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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Old Brutonians,
It has been an exciting first year as your President and I have enjoyed working with the Committee to
strive to serve the OBA and its membership in the most effective way possible.
This year marks the retirement of David Hindley as Hon. Secretary, a role he has made his own since
1994. I know all Old Brutonians would wish to thank him for his immense contribution, wisdom and
devotion towards the OBA and all its many members over such a sustained period of time. There will be an
opportunity for members to show their appreciation of his work both at the June A.G.M. and particularly at
the London Lunch on November 23rd 2012 - this year, in the magnificent, historical surroundings, of the
Long Room!
The London Lunch, held on 2nd December at Lord’s Cricket Ground, saw over 150 members gather at the
home of cricket; a number took the opportunity of joining a tour around the famous ground before
enjoying the lunch, which included speeches from myself and Ian Wilmshurst and Hubert Doggart; Hubert’s
Toast to the School was a remarkable, highly informative and entertaining account of all past Brutonian
links with Lord’s. Fund raising efforts during the day resulted in the OBA’s successfully contributing towards
the Bruton Choral Society’s Jubilee Concert (a deliberate move at connecting with the town) and the School’s
Piano Appeal (the aim is to replace the existing one with a new Bechstein piano, in the Memorial Hall).
It remains an on-going commitment of the OBA to support both its members and the current pupils
within the School. To this end, the Committee has considered how it might work in conjunction with the
Friends of Bruton and the Foundation to combine the efforts and talents of a number of people in a
dynamic, strategic manner, to ensure projects can be moved forward successfully. One such event, held on a
beautiful summer’s evening last June, was the Fete Champetre. This is to be held once again this year on
June 16th and I would recommend all OBA members to attend.
I would encourage members to communicate amongst each other through the various methods now
available, including the website, Facebook and of course, the traditional methods of meeting face to face or
by telephone! The website has been significantly improved thanks to the help of Justin Dean (L87/90); its
effectiveness remains, as ever, reliant on information provided by the membership and I would urge you to
send details of any events, occasions, celebrations, through to the OBA office for uploading onto the site.
It has been a highly enjoyable first year in office, and I am excited by the opportunities we have to
advance many initiatives in the remaining two years of my term. I would wish to thank all those who have
offered support to date and welcome the opportunities to meet more of you during the year at any one of a
number of OBA events.
Best wishes
Ian Stuart
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THE OLD PULTENEY ROW TO THE POLE EXPEDITION – BILLY GAMMON (P87/92)

B

ack in 2007, high in the Canadian Arctic, Jock
Wishart was spotted working out on an ergo. It was
-20 degrees Centigrade and snowing. On seeing
Jock sweating it out, fellow Polar Race organiser, Chris
Walker, remarked,
“Don’t tell me. What are you going to do next? Row to
the North Pole?!”
‘What if?’ Jock thought. ‘What if that was actually
possible?’ And so the seed had been sown.
What then followed were four long years of planning
to put together one of the most ambitious expeditions
ever attempted - to row to a recognised polar position.
Drawing inspiration from the changes taking place to the
North, Jock set out to prove that the ‘impossible’ might in
fact be possible – namely to row from Resolute Bay,
Nunavut, to the 1996 Magnetic North Pole.
Both crew size and number were dictated by the boat’s
requirement to fit in to a Buffalo plane for transportation,
such were the limitations of getting her to such a remote
location. Team make-up was determined according to the
skill sets and specialist experience required and after a
rigorous interview process, Jock announced his dream
team – Rob Sleep, Mark Delstanche, Mark Beaumont (BBC
cameraman) and me. The final seat was filled via a
nationwide search competition, eventually won by
Captain David Mans who would also conduct various
tests during the expedition to provide scientific insight
into the Arctic’s changing landscape.
We would be venturing where no other surface vessel
had ever been before, through some of the most
hazardous waters on this planet. Knowledge, experience
and historical data were non-existent, and the only
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certainty was the uncertainty of the journey ahead. For
me personally, this was what it was all about - stepping in
to the unknown and creating our own unique footprint.
As the months ticked by, so the expedition gathered
pace and the jigsaw began to take shape. Finally, complete
with a few more grey hairs, departure day arrived. On
29th of July we pushed off from Resolute for the start of
our 500 mile voyage into the unknown.
It was a picture perfect morning but just three hours in
to the expedition we had our first taste of what might lie
ahead. Out of nowhere a thick sea mist descended, an
early warning of the vast ice field that lay in wait. From
the euphoria of the start line the atmosphere had, like the
weather, turned decidedly icy as safety rather than
progress took precedent. It was an early reminder of the
unforgiving nature of these waters, and while we escaped
unscathed this time around, we knew next time we
might not be so lucky.
The 24-hour daylight and volatile weather patterns
meant sleep was dictated more by conditions than by
time of day. When conditions were good we capitalised on
moving forward, ever wary of what might lie around the
corner. The rowing was, at times, exhausting, and the
days spent waiting, frustrating, but rarely a day would go
by when we weren’t reminded of how lucky we were to
be in this special part of the world. So many childhood
dreams are rooted in the ‘North’, and here we were living
them. Whilst a sighting of Santa Claus was unlikely, the
abundance of magical wildlife more than made up for it –
from seals, walruses, wolves, foxes, whales and reindeer,
to the much coveted polar bear. With every sighting,
ordinary days were transformed into extraordinary
experiences.
Rowing was done in two shift systems for three hours
at any given time, with one man on the helm. Each person
would consume 6,500 calories per day of gourmet (?)
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dehydrated rations. Water was provided either through
the on-board desalination machine, or through stocks
collected from fresh water streams and ice bergs en route.
As we progressed further north, ice encounters became
more frequent and tactical stops to summit hills and plot
the route more necessary. With our regular feed of
satellite images and the ‘live’ data on the ground, we
edged our way northwards. Progress was slow, methodical
and not without incident but, after tip-toeing our way
towards the finish, we got ourselves to within striking
distance. However, like so many times before, the Arctic
wasn’t going to let us have it all our own way and, whilst
preparations were being made back home to celebrate,
King Neptune had other ideas…
With barely 2.5 miles to go, the wide open channels
began to close. A quick stop to summit a hill suggested
there might be a route through but it wasn’t long before
we came face to face with our biggest obstacle yet - an
impenetrable blanket of ice. It stretched for as far as the
eye could see. The gauntlet had been laid; now it was our
turn to respond.
With no chance of rowing through the ice, the only
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option was to man haul the iceboat over and through the
icy terrain to the finish. After a scouting mission to plot a
route we set about dragging her towards the finish.
Dressed in dry suits we inched our way ever closer to
the finish line. On the back of 38 hours non-stop rowing,
the bodies were spent, but with the end in sight, we made
one final push. At 1830 on the 25th August, after 10 hours
of man hauling and the GPS reading 78°35.7N 104°11.9W,
we had made it. The ‘attempt’ was now an ‘achievement’
and, in so doing, we had become the first crew to take a
row boat to the 1996 Magnetic North Pole.
With no finish ‘line’, celebrating the end was a very
different and anti-climactic experience! Worse still, where
most expeditions wind down on reaching the finish, we
still had to find the safety of land and then onwards to
the extraction point. After a few hours rest (and man
hugs), we set about another long, hard day of hauling,
dragging and eventually rowing, until we finally made it
to land. Hairy, smelly and a good deal lighter following
the 75km trek to extraction, the time had come to leave
the place we had called home for the past 33 days and
close the book on what had been an epic Arctic story.
There is no question that while we can be immensely
proud of our achievement, it comes with a feeling of
bitter sweet success, knowing it was only possible due to
the dramatic changes taking place in this very special
part of the world.
Our thanks to Old Brutonian sponsors Imporient Tea and
Trevose Golf Club for their support. To read more about our
journey please visit www.rowtothepole.com.
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LETTER FROM THE HON. SECRETARY
Dear Old Brutonians,
By now you will be aware that I intend to step down as Honorary Secretary of the Association at the next
AGM in June. I have been pondering this move for quite some time but two things have prevented me from
taking any action: firstly, I was reluctant to give up something I enjoyed doing; secondly, and more
significantly, there was no obvious and willing successor. The job, after all, does represent quite a
commitment, not least because of the huge advances in information technology in the past ten years.
When my predecessor, John Tyndall, became ill in 1994, I took on the day-to-day running of a very
different OBA from the one you know today. John worked from his own small study at home in Three Ways
(now the School’s medical centre); pen, ink, writing paper, stamps and a typewriter were the communication
materials he used. Facebook, Youtube and Twitter might then have been a firm of country solicitors, Skype
and Blog minor characters in a Dickens novel. Obviously the OBA has come a long way since then; I can
remember the heart-searching that went on in Committee when we considered investing in our first
computer and later the reluctance to acquire an email address lest we should be overwhelmed with
inconsequential messages that I, then working full time in the School, would have been unable to cope with.
We overcame those concerns, of course, and (thanks to Richard Smyth, the Headmaster and Ian Birkett, the
Bursar) even acquired a proper office in the School.
However, the Association now needs someone fully conversant with all the newest technology, someone
with a fresh view of things and someone with a similar enthusiasm for contact with Old Brutonians that I
hope I, like my predecessors, have brought to this task. Happily, that person has been in the School
community for some time now. Many of you will have known Rose Vigers either as a hugely successful
School Caterer, the organizer, amongst other things, of many memorable OBA Dinners (not least, the
wonderful event marking my retirement from teaching in 2000); or as a teacher of Biology or Food Science;
or as the unflappable housemistress of Arion; or as the glamorous heroine of many a Glyn Jenkins
pantomime. I have little doubt that your memories of Rose will all be affectionate ones, and for that reason
I am delighted that she is to take over as Hon. Secretary. Furthermore, she will have the inestimable help of
Jan Juneman; Jan’s appointment as my assistant brought the increasing flood of OB data back under
control and she continues a peerless asset to the Association.
One of Rose’s many fine qualities is her capacity for warmth and friendliness. The importance of those
qualities featured in conversation during a lunch I had recently with four Old Brutonians: Paul Carlisle,
Charles Highett, Clive Wood and David Barton. David has been through a bad patch of illness during the
past year, and we talked about the value of friendship at times of crisis, specifically friendships that have
lasted many years. We agreed that while efficiency and smooth operation are necessary elements in a great
organisation such as the one we all belonged to, what really encouraged people to function at the highest
levels was a strong degree of sentiment. By that, I suggest we meant those qualities that invariably inspire
us when we come into contact with them: affection, loyalty, staunch support, gratitude, good humour. I
trust that the Old Brutonian Association and, indeed, the School, will continue to place a strong emphasis
on those vital qualities, as they have always in the past to such happy effect.
My warmest good wishes to you all,
David Hindley

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

9

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

MINUTES OF THE AGM 2011
The Annual General Meeting of the Old Brutonian Association was held
at King’s School, Bruton at 6 p.m. on Saturday, June 11th, 2011. The
President, Col. John Longman, was in the chair and 9 members of the
Association were present. Apologies were received from John
Beauchamp (O44/48), Robert Berry (P57/60), David Chapman (P46/51),
David Evans (O56/59), John-Kai Fleming (B88/93), John M. Graves
(P68/73), John Hudson (N48/52), Colin Hughes (L56/61), Emanuel
Kampouris (O48/54), Keith Lilly (O39/42), Clive Malim (P54/59), Stuart
Musgrove (O47/51), Norman Robson (O54/59), Alastair Rooth (N50/53),
Mary Stonham-Ask (79/81), Keith Warren-Price (B60/65), Charlie White
(B97/02), Edward White (B95/00), Nick Wood (N71/76).

1. The Minutes
The Minutes of the last AGM, held on Saturday, June 26th, 2010,
having been circulated with the Newsletter for 2011, were agreed
and signed as a true record.

2. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

3. President’s Items
a. The President referred to a letter (received by him from the
Headmaster) in which the appointment of a School Liaison Manager
was proposed. The Headmaster’s plan suggested a closer
relationship between the Friends of King’s School, the School
Foundation and the OBA. The Manager’s job description seemed to
imply a loss of independence by the OBA, and this had caused some
concern. In consequence, a special meeting of the Committee was
held and a response to the Headmaster’s letter was drafted in which
those concerns were expressed. While the Association had an
obligation to support the School in every way it reasonably could,
any alteration of the OBA’s constitution or of its equal obligation to
protect the interests of Old Brutonians would have to be approached
warily.
b. The President wished to mark his retirement by thanking the Hon.
Secretary and the Committee for all their hard work. His only regret,
after three very happy years in office, was the failure to attract more
young people back to the Association’s activities.
c. The President felt confident in handing over to someone as
committed and efficient as Ian Stuart and his new deputy, Kirsten
Cooke.
d. Finally, the President wished to acknowledge once again the
excellent work of Sally Snook in producing another outstanding Old
Brutonian..

4. Hon. Secretary’s Report
a. The Hon. Secretary reported that the OBA website was to be given a
complete make-over by Justin Dean (L87/90). This was being done
without charge by Justin’s website company. Inevitably it would
take some time and OBs were asked to be patient if glitches
occurred in the use of the current website.
b. The Hon. Secretary reported that Malcolm Parr had asked to step
down from his role as School representative on the Committee. His
place would be taken by Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, retiring
housemistress of Arion.

5. Hon. Treasurer’s Report
a. The Hon. Treasurer informed the meeting that the assets of the OBA
and its Charitable Trust were little changed since the date of the
accounts (30.12.10). The assets of the Trust were currently about
£50,000, partly in cash and partly in the M&G Charifund. The OBA
has assets of about £120,000, mostly in its holdings in the
Edinburgh, Foreign & Colonial and Witan investment trusts. The
total assets of the OBA and its Trust are, therefore, approximately
£170,000.
b. The Hon. Treasurer reminded the meeting that these funds were
needed to meet its long-term responsibilities to members who have
paid life subscriptions. It would be desirable to increase funds, and
members were reminded of the tax advantage of donations to the
Charitable Trust, particularly for those paying tax at higher rates.
c. The Hon. Treasurer would look into the question of whether the
accounts could be simplified.
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6. The Charitable Trust: Vice-President’s Report
a. The Vice-President announced the OBA prizewinners for the current
academic year. The OBA Prize for Excellence in GCSE (2010) was
awarded to Madeline Bruford. OBA Progress Prizes were awarded to
James Antell and Ross Duder.. This year’s OBA Graduate Prize was
awarded to Alex Baker (B01/06)) who had gained a First in
International Politics at Nottingham University in 2010 & an MA 2011
b. OBA Scholarships are currently held by five members of the School.

7. Officers and Committee
a. The Meeting unanimously endorsed the Committee’s
recommendation that Ian Stuart should succeed John Longman as
President of the Association and that Kirsten Cooke should become
the new Vice-President.
b. The Hon. Secretary, the Hon. Treasurer and the Hon. Auditor agreed
to serve for another year.
c. The Meeting unanimously endorsed the Committee’s
recommendation of one new Committee member, Sophie StanfordTuck, (W95/97) to replace Phoebe Glenday (P99/04) who retires by
rotation.

8. Election of Honorary Members
Upon a proposal by the Committee in accordance with 2 (c) of the
rules of the Association, the following were elected Honorary
Members of the Association: Mr Simon Atkinson, retiring Head of
Science; Mr Ed Tickner, retiring Head of Modern Languages; Mr
David Friend, retiring Head of IT; Mr Nigel Watts, retiring
housemaster of Old House; Mr Charles Oulton, retiring housemaster
of Blackford; Mrs Rose Vigers-Belgeonne, retiring housemistress of
Arion and Mr Simon Davie, a former governor of the School.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 6.45 p.m.

NOTICE OF AGM 2012
The Annual General Meeting of the Old Brutonian Association
will be held in Roon S3 at King’s School, Bruton on Saturday,
June 16th, 2012 at 6pm, prior to the Fete Champetre, (see back
page), for the following purposes:
1. to receive the accounts and reports of the Honorary Auditor
acting as an independent examiner for the year ended 31st
December, 2011;
2. to receive the accounts of the Old Brutonian Association
Charitable Trust and the reports of the Trustees and of the
independent examiner for the year ended 31st December, 2011;
3. to elect members of the Committee;
4. to elect an Honorary Secretary for the ensuing year;
5. to elect an Honorary Treasurer for the ensuing year;
6. to appoint an Honorary Auditor to act as an auditor or
independent examiner as appropriate for the ensuing year;

PLEASE NOTE THE DATE AND FORMAT FOR THE EVENING

AGENDA FOR THE 2012 AGM
Apologies
1. Minutes of the last Meeting
2. Matters arising
3. President’s Items
4. Hon. Secretary’s Report
5. Hon. Treasurer’s Report
6. The Charitable Trust: the Vice-President’s Report
7. Officers and Committee:
(a) election of Hon. Secretary for the coming year
(b) election of Hon. Treasurer for the coming year
(c) election of Hon. Auditor
(d) election of two new Committee Members on a
recommendation of the Committee.
8. A.O.B.
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AIR CHIEF MARSHAL SIR PETER SQUIRE
GCB, DFC, AFC, DL, DSc, FRAeS

Peter Squire (P59/63) retired as Senior Warden after presenting
the Prizes at Specch Day on Saturday, July 2nd 2011. The following
account of his distinguished career and service to the School is
taken from the Speech Day programme.
During his time at King’s Sir Peter played 1st XI cricket and 1st
XV rugby and was a School Prefect. He won a scholarship to RAF
Cranwell and began his operational career flying Hunters in
Singapore. In 1970 he became a qualified flying instructor, and
in 1972 he won the Wright Jubilee Trophy for solo aerobatics. In
1973-4 he was the team leader of the Red Arrows. He returned to
operational flying on the Harrier, and in 1981 took command of
No.1 Squadron RAF Wittering. During the battle for the Falklands
in 1982 he led the squadron into action , becoming the first RAF
pilot to launch a laser-guided ‘smart’ bomb in combat, while
attacking Argentinian troops on Mount Longdon. Two days
previously his cockpit was hit by Argentinian fire. He was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for bravery during the
campaign.
Sir Peter was Chief of the Air Staff from 2000 to 2003 and,
following his retirement, he became a Commissioner of the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and their Vice
President from 2005 until 2008. In 2006 he was appointed
Chairman of the Trustees of the Imperial War Museum.
Sir Peter became a Governor of the School in March 1990 and
has been Senior Warden of King’s School since 2004. Sir Peter
and lady Squire’s three sons – Christopher, Richard and Edward –
all attended both Hazlegrove and King’s.

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION & CHARITABLE
TRUST ABRIDGED REPORTS & ACCOUNTS
The following are abridged reports and accounts of the Association
and its charitable trust for the year ended 31 December 2011. The full
reports and accounts, which have been examined by the Honorary
Auditor acting as an Independent Examiner, are to be approved by
the Committee and trustees at their next scheduled meeting. Copies
are available from The Honorary Secretary, Old Brutonian
Association, King’s School, Bruton, Somerset BA10 0ED and will be
available at the Association’s AGM on 16th June 2012.
ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2011
Objects
The general objects of the Association as contained in the Rules are to
promote union amongst Old Brutonians and to further the interests
of King’s School, Bruton. In particular the Association will arrange an
Annual Dinner at the School, publish an Annual Newsletter and
establish and maintain a Charitable Trust for charitable purposes
connected to the Association’s objects.
Committee
At 31 December 2011 the Committee consisted of the Officers: Ian
Stuart (N81/84) President until 2014, Kirsten Cooke (69/71) Vice
President until 2014, David Hindley (Staff 63/00) Honorary Secretary
until 2012, Michael West (O 49/55) Honorary Treasurer until 2012, and
seven ordinary members: Robert Berry (P 57/60) and Andrew Harris
(P 94/99) to serve until 2012, Jamie Cranfield (O94/99) to serve until
2013 and Justin Dean (L87/90) and Mark Dunn (P95/00) until 2014,
Sophie Stanford-Tuck (W95/97) to serve until 2015. Sally Snook (72/73),
The Old Brutonian Editor, and Rose Vigers-Belgeonne (Honorary Old
Brutonian), Common Room Representative attended committee
meetings by invitation.
Under the current Rules two ordinary members of the Committee
are elected each year for a term of four years. Ordinary members are
not eligible for re-election until the year following that in which they
retire. At the general meeting on 6th June 2011, Phoebe Glenday
(P99/04) who had been an ordinary member since 2007, retired by
rotation and Sophie Stanford-Tuck was elected in her stead. John M
Graves (P 68/73), Honorary Auditor, was re-elected to serve for a
further year.
Membership
93 members joined the Association during 2011. The Association was
notified of the deaths of 10 members during 2011 and at the end of
the year the total membership was 4,150. The active membership for
whom current addresses are known is now 4233
Activities
Promotion of union among Old Brutonians
The annual general meeting and the Fete Champêtre (held in
conjunction with The Friends of King’s School) were held on 11th
June 2011. 9 members attended the meeting at which the affairs
of the Association were reviewed and discussed and officers and
committee members elected. The annual reunion lunch in London
was held in the Lord’s Cricket Ground on 2 December 2011 and was
attended by 160 members. The Headmaster, Hubert and Sue
Doggart were guests of the Association. Ian Stuart and Kirsten
12

Cooke made the arrangements for the lunch. The reunions in
Bristol continued.
The Committee maintained contact with the Apple Growers
Sports Club, which is run by Old Brutonians principally for Old
Brutonians.
The fifty-first annual Newsletter was despatched to members for
whom addresses were known in April 2011. The Newsletter was
edited by Sally Snook. Increasing use is being made of the
Association’s website www.oldbrutonians.com, which is
maintained by Justin Dean; over half of the Association’s active
membership has registered their email addresses with the site

Furthering the interests of the School
There are currently no Old Brutonians specifically representing the
Association on the council of the Friends of King’s School, Bruton.
However, Roger Gallanaugh (O 54/57) is the Governors’
representative; Rose Vigers-Belgeonne is the current President of the
Friends and Peter Phillips (L60/65) is also a council member. Four
members of the Association are currently serving on the Governing
Body of the School.
Finance
In the year ended 31 December 2011 the Association had incoming
resources of £19392. Resources expended amounted to £18281 and the
value of investments decreased by £5594. Overall net assets
decreased to £114359. Further details are given in the abridged
accounts below.
Appreciation
The Committee is extremely grateful to those members of the
Association who have served as past and present members of the
Committee, the representatives of the Association on outside bodies,
the Honorary Auditor, the editor of the Newsletter and the organisers
of the Bruton reception, the London lunch, the regional reunions and
increasingly varied and numerous sporting activities. Without the
assistance of all these members the Association would be unable to
fulfil its objects.
OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2011

Incoming resources
Subscriptions
Investment income
Other
Total incoming resources

2011
£
15,811
3,531
50
19,392

2010
£
16,492
3,382
(352)
19,522

Resources expended
Newsletter publication
Donations
Administration
Other
Total resources expended

8,030
3,531
5,433
1,287
18,281

6,941
7,882
5,571
338
20,732

Net incoming/(outgoing) resources
1,111
Gain (loss) on investments
(5,594)
Net movement in funds
(4,483)
Fund as at 1 January
118,842
Fund as at 31 December
114,359

(1,210)
16,707
15,498
103,344
118,842
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Balance Sheet at 31 December 2011

2011
£
109,798
109,798

2010
£
115,392
115,392

1,222
1,704
18,031
20,957

1,221
19,159
2,617
22,997

Current liabilities
Creditors due in less than one year
Total current liabilities

9,063
9,063

4,214
4,214

Net current assets

11,894

18,783

7,333

15,333

Net assets

114,359

118,842

Total fund

114,359

118,842

Long-term assets
Investments
Total long term investments
Current assets
Deposits
Debtors
Bank
Total current assets

Long term liabilities
Creditors due in more than one year

ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE CHARITABLE
TRUST FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2011
Trustees
The current trustees are the Officers of the Association, namely
Ian Stuart, Kirsten Cooke, David Hindley and Michael West.
Objects
The objects of the trust are set out in the trust deeds. In
summary they include the relief of poverty amongst former
pupils of King’s School, Bruton and their immediate dependents,
the provision of scholarships to pupils at the School, prizes
based on educational merit to pupils or former pupils, and
awards to pupils showing outstanding ability in art, drama,
music, sport or leadership, and such other related charitable
purposes as the trustees unanimously agree.
Activities
(a) No scholarship was awarded. Discussions are taking place
with the Headmaster about the future of OBA scholarships.
(b) A prize of £25 was awarded to Madeline Bruford (P) for
excellence in the 2010 GCSE examinations and to Ross Duder ,
James Antell (O) for progress in the 2010/11 academic year.
(c) A Prize of £100 was awarded to Alex Baker who gained a First
Class Honours Degree in International Politics at Nottingham
University in 2010.
Donations
The donations received in respect of 2011 amounted to £2178.
This includes the benefit of any tax relief under Gift Aid. The
trustees gratefully acknowledge these donations.
Accounts
The Statement of Financial Activities discloses net incoming
resources as a negative £4642 for the year 2011, compared with a
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

negative £11858 in 2010. These amounts are after providing for
charitable expenditure of £8000 in 2011 and £16667 in 2010
respectively. At 31 December 2011 the net assets stood at £49491 of
which £39955 belonged to the Unrestricted Fund and £9536 to the
Permanent Endowment Fund. As the trust is a charity no
provision is required for taxation.
Independent Examiner
The trustees gratefully acknowledge the continuing work carried
out by John Graves as Independent Examiner of the trust’s
accounts.

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE TRUST
Registered Number: 284570
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2011
Unrestricted Endowment
Fund
Fund
£
£

Total
2011
£

Total
2010
£

Incoming resources
Donations
Investment income
Total incoming resources

1,678
1,180
2,858

500
500

2,178
1,180
3,358

3,710
1,099
4,809

Resources expended
Charitable expenditure:
Grants payable
Total resources expended

8,000
8,000

-

8,000
8,000

16,667
16,667

Net incoming resources
Gain/(loss) on investments
Net movement in funds
Funds as at 1 January

(5,142)
(690)
(5,832)
45,787

500
(476)
24
9,512

4,642 (1 1 ,858)
1,166
1,509
(5,808) (10,349)
55,299 65,648

Funds as at 31 December

39,955

9,536

49,491

55,299

Total
2011
£

Total
2010
£

Balance Sheet at 31 December 2010
Unrestricted
Fund
£

Endowment
Fund
£

Long-term assets
Investments
Covenanted receipts
Total long-term assets

12,399
12,399

8,550
8,550

20,949
20,949

22,115
22,115

Current assets
Deposits
Debtors (under 1 year)
Cash at bank
Total current assets
Creditors: under 1 year
Net current assets

18.410
15,992
8,487
42,889
(8000)
34,889

641
345
986
986

19,051
16,337
8,487
43,875
(8000)
35,875

18,980
28,337
9,200
56,517
(8000)
48,517

47,288

9,536

56,824

70,632

(7,333)

-

(7,333)

(15,333)

Net assets

39,955

9,536

49,491

55,299

Funds

39,955

9,536

49,491

55,299

Total assets
less current liabilities
Creditors: amounts
beyond 1 year
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THE LONDON LUNCHEON
Lord’s Cricket Ground 2nd December 2011

L

ord’s Cricket Ground has several significant Brutonian
associations: Hubert Doggart, Headmaster from 1972
to 1985, was President of the MCC in 1981/82; Fraser
Stewart (O 87/92) is Universities and Laws Manager based
at Lord’s, and our new President, Ian Stuart (N 81/84), was
nominated for membership at the age of 17 by Hubert
Doggart, and was the ICC’s European Development
Manager at Lord’s from 2000 to 2003.
The Thomas Lord Suite MCC provided a beautifully laid
out dining room, which could have been the ballroom in
any large hotel – particularly the airport style hotels - as
there were no external windows. However, the effect of this
was soon lost as more and more Old Brutonians arrived
from far and wide and reunions become more fervent and
the noise level rose steadily.
So, initially deceptive as it was to know where we were,
there was a stark reminder in the place setting of every
diner. The School Events Programme (an excellent
innovation) carried on its front a picture of the Pigeon
Tower. Memories of that landmark ( much feared in my
day) recall a steep sided mountain sitting “hundreds” of feet
above all the hills of Somerset. Just how did the
photographer manage an idyllic shot of a ruin on a gentle
mound in rolling countryside? Clearly I must have been
given too many ‘Pigeon Towers’ for my own good, or
balance of memory!
Some forty of us worked up an appetite by electing for
the tour of Lord’s - better than six Pigeon Towers! This
proved to be fascinating and expertly led, and was made all
the more enjoyable by the fine but cold weather. The pitch
and buildings were shown off in their true glory and we
marvelled at the tranquillity and grandeur hidden within
this part of central London. The colours were spectacular.
At 1:15 David Hindley said the grace as 154 Old
Brutonians plus 12 committee members, honorary
members and staff (numbers as booked) sat down to
smoked salmon and smoked mackerel mousse with
watercress salad and lemon and caper vinaigrette. Very
delicious it was too, and probably more enjoyable than the
menu’s promise of a small rodent. The very acceptable
Blanc Colombard La Picoutine and red Carignan continued
to flow as they had since our arrival.
The main course of braised beef on pancetta, button
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onions and chestnut mushrooms, served with potato and
parsnip puree, spinach and thyme glazed carrots was well
accepted by many as a very tasty and hearty dish of more
generous proportions than of previous years in the City. It
must be a boarding school thing!
The rum baba dessert with caramelised pineapple and
coconut ice cream just disappeared in a flash and was
followed by coffee and handmade petits fours.
The absence of Drum Major Robert Young, who has been
our Beadle for so many years, was apparent. However,
hopefully he will be with us next year. The layout of round
tables was considered as favourable and made conversation
livelier.
For the benefit of the urgent replacement of the grand
piano in the Memorial Hall, Fraser Stewart introduced a
fund raising game of Heads and Tails. He had provided
various Lord’s memorabilia prizes of which the top was an
etching of Lord’s. This was donated back and Fraser
undertook to arrange for it to be signed by as many
members of Lord’s as he could, and it was put up for
auction. After exciting bidding it reached £400. Then £475
was bid for a six person nets coaching session in the MCC
Academy using the advanced video technology, Hawkeye.
At 3:15 our new President, Ian Stuart, called the assembly
to order and proposed the Loyal Toast.
He then welcomed the guests, including former
headmasters Hubert Doggart (72/85) and Tony Beadles
(85/92) and Sue Doggart; former staff members, Simon
Atkinson, Colin and Jan Juneman, Ed Tickner; and current
staff: the Headmaster, Ian Wilmshurst, Emma Cobb
(Development & Events Manager), Rose Vigers and past
president of the OBA John Longman (P56/61).
In front of his former Headmaster and Housemaster
(David Hindley) Ian Stuart introduced himself as the new
President, recalling it was the love of cricket and the
reputation of Hubert Doggart that was integral in his move
from Durban to Bruton in 1981.
He continued recalling a few of the greats of the past
year including welcoming Air Vice Marshal Michael
Robinson (N/P 40-44) as the oldest OB attending. The
Association’s Graduate Prize had been awarded to Alex
Baker for his First Class Honours Degree in International
Politics at Nottingham University; he was now completing
The Old Brutonian 2012 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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thanked all those who had contributed generously during
the auction. This and other joint projects with the Friends of
KSB are aimed at helping the School as well as supporting
events in the town of Bruton, which is so integral to life at
King’s and which holds fond memories for many of us.
The President then thanked Kirsten Cooke, Vice President,
for her considerable role in organising the Lunch; Fraser
Stewart for arranging the game of Heads and Tails, for
being the auctioneer and in his capacity as MCC Academy
Director providing the coaching and other prizes; the
Committee for bringing the lunch to Lord’s; the Lord’s staff
and catering team and MCC Event Manager Katie Hollyer,
and David Hindley and Jan Juneman for all their work in
the administration for the day.
Finally he thanked all those present and suggested that
next year, in true cricketing tradition, we should aim for the
double century in terms of attendance while, in the
meantime, we should do all we can to speak warmly and
with pride about King’s School.
He then introduced the Headmaster, Ian Wilmshurst,
who expressed the thanks of all the guests for arranging
the lunch at Lord’s.
The Headmaster gave news of the School, stating that it
had been a very successful year since he last spoke. The
2010 A Level results were the best to date, resulting in the
School’s coming within the top 5% nationally for value
Rugby reunion photo at Lord’s Lunch 2012: Back row - Alistair Brown, Martin Bernier, James Lloyd, Simon Atkinson, Ben Box. Middle - Chris
Gammon, Nick Gammon, Mark Waltham, Richard Taylor, Dan Hammond, Gary Reeve. Front - Chris Upton, James McNeil, John Kai Fleming.

his Master’s degree, also at Nottingham. Stephen Jenkins
(L51/61) and his son Roddy (Hillcrest & Hazlegrove 79/86)
raised over £10,000 in a charity walk for the Eczema Society.
Billy Gammon (P 87/92) was in the crew of the first ever
row to the 1996 Magnetic North Pole. The OB Golf team
made its first appearance in the Grafton Morrish Final and
Michael Read (P/L 52-57), a triathlete in the senior 70-74 age
group, won Bronze at the British Triathlon Championships
in 2011 and, as the leading European, came sixth in the
World Triathlon Championships in Beijing. Ian reminded us
of the many opportunities to take part in and support the
School in sporting and social events, including the Fete
Champetre at King’ School on 16th June. 2012.
David Hindley who has been at the heart of the OBA
since 1990 has decided to retire as Honorary Secretary at
the coming AGM. Ian expressed thanks, stating that a
formal recognition of his immense contributions to
Association would follow at the AGM, and that David would
continue to assist in several ways, including helping with
the production of The Old Brutonian. This was applauded
widely and a toast was drunk to David.
Ian then referred to the piano appeal, led by Emma
Cobb on behalf of the Foundation. This would be a valued
addition to the School’s music resources. Funds raised at the
Lunch would also go to sponsoring the Bruton Choral
Society during its Diamond Jubilee Concert in 2012. Ian

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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added at A level; this meant that on average each pupil
gained at least one more A Level grade than would have
been expected given their GCSE results. In 2011 one in four
pupils got straight As at A Level and both the AS and GCSE
results have been the best ever. He said he is committed to
ensure that the entry into the School will not change and it
will not become highly academically selective. He said the
School welcomes pupils who need learning support and
there will always be a place for them at King’s.
The average number of girls in the Third Form has
increased from an average of fifteen to twenty four. This is
significant as fifteen could be regarded as uncompetitive.
He predicted that if the increase in recruitment continues
then this year the girls’ houses (Wellesley, Arion and Priory)
will be full. Despite being a small school, music and sport –
particularly rugby and girls’ sports - are very strong. In June
2011 the School received an “Outstanding” Ofsted boarding
inspection award in which the only recommendation was
the need for further boarding house refurbishment.
The Headmaster went on to say that there are five
features that he emphasises to prospective parents:
• The current roll is 340, which is small within the HMC,
but he believes that modesty of size to be one of the
School’s strengths.
• The school is not academically selective, but is about
academic achievement for all.
• There has been academic success because the pastoral
care is outstanding.
• King’s benefits from a wonderful location.
• Our 500 year heritage is the envy of many schools.
There is shortly to be a geophysical survey of Abbey
Field, which might not only confirm the location and size of
the 15th century abbey but possibly also Saxon settlement
remains from the 6th - 8th century.
Both Hazlegrove and King’s are doing very well and a five
year development plan, to be announced in January, has
been agreed with the Governors. He then referred to some
of the boarding accommodation as being unsatisfactory.
Wellesley House is to be internally refurbished within the
academic year and Lyon House will be totally refurbished
over the summer holidays. Work needs to be done on parts
of the other houses as well as refurbishing the John Davie
Room. He has challenged Emma Cobb with raising £32,000
within six months for the replacement grand piano in the
Memorial Hall.
In conclusion he referred to the successful careers
convention managed by Richard Sullivan (N 58/61).
However, unlike many schools, King’s does not have a
register for work experience placements. He appealed for
those able to do so to offer such opportunities for the Fifth
and Sixth Form students.
The President then called upon past Headmaster Hubert
Doggart to give the final toast. He gave an amusing and
entertaining speech recalling eight key years that were
significant to both King’s and the MCC, including 1519 the
year of the Foundation, 1550 the re-Foundation by Edward
VI (beating Sherborne by one month!), the Foundation of
the MCC in 1787, and 1811 when the future of the School
hung on a thread with just one pupil on the school register.
Expressing the personal thanks of himself and his wife,
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THE LONDON LUNCH 2012
The London Lunch will be held at 'The Home
of Cricket' - Lord’s Cricket Ground, in the
prestigious Long Room, on Friday 23rd
November from 12 noon.
There will be an option of a tour of Lord’s at 11:00 am
at an extra cost of £11 per person.
Bookings for lunch will open in July at a cost of £85.
Details and an application form will be published on
the website www.oldbrutonians.com shortly and
there will be an option to pay by BACS transfer
Paper application forms may be obtained from the
OBA office, completed and sent with a cheque
(made payable to The Old Brutonian Association,
details on page 30)

Sue, for a very enjoyable and happy lunch he proposed the
toast: “The King’s School Fellowship and the Old Brutonian
Association”. This was followed by one verse of the School
Song that sadly missed the traditional accompaniment of a
piano and the voice of Miss Emily Rowley-Jones.
The assembled company then dispersed, many finding
the Lord’s Tavern, which was just beneath our feet!
Anton Schooley (O/B 58/63)

FURTHERMORE..........
Earlier in the year, an edition of the MCC Newsletter had been
rather dominated by Old Brutonians. The Spring/Summer
edition of 2011 contained articles that involved James Holland
(O83/88) and Hubert Doggart, Headmaster from 1972 until
1985. James had delivered a Long Room lecture on Keith
Millar, the Australian all-rounder whose wartime
correspondence had recently been donated to MCC, and the
substance of that lecture appeared as the lead article in the
magazine. The closing article was an interview in which
Hubert reminisced about H.S. Altham, a master at
Winchester when Hubert was a boy at the College. Both
Altham and Hubert subsequently held the posts of President
and Treasurer of MCC.
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DAVID HINDLEY
Honorary Secretary of
The Old Brutonian
Association 1994 - 2012

H

ow can I begin to pay tribute to our retiring Hon.
Secretary? He has been my mentor, friend and
colleague for nearly forty years! He became fully
committed to King’s from the time he arrived, to teach
English and French, as a fresh faced graduate of Selwyn
College at the end of the Cambridge term in 1963, until his
retirement from teaching in 2000. There are many Old
Brutonians who will not have had the luck to have been
taught or ‘Housemastered’ by him, so you may be interested
in a brief résumé of his career. David was a brilliant teacher,
inspiring students, like me in the early seventies, to a
greater understanding of English Literature, whether
Shakespeare, John Donne or D. H. Lawrence, encouraging us
to question and analyse all that we read. He became Head
of English in 1968 and proudly handed over that role to
former pupil, Charlie Blanning in 1973.
David was fully involved in music and drama, directing
plays from 1966 onwards and acting (who can forget his
Fagin in the early 80s?) in many roles. He was eventually
appointed Director of Drama and was given a considerable
say in the designing of the Fitzjames Theatre. In his early
years he conducted the Madrigal Society, introducing girls
from Sunnyhill, apparently to the great consternation of
one member of Common Room: “He only has them here for
his own selfish pleasure!”, and the chapel choir. He took
over the editorship of The Dolphin in 1968 and was elected
first President of Common Room in 1995, continuing both
roles until his retirement from teaching.
On the pastoral side, he joined Blackford as resident
house tutor in 1965 when John Tyndall was housemaster,
became Housemaster of Lyon from 1972 to 1979 and then of
New until 1991, when he was appointed Senior Master.
In addition to his full time job at King’s, he also gave
much to the wider community, being appointed a Justice of
the Peace for the Petty Sessional Division of South Somerset
in 1992 and, from 2001 to 2006, was Chairman of the South
Somerset Youth Panel (i.e. leading those magistrates
specially trained to deal with young offenders). In 2006 he
was elected one of the two Deputy Chairmen of the South
Somerset Magistrates’ Bench and then became Chairman in
2007, presiding, in that year, over the amalgamation of that
Bench with the Mendip Bench. From 2008 to 2010 he was
Chairman of the South Somerset and Mendip Bench and, in
2010, was elected Chairman of the Avon and Somerset
Justices’ issues Group (the county panel consisting of the
Chairmen of all the Benches in the County, the District
Judge and the Clerk to the Justices). As if all that wasn’t
enough for a ‘retired’ school master, he has also been a
governor of Bruton School for Girls since 2001!
David’s involvement with the OBA dates back to 1990,

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

when he joined the Committee as Common Room
representative. As he says in his letter in this Old Brutonian,
he took over as Hon. Secretary in 1994, ably guiding the OBA
into the 21st century. When he succeeded John, he also,
inadvertently, assumed responsibility for the School
Register (now housed on a database), so the OBA has been
maintaining contact with, and the records of, not only
members of the Association but also former pupils who are
not members. Since retirement from teaching David
expanded his OBA role, becoming Editor of the OBA
Newsletter as it then was, and steering it into the full colour
Old Brutonian that it is today. He passed the Editorship to
me in 2008 when he became busy with his job as Chairman
of the South Somerset and Mendip Bench. Happily, and
essentially, he has maintained contact with The Old
Brutonian and has diligently proof read all articles and
news. I could not do this job without his help.
Throughout his twenty two years’ involvement on the
OBA committee he has gently and diplomatically guided
eight Presidents, including me, through their terms of office,
being an invaluable source of knowledge of Old Brutonians,
the history of OBA matters and the protocol surrounding
our relationship with the School. The whole Committee will
miss his input immeasurably - we probably won’t know
how much until he’s no longer there, because he has
broadened his role and, with his encyclopaedic knowledge
of Old Brutonians, has been able to relate to much of the
news that has come into the office. However, in handing
over to Rose Vigars-Belgeonne, he has a worthy
replacement and one who has more knowledge of those
recent Old Brutonians who have not been taught by David.
She is still fully involved with the School and her energy
and enthusiasm will bring much to our Committee. I wish
her well as I wish David continued happiness in his socalled retirement – he has now turned his attentions to
Wells Cathedral!
Sally Snook (72/73) Editor
17

NEWS OF OLD BRUTONIANS

NEWS OF OLD BRUTONIANS 2012
1950s
Robert HARRIS (P52/57) has been
made an Honorary Canon of
Garsfontein Cathedral in South Africa.
Michael READ (P/L52/57) competed at
the National Triathlon
Championships at Belvoir Castle,
gaining a bronze medal, and later in
Beijing at the World Triathlon
Championships, where he finished in
6th place.
Adrian STEVENS (N54/58) retired in
2008 after a career in software
engineering. He is married with two
adult children and now enjoys
spending time walking and painting
in watercolours.
Colin HUGHES (L56/61) wrote to the
Hon. Secretary “life seems to be
particularly hectic although mostly
from choice. In particular my interest
in growing orchids has expanded
greatly and that activity has become
rather time-consuming, not helped by
the fact that I find I have become
Publicity Officer and (monthly!)
newsletter editor for the Devon
Orchid Society. We have monthly
meetings, an annual show in
April/May and every three years, of
which this is one, we host an
international orchid weekend in
October”.

Members of The Big Band were thrilled
to see photos of Peter in the Military
Band during his time at King’s.
1960s
Jeremy HALL (L60/64) organised a
‘Lyon House OAP Ilchester Lunch’ on
12th June 2011. Picture below, L to R,
Peter J Phillips (L60/65, Governor),
Stephen Jenkins (L56/61), Jeremy Hall
(L60/64) and Mark Hall (N77/82) back
row, and Perran Newton (60/63) and
Richard Moore (L59/63) front row.
Apologies were received from Will
Hazell (L59/64), Peter Taylor (L59/64)
and Alistair Emms (L59/64).

Robin HESLOP (N60/63) emigrated to
the USA in the late 1970s and was
sworn in as a Naturalised American
Citizen in Miami, Florida August 1st,
1989. He has spent his business life in
Broadcast Engineering; he is a
Member of the Motion Picture &
Television Engineers and a Member of
the Society of Broadcast.
Tom PARIS (B60/64) has written from
North Adelaide that he has published
his autobiography.
Christopher SIMMONDS (O60/64)
wrote in December 2011 that he had
retired some 19 months before after

Stephen JENKINS (L56/61) on April
22nd, 2011, began, with his son Roddy,
the South West Coastal Walk, which
they completed on June 2nd and by
August 2011 had raised the sum of
£10,000 for the Eczema Society. They
still hope to raise more funds via
www.justgiving.com/Roddy-Jenkins.
Stephen retired in 2006 after
practising as a chartered surveyor in
Somerset and Dorset, running his
own business which was based in
Dorchester. He writes that he met a
number of Old Brutonian farmers in
the area. His son Roddy was at
Hillcrest and Hazlegrove from 1979 to
1986.
Peter WHITE (N57/61) who lives in
Sotto Grande, surprised the King’s
Bruton Big Band whilst they were on
their tour of Spain in March 2012.
18
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running his own Legal Services
Company for some years. His final job
had lasted 3 years and involved a
massive project in Cornwall: the
transfer of RAF St Mawgan from the
Ministry of Defence to Cornwall
County Council (now Cornwall
Council) and its transition to a civil
airport, namely Newquay Cornwall
Airport. He was the only lawyer
dedicated to that project to be
working on behalf of the purchaser.
After a busy yet restful 19 months of
retirement he was thinking of
working again early in 2011. He had
also attended the 70th birthday
celebrations of fellow Old Brutonian,
Lawrence Johnston (P55/58) which
had been held in the “Writing Room”
at Lord’s Cricket Ground just a week
before the Old Brutonian London
Lunch was held in the Thomas Lord
Suite.
Ian WEDDE (P/B60/61) returned to
New Zealand where he graduated
from the University of Auckland with
an M.A. in 1968. After living in Jordan
and England from the late 60s to
early 70s he became a Burns Fellow in
Dunedin in 1972 before moving to
Wellington in 1975. From 1994 to 2004
he was Head of Art & Visual Culture
at the renowned Te Papa Museum in
Wellington, becoming a Katherine
Mansfield Fellow in 2005 and was
then awarded the Arts Foundation
Laureate in 2006. His publications
include poetry: Pathway to the Sea;
Earthly: Sonnets for Carlos; Spells for
Coming Out and The Commonplace
Odes. His novels include Dick Seddon’s
Great Dive, Symmes Hole, Survival Arts
and his latest novel The Catastrophe;
this was written during his 2009
Michael King’s Writers’ Centre
Residency. His critical writings are
published in How to be Nowhere:
Essays and Texts.
Nick MYATT (O61/66) wrote that he is
now retired and happily living in
Napa Valley, north of San Francisco.
He still visits the UK several times a
year.
Greg HODGKISS (L69/71) runs a
specialist insurance company, being
the global owners of Data Insurance
Holdings Ltd in which he is a Senior
Group Partner.
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1970s
Feizal VIRANI (B73/77) is the designer
at Dream Uniforms in the United
Arab Emirates.
Toby ROLT (N76/80) wrote from
Phoenix Arizona in 2011 that he is
now Chief Executive Officer of the
Brilliant Green Energy company
which builds utility scale solar and
other renewable energy generation
systems.

Cricket Academy after a period as
Manager of the MCC Laws and
Universities Cricket Office.
Christian CLAUSING (N88/90) was
seconded from the German Navy to
the Defence Academy of the United
Kingdom based at Shrivenham where
he completed a year on the Advanced
Command and Staff Course.

Jeremy PODGER (B78/82) has moved
from being Head of Global Equities at
Threadneedle Investments to take
over the Global Special Situations
Fund at Fidelity Investments, the
American multi-national financial
services corporation.
Justin GAU (P79/83) was ordained in
St Paul’s Cathedral in 2011.
Lt.Col. Richard WATSON (O79/84) and
Major (GBR) Simon CULVER (L84/89)
found themselves reminiscing about
their King’s School, Bruton days whilst
both were working as serving Army
officers with British Forces based in
Kabul, Afghanistan.
1980s
Mark PIRIE (O81/86) is now involved
in security on North Sea oil rigs after
a spell in the Army. Mark’s uncle
found himself sitting next to Colin
JONES, Honorary Old Brutonian (Staff
1974/2004) at a dinner held in the
Officers’ Mess in Monmouth Castle in
October 2011.
Canon Anthony BALL (N82/86), lately
Chaplain to the Archbishop of
Canterbury, has been appointed
Rector of Worth, Pound Hill and
Maidenbower in the diocese of
Chichester.
Matthew HODGSON (O82/87) is
married with two teenage sons and
lives in Maryland USA where he is the
owner and president of a small thirtyperson technology company. He also
coaches the lst XV at a local private
school.
Archie DOUGLAS (L86/91) served a
tour of duty in Afghanistan in 2011.
Fraser STEWART (O87/92) has
become the Manager of The MCC

Samantha MATTHEWS (nee Jenkins)
(W89/91) is the General Manager of
The Inn at Fossebridge near
Cirencester.
1990s
Dr Thomas GOUGH (O90/95) has
moved to Australia to practise
medicine.
Rosemary CHILLCOTT (W91/93) is
living in Wolverhampton.
Andrew JONES (P91/94) gained a B.Sc
in Economics from Nottingham
University and since then has worked
for eleven years with Credit Suisse
where he is a Business Manager in
the Fixed Income Division. He lives
with his wife, Lucy and 2 year old
daughter, Ruby in Tunbridge Wells.
Alex BALDWIN (O92/97) has been
chosen has one of only six
Metropolitan police officers to
accompany the Olympic torch as it is
taken around the United Kingdom in
the run up to the 2012 Olympics.
Gemma BRUNTON (nee SAYE)
(W92/94) is married to Dan, has two
children - Oliver aged 8 and Kitty who
is 6 - and for the past two years has
been running a successful
photography business, specialising in
pregnancy, baby and children’s
photography. Her website is
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www.gemmabrunton.co.uk. She also
specialises in boudoir photography:
www.secretsirens.co.uk.
Sam CHILLCOTT (L92/95) spent some
time working at BP in London before
deciding to become a teacher and is
now Head of Physics at Monkton
Combe.
Susan JOHNSON (nee Chillcott)
(W92/94) is living with her husband,
Lee and children, Luis aged five and
Elizabeth aged three, in Sleaford,
Lincolnshire.
Eugene KORZOV (N92/97) is currently
based in Indonesia but visited the
School in February 2012; he also met
up with fellow Old Brutonians and
Former Pupils in Bath and Cambridge.
Sinead READ (nee COSTELLO
W92/94) has been appointed a
Trustee of The Natural History
Museum and is expecting her second
child in May 2012.
Jonathan GUEST (N94/01) has
undertaken an MBA course at Royal
Holloway College in International
Management. He had previously
gained a 2.1 in History at Royal
Holloway.
James BARNES (L95/99) has been
working for British Airways since
2004 after completing his B.Sc. (Hons)
in Air Transport Management at
Loughborough University. (See also
Marriages and Births)

Matt CROWCOMBE (P97/02)
contacted the OBA office to tell us
that 2011 was a fantastic year for SOS
Africa, now based at Kilver Court in
Shepton Mallet. Updated progress
can be found on their website
www.sosafrica.com
Miriam WILDHAGEN (W97/99)
completed her Master of Business
Administration at the University of
Edinburgh in December 2010.
Elena HUSSAIN (nee Dzarlijeva)
(W98/00) completed her exams to
become an Actuary in July 2011. (See
also Births)
Emma SEATON (nee EVELYN)
(W98/00), having being an Associate
Director, has been appointed a
Director of Savills. She is one of the
youngest ever to be appointed to that
post. (See also Births)
Chris STEVENSON (N99/04) is now
based in the UK, following a tour of
duty in Afghanistan with the
Grenadier Guards.
Lucy CHILD (W00/05) is working as
Duty Manager at the Cavendish
Hotel, London.
2000s
Mario SCHUMANN (O00/02) was
hoping to complete his Ph.D in 2011.
Haydn THOMAS (L00/01) has
continued his successful rugby career,
playing for Exeter Chiefs.

Sandy McKENZIE (L95/00) wrote to say
that he is now Head of Aerospace &
Defence at The McLean Partnership
executive search company at their head
office in London. He moved to Alton in
Hampshire in the Spring of 2011 and
particularly appreciates the country air
at the end of a day in London.
Edward WHITE (B95/00) is now
managing a 1000 acre arable farm
near Glastonbury.
Edward THOMPSON, (L96/00) has
joined Battens, Yeovil as a Solicitor.
Daniel HODDER (B97/02) has been
appointed Head of Geography at
King’s School, Bruton with effect from
January 2012.
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John BLANDY (O01/06) was awarded
a 2.1 in International Hospitality
Management and Tourism by
Manchester Metropolitan University
in June 2011.
Adam MARCH (N02/07) was
awarded a 2.1 in Engineering by
Cambridge University in June 2011.

He has joined Network Rail as part of
their Graduate Trainee programme.
Iain PARR (N02/07) was awarded a
2.2 in Material Sciences by Oxford
University. After the summer spent
working in a Ugandan village with
an Oxford University charity, Iain
joined Rolls Royce as a trainee and
will be based in Derby before moving
to other Rolls Royce sites.
Anna WATTS (W02/07) was awarded
a First Class Honours degree with
distinction in French and Spanish by
Edinburgh University in June 2011.
Anna won a Scholarship to study for
an M.Sc by Research in Latin
American Literature at Edinburgh
University from September 2011.
Michelle De MORA (P03/08) was
awarded a 2.2 in Geology/Physical
Geography by Southampton
University in June 2011. Michelle is
spending a further year at
Southampton and plans to become a
teacher of Mathematics, following in
the footsteps of her mother who is
Head of Mathematics at King’s.
Milly DEANEY (W04/06) is currently
working on snow research for a Ph.D.
Alex MACCAW (N04/07) has written
a book on Javascript and accepted a
post with Twitter, necessitating a
move to San Francisco.
Patrick FEREDAY (N05/09) began a
golfing scholarship at David and
Elkins College, West Virginia in
October 2012. In May 2012 he
transfers to the University of Tampa
for 3 years. He reports that the college
golf system there is a good way to
combine both academics and a fair
amount of golf.
Sean NIXON (B05/10) will take part
in a 2000 mile tractor drive in June,
2012 in aid of Help for Heroes. He will
be at the wheel of a 1940s ‘Grey
Fergie’ tractor, travelling for 16 hours
a day at 10 mph! The journey will
start at Dover Castle and head for
Land’s End, then make its way up to
John O’Groats to finish at the AGCO’ s
HQ in Coventry. Donations may be
made through the Just Giving
website at
www.justgiving.com/littlegreyfergie.
The Old Brutonian 2012 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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ENGAGEMENTS
DUNLOP, Simon (L90/95) to Charlotte Baker in January 2012
GRAZETTE, Andrew (B97/02) to Ruth Gibbins in December 2011
GUEST, Jonathan (N94/01) to Antoinette Mmoh.

MARRIAGES
ALLEN, Russell (N90/93) to Joanne Clare Herniman on
September 9th, 2011 in Taplow, attended by John
Cunningham, Douglas McKenzie and Robin Phillips

Simon Gorbutt wedding

Russell Allen wedding

Edward Briggs' wedding L to R Chris Balchin, James McComas, Ed Briggs,
Matt Crowcombe and Charlie White

BARNES, James (L95/99) to Alison on August 3rd, 2008
BEATTIE, Adrian (N97/01) to Emily Jacqueline Clarke on
September 24th 2011 in the Spanish Barn at Torre Abbey,
Torquay, Devon. Adrian’s sister Ana Beattie (A98/02) was also
present
BRIGGS, Edward, Lieutenant RN (FP, P97/02) to Sarah Nathanial
on 24th March 2012 in Bournemouth, attended by Old
Brutonians Chris Balchin, James McComas, Matt Crowcombe
and Charlie White
CROFTS, Russell (L87/92) to Joanna Skinner on December 5th,
2010. Old Brutonians who attended were Lewis Crofts,
Edward Palmer and Matthew Westlake
CROWCOMBE, William (P96/01) to Carlyn in 2011 in the
Netherlands
DUNN, Mark (P95/00) to Sarah Antoinette on August 13th 2011
in St Colan, Cornwall
GORBUTT, Simon (P97/02) to Madelene Hägg on May 20th,
2011 in Ronda, Spain. Charlie White was Best Man, and Old
Brutonians who also attended were: Chris Balchin, Richard
Simpson and Patrick Thompson
LEVITAN, Jason (L97/02) to Leah Bulloch on December 10th,
2011 in Nairobi, Kenya
LEWIS, Jenny (W01/03) to Martin Atkinson on February 4th, 2012
PALMER, Antony (L95/00) to Elizabeth Kulakov on 28th January
2012 at St Leonard's Church, Pitcombe. Attended by Old
Brutonians Henry Hobhouse, Edward White, Pete Lovell and
Edd Thompson

Mark Dunn wedding: Old Brutonians from L to R:
Simon Burrows, Chris Pratt, (Sarah Dunn - not an Old Brutonian!) Mark Dunn, Matthew Green, Sandy McKenzie, Rob Campbell

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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Kate Sedgman and David Hindley

SEDGMAN, Kate (W95/97) to Michael Lea on December 17th,
2011 attended by the following Old Brutonians: Lizzie Sedgman
(W97/99), Giles Sedgman (P96/02) Louisa Montgomery (nee
Crang) (W95/97), Duncan Weir (O92/97), Sophie Weir (nee
Glenday) (W97/99), Richard Stacey (B93/98), Hannah CarewGibbs (W96/98), Frank Luard (P92/97), Ed Thomas (L93/98),
Sally Snook (nee Stonham) (Hall 72/73), Rob Snook (B62/65)
Stephen Jenkins (L56/61) and David Hindley (Staff 63/99 and
Hon Secretary OBA)

Sam Watkins wedding back row: Friederike Hoffmann (W - sister in law),
Ben Watkins (B - brother), Marcus Casfikis (B), Chris Spalton (O),
Luke Foot (O), Sam Todd (L), Pal Wilson (L), Frank Tickner (P),
Chris Martin (O), Nick Aylwin-Foster (B), James Knoedler (N)
Dan Maughan (B), Kat Maughan (W - nee Sens),
Will Aitken (O), Rob Child (P)
Front row: Richard Luffingham (B), Marcus Young (O),
Sam Watkins (B - Groom!), Funmi Watkins (Bride),
Will Talmage (N), Fred Lee (N)

David Watts wedding

BIRTHS

James Thomas wedding

THOMAS, James (L90/95) to Belinda Brown on June 11th, 2011.
The wedding was attended by the following Old Brutonians
and a Former Pupil: Andrew McNeil (P89/94), Tim McCallum
(O90/95), James Thomas (L90/95), Thomas Rooke (O90/95),
Thomas Gough (O90/95), Robin Phillips (O90/95), Daniel Conci
(B89/94), John-Kai Fleming (B93/98), George Robson (O90/95),
Edward Beresford-Jones (O90/95), Chris Upton (N88/93),
Edward Thomas (L93/98), Bruce Rayfield (L88/89), James
Lawrence-Brown (N89/94) and Oliver Fowlston (P89/94).
WATKINS, Sam (B97/02) to Funmi Akin-Ajayi on July 9th 2011
in Cheltenham attended by 21 Old Brutonians-see the photo
for details!
WATTS, David (O95/00) to Frances Morley Fletcher on August
20th 2011 in Padbury, Buckinghamshire. Old Brutonians
present were Simon Burrows, Chris Davis, Andrew Gillett, Jack
Foot, Rob Campbell, Grant Bentley & Anna Watts and Nigel
Watts, Staff. David and Frances are happily living in London on
Portobello Road, working in photography and illustration.
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BARNES, to James (L95/99) and Alison a daughter, Georgina on
March 26th, 2007
BORYER, to Chris (B88/93) and Emma a son Cameron Alexis on
May 28th, 2011
BRAGG, to Hannah, nee Luard (W91/93) and Thomas, a daughter,
Elizabeth Charlotte, on May 23rd, 2011, a sister for George
CROFTS, to Russell (L87/92) and Joanna a son, James on
February 6th, 2011
CROWCOMBE, to William (P96/01) and Carlyn a son, Dexter on
March 2nd, 2012
DZARLIJEVA, to Elena (W98/00) and Tan a daughter, Mila, on
August 17th, 2011
LANSDELL, to Jonathan (P89/94) and Heather a son, Jonathan
Richard
LLOYD, to James and Charlotte, a daughter, Isabella on
November 13th, 2011, sister for Olivia
OULTON, to Rupert (N88/93) and Cassie a son, Liam Everett, on
April 5th, 2011
REACH, to Jamie (L91/95) and Emma a daughter, Gwendoline,
on July 20th, 2011, a sister for Ben
SEATON, to Emma (nee EVELYN W98/00) and Charlie a
daughter, Jemima, at the end of June 2011
UPTON, to Chris (N88/93) and Emma twins, Jack and Amelie
on March 2nd, 2011
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CHRISTOPHER
WATTS (O79/83)
1965-2011
The following address was
given by Chris’s sister,
Sandy, at his funeral:
Son, brother, uncle,
cousin, friend, colleague,
boss. Stubborn, bloody
minded, frustrating,
moody, misunderstood,
Mr Grumpy.
Passionate, loyal,
generous, a solid friend, supportive, brilliant, a true
entrepreneur, amazingly driven, a brilliant businessman.
Just some of the words to describe Chris.
Chris came into the world on Boxing Day 1965, several
days early after too much Christmas pudding, Mum
recalls. And as soon as he could walk he would be out
with the animals or on a tractor.
Chris would spend all his spare time on the farm and
this would continue throughout his life. He went to
Hazelgrove prep school, aged 12, and finished at King’s
School, Bruton, following in his Dad’s footsteps. I always
remember Sunday evenings when Chris had to return to
school, the long face or the put-on stomach ache. All he
wanted to do was stay on the farm; this was even harder
when it was the harvest season. He would be dragged
from the fields to put on his uniform before heading back.
On leaving school he went to Lackham Agricultural
College for two years before travelling to Denmark and
then to Australia, to travel and gain more experience. It
was there that he saw an opportunity and considered
returning to Oz to set up a business, making specialist
sausages. However, on his return from one of those trips
he reached Blagdon, stopped to look across the lake and I
think it was then that the real love affair with the valley
and the farm started. So he decided to start a new
business here, renting a field from his father to do clay
pigeon shooting and quad biking. This was in 1988 and, as
most of you know, he turned it into a successful
hospitality business which is going from strength to
strength in 2011. I think in recent months his vision for the
farm and the hospitality business was all starting to come
together.
Things really changed for Chris in 1991 after losing our
dear father to cancer. Suddenly he had the responsibility
of the family farm and ensuring that the tradition
continued. This is what he set out to achieve. That’s what
he did every day. Those of you who were really close to
him will remember him for his shocking time keeping, his
ability to call in for supper unannounced, drink all the
wine, all the while taking several phone calls and a
multitude of texts, and then fall asleep.
He was like a great plate juggler with ten plates
spinning at any one time; when the first one was about to
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

drop off and crash he would be back there to get it
spinning again. No wonder none of us could ever really
pin him down or keep up. On the personal side of his life,
you knew you were a special girl if you got the mother
introduction. He visited mum one day and asked her if she
would like to meet his new blond. Mum, ever hopeful,
came out to the car to meet Dennis, the new retriever; her
hopes for a new daughter-in-law were dashed!
A South African friend who visited recently and spent
some time with Chris on the tractor asked him why he
went so fast when picking up the grass. Chris’ reply was: ‘I
like to see if the workers can keep up.’ I think this was true
in all walks of his life.
I saw a different side to Chris when I was lucky enough
to visit South Africa with him last year. He was a more
relaxed person there but still always considering the next
business venture. We did 1000km in a week so he could
show me all his dear friends and the places he adored. The
Waterford Estate was one of those places. His passion for
wine and the idea for his vineyard very much stemmed
from there. But on his return from these trips I think he
was always struck by the draw of his home, and felt there
to be no better place in the world for him than Aldwick
and the valley it sits in.
His passion for flying was evident to us all. At any
opportunity he would take someone up for a trip. The fact
that he could walk out of the door and go wherever he
pleased really filled him with so much pleasure. He loved
the freedom. Recently, when he landed in Woolacombe, a
small child came over to ask if he was famous. A big,
broad grin came across his face and he had a little chuckle.
I believe that when a person dies, the essence of that
person is revealed. At the moment of death a person’s
character stands out happy for the person who has forged
it well over the years. Then it will not be the great
achievement that will matter, nor how much money or
possessions a person has amassed; it is what he has made
of himself that will matter. Death can take away from us
what we have, but it cannot take away who we are.
Friends and family to Chris were right up there on his
priority list, without them he would say, ‘What do we
have?’. To look around here today we know that to be so
very, very true.
So I say to you all, don’t hang your heads in sadness. I
know many tears have been shed this week. Take his
memory and live for each day as he did. Don’t look back
and have regrets; he never did. He had great wealth, great
laughs, great fun and great times; he had all of you.
So goodbye, Chris. Goodbye, my dear brother and friend.
I am not sure you will ever know how much you’ll be
missed.
“At every turning of my life, I came across good friends friends who stood by me even when the time raced by.
Farewell, farewell my friends. I smile and bid you goodbye.
No, shed no tears for I need them not. All I need is your
smile. If you feel sad, do think of me. For that’s what I’ll like.
When you live in the hearts of those you love, remember
then, you never die.”
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CLIFF LOWE
(STAFF 87/08)
1946-2011
A large congregation packed
the chapel at Yeovil
Crematorium on Friday,
January 6th, 2012 to bid
farewell to Cliff Lowe,
Honorary Old Brutonian
and, for twenty-one years,
the School’s Estates Bursar.
Led by Cliff’s wife, Carol, and son Christopher (N92/97), the
mourners included the Headmaster, the Bursar and the
Vice-President of the OBA. The School Chaplain, Nigel
Wilson-Brown conducted the Service, and Hon. Secretary,
David Hindley, read the Lesson from the Book of Revelation.
The following eulogy was delivered by Cliff’s brother:
Cliff was born 65 years ago in Middlesex, the only one in
the family to be born outside of Yorkshire, so here began
our own internal North/South divide.
We moved back up north in the early 50s and Cliff
attended the local grammar school. He was keen on rugby
and swimming and finished up swimming for the County
for a short time. He was also the only one of us who could
do and understand his French homework. On leaving
school he started work in the local steelworks but he did
not enjoy this work and one day came home and
informed Mum that he had joined the army. Oh what joy!
Cliff served in the army for 24 years in the Signals
Regiment and did tours of duty in Germany and the Far
East. He also did 3 years in Northern Ireland and, because of
this, was allowed to indicate either the Regiment he wanted
posting to next or the country he would like to serve in. He
chose Hong Kong or the Ghurkas. He got both.Whilst
finishing this tour he did the one thing you do not do in the
army and that is to volunteer for a posting. He volunteered
for a job in Brunei and, instead, he was posted to York
followed by Loughborough. When he came out of the army
he moved to Bruton, and the rest is your history.
Cliff was an outgoing and cheerful person who got on
well with everyone and was quite happy talking to
someone he had never met before; he would usually have
heard their life story within 10 minutes unless they were
asleep or stuck up. He was forever being told by us to
speak clearly and stop mumbling. If you were invited to
stay at his house you were made very welcome by both
Cliff and Carol and told to treat the house as your own.
Amongst his interests was cooking: he bought Carol
three cookery books for Christmas, ones that he was
interested in and did not have in his library, so I leave you
to work out who they were really for. Other enthusiasms
were gardening, watching sport, music (over the past few
years he has digitised his record collection), skittles, bowls,
golf and drinking malt whiskey (especially mine). Whilst
in Hong Kong he became an ASA qualified swimming
instructor and taught the local children to swim and,
whilst at King’s School, he helped coach the swimming
teams for several years.
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If ever I needed something guaranteed to trigger
memories of Cliff, it would be someone rolling their own
cigarettes. There has been much money made and lost in
our family on how many cigarettes he would get out of
one strand of tobacco.
Cliff leaves behind him his wife Carol (next year would
have been their 40th wedding anniversary) and
Christopher who is a credit to them both.
From being diagnosed with cancer six years ago, Cliff
has never let his illness control his life. He would work
with it but never be controlled by it. This was most
noticeable in his holidays: where at first he and Carol
planned their holidays twelve months in advance, as time
progressed it came down to weekly targets.
It always amused Dave and me that when a job needed
doing, either professionally or privately, Cliff always knew
someone who would give him a good price and do a good
job. I am sure that he knows someone who will do a good
job for him now, leading him on this his final journey.
Good luck, flower!
On Cliff’s retirement from the School in 2008, Gareth Evans
wrote this appreciation of him in The Dolphin:
I would wait for the telephone to ring, hear it being
answered and a terse voice at the other end say, “Cliff Lowe.”
I would identify myself and hear Cliff say, in his tongue-incheek manner, “Deputy Headmaster [pause], what can I do
for you?”
Staff were always phoning, e-mailing or button-holing
Cliff around the grounds. I suppose it has always been this
way and will always be this way for those who don the
mantle of Estates Manager. Nine hundred and ninety-nine
times out of a thousand, the interruption was not about
what that person could do for Cliff but rather what they
wanted from Cliff. Oh, and by the way, could it be done
yesterday? It is no wonder the man looks so well in his
retirement.
In 1984, the Governing Body of King’s School appointed a
new Bursar, Ian Birkett, who decided he needed a righthand man to look after the estates at King’s. Accordingly, in
1987 he chose a Staff Sergeant from the Royal Signals for the
post of Estates Manager, and the candidate told Ian, “It’s
your job I want!” Cliff was duly appointed and King’s Bruton
embarked on the Lowe years.
When Cliff was recruited, Ian was looking for someone to
lead the staff in the Estates Department, and Cliff certainly
did that. He was not a distant leader, however, and was
always prepared to roll up his sleeves and ‘muck in’, which
was appreciated by those in his teams. The support staff
also knew if they had a problem they could take it to Cliff
and, firm but fair, he would sort it out for them; they really
valued him for this. His code was a simple one: if you
grafted hard on behalf of the School, he would recognise
and replay that loyalty.
If he had not joined the Army he could have had a career
with the circus. He was a great juggler, keeping many balls
in the air at the same time: computer-assisted design;
project management; summer painting teams; routine
maintenance. In recent years, he showed how receptive he
was to new ideas by meeting the challenge of working
under the BSA’s Principles of Boarding and with the
Development Working Party. The quality of his project work
The Old Brutonian 2012 - www.oldbrutonians.com
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can be seen in the Wyndham Building and in the
developments in Arion and Blackford Houses, and he
achieved all this while competing with the conflict of high
expectations and tight budgets.
Of course, when Ian appointed Cliff, it was not only Cliff
we got but also Carol, his wife, and Christopher, their son.
Carol had met Cliff in the Army and, since arriving in
Somerset, has forged her own career, working in personnel
in local government. Christopher attended Hazlegrove and
King’s (even suffering my teaching for two years) before
going on to university. Their tight family relationship has
always been important to Cliff and gave him a bedrock on
which he could build his role as Estates Manager at King’s
Bruton.
The last 21 years in Somerset have been about more than
work, however: Cliff has enjoyed playing bowls, has become
a legend on the skittles circuit, as well as having a penchant
for modelling flat caps. His great passion in recent years has

MAJOR RICHARD MURISON (N45/50)
1932-2012
The following eulogy was written by Professor Carl Bridge of
the Menzies Centre for Australian Studies at King's College,
London. The funeral was held at the Presbyterian Church of
St Andrew in Canberra on 12th January 2012.
Everyone here knew their own Richard Murison and will
remember him in different ways. For me, he was a
wonderful companion and staunch friend over the last
twenty years or so. We shared interests in military history,
in Britain and Australia, in the bush and travel, in the arts
(especially museums), in ceremony and traditions, and in
good conversation. He was a great walker. We shared
much laughter and many innocent intimacies. I shall miss
him immensely. As will we all. He had an unsurpassed gift
for friendship.
Richard, or Dick to his fellow military officers, was a
proud Anglo-Scot (is there any other sort?). The family,
originally from Perthshire has the right to bear arms
(three moors’ heads). He was born in Winchester in
1932, son of Squadron Leader Frederick Murison RAF
and his Anglo-Irish wife Eileen O’Connor, and followed
his father to King’s School, Bruton, in Somerset. The
school motto is ‘For all you can be’. He thrived at King’s
Bruton, where he was a School Prefect, batted in the 1st
XI, captained New House tennis, won the History Prize
twice under the inspirational master Tom Tremlett, and
was a sergeant in the cadets. I relish a memory of the
glint in his eye as he told me of long bicycle rides up
the hill and through the countryside to the leafy
fastness of King Alfred’s Tower on the idyllic Stourhead
estate and freewheeling all the way back down again.
If you have never been there you must go.
Next came the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst (its
motto ‘Serve to lead’) and commissioning in 1952 into his
beloved Gordon Highlanders. Their Celtic motto is
‘Bydand’, meaning ‘Steadfast forever’ or ‘always ready’.
These exhortations meant much to him. Richard was a
platoon commander in the testing jungle conditions of
the Malayan Emergency and in the political turmoil of
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

been golf, and his ability to walk the course, mixing equally
with ex-headmasters, senior wardens and the most junior
students, tells us a great deal about the man.
We should not forget the wry comment, the impish
sense of humour, his nose for a good and loyal worker, the
remnants of his Redcar accent and, as Master i/c
Swimming, Cliff plunging into the swimming pool, fully
clothed, to recue a pupil at swimming finals, finishing the
gala dripping wet.
Cliff, you have given so much to the School; I hope you
get plenty out of your retirement.
The OBA also benefited hugely from Cliff’s generous
support over the years, both in establishing our office in
the School in the early 1990s and each year at the time of
the annual Bruton Dinner (now sadly defunct). In
recognition of his work on our behalf, he was elected an
Honorary Old Brutonian in 2006. Ed.
Cyprus, and a company commander during Confrontation.
He also served in Germany and Kenya. His forte was
logistics and he was one of three officers qualified to fly
the regimental plane. He left the Gordons in 1966 to move
to a commercial post in Australia with his Australian first
wife, Molly Travers, whom he had married in Kuala
Lumpur in 1960, and their young family – daughter
Tamsin, and sons Alexander and James.
Recently, John Durbin one of his contemporaries in the
Gordons wrote of him, describing a man many here will
recognise: ‘I will always remember Dick being fiercely
loyal to the men under his command and to the Regiment.
He was always immaculately turned out and demanded a
high standard from others. His dedication to duty and his
soldiers could never be questioned. He … was well known
as an independent, determined but modest person.’ The
Gordons, for Richard, were always his ‘regimental family’.
He delighted in the skirl of the pipes, a reeling pas de
bas(que) or a good lament.
In 1971 Richard joined the Australian Army as an
infantry major and served in a variety of posts until his
resignation at the end of 1986. For the last eight years he
was seconded to the Department of Defence in Canberra
and had a hand in the redesign of the Army’s uniforms
and in planning ceremonial occasions. He much enjoyed
the Anzac Day march and in retirement would appear
each year in his Gordon uniform, erect, kilted and
glengarried.
His first marriage ended in a bitter divorce in 1979. One
consequence was separation from his children. Richard
was constant in his love and concern for them, but he was
pained by the difficulties that separation created of
building relationships with them.
He remarried in 1981, an English horse breeder, Pam
Young, whom he had met on holiday in Madeira, but the
marriage was barely two years old when she suicided over
financial difficulties with her business of which she had
not told him. This broke his heart, but he bore the tragedy
with characteristic stoicism and dignity. He never
remarried, though he much enjoyed the company of lively
and intelligent women, most recently a close friendship
with Marie-France Roussety, lately High Commissioner for
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Mauritius in Australia. Richard cultivated a wide circle of
friends and valued each and every one of us.
Richard’s great achievement in retirement was to be
instrumental in the inception, planning and building of
the splendid Magna Carta monument in Langton Place,
Canberra, near the National Library, the Australia-Britain
Society’s offering to mark the centenary of Federation in
2001. This brought together several of Richard’s abiding
interests, not least King’s School Bruton, for it is the
school’s 1297 copy of Magna Carta (unearthed by Tremlett
in the 1930s) which the Australian parliament bought in
1952 and which graces Parliament House to this day,
symbolising Britain’s greatest gift to us.
Richard was an intrepid explorer. He walked the
Canberra hills almost daily, in early years with his little
greyhound ‘Spider’, sometimes with friends, often alone.
He also meticulously planned great outback treks in his
trusty and venerable Subaru stationwagon, criss-crossing
much of the continent over the years. He prized the simple
pleasures of wayfaring, of chance meetings and good

cheer, and communing with the deep mysteries of the
bush. His fascination with rock art took him all over and
beyond Australia, to Portugal and Italy, Brazil and Saudi
Arabia. He had a penchant for museums and his house
came to resemble one: his slouch hat, batting pads, Pam’s
equestrian bronzes and rosettes, his father’s MBE, all
carefully displayed.
Richard had his blind spots: he was a terrible cook,
he was squeamish at the sight of blood, and he was a
technophobe, avoiding e-mail to the end and incapable
of the simplest of household repairs. Yet all this was
somehow endearing and his many friends willingly
came to the rescue. He found great solace in this kirk
and in St John’s Anglican church just down the road
from his house. His was an uncomplicated,
undemonstrative piety.
He suffered many grave adversities but he lived his life
positively and well. In his inimitable way, he was ‘all he
could be’, he ‘served to lead’, and he was ‘forever steadfast’.
Vale Richard.

PATRICK BURR
(P45/49)

ALAN DRANE (N38/40)

1931-2011

1924-2012

Paddy, as he was known
to all his friends, was
born in Yeovil on
February 10th, 1931. He
lived all his life in the
house where he was
born. Initially he went to
school at St Nicolas,
Yeovil where he was joint
head prefect in a class of four! He moved to King’s
School, Bruton in the summer term of 1945, following
his brother, Bill. He completed his schooling as a house
prefect in Priory House.
In the Sixth Form, he was one of only two students
taking mathematics and physics for Higher School
Certificate, as it was then known. Donald Richardson
(DDR), John Ely, John Tyndall and Mr Lodge were his
teachers. He was given a good grounding in those
subjects, with the result that, after two years National
Service with the Army (REME), mostly in Egypt, he went
to Newcastle University to take an engineering degree,
being subsequently invited to stay on and study for a
PhD. This he declined and joined EMI Wells for two
years, eventually moving on to Plessey Templecombe
where he rose to General Manager. He retired two years
after Marconi took over Plessey.
Latterly he was heavily involved with Yeovil Hospital
as a non-executive director of the Foundation Trust
with particular interest in finance. He was also an
active supporter of a charity named ‘Breathabilty’,
helping people suffering from chronic occlusive
pulmonary disease (COPD).
Paddy had no immediate family but had a wide circle
of friends. He died peacefully in his sleep on October
7th, 2011.

There is no formal obituary of Alan, who died
on January 10th, 2012, but the following is an
extract from a letter, written by Alan’s son,
Roland (B67/72) to the Hon. Secretary:
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“He was in New House, I believe from 1939 to
1942 [correct dates shown above] and left
school early to join the Navy. As you may
remember, he was a contemporary of Basil
[Wright], John Rees, David Hickley and, I think,
Brian Couzens for a short time and was
taught, as I was, by John Tyndall. So, when I
arrived in Blackford in 1967, it was comforting
to have those links, especially when arriving
from a foreign land, before the days of the
internet, SMS and cheap phones.
“As you know, I have very good memories
of my time at KSB which you greatly
contributed to, but my Dad also had fond
memories of his time at the School in an era
which must have been much more austere
than the swinging late Sixties.
“His KSB education made a lasting imprint
on him. He remained so much an Englishman
in France, and his British demeanour was
often remarked upon. I am sure his time at
Bruton was very much an influence on his
‘comportement’.
“For me, it was always a pleasure for us
both to reminisce on our schooldays, and it
really added a dimension to our bond. We
have to thank the School for that.”
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JOHN LUCAS
(O41/45)
1927 – 2009
By D.Y.C. Lucas

John was born in
Frome, Somerset. He
grew up in
Abergavenny,
attended prep
school, St. Peter’s,
Weston-super-Mare,
and then followed
his brother, Peter, to
King’s School, Bruton. He was an accomplished raconteur
and had quite a repertoire of stories about his school days.
He was a House Prefect as well as a Sergeant in the OTC.
He was also carthorse 15 at rugger under the supervision
of Alan Yeats-Brown.
After leaving Bruton, he joined the Royal Artillery. He
was a natural leader and rose to the rank of Captain
within a short space of time. Upon completing his
National Service, he trained as a Chartered Accountant at
J. Stuart Charlton in Leeds. Although he was working
extremely hard, he found time to join the Territorial Army
(269 West Riding Field Regt RATA) and run their club
room. It was through the Terries that he met Eric Ross, an
encounter that led to an extraordinary new chapter of his

JOHN
COLERIDGE
(P40/44)
1926-2011
The following address
was delivered by Steve
Benson at John’s funeral
in December, 2011
It is an honour to be
asked to say a few
words (10 minutes
came the order from
the cloth) about the
remarkable character
that was John
Coleridge. All those
present and the many others who would have wished to
be here first and foremost will want to offer sympathy
and what comfort they can to Myrna, Michael, Mark,
Anthony and Annie. But we are also here to applaud and
remember the man whom Myrna, the family and we, in
our different ways, loved and admired.
John was born in 1926 in Leigh-on-Sea, an Essex man.
His father was a bank manager and John was brought up
an only child, mainly by his Aunt Nin as his mother
suffered poor health. His main childhood companion was
a cocker spaniel, Paddy, whose photograph always took a
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

life. Eric offered him a job at Barton Mayhew in Lisbon.
It was in Portugal that John spent some of the happiest
years of his life. He met his wife, Marion Evans and their
three children, Diana, Yvonne and Charles, were born.
In 1962, John moved his family to Switzerland where he
set up the first Swiss office for Barton Mayhew &
Turquands Youngs. In 1974 he opened his own accounting
firm near Geneva and continued practising until his
death. By the early 1990s, John and Marion decided to get
out of the fast lane and moved to Guernsey.
John lived his life according to the highest moral
standards. He believed if anything is worth doing, it is
worth doing to perfection. He loved nicknames, applying
them liberally to his children, his neighbours and also to
the twelve cars he owned during his lifetime. This was a
habit he picked up at Bruton where his brother was
known as Pluto. He captivated friends and family with his
wonderful sense of humour and spirit for adventure. He
went to Africa frequently on business in the 50s and once
sent his boss a telegram: “Up the Limpopo without a
paddle, not returning soonest.”
John died in full harness as he would have wished. He
broke his hip in a simple fall at home. The operation was
successful but recovery took an unpredictable toll, and he
passed away suddenly of a heart attack six weeks later.
He was immensely proud of his family, especially his
two young grandsons, Christopher and Matthew. He was
also immensely proud of his immortal status as an Old
Brutonian.

prominent place amongst the family snaps on his desk.
Having announced at the age of ten his intention to
become a naval officer, he was sent to King’s School,
Bruton, as a boarder in 1940. He passed the exams to
Dartmouth but failed the medical, apparently having lost
too many molars to a kick in a rugby scrum! In 1944 he
went up to King’s College, Cambridge but rapidly joined
the R.N.V.R. and entered the navy (radar branch) as an
Ordinary Seaman. He was proud of his lower deck career
which had a significant effect on his personal perspective
and no doubt taught him a vocabulary hitherto unknown
to him. He first met Margaret in 1947 whilst still in
uniform when she visited Aunt Nin on the South Coast
and he later said that he was convinced there and then
that this was the girl for him. He returned to Cambridge,
taking his degree in French and English and completing
the Times Crossword by 11am each morning with his great
friend and future best man, Terry, in FitzBillies, a wellknown undergraduate coffee house along King’s Parade.
He attended occasional lectures (those of Bertrand Russell,
F.R. Leavis and Nikolaus Pevsner for choice rather than
relevance to his course). He indulged his early love of
cricket (his favourite of the many games he played with
panache), no doubt joined plenty of societies and took
part in other activities, and attended evensong in King’s
Chapel.
After graduating in 1951 and before returning to
complete a year’s teaching qualification, he married
Margaret in Edinburgh after a four year courtship,
conducted mainly by post.
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Then came Gresham’s and a cottage in Letheringsett
from which he cycled to school every morning. Andrew
came along in 1955, Michael a year later. In 1959 the
family sailed for the USA where John taught for a year at
Wooster College, Connecticut, directing Murder in the
Cathedral in the school chapel. The American influence
remained with him when he became first Housemaster
of Tallis in 1962: he returned to America on sabbatical in
1973 to research the life and times of his poetic muse,
Emily Dickinson.
During his 99 terms at Gresham’s, he really was a
renaissance man (if a very modern one). He coached
hockey, cricket and rugby, was i/c sailing; he organised the
athletics and was for a while an officer in the C.C.F. He and
Margaret ran Tallis, of course; he was Head of English; he
directed school plays in the Theatre in the Woods, annual
House Plays, and never-to-be-forgotten Staff productions.
He became, at an unusually tender age, Second Master (or
Deputy Head) to Logie Bruce Lockhart, and for a term at the
end of his time, he was Acting Headmaster. At various
times he also chaired the Archaeological Society, was
President of the Debating Society, Editor of the School
magazine, Founder of the VI Form Discussion Group and his
American experiences made him a vital cog in the School
Council, short lived but necessary, to allay the pressures of
student rebellion in the late ‘60s and early ‘70s.
What made him exceptional in his influence on
generations of Greshamians was his ever-positive
attitude. He was an encourager, an enthusiast, at his best
inspirational; his classes were never dull. He roamed the
common rooms, dormitories and bed-sitters of Tallis with
easy informality, chatting, listening, laughing with boys of
all ages, building up fragile egos, cheering up the
homesick, making lions out of lambs, trying out ideas on
prefects, who sometimes felt the need to dampen down
his excesses, thus showing that they were much more
conservative than their ever innovative Housemaster.
Perhaps he was at his best with House Plays. He was
always a good team leader, not too didactic, getting to
know his cast and encouraging their initiative in
characterisation. He understood the prime importance of
confidence in teenage boys - and later girls.
But it was not just amongst young people that these
talents bore fruit. To colleagues too he was always
accessible. He was not a moaner or carper; his energy
seemed inexhaustible. He consulted, he listened, he
praised and commiserated, he was a born communicator.
His Staff Plays brought the Senior and Junior school
common rooms together and the subsequent parties
added greatly to staff morale. The most unlikely
colleagues and wives or husbands were enticed to
perform to their own amazement and the school
audience’s delight. He embraced the wider community.
He joined the Holt Rotary Club; his club of 10 was opened
to local parents and friends bringing distinguished
speakers to widen all horizons. He became a Town
Councillor and he played cricket for Holt.
After 25 years of happy partnership, John took Margaret
on a long-cherished cruise to the Norwegian Fjords. It was
idyllic at first but then she became seriously ill. The
voyage was cut short and within weeks of returning to
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Holt, Margaret died.
It was a sickening blow to the family but gradually they
recovered and three years later John married Myrna and a
new chapter in his life opened. There was, of course,
another tragedy yet to come: the death of Andrew,
Michael’s elder brother, a fine schoolmaster who promised
so much and was so well-regarded and loved by all who
knew him. John himself gave the address at Andrew's
funeral and at the memorial service that followed at
Bradfield College.
In retirement John and Myrna moved to Stiffkey, then
to Wells and finally to Fakenham.
In each place he became involved in the community
and indulged his love of literature, poetry and golf.
Together with Kevin Crossley-Holland, John founded the
Wells Poetry Festival in 1997. He played carpet bowls in
Stiffkey and lawn bowls in Wells. He was a steadfast
member of the congregation at Wells-next-the-Sea church
and latterly of this church in Fakenham. He wrote much
and published some. He won prizes for his poetry. And he
played bridge, lots of bridge, well-oiled bridge, with close
friends from Gresham’s days.
It was typical of John, the all-encompassing, that he not
only became a playing member of Sheringham and
Brancaster golf clubs but that he wrote their histories too,
as he did also of the Pedagogues, a golfing society for
schoolmasters which became ever more important in his
life as the years went by, and of which he became
President. In this congenial company John enjoyed the
banter, the laughter, the companionship, the open air, the
joy of sporting engagement.
In recent years, when he was unable to walk the course
but was still able to swing a club, he would take to a
buggy. On one occasion he took a wrong turning and
vanished into a wood, emerging later, ducking and diving
through the falling foliage to the sound of elephantine
crashing as branches flew and undergrowth was
trampled. The buggy was a write-off. If any one man
deserves a medal for enabling John to enjoy these
fabulous gatherings it is his ex-colleague George Heaney
who must have driven him thousands of miles to host
schools throughout the land. Even when he was no
longer able to play, he could enjoy the party. He was
witty. He could tell a story and take a joke.
He was no paragon; John had his faults. He was not a
practical man nor was he one for detail. Things tended to
be left to the last moment: one Staff Play had its first
rehearsal five days before opening night. ‘Seat of pants’
springs to mind in flying parlance. Myrna tells of learning
much about the stern test ahead of her from an incident
early in their marriage. The phone rang and John was
asked if he could attend some function. ‘I’ll just get the
diary,’ he said and put the receiver down on the table. He
returned and before Myrna’s incredulous eyes, he
attempted without success but for some time to carry on
the conversation with the diary pressed to his ear.
John’s strength was his extraordinary ability to relate to
people. He possessed huge creative energy; he had
charisma which made him seem even taller than he was;
he had style - and he knew it! As one great friend put it,
referring to his ability to enthuse and engage and
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persuade those with whom he came in contact, it was
hard 'not to catch the magic'. He was a life-enhancer and
his memory will live on in the hearts of the many people,
ex-pupils not least, whose lives he touched and inspired
in so many ways, and who are present today or who have
written and rung and emailed from near and far to
express their gratitude, respect and warm affection.
John’s was a life tinged with great sadness but blessed
with the love and support of two wonderful women and
two fine sons. He can have had hardly an enemy in the
world and many more than his fair share of friends.
A few days ago I was enjoying a weekly mardle with a
group of regulars of similar vintage at the bar of the
Feathers Hotel. Two of our number were Holt, born and
bred, locals to the core. I mentioned John’s recent death
and asked whether they had heard of him. One
immediately spoke of John the cricketer and summarised,
“You couldn’t wish for a nicer bloke.” The other, speaking
more quietly, remembered playing billiards with John in
the Stiffkey Village league. “He could talk to anyone,” he
said. “He was a real gentleman”.
I think dear John would have settled for that.

DAVID RIPPER
(O 37/40)
1922-2011
The following eulogy
was given at David’s
funeral by his
daughter, Karen
Moon.
I would just like to
say a few words
about Dad and how
we remember him.
Not all of you will
have known him
when he was younger,
but our memories –
his children (Martin and I), his grandchildren (Sam and
Ben), not forgetting my husband Allister – as you can
imagine, go back a long way. While Dad was in some
ways traditional and quite reserved, he was also energetic
and fun-loving, extremely warm hearted and very much a
family man.
Dad was always active. He loved pottering about at
home, making or mending things. In the past he did all
the decorating and repair jobs on the house - and on car
as well. If you were looking for him, he would either be up
a ladder or under the car – or in his ‘office’ upstairs,
soldering parts for his home built electronics or working
on his first computer (always fascinated by the latest
technology, he had his first computer in the mid-1980s).
But he was also very adventurous and loved to travel.
Many of you will know that he was in East Africa with the
army during the war and met and married my Mum
there. He had many tales of exciting adventures from that
time and his eyes would light up when he told us, for
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

DEATHS
BURR, Patrick, (P45/49) on October 7th 2011
COLERIDGE, John, (P40/44) Former Pupil
DIMENT, Peter, (N58/61) at home in Dorset on 19th
December 2011, aged 67
Richard Sullivan N58/62, his brother Barrie N55/58, Charles
Foot N58/62, Robert Willy L58/61 and Richard Taylor O57/61
attended his funeral
DRANE, Alan (N38/40) on January 10th, 2012. Alan was
father of Roland (B67/72).
LOWE, Cliff (Staff 1987/2008) on December 20th, 2011 in
Bruton, father of Christopher (N92/97)
GROGAN, Michael (N34/39) on Thursday, 15th March, 2012
LUCAS, John (O41/45) in June 2009 in the Channel Islands
MOLESWORTH, John (O41/44) on January 20th, 2012
MURISON, Richard (N45/50) on January 2nd, 2012 in
Australia
RIPPER, David (O37/40) in October 2011
SANDEMAN, Condie (N35/38) on 13th March, 2012. The
funeral of Condie and his wife, Joan who had died five days
previously, was conducted by the Rev. Marion Warren,
widow of John (N35/38) and mother of Peter (N82/87)
WATTS, Christopher (O79/83) on July 24th, 2011 in a
helicopter crash near Bude

instance, about the time his convoy vehicle broke down in
the desert on the road to Somalia. He was responsible for
it until help came, while the convoy moved on.
None of that readiness for a challenge ever left him.
When he was on safari with us once in later years in
Kenya he was delighted at the chance to take over the
LandRover steering wheel, to help us over a difficult piece
of road. And when we took the toboggan out to Richmond
Park in the snow one year, we could see how difficult it
was for him to hold himself back, waiting for his
grandchildren, before taking his turn to shoot off down
the hill at high speed. Sam and Ben have fond memories
of going to Richmond Park with their grandparents,
especially to Pen Ponds to feed the ducks. And Granddad
would reveal the secrets of his workshop and teach them
to use woodworking tools in the garage at home.
Dad was a long-time resident in the Richmond area. My
parents moved to Richmond when I was 8, when Dad got
a job in Acton at CAV (he was an electrical engineer) and
they moved to Ham in 1985 after his retirement. Always
ready for a challenge, he then took on chairmanship of the
Ham Amenities Group and I am told he was a moving
force in the early development of the Ham Fair.
The big thing in my Dad’s life was of course my Mum,
whom he was devoted to. They danced away to 1940s
band music in Nairobi, supported each other through the
most difficult times, like the time they lost their first baby
at 9 months, and in 1977 when their oldest son Paul, my
brother, died at the age of 26. My Dad was devastated
when he lost Mum in 2004. Dad’s memories of dear Mum
never faded and he always longed for the time when they
would one day be together again.
It tells you something about my Dad that he had a son
who was willing to move in and live with him for his last
4 years. It was very special to him that he was able to stay
in his own home with his memories around him right
until the end.
Love from all of us. We love you, Dad
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EDITOR’S APPEAL!
We are always glad to hear news of Old Brutonians and
happy to print updates in the news sections. Articles for
publication need to be copy ready for insertion, in text or
Word format, not ‘locked’ .pdf please, and, generally, no
more than 750 words. Scanned items, handwritten
articles, newspaper cuttings or faxes, however interesting,
cannot be transcribed; your Editorial staff is part time and
voluntary! Photos must be JPEG files at maximum
resolution (300 ppi, minimum size of 100mm wide) with
details of any OBs in the photo. Please send all copy to
oba@kingsbruton.com
Advertising in The Old Brutonian: £180 full page; £95 half
page; £50 quarter page; £350 double page. All adverts
must be copy ready for insertion-we do not have the skill
or time to edit adverts. Please send to
oba@kingsbruton.com
Changes of address
We no longer publish changes of address this year – if you
would like to contact any Old Brutonians, please email
oba@kingsbruton.com

Photo editor: Kirsten Cooke,
www.kirstencooke.co.uk. Tel: 01935 415203.

OBA SUBSCRIPTION RATES
The Rules of the Association stipulate that the current OBA
subscription rates should be published in the Newsletter.
The following information is given to comply with this
requirement.
The life subscription rate for those joining the Association
on leaving the School or within ten years thereafter is £252.
The life subscription rate can be changed by the
Association in general meeting.
The life subscription for those joining more than ten years
after leaving the School is related to the life subscription
rate for leavers in the year of joining on a sliding scale laid
down in the Association’s Rules.
Associate membership is available to staff at the School on
payment of an annual subscription rate equal to one-tenth
of the life subscription rate for leavers in the year of
joining. After payment of ten annual subscriptions an
associate member automatically becomes a life member.

We are continually striving to update our database for use
by the Association to the benefit of the School and of the
King's School Foundation. If you do not wish to be on the
database, please let the OBA Office know. To update
addresses or to inform us of news please contact:

The O.B.A. Office, King’s School, Bruton,
Somerset BA10 0ED
Tel/fax: 01749 813253, e-mail: oba@kingsbruton.com
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OLD BRUTONIAN
INSIGNIA IS
AVAILABLE FROM
THE SCHOOL SHOP
Crested ties in polyester or
silk; striped ties in polyester
or silk; striped bow ties in
silk; Golf Umbrellas and
Dolphin brooches.
Also: King’s School Bruton Remembered,
by Basil Wright;
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants,
by Henry Hobhouse;
Watercolour print of Old House
by W. S. Blackshaw
and blank notecards with views of
Bruton and the School.
The School Shop is open during term time on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from
10.35 to 13.45
Please contact Greta Clutterbuck on
01749 814212 or gmc@kingsbruton.com
for current prices and details of postage and
packing rates.

OBA CRICKET MATCH
SUNDAY 24th JUNE 11:30 START
Please contact Ian Stuart: istuart951@aol.com
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OBGS & APPLE GROWERS

OLD BRUTONIAN GOLF
SOCIETY REPORT ON 2011

T

he highlight of OB Golf in 2011 has to be the
tremendous achievement in reaching the finals
weekend of the Grafton Morrish Tournament.

Left to right: Martin Hamblin, non-playing Capt (P56/58; Mark Charania
(O97/99); Billy Gammon (P87/92); Alex Soskin (O99/04); James Sowerby
(B04/09) Petri Hitches (N82/84) and Nick Gammon (P86/91))

The qualifying heat at Royal Ashdown Forrest in June
saw our team finish joint first with Sherborne and
Winchester, with the top four teams due to qualify. The
successful pairings on that day were Nick and Billy
Gammon, Mark Charania and Alex Soskin, James Sowerby
and Pat Fereday.
In September, Pat departed these shores – we hope only
temporarily! - on a Golf Scholarship to an American
University. Petri Hitches was therefore called in as a
replacement for the finals weekend at Hunstanton in
October. On that weekend, victories for pairs 1 and 3 saw
us triumphant over Warwick School in the first round, but
that was, sadly, the end of the good news as the holders
Clifton, proved too strong for each of our pairs in the
second round.
The Spring Meeting at Trevose was, as always, a very
happy and competitive gathering, with 18 players and
several wives taking advantage of the wonderful facilities
that Nick Gammon places at our disposal there. Petri
Hitches announced his arrival as a member of the Society
in emphatic fashion with victory in both the morning
singles and (in partnership with Jonathan Case and Nick
Gammon) the afternoon three-balls. In the latter, the
winning three pipped Kevin Pike, Duncan Weir and Oliver
East by a single point on Kevin’s farewell appearance
before emigrating to a country I was happy to describe as
‘an Ashes-free zone’.
The Autumn Meeting at Woking was a little down in
Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com

numbers this year, which was a great pity, particularly
when we were allowed such glorious weather in the last
week in September. This time it was local member Daniel
Graham who secured a double victory in the singles and,
in partnership with Petri Hitches, in the afternoon
foursomes.
Back at King’s, the school was suffering from a lean
year with regard to golfers, so the OBGS v King’s fixture
did not happen, but I am delighted to report that, under
the leadership of the Headmaster Ian Wilmshurst as
Master i/c Golf, this fixture has been reinstated for 2012.
We are most grateful to the Headmaster both for his
interest in Golf within the School, and also for his active
participation in the OBGS.
THE FULL FIXTURE LIST FOR 2012 IS AS FOLLOWS:
Friday 27th April
Spring Meeting at Trevose Golf and Country Club
Saturday 26th May
Grafton Morrish qualifier at Royal Ashdown Forest GC
Monday 25th June
OBGS v King’s School at Mendip GC
Friday 13th July
Summer Meeting at Mendip GC
Friday 5th October
Autumn Meeting at Woking GC
The Summer Meeting is a new venture offering just a
half-day’s golf at a local venue ; the plan is to rotate it
between courses in the Somerset – Dorset – Wiltshire area
from year to year. We are keen to encourage all OB golfers,
of whatever standard, to join us for one or more of these
events; if you are not already on my e-mailing list, please
do get in touch and sign up.
Colin Juneman (Staff 79/08) colinjuneman167@btinternet.com

APPLE GROWERS FIXTURES
(These are on the website, and the list will be updated
during the year, so please check.)
Cricket – Sun 29th July
- Blues

Aldershot

Cricket – Sun 16th Sept
- Hampshire Hogs

Warnford, Hampshire

We do have an Old Brutonian hockey fixture,
the details are:
Hockey – Sun 18th Sept
- King's Bruton 2nd XI

Bruton
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ROME FLAT (SLEEPS 2)

To rent: a non-smoking, fully-furnished,
one-bedroom flat with sitting-room, kitchen and
bathroom. Situated on the Janiculum Hill above
Trastevere, within half-an-hour's walk of the
centre and well served by public transport.
Good local shops and markets.
€350 per week
for further details and photos, email
simonjarvis2001@yahoo.it
B(64/68) Staff (81/88)

CLANVILLE MANOR

Farmhouse B&B and Self-Catering, 10 minutes
from Bruton. Quality ensuite B&B
(Visit Britain 4 Stars, Gold Award.
AA 4 Yellow Stars, Highly Commended)
and Self-catering accommodation (AA: 4 Stars)
on a farm run by Robert and Sally Snook, both OBs.
See www.clanvillemanor.co.uk
Sally Snook, Clanville Manor,
Castle Cary, BA7 7PJ
Tel: 01963 350124
e-mail: info@clanvillemanor.co.uk
5% of the cost of your stay will be donated to the OBA

(O75/78)
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CAREERS CONVENTION 2011
THE THIRD ANNUAL KING’S SCHOOL BRUTON CAREERS CONVENTION
FOR THE LOWER SIXTH FORM TOOK PLACE ON FRIDAY, 17TH JUNE, 2011.
The Lower Sixth were welcomed by the organisers of the Convention: Lieutenant Colonel Richard Sullivan (N58/62),
President OBA (05-08), Dr George Tressider, Careers, Education and Guidance Co-ordinator
The first Careers Convention in 2009 took careers advice to a new level and this event is now an essential part of the Schools annual
calendar. This is also an important Old Brutonian event in that most of the speakers and delegates are from our ranks. It is an area
where the Old Brutonian community really can make a difference in helping those who are following after us. It is particularly
important that we support our school leavers, and those leaving further education, who are or soon will be entering the job market,
in such difficult times. More still needs to be done to encourage Old Boys and Old Girls of the School to provide advice, work
experience, mentoring and networking at a time when it has never been more difficult for young people to find suitable
employment. The 2011 Convention was considered to be a great success. There is no better way to illustrate the scope of this event
and the range of professional advice than to publish the list of all those who took part. Our thanks are due to all of them.

THE DELEGATES FOR 2011 WERE:
CHARITIES - CONSERVATION
Sarah King
Outreach Manager – Global Vision International
www.gvi.com
BSc Zoology, University of Leeds

CHARTERED SURVEYING
Lizzie Sedgman (W97/99)
Associate Partner,
Corporate Occupier & Investor Services Cushman &
Wakefield LLP
www.cushmanwakefield.com
Law Degree, Masters in Estate Management, MRICS,
University of Birmingham & LSBU
James Strevens (N86/91)
Partner,
City of London Office Agency & Development
Cushman and Wakefield LLP
www.cushmanwakefield.com
BSc (Hons) Valuation and Estate Management, UWE
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CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
AND CIVIL ENGINEERING
Alister Cutts (B86/89)
Managing Director, Earlcoate Construction Ltd
www.earlcoate.co.uk
Peter Cross
Director, River Copse Ltd and
Consultant, Earlcoate Construction Ltd www.earlcoate.co.uk
BSc, CEng, FICE, University of Leeds
Carl Kelly
Site Manager, Earlcoate Construction Ltd
www.earlcoate.co.uk
HNC Civil Eng, Highbury College, Portsmouth

ENGINEERING - AERONAUTICAL
Angela Styles
Aerodynamics Engineer, Wing and Belly Design Team, Airbus,
www.airbus.com
MA, MEng, Selwyn College, Cambridge
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ENGINEERING - MECHANICAL

MEDICINE – GENERAL PRACTICE

Jamie Cranfield (O94/99)
Engineering Manager, Renishaw
www.renishaw.com
BEng (Hons), Nottingham University

Dr Tim Robinson (L73/78)
GP, NHS
www.doctortwrobinson.com
MB, BS, MRCGP, DRCOG, MFHom, University of London

HUMAN RESOURCES

MEDICINE - OSTEOPATHY

Michael Lerwill
HR Selection & Development Consultant
PSC, MCMI, RMA Sandhurst, Army Staff College

Suzie Franklin (W96/98)
Osteopath
BSc (Hons) Ost, British School of Osteopathy

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

PSYCHOLOGY

Jonathan Finn
Chief Operating Officer, Wildnet Group
www.wild.net
BSc (Hons) Economics, Southampton University

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – SOFTWARE
ENGINEERING
Tim Styles (B92/97)
Director of Technology – AptCore Ltd
www.aptcore.com
MA, MEng, Selwyn College, Cambridge

INSURANCE
Charlie Gallannaugh (P80/84)
Divisional Director, R K Harrison Insurance Brokers Ltd
www.rkhgroup.com
Dip Cert CII, London Metropolitan University

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT
Mark Sullivan
Director, Business Development, Buckland
Capital Partners Ltd
www.bucklandcapital.com

LAW - CORPORATE
George Swan
Senior Associate, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP
www.freshfields.com
MA , LLB Corpus Christi College, Cambridge

LAW – CRIMINAL AND PROBATE
Libby Rae
Partner, Bartlett Gooding & Weelen
www.bgw.uk.com
BA (Hons), LLB, University of Luton and College of Law

MARKETING
Lisa Dimbleby (W89/91)
Account Manager, Fisher Moy International
www.fmigroup.co.uk
BA (Hons) Industrial Design and Technology, Loughborough
University

MEDIA PRODUCTION
Martin Wells
Producer, Mad Cow Films
www.madcowfilms.org
HND Media, Brighton College
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Dr Caroline Schuster
Chartered Psychologist, King’s School Therapist
www.atchange.co.uk
BA (Hons), MSc, DPhil, RGN, Amersham College, Nottingham
University, Hull University, Darmstadt University of
Technology

PUBLISHING
Barry Cunningham
Managing Director and Publisher, Chicken House Publishing
www.doublecluck.com
MA, Trinity College, Cambridge

SPORTS COACHING
Rory O’Brien
Community Officer – Yeovil Town Football Club
www.ytfc.net
Age Appropriate Coaching, Levels 1 and 2
FA Coaching, Levels 1-3

TEACHING
Rosalind Vita
Teacher, King’s School, Bruton
LLB (Hons), Exeter University
Solicitors Final Examination, Lancaster Gate College of Law:
BA (English), PGCE Reading University

CAREERS TUTOR
Christine Davidson
Interviewer – Cambridge Occupational Analysts

THE 2012 CAREERS CONVENTION WILL TAKE
PLACE ON FRIDAY 15th JUNE.

OLD BRUTONIAN WEBSITE
www.oldbrutonians.com
Our website is under review and will
be re styled over the next few months.
It has already been simplified and
much of the out of date content
removed. Please contact the OBA
office, oba@kingsbruton.com, if you
would like news added to the website.
There is also a Facebook group 'Old Brutonian Sports
and Social Fixtures/Events' for up to date news of
sporting fixtures and events plus contact details.

The Old Brutonian 2012 - www.oldbrutonians.com

THE SCHOOL

LETTER FROM THE HEADMASTER
Dear Old Brutonians,
It was a pleasure and a privilege to be a guest of honour at the OBA lunch at Lord’s in December and I was
able to give the Old Brutonians an update on the progress at King’s. I am pleased to inform all Old Brutonians
that King’s, Bruton is in very good shape. Our pupil numbers are encouraging and I was very pleased that we
built on the academic success of 2010 with another set of very strong examination results in 2011.
King’s and Hazlegrove are working closely together to plan for the future and the Governors have
announced a Development Plan over five years to make major investments at both schools. At King’s we must
refurbish all the boarding houses to the highest possible standards, not only to provide the best care and
welfare for our current pupils, but also to attract future pupils. To that end we are currently refurbishing the
boarding accommodation in Wellesley House and over the summer holidays we will totally refurbish Lyon
House. In the past, the School has only been able to afford refurbishment of individual houses one floor at a
time, but now we can take major steps by refurbishing a whole house in one go. By 2016 I am confident that all
our boarding accommodation will be of the highest possible standard.
We are also looking to build a second Astroturf on the shale area on Hyde. This shale area is virtually
unusable and it is, as you know, a large area of the School playing fields. I have appointed a new Hockey Coach
who is making great strides in improving our girls’ and boys’ hockey and as a two-term sport; we need to
provide better playing facilities for all our pupils. We have also reviewed our ICT provision and there will be an
on-going extensive programme of ICT development. I am very conscious that this development has to be costeffective, and the focus is on improving the learning of our pupils rather than improving the teaching.
The final area for development is the old swimming pool site. We will not be able to replace the
swimming pool and there are no plans to build a new swimming pool at King’s. We have not decided how
we are going to develop the swimming pool site yet but it is a very important space at the historic core of
the School, and whatever plans are put in place will be innovative and in keeping with the character of the
Old House buildings.
Outside the Five Year Plan, development and improvement will continue in the School and we anticipate
that the John Davie Room will be fully refurbished by Christmas 2012 to complement the improvements which
have taken place in the Memorial Hall and the corridor outside the Memorial Hall.
We have just launched an Appeal to replace the piano in the Memorial Hall. The grand piano in the
Memorial Hall needs refurbishing and we have been advised that this refurbishment will have no guarantees
of success. Through an Old Brutonian, we have the opportunity of buying a new Bechstein piano at half price so
long as we can raise £30,000 in the next six months. Therefore we have launched our ‘Sponsor a Note Appeal’
and we would ask any Old Brutonian who is keen to support this worthy cause to contact Emma Cobb,
Development and Events Manager, at School.
Old Brutonians are most welcome to visit their School at any time, and I would be delighted to show you
around. You will receive a very warm welcome and we will arrange a tour of the School and your old House.
King’s is in very good heart and, although the external environment is challenging, I am confident that we
will build on our recent success. As Headmaster of King’s Bruton I want to help build the best small school in
the UK and I know that we are well on the way to achieving this ambitious aim.

Ian Wilmshurst
Headmaster

Please send news and photos to oba@kingsbruton.com
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