEREMY DAVID (N48/51)
died on 18th December 2020. Jeremy
attended the Royal Naval College,
Dartmouth and after a career in the
Royal Navy, retired to Norfolk and then

West Sussex. This news was reported
by George Warry (O46/51) and Jeremy
Freeman (P48/51).
SYNGE, PATRICK (N49/54) died in
2006. This news was reported by his
brother Anthony Synge (N54/58), who
noted that Patrick’s death was missing
from the ‘In Memoriam’ section of the
King’s Community website.
TAYLOR, RICHARD (O57/61) died 15th
November 2020 at home in Bigbury,
South Devon. See obituaries.
TYRRELL, SIMON (N64/69) died 7th
March 2021. This news was reported
by his brother John Tyrrell (N62/67). See
obituaries.
VIGAR, JAMES (O44/48) died December
2020. The news was reported by
Christopher Rhys-Jones (O45/49). See
obituaries.
WEBB, ADRIAN (N39/43) died August
2019. No other details are known.
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COLIN LAMBERT O59-63
Colin reminisces in ‘stream of consciousness’ style with some
vivid snapshot memories of a care-free and eventful life at
King’s in the 1960s.

3. Canings. Study: I had a few, but again I cannot remember
why. Housemaster: Three from J. Rees for nocturnal chatting.
Beak. Never.
Charles Morse (O59-62) bought a Francis Barnet motor bike
and kept it at the house of a day boy in Quaperlake Street.
A friend in Priory had a WWII Mercedes Nazi staff car type,
holed up in a barn up the Brewham road and drove it on some
Sundays.
Bonfire night putting bangers in other people's duffle hoods,
firing rockets at the petrol tanker train. Roy Davey (Headmaster)
cancelled fireworks night after that.

“Brue wading. Human chain crossing the Brue in spate, followed
by curling up in a barn to warm up.
Sunday afternoons on bikes with members of the Signals
Platoon wearing ’38’ sets, forming a network to find girl
crocodiles or even better, pairs.
Parties in barns most Sundays, with Sunny Hill girls, scrumpy
and fags, getting told off by a farmer pointing out how stupid
we were being and that he didn’t mind us meeting the girls, but
NO SMOKING!
Coming back from Pitcombe barn, after meeting girlfriend
one night at about 4am, turning into the western end of Plox
to see Mini headlights coming down the road and for some
ridiculous reason, thinking I had been rumbled, chucking bike
over a blackthorn hedge, then following it only to perforate self
on hedge.
Deciding to lay a field telephone line up to Sunny Hill, to
communicate with the girls.
Basil Shenstone (O59-62) walking along the top of the old Fives
wall with a 40lb cable-laying reel on his back . House Tutor
coming home through the old folly shortcut sees shadow on
the playground and luckily the full moon was behind Shenstone
so he couldn’t see who it was. “Who's that up there?”
No answer from BS who leapt off the wall into the school
kitchen garden, the cable pack adding sufficient weight to
cause a severe sprain to his ankle.

The Signals Platoon transmitter was in the attic of the Mem.
Hall and one night I got cheesed off with listening to the
interminable idiot, Horace Batchelor, and his ridiculous
football pools winning scheme. I tuned the transmitter to Radio
Luxembourg (208) and drowned him out. Next day a constable
called on Roy Davey. It turned out that there had been reports
across Somerset that Radio Luxembourg had been blotted out
and since King’s was the only place to have the right equipment,
he suspected it might be someone in the school. Davey did
nothing to find out who it was, luckily, but in future we had to
log the key to the room in and out every time we used it”.
Colin adds the following about his experiences as a Lance
Corporal in the CCF:
‘'The ‘lower ranks’ frequently caused me problems, making me
the butt of sarcastic and rude comments and bad behaviour
when I was trying to instruct them in the art of radio telegraphy.
I used to give them a couple of warnings with the threat of
extra drill if they persisted, which they invariably did, and so
after Corps was dismissed, my Signals Platoon members were
mustered on the concrete path shown in the band practice
photo and I would stand up on the tennis courts and bellow
instructions at them, at full volume, for 30 minutes! I managed
to get an echo from the other side of the town as I tried to
emulate Sergeant Major Brittain: (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3HH6wfc87E8). He was "The loudest voice in the
British army" in the ’50s. I would return to my study with just
enough time to get changed for lessons, having lost my voice.
My study chums would say “Extra drill again Col?”
Many more incidents, but enough for now!

Punishments for wrong doings!
1. Green paper 2. Park Walls and 3. Canings: Study, House
Master or Beak.
1. Green Papers. Fairly frequent for most of us. Hours
wasted in the library looking up facts. Subjects usually given
on the most ludicrous of subjects. My worst was 6 sides on
a ‘PIN HEAD’, for what evildoing I cannot remember.
2. Park Walls. Run of just over a mile and went past the
then Beak’s house at the ‘Droppers’ end of the road. Most
boys, I seem to remember, would rather opt for a study
beating than waste a whole afternoon running 12 miles. Band practice in mufti by the Abbey tennis courts, summer, 1962
I did many.
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Martin Davies (L60/65)
George Beverly's drone footage of a Snow
Day at King’s in a recent King’s Spirit bulletin
has revived Martin’s memories of the severe
winter of 1962/63. Last year we featured part
of the marvellous collection of photos and
reminiscences from the same period, sent in by
Nick Gooding (L61/65).
‘This is wonderful footage and fills me with nostalgia. I was in
Lyon House and the 5th Form during the winter of '63.
The start of the spring term was delayed because, amongst
other things, the A359 from Frome was impassable. We had
to keep shovels in the House overnight so that we could dig
ourselves out; there was precious little heating in the day rooms
and no heating in the dormitories, so if one had a bedside
toothmug of water, it would be frozen solid by morning; we slept
wearing rugby socks, rugby shirts, duffel coats (de rigueur in
those days) and anything else we could lay our hands on. The
cross bars of the hockey goals on Hyde only became visible in
mid-March, and just outside Lyon, we attempted to build an
igloo, a lot of which was still there when we returned to school
after Easter.
This is a photo from 1963 in Somerset when the ice was so
heavy it took down the power lines!

We tobogganed down Pigeon Tower towards the railway line,
bailing off just before the fence. The vehicle was borrowed from
our Housemaster's daughter. (He was BJR Moreton, known as
Jock). Cross country running was the only outdoor sport that was
possible. Upstream on the Brue, there was a waterfall known as
"Suicide". This froze solid and we were able to clamber up it on
the ice.
One night, the geography department's weather station
recorded the lowest temperature in the country, and this was
duly reported in the Daily Express. I don't remember anybody
being ill. It was far too cold for germs to spread!’
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TOM DUNN (L09/10)
Saturday 31st October 2020 saw Old Brutonian, Tom Dunn,
(Bath RFC) make his senior England rugby debut in the Six
Nations Championship against Italy in Rome, with England
winning the game 34-5.
Tom was on the bench for the England v Scotland match
at Murrayfield on 8th February, but due to the Covid-19
pandemic, he had a long wait to make his debut. Tom kept
his place in the squad for the Autumn Nations Cup played
in November and appeared at Twickenham against Georgia
and Ireland.
Tom plays as hooker for Bath RFC and is one of their most
experienced players in the forwards. He has been with Bath
since he was 16 and is one of the most respected hookers
playing in the Premiership at the moment.
Tom was Captain of King’s 1st XV for two seasons in 2010
& 2011. He was one of the first L6th Form pupils to captain
the 1st XV and led the most successful 1st XV side of 2010.
This side played some fantastic rugby, and Tom was a real
tour-de-force as captain and as a player, leading by example
in training and in matches. He was a dynamic player in both
attack and defence and seemed destined for a rugby career
in the professional game. This 1st XV side also contained
internationals in Taylor Paris (at King’s for one term in New

House in 2010), (Canada) & Conor Hartley (B09/11), (Hong
Kong).
King’s Sports Department and the School community are
immensely proud of Tom’s achievements in Rome in October
and at Twickenham in November. We look forward to seeing
him wear the white shirt and red rose with much pride
when crowds return to sports matches once the pandemic
restrictions are eased.
Craig Barrow - Head of Academic PE

Sophie Hamilton (P14/19)

she has taken since leaving King’s, to now finally make her senior
international debut. Having enjoyed an outstanding first year at the
University of Connecticut, where she is a hockey scholar and was
awarded various accolades throughout the course of her first season,
Sophie is currently back in England playing for Clifton Robinsons
Ladies in the English Hockey Premier Division as she also focuses on
training with Great Britain.
Sophie said “It was an amazing experience to have the opportunity to
go on my first trip away with the GB Senior Team. I was nervous before
the game, but you only get your first cap once, so I just tried to enjoy
it. I was lucky enough to be able to play in all four of the matches, two
against the Netherlands and two versus Belgium. The team came away
with a win, two draws and a loss.”

Henry Eriksson, Head of Sport Coordination, has kindly sent
in this press release of November 2020 when Sophie made
her GB Senior hockey debut, playing against Belgium and the
Netherlands. She is currently at the University of Connecticut in
the USA on a full hockey scholarship and is in her second year.
It was with great pride that the King’s Sports Department and the
School community as a whole watched Old Brutonian, Sophie
Hamilton, make her senior international hockey debut for Great
Britain in the International Hockey Federation Professional League last
week.
Sophie featured in two matches apiece versus current World
Champions Holland and Belgium respectively, and she can be very
proud of the way she played in each of the games. It was fantastic
to see how seamlessly Sophie adapted to the pace, physicality and
pressure that accompanies senior international hockey, and it is
extremely exciting to think that at the age of 19, Sophie is only at the
start of her international hockey career.
It seems as if it were just yesterday that Sophie was lifting the U16
Super Sixes National Indoor Hockey Trophy for King’s or scoring goals
for fun in the King’s 1st XI, and it is wonderful to see the huge strides
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Sophie is an exceptional role model for all pupils at King’s Bruton and
an example of someone who has worked incredibly hard in all that
she has done, both at school and since leaving, and it is wonderful to
see her hard work, dedication and commitment being rewarded on
the world stage. Sophie gave everything during her 5 years at King’s
Bruton, and we are all extremely humbled and proud of her and this
fantastic achievement.
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DAN HODDER (B96/01)
Dan will be leaving his post as Housemaster of
Lyon at the end of the Summer term. This has
been a role admirably fulfilled by a talented,
hard-working and loyal member of staff. His is
an unusual achievement, the first pupil educated
at King’s in recent times to then return and take
up a Housemastership. Prior to his residence
in Lyon, he had been Head of Geography from
2011-2017. Here, he reflects both on his early
experiences as a new boarder, and on what has changed, or indeed
not changed, in school life as seen by the adult observer.

teaching for fifteen years, and this may be a lazy parallel, there
is undoubtedly something of those final exchanges between
the Headmaster and Mr Chips in the famous 1939 film which
remain true in boarding life today. While times have changed,
the boys have stayed the same.

If that is so, then what exactly has changed? King's is a softer
school than during my time in the late '90s, not that I think that
I or indeed many of my peers were exposed to any unpleasant
incidents. This change is due in part, I sense, to a cultural shift
amongst teenagers and a generally greater empathy amongst
pupils. Simultaneously, the remarkable granular detail of
pastoral care, with email exchanges, is hugely humbling to
I still vividly recall sitting in the back of my parents’ old VW
watch as a Housemaster. While my colleagues at all levels have
Passat and heading down the A303 on a Sunday in early
always been hugely supportive, for so many of us in the modern
September 1997, suffering the nerves and the desire to make
world of work the email culture is a mixed blessing and can add
a good impression on new friends and staff. Arriving, I recall
time-consuming layers of complication, dragging you away from
being shown to a room by someone I could only describe as a
spending time with the boys.
giant, before awkwardly shaking hands formally, as one might
Finally, there is the inevitable
with a bank manager, under
change in market forces. A
the watchful eyes of groups of
photocopier in Plox is tucked
parents with other boys aged
away on the first floor, ideal if
13 or so. All of us with sweaty
one needs to work but doesn't
palms, nervous, sharing
wish to be discovered. A small
the terrifying experience
hip-high cabinet sits nearby
of starting at a new school
and acts as a makeshift seat.
and simultaneously saying
As a long run of photocopies
goodbye to parents.
starts, one can sit on this
cabinet, open the top and
Nineteen years later, I stood
inside are Exeat and weekend
one foot from the other side
requests written to various
of the Lyon internal door,
Housemasters in the 1950s.
rather like a prize-fighter
Some from London, many
summoning up courage
from Bruton or slightly further
before a big fight. It was my
afield - Salisbury, Weymouth,
first day as Housemaster and
Bath, and there are replies
all of these memories flooded
from other schools, or one
back as if my subconscious
from the butcher, another
had been waiting for just this
from a local car dealer and so
moment. I am not sure what
forth. On a day with a string
the 13-year-old me would
of lessons, and my laptop
have made of becoming a
pinging away, it’s a chance
Housemaster at King's, but
to delve into the past, rather
for a moment, my memories
like reading old postcards at
flickered before me and I was
a bric-a-brac sale, reminding
straight back in Blackford all
me just how far independent
those years before.
schools have had to move to
keep up with costs and, to a
And now at this moment
Commemoration Day, 2001, Dan with Upper Sixth Blackford friends: Ollie
degree, who they have left
welcoming new pupils, I am
Kean, Johnny Brake, Richard Simpson, Sam Watkins, Andrew Grazette and
behind.
reminded that fundamentally,
Dan Maughan.
little has changed at King's.
There is no doubt that the
Boys arrive, nervously
affordability of boarding is a major concern for the School and
peering around the door of their new room, parents in their
parents alike. Compared to the late ’90s when I was at King’s
Sunday best talk on the grass and the odd tear is shed by boys
as a pupil, and the apparently calm waters of that era, both
and parents alike. And the twists and turns of boarding life
the sector and the School itself are facing challenging times.
develop in the same old ways as the year progresses. Take the
Happily, I am pleased to report that that King's seems as well
"shenanigans", these haven't changed in the slightest. I walk into
prepared as any school to cope with these demands and
a room at two in the morning to find a group of boys squeezing
certainly remains a very happy, warm and well-run institution in
themselves out of the small quarter window panel to fulfil an
which to live and work.
arranged meeting at The Dovecote. "Thank God you're here, sir!
We decided to practise in the event of a fire!" I am pleased to
Dan has accepted a post as Head of Department at Victoria College
report that the humour and the gentle poacher/gamekeeper
on Jersey so will sadly be leaving King’s in August.
relationship are still in rude health. While I have only been
The Old Brutonian 2021 | 39

SHOP

‘Treasures of King’s Bruton’ Book
£35.00 (Collected from King’s) or £43.00 (Posted)

All available from:

w w w. k i n g s b r u t o n . c o m / s h o p

Boxed Wooden Presentation Pen
£12.00 plus P&P

King’s Bruton Cufflinks - T Bar
£30.00 plus P&P

Apron
£15.00 plus P&P

Mug
£15.00 plus P&P

OBA Brooch
£5.00 plus P&P

Socks - Dark Blue & Pale Blue
£10.00 plus P&P

OBA Tie - Crested
£25.00 plus P&P

OBA Bow Tie
£21.00 plus P&P

Socks - Dark Blue, Pale Blue & Gold
£10.00 plus P&P

OBA Tie - Striped
£20.00 plus P&P

Anniversary Mug 500 th
£15.00 plus P&P

Umbrella £24 plus P&P
40 | The Old Brutonian 2021

King's Bruton Jute Bag £1.00 plus P&P

King's Bruton Pen
£3.00 plus P&P

The Queen's Visit to King's Bruton Book
£30.00 plus P&P

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

The 2021 COVID Impact Fund:
our goal is to raise £200,000
The COVID pandemic has had a profound impact on all of us.
Like many schools, King’s has experienced periods of remote
education, lost income and has incurred additional exceptional
costs. Currently, our biggest funding priority is trying to ensure
that a King’s, Bruton pupil will not be forced to leave the School
because of lack of funds.
Several families in our community have seen their household
income impacted so severely by COVID-19 that they can no
longer afford school fees. For most of these parents this is a
serious short-term problem, but without financial support their
son or daughter may have to leave King’s. Our bursary provision
is now fully committed and, therefore we are seeking help from
the wider King’s community. For this reason, we have set up The
2021 COVID Impact Fund.
Achieving our fundraising goal will help 15 boys and girls to
remain at King’s, and give stressed, vulnerable families essential
breathing space to recover their ability to pay on-going school
fees. At the time of writing, we have so far raised £50,000.

Luke Tuckfield (Head Boy, Blackford House 2014-2019)
“Growing up in a military family meant that we were always on
the move and before King's I had attended six different schools
in five countries. Towards the middle of my third year, my
parents broke the news to me that I would no longer be able
to stay at King's because of various financial reasons. It was
devastating to think I would have to restart my life, yet again, at
a totally new school. I was incredibly fortunate to be granted a
bursary by the School, which meant I could in fact continue my
time at King’s. In my final year, I was lucky enough to be made
Head Boy, met Her Majesty The Queen and Blackford won the
House Cup! Without the help of the School, and that of the
Old Brutonians who left money to fund bursaries, I would not
be where I am today. Having taken a gap year last year, I am
now in my first year at Cardiff University studying International
Business. Although it's hard to plan for the future with all that
is going on, I hope to join the Army once I finish my time at
Cardiff. The bursary was a lifeline for me and has made all the
difference.”

sports matches. The restored pavilion will also offer improved
facilities for Old Brutonians, families and the wider King’s
Community at events like the Day of Celebration as well as for
local community external sporting events. We are delighted that
the restored pavilion will be named The Sir Peter Squire Memorial
Pavilion to honour Sir Peter’s outstanding contribution to the
School as a pupil, parent, Governor, Senior Warden and recently
as a grandparent of children at both King’s and Hazelgrove.
Whilst we remain committed to the project, the impact of the
pandemic has caused us to review our funding plans and the
timing of the restoration works which are now planned to take
place in 2022/23.
We are delighted to have raised nearly £200,000 for the
pavilion and are very grateful for the support pledged. Due
to the COVID pandemic, the School is now looking to fund the
rest of the project from other sources, but if any OBs would
still like to donate, please contact Emilie Head, Development
Co-ordinator at eeh@kingsbruton.com.
We aim to complete The Sir Peter Squire Memorial Pavilion by
April 2023, 60 years since Peter finished his school career.

The Launch Of The 1519 Society

This year we are launching the 1519 Society for individuals
intending to leave a legacy to the School. The Society will
provide a framework through which the School can keep
legators up to date with its plans, through an exclusive annual
1519 Society lunch at school, as well as through regular updates,
special events and Society merchandise.

Leaving a legacy to King’s Bruton

By leaving a legacy to King’s Bruton you will be helping to
ensure that the School will continue to provide an outstanding
educational experience for future generations of King’s
pupils. We would use legacy income in many different ways
from helping to support means tested bursaries, through to
maintaining the School’s many historic buildings.

Legacy funding to preserve the School’s heritage

King’s Bruton currently spends over £1 million a year on bursaries,
supporting 1 in 4 pupils through a means tested bursary.
A further 1/4 receive Scholarships, allowing King’s to attract
the brightest and most talented young people to King’s.
18% of pupils at King’s receive a substantial fees’ reduction,
without which they would not be able to attend King’s. The
School is also providing considerable financial support, in
partnership with a childrens’ charity, to fund pupils through
school who have experienced major family bereavement.

Maintaining and preserving our School’s heritage comes with a
cost and your legacy support could be used to ensure that some
of the School’s most treasured buildings are maintained for
future generations.
Inheritance tax: Legacies made to charities are exempt from
Inheritance Tax (IHT)
Currently if you give at least 10% to a charity in your Will
(this could be to more than one charity) you will receive a 10%
discount on the amount of IHT paid (so 36% rather than 40%)
If you are interested in joining the 1519 Society, please contact
Emilie Head at eeh@kingsbruton.com

Update on The Sir Peter Squire Memorial Pavilion

Lauren Glover – Wellesley 2013/2015

Funding bursaries and scholarships at King’s Bruton

The Pavilion has been at the heart of sporting life at the
School for almost a century but now needs to be restored and
developed into a resource that will benefit every King’s, Bruton
pupil.
Prior to the outbreak of the COVID pandemic our plan was to
push ahead with the restoration of the original 1920s pavilion
including a major focus on enhancing the reception and
entertainment space for players, parents and supporters of all

“Coming from a single-parent family, I would not have had the
opportunity to go to a school like King’s, if it had not been for the
additional bursary funding, alongside my Music Scholarship and
sponsorship from the OBA. I was also funded for two music lessons
a week (clarinet, saxophone and singing), for the two years I was
at School, which was absolutely amazing and allowed me to really
develop my musical skills.
I left King’s in 2015 and have recently graduated from the Royal
Welsh College of Music and Drama (RWCMD) with a first-class
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BMus (Hons). Currently, I am pursuing a Master’s degree in Arts
Management at RWCMD. Although I’ve now left King’s, I don’t feel
that King’s has left me. It is a place and time in my life for which I will
always be grateful and of which I have such fond memories. I feel so
lucky to have been given the opportunity to attend King’s and, who
knows, maybe one day I’ll send my own children to King’s.”

Quotes from committed legators

" I intend including King's Bruton Foundation in my will so as to help
enhance the exceptional all-round educational platform it provides
for building a healthy approach to continuous life-long learning and
discovery. So, in a way, the day I left school was the day I started that
construction."
(Quote from OB)
“I visited Hazlegrove the other day and saw a flourishing
establishment. I have made a gift in my will in favour of Hazlegrove.
After a busy life as an international lawyer I have reflected with
affection and gratitude upon the five years I spent boarding at
Hazlegrove, where, in addition to making friends and learning in
classes I developed a self-confidence that has paid dividends in
many different ways. It is the value of that experience that deserves a
contribution to the future of the School.”
(Quote from OH/OB)

Geoff Ferrari – New 1991/96

“In 1989 in my final year at primary school, I was offered a full bursary
to Hazelgrove and King's. I had grown up on a Somerset farm and
read voraciously from the local library, but culturally, financially and
in some ways even intellectually, I felt like I was from a different world.
Yet, none of that mattered. I can only imagine John Cann knew what he
was looking for and I was one of the fortunate ones in whom he saw it.
I would have liked to meet John again as an adult and thank him for
his kindness, which shines still in my memory. I can't resist sharing one
more memory. In my first term, my mother phoned to arrange a time
for me to visit the dentist. "Make sure Geoffrey goes during lessons",
came the Headmaster's reply. "We don't want him to miss games."

I thrived at Hazelgrove and King's from the combination of
academics, sports and lifelong friendships forged on the sports field
and in the boarding house. It did not matter that some pupils were
from wealthier backgrounds – there was still a place for me.
The teaching at both schools was superb. Or perhaps I should say,
the teachers. Stephen Flemington at Hazelgrove, Malcolm Parr at
King’s, both taught with an infectious joy that was impossible to resist.
Years, even decades after studying Economics with Gareth Evans and
Jonathan Cohen, my friends and I still use that knowledge daily in our
personal and professional lives. As much as the subjects themselves,
what has stayed with me is those teachers' personalities: high
standards, professional conduct, personal warmth and an emphasis
on self-reliance. Years later, facing pressures at university or work, I
have often looked back and taken heart, thinking, "At King's, I studied
six twelve-hour days a week. I can do this."
As I've grown older, I've also come to appreciate the lasting value
of the love of regular exercise that King's fosters. In these days where
physical and mental health is finally better understood, be in no doubt
that a love of exercise is essential for anyone who wants to keep well
and work hard their whole life. So what has the King’s bursary meant
for me? I was the first person in my family to attend university, the first
to win a place at Oxford, and the first to receive my PhD.
I paid my way through university working as a European tour
guide, using the languages I'd learned at King's. When I needed to
make a career change in my 30s, I found the A Level subjects I'd
studied nearly twenty years before were a second string to my bow.
And last but not least, when I got married in 2016, my best man and
master of ceremonies were my two best friends whom I'd met all those
years before on my first day at Hazelgrove. While the future of public
schools remains a topic for political debate, all sides would do well
to remember the astonishing, enduring social good that comes from
bursaries.”
If you would like to consider a gift to the School, please contact
Emilie Head at eeh@kingsbruton.com

HOW THE SCHOOL COULD USE LEGACY INCOME

The following examples are intended to illustrate the costs of different aspects of school life and demonstrate the many different
ways in which legacy income could be used.

Legacy
Amount

Historic buildings and
Maintenance

Academic and Estates

Bursaries

£5,000

Replacing a cricket score board

Replace all the Military Band drums

Music lessons for two music
scholars, for one year

£20,000

Replacing all School computers,
accessed by Pupils

One year of the Artist in Residence

50% Bursary - one day pupil
for 6th Form

£35,000

Replacing showers in one Boarding
House

Replace the surface of the Abbey
Tennis courts

25% Bursary - one day pupil
for 5 years at King’s

£50,000

Replace windows and add entrance
canopy to Blackford House

Cost of running the Design and
Technology Department for one
year

25% Bursary - one boarding
pupil for 5 years at King’s.

£100,000

Replace windows in Arion House

Cost of running the Design and
Technology Department for one
year

50% Bursary - one boarding
pupil for 5 years at King’s.

£150,000

Extensive modernisation of
Blackford House, including toilets
and roof

Cost of running the Art Department
for one year

50% Bursary - two day pupils
for 5 years at King’s

£200,000

Replace all the windows in Priory
House, a Grade II listed property

Cost of running the Maths
Department for one year

100% Bursary - one boarding
pupil for 5 years at King’s

£500,000

Complete refurbishment
programme for all boarding houses

The cost of running all the Boarding
Houses for one year

75% Bursary - ten day pupils
for 5 years at King’s

42 | The Old Brutonian 2021

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

LETTER from
the HEADMASTER
Dear Old Brutonians
I doubt whether many King’s Headmasters, in their annual letters
to the Old Brutonians, have had to reflect back on such a
challenging year as the one we have all just experienced. I want to
send all OBs, firstly, the School’s very best wishes and I hope that
you are all safe, fit and well. Secondly, I want to reassure you that
the School is in very good heart and that the staff and pupils have
coped admirably with all that the pandemic has thrown at us.
We have shown adaptability and to be fleet of foot in developing
an outstanding remote education, a safe and effective COVID-secure school campus, an accurate external exam
assessment protocol, supportive quarantine for overseas pupils and efficient on-site pupil mass testing. We are
planning for pupils to return for a ‘normal’ summer term and I very much hope that the government roadmap
will allow us to finish this year with Prize-giving and the Leavers’ Ball. The King’s community benefited hugely in
lockdown from the online King’s Spirit initiative, and I am grateful to many OBs for their nostalgic contributions.
I have been impressed with the professionalism of the King’s staff, the positivity of the pupils and the support
given in so many ways by our parents. The last year has not been easy, by any means, but I am very proud of
how the School has come through so strongly.
The School finances have inevitably been severely affected by the impact of COVID, but we are fortunate that
our finances are robust, and we have managed our costs prudently. Pupil numbers for September 2021 are
very high and I know that we will bounce back, although, sadly, many of our parents are continuing to struggle
financially.
The School, now more so than ever, needs the support from the wider School community and key development
initiatives are outlined below. It is always a huge honour for me to be Headmaster of King’s School, Bruton; the
last 12 months have shown the King’s community at our best.
Floreat Brutonia!
Funding the needs of the present and the future
Since we have no endowments, school fees and philanthropy are the lifeblood of King’s Bruton. Whilst we
continue to take great care in managing the School’s finances, school fee income alone is not enough to help us
fund urgently needed means-tested bursaries, the maintenance of our historic buildings and investment in new
capital projects. Thus, building philanthropic support is as critical as continuing to maintain school fee income.
We continue to be enormously grateful to all the OBs who have supported us in the past, currently, or who are
thinking about making a gift in the future. Every gift is greatly appreciated. For more details on how you can
make a gift, or leave a legacy, please contact Emilie Head at eeh@kingsbruton.com

Ian Wilmshurst
Headmaster
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