THE OLD BRUTONIAN
2010

Ben Ross (O88/93 a n d HH83/88)
d i e d o n a c t i v e s e rv i c e i n A f g h a n i s t a n s e rv i n g w i t h t h e
R o y a l M i l i t a ry P o l i c e o n M a y 7 t h , 2 0 0 9

THE OLD BRUTONIAN

BEN ROSS – IN MEMORIAM

B

en Ross came into my family’s lives when I was serving in a helicopter squadron at the Royal
Naval Air Station, Culdrose in Cornwall in the 70s. We lived at the Lizard and my elder
son, Martin, went to the village primary school. Also there was a very young Ben Ross. His
father, Jim, was a RAF flying instructor on exchange with the Navy at Culdrose, teaching young
Naval Officers to fly helicopters. The two small boys became immediate friends and the families
became friends. We are still good friends more than thirty years on.
Eventually our times at Culdrose ended and both families moved away. We moved to the sunny
climes of Dorset and the Ross family to Shropshire. We remained in touch. Eventually, it came
time to choose a Prep School for Martin. After due deliberation we chose Hazlegrove. On our
advice the Ross family looked at Hazlegrove for Ben and fell in love with the place, as we had.
And so both, Ben and Martin, started at Hazlegrove under the care of John Cann. By now Jim
Ross had left the Air Force and the family had moved to Dubai. As a result, we were asked to
become Ben’s guardians, a responsibility we willingly took on. So we acquired a third son, in
addition to Martin and his younger brother Thomas. For the next 10 years, Ben and Martin would
attend Hazlegrove and subsequently King’s, and grew from being boys in short shorts to fine young
men. Throughout, it was clear that Ben was of a serious disposition, with a strong sense of right and
wrong, with loyalty to friends and family that was refreshing. It was wonderful to have a third son
whom we grew to love and nurture as one of our own.
Ben was very keen on sport and grew to be a very strong man with a real physical presence. His
clear love was the CCF, in which he was a very active member of the Army section. So it was no
surprise, when on leaving King’s and in view of the values instilled by John Cann and subsequently
Tony Beadles, Ben decided to join the Army.
Initially, Ben started in the Armoured Corps. He then met Sheena, who was to become his wife.
Sheena was also in the Army and introduced him to the Royal Military Police. It was here that he
found his niche and transferred as fast as he could and so became a Red Cap! Ben was in his
element. He married Sheena, and became a devoted family man for whom the height of perfection
was his wife, his dog and a Rugby match. He excelled as a Military Policeman, not in the context
of fighting crime, more by helping to protect those too vulnerable to protect themselves. Tours in
Iraq and eventually in Afghanistan followed. His future was set fair with a happy marriage and a
developing career as a fine soldier until fate caught up with him in the form of a suicide bomber on
a motor bike who blew himself up next to Ben.
The Army and our Nation lost a fine soldier, Sheena lost a wonderful husband, we lost our third
“son” and King’s lost an excellent example of the fine young men and women it produces.
Ben would not have been happy to have been kept out of harm’s way. He died doing the job he
loved, in the finest traditions of the Army and in the service of his country. King’s can be proud of
Ben Ross, one of your own, just as he was one of our own.
Rest in peace Ben!
Andrew Gough CB,
Rear Admiral (Retired)
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BEN ROSS APPEAL

The Memorial Hall

T

here has been an outstanding response from Old
Brutonians for funds to restore the Memorial Hall to
its former glory-and particularly to the appeal
launched last autumn in memory of Ben Ross, killed in
Afghanistan in May 2009.
Such has been the success of this appeal that it has
been decided to raise the target to £100,000, in order that
the long corridor in front of the Hall can be restored as
well.
The total raised so far (23rd March 2010) is £88,000, still
short of the target but it has given the School the
confidence to go ahead with this project without further
delay. The contract has been signed and work will be
carried out during the summer holidays.
This is a fantastic result and the gratitude of the
Governors, Foundation Trustees and the School goes out to
all those 250 Old Brutonians who have responded so
generously.
If you have not already contributed, it is not too late to
do so. We need to raise the final £12,000 before work
starts. The easiest way is online: www.kingsbruton.org.uk
(Click on Development and follow the link to the online

giving pages.)
There are plans afoot for the newly refurbished
Memorial Hall to be officially opened by a V.I.P sometime
in the winter term. The programme might also include an
inspection and march past by the King’s School, Bruton
Combined Cadet Force, founded in 1910, to mark its
centenary. However, this is some way from being
confirmed.
In the meantime, there is an urgent requirement to
update the data of those Old Brutonians who are currently
serving, or have previously served, in the Armed Forces of
the Crown, including those who are being trained as
Officer Cadets. To this end, would all serving and former
servicemen and women please send details to
oba@kingsbruton.com. We need your Name & House;
years at KSB; Service (RN, Army, RAF); Branch, Regiment or
Corps; Rank; and dates served.
Please can you also put us in touch with any Old
Brutonians known to you, who are serving or have
previously served?
Richard Sullivan (N 58/62)

Careers Convention Speakers (see page 34), outside the Memorial Hall

www.oldbrutonians.com
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once fully loaded with food, equipment and the crew. All
teams had to be totally self sufficient, taking all the food for
the crossing and relying on solar panels to provide the
power for all our equipment and most importantly to pump
and filter the desalinated water.
The timing of the challenge presented its own unique
problems, as no sooner had we set about putting it together
than the world suffered a huge economic downturn – an
unfortunate coincidence considering the cost of the project
was in the region of £80,000! Not wanting this to shackle
our dream we drew inspiration from the great Sir Ernest
Rutherford, who famously once said,
“We don’t have the money so we have to think.”
With that in mind we approached NZ’s largest radio
group, The Radio Network to see if they would act as our
media partner and launch what was to be known as the
‘Find-A-Fourth’ nationwide search for our final crew
member. Following a 3 week campaign and considerable
airtime support across all 126 stations, a staggering 81

INDIAN OCEAN RACE

19th April-10th July 2009 - Chris (Billy) Gammon (P 87/92)

B

ack in 2007 my father was diagnosed with prostate
cancer, which proved to be the catalyst of a life
changing experience. It was the first time I had been
affected by cancer personally and it opened my eyes both to
the seriousness of prostate cancer but also the wider
problem of men’s health in both NZ and UK. With a
staggering number of men diagnosed each year across the
world, I for one was shocked at just how little media
attention and public focus was devoted to this cause.
The Indian Ocean race represented an opportunity to do
something about this, and what better way to raise
awareness than to spend 80+ days sat on our prostates?!
Along with Tom Wigram and Matthew Hampel we formed
three of the [4 man] ‘Rowing For Prostate’ team, NZ’s sole
entry in the inaugural Indian Ocean Race. The 21 month
journey proved to be a long, and at times gruelling,
experience, from the never ending fight to raise the funds
to the crossing itself covering 5,742kms of open water from
Geraldton (W.Australia) to Mauritius.
The challenge offered something different, something
unique and most importantly the opportunity to help put
prostate cancer on the map. None of us had any prior ocean,
let alone rowing, experience, and it was to be a huge leap
out of our comfort zones. However, here was the chance to
compete in one of the few remaining world firsts,
something very few of us ever get the opportunity to
attempt – to put the challenge into perspective more people
had touched the surface of the moon than had crossed the
Indian Ocean! Plenty had tried but no four man crew had
ever made it...
We would be attempting the crossing in a custom made
row boat, measuring 8.8m and weighing nearly 3 tonnes,
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people entered the promotion from all walks of life. The
selection process consisted of various levels of form filling,
interviews and finally on air interrogations at the hands of
the straight talking, no nonsense Matt Gunn from Radio
Sport. It was from here that we found our 4th man, Peter
Staples, and that our Indian Ocean dream was launched in
earnest.
This marketing/PR ‘stunt’ was a huge gamble. Spending
a prolonged period at sea in a row boat with your best
mates would be tough, but doing it with a complete
stranger was fraught with potential problems. However, the
risk was to pay enormous dividends, as not only did we find
the right man for the job but it helped capture the
imagination of New Zealanders and media alike, and from
which sponsors and personal benefactors began to emerge.
During the 18 months in the lead up to race day barely a
night would pass when we weren’t either writing or brainstorming sponsorship pitches, organising fundraiser events,
working on the boat or studying for one of the five
obligatory exams we had to sit before the start of the race.
Put simply, what started out as a simple matter of getting
across an Ocean quickly turned into a life consuming
project. Never has the saying, ‘you’re only as a good as the
team behind you,’ been so apt, and in Rebecca Wigram
(Team Manager) and Al Gwyer (i/c ocean training and
logistics) we had the best, and without whom the start line
would surely have remained but a distant dream.
At 11.10am (local time) on 19th April 2009 we lined up on
the start line with the 9 other crews from around the world.
As the horn blasted and the crowds cheered, our blades
pierced the water to signal the start of 974 nonstop two
hour sessions of rowing!
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No amount of training or ocean experience could have
prepared us for what lay ahead. Over the next 81 days
Mother Nature threw just about everything at us...and
more. Within the first three days 4 other crews had their
challenges terminated, thanks largely to the shear brutality
of the weather we encountered over this period.
For us the problems started on day two when our
forward cabin was flooded thanks to a poorly timed
changeover which coincided with a large wave crashing
through the cabin door – thereby reducing our living
quarters to one rabbit sized hutch for the remainder of the
crossing. However, bigger problems were to come and on
day 4 our seat rails broke, effectively taking away the use of
our legs and with it 70% of our power! So for the remaining
5,600 kms, or until we could fix the problem, we had little
option other than to use our arms and backs only.
On day 11 we experienced the first of many episodes of
power failure, caused largely through lack of sunlight as a
result of the consistently poor weather. Power was vital to
life onboard. Aside from fuelling all the electrical
equipment, it also pumped the water - and we needed
approx 20 litres of water each day. When it failed we had no
option other than to hand pump the water, something we
ended up doing for 50+ days.
As the days went by, so the daily grind began to take its
toll. Sleep deprivation and physical exhaustion, coupled
with a lack of food and water became part and parcel of our
daily existence. Add into the equation days of demoralising
rowing where we made little or no headway (in one 24 hour
period we rowed solidly only to travel 700 metres) and it all
combined to wreak havoc with our bodies and minds. The
result was dramatic and over a period of some 2-3 weeks we
subconsciously drifted apart as conversations, banter and
camaraderie between the two shifts dried up. The fun was
replaced with paranoia, the jokes with accusations...this was
to be a very dark phase on board RFP.
It took a tragic turn of events to change this. Tom
received news that his grandfather, the inspiration and
mentor throughout his life, had passed away. That same
week Pete lost one of his closest friends from the Ports of
Auckland. The death of any friend, let alone relation, must
be a bitter pill to swallow, but for it to happen when
marooned on an ocean miles from loved ones, surely

Gammon Back on dry land
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unbearable. As a team, however, this was a huge turning
point. It brought us back together as we united in grief.
Communication lines reopened and the team’s spark
returned. For now at least the dream was very much alive...
The final passage of the journey was also to bring its
share of drama. Ten days out from the finish our
communications broke down after the incessant pounding
from the elements, meaning we effectively lost contact
with the outside world. During this phase both currents
and winds were brutal, but worse still they were pushing
us too far north. In order to make the finish line we had to
try and hold our latitude, but this meant traversing across
the mountainous waves. Eight days out we came across the
infamous ‘freak wave’, and before we knew it Pete and I
were unceremoniously dumped out of the boat as we
capsized.
The race rules dictated that all crews had to carry 200
litres of ballast which served as a makeshift keel, and
ultimately should help ensure the boat self-rights in any
capsize. Thankfully she did and after a brief period of
reflection and some emergency patch work to our egos we
got back to the rowing... all be it without some of our
belongings, most notably the new rails which Tom had
spent 50 odd days repairing.
By this stage we thought we had encountered just about
every problem that could possibly eventuate but, as we
were about to find out, you can never let down your guard
on the ocean. Four days out we had an uncomfortably close
run in with an 800ft tanker which missed us by little more
than 30-45 seconds – our first encounter with human life,
and not one I shall look back on with any degree of
fondness! For me personally this was the most terrifying
episode of the journey. Most things you can prepare for but
human error you cannot. We were helpless as our VHF calls
continued to be ignored and our flares went seemingly
unnoticed. Quite simply we could do nothing, except hope
and pray...which we did in spades! Thankfully, at the
eleventh hour our prayers were answered and, following a
sharp handbrake turn (or a tanker’s equivalent), the danger
was averted and the final charge to the finish line was on...
So it was on 9th July 2009 at 11.02 am, after 81 days 4
hours and 2 minutes at sea we crossed the finish line in 2nd
place to become the first Southern hemisphere team to ever
cross the Indian Ocean (and more importantly the 1st Old
Brutonian!). As a team we had experienced some
unbelievable highs but some equally challenging lows.
Mentally and physically we were shattered, and had lost
more than 90kgs of body weight. However, it had all been
worth it, and any pain suffered will never exceed the
memories (including a phone call from the PM!),
experiences and friendships that we will take with us for
the rest of our lives.
It had been a mammoth team effort and we wish to
dedicate this crossing, and all its successes in helping raise
funds for, and awareness of, prostate cancer to Rebecca and
all those inspirational friends, families, supporters and
sponsors who helped turn this pipe dream into a
reality...and apologies to mum for putting her through two
of the worst years of her life!
To find out more about the charities, or to read the blogs
from the crossing please visit our website at
www.rowingforprostate.com.
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LONDON-EDINBURGH-LONDON
875 mile bike ride in aid of the Wiltshire Air Ambulance
26th JULY – 31st JULY 2009
Written by Lisa Jacobs, wife of Simon Jacobs (O 77/81)

T

he 26th July and this bike ride had been in our
diaries for so long, and a part of our daily routine
with training and preparation, that the enormity of
it had totally lost its impact. The mind began to focus as
we collected the campervan which was to be home for
myself and the three children, and mobile canteen and
bed for the Moulton Team (Simon, Shaun Moulton and
Dan Farrell). The Moulton bikes are made in Bradford-onAvon by Shaun’s company and are excellent for endurance
rides. They have small wheels so are treated with some
derision by others until the Moulton guys fly past them
up the hills!
We loaded the van on Saturday and set off for the Lee
Valley Country Park to register and start. Sadly, Simon
had no sleep that night, partly due to being in a van with
three children and partly because the enormity of
tomorrow was hitting him! He started finally at 1.30pm
on Sunday after a tense morning of wanting to get on
with it. He felt tired and not 100% as he set off – a fact
which worried both of us, but luckily the adrenalin and
the company of the other two got him going and he was
in his stride very quickly. Their plan was to cycle through
from 1.30pm on Sunday until midnight on Monday with a
short one hour stop at midnight on Sunday night, to

Simon and his medal!
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refuel and have a quick sleep and change of clothes.
Having seen them off, the children and I set off up to
Washingborough, Lincs where the first rendezvous was
planned. We arrived at the community centre at about
7pm and settled down to wait for the boys. It was pouring
with rain and when they arrived at midnight they were
wet through and tired. They were off again very quickly,
having filled up with pasta and changed into dry clothes.
The kids and I stayed there for the night and on Monday
morning set off up the A1 heading north. The rain
threatened all day and periodically came down very
heavily which made for another uncomfortable day in the
saddle for the boys. The Monday night rendezvous was in
Alston, Cumbria – a massive 537 km in 36 hours with little
sleep – and a very long drive for myself and the children
in one day too.
After a beautiful drive through Cumbria, I arrived in
Alston at about 9.30pm just as it was getting dark and as
it was starting to rain – the boys were due in at 10pm. I
had a tent to put up and there was no level standing for
the motorhome, so I had to jack it up with ramps so that
we weren’t sleeping at an angle. The boys didn’t arrive
until midnight in the end, as Simon had suffered three
punctures in and around Barnard Castle, which obviously
slowed them down tremendously. It also meant that they
were riding the steep, windy and narrow Pennine roads
and up over Yad Moss in the dark, with the wind and the
rain adding to their problems. Alston sits in a bowl and
the climb up from the previous checkpoint is some 14km
then a drop of 6km down into Alston.
After a quick supper they changed and got their heads
down, starting out again for the next pull up to Edinburgh
at 5.30am having been up and stretched and fed from
4.30am. It wasn’t raining as they left, but the wind was
strong and blustery and they had a lot of hills to climb.
After they’d gone I decided to take the children up to
Hadrian’s Wall and brave the weather. By the end of that
day both Dan and Shaun had been injured and had to pull
out of the ride. It was all going badly wrong. Simon was
now on his own and I worried for his morale.
The Eskdalemuir checkpoint was the next rendezvous. I
arrived at 5.15pm; by this time the wind was gusting hard,
the rain was coming down in stair rods and Simon was
out in it fighting his way through the Scottish hills to
Dalkeith. At this stage the wind was behind him, but he
still had to get back down to me at Eskdalemuir by
midnight to stay on schedule. When he turned to come
south the wind was full in his face but he had found a
friend to ride with – an amazing chap called Mark who
was partially sighted and almost totally blind at night.
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He got back down to Eskdalemuir
following Simon’s tail light which
was all he could see. In the
meantime, I had three hyperactive
children who hadn’t been able to
get out of the van for hours and
still couldn’t. We camped in the car
park of the Tibetan centre in
Eskdalemuir – the most
extraordinary Buddhist temple,
gardens and meditation centre
situated in the middle of nowhere.
The van was being rocked by the
wind and it sounded like someone
was throwing buckets of water at
it. Just after 1am Simon at last
appeared and the relief in the van
was palpable. He appeared at the
door very bedraggled and shattered
but still smiling!
We fed him, warmed him up and
got him to bed for a couple of hours
then sent him off again at 5.30am
for the ride back to Alston and that
6km hill which he was going to
have to face this way. He looked a
lonely figure as he cycled away in the half-light. The next
rendevous was Thorne and I finally arrived there at 8pm
where it was still raining. Simon was due in at around
midnight again but didn’t arrive until 1am, tired and of
course soaking wet. By now I had a van full of wet clothes
which wouldn’t dry and Simon was getting very short of
kit. The routine in Thorne was the same: change, food,
sleep, ready for the off again at 5.30am. I wasn’t having
any contact with Simon during the day – he was eating at
the various checkpoints during the day and taking a spare
set of clothes with him. That way I was free to do things
with the children rather than having to follow him. It also
was easier psychologically for him – seeing me half way
through the day and having to continue cycling would be
really hard. By doing it this way, when he arrived with me,
it was for a few hours and signalled the end of his day.
The psychological element of this ride was vital to get
right. So on Thursday I headed on south and found
Sundown Adventure Land, a sign which proved too
tempting, so we veered off the A1 and found a children’s
heaven of rides and attractions which killed 6 hours very
quickly and gave them a really good day out of the van
and in the fresh air.
Simon was really feeling it by this stage. He was
looking more and more tired each evening and it was
getting more and more difficult to get out of bed after a
sleep as his muscles stiffened. He decided that on
Thursday night we would meet at the Gamlingay
checkpoint south of St Neots, at around 10.30pm, he would
have a quick supper, change and ride through the night to
complete the last 65km to the finish, hopefully arriving by
4am. This was what we did, the children and I arriving
there at 8pm having had a lovely day playing. Simon got
in at 10.45pm looking on his last legs. By this time he was
slurring his words and his brain was clearly not
functioning at its most alert! I was very worried for his
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Team Moulton just before the start

safety despite the Pro Plus. He set off with his new friend,
Andrew Neal whom he’d met up with on leaving Thorne
that morning. The two of them were suffering and
nursemaiding each other through the ordeal. They set off
at 11.45pm and I waved them off for the last time.
As planned I set off from Gamlingay at 2.30am and
drove down to Cheshunt to be at the finish to meet them.
I arrived at 3.30am and Shaun drove up from London to be
there too with a bottle of champagne. At 4.20am Simon
rang me to say he’d be another hour and he sounded
drunk he was so tired. They finally appeared round the
corner at 5.30am massively relieved that this was it and
they could finally stop! He had completed the ride in 112
hours – well within the limit of 116 (which was extended
to 118 because of the bad weather). Simon looked 10 years
older – unshaven, grey and red-eyed, but he still had a
smile on his face and a huge sense of achievement. I was
immensely proud of him and in awe of what he had put
himself through with such focus and dedication, never
once showing any sign whatsoever of giving up.
It was a great experience for all of us. We were all
challenged by the week in many different ways. The
endurance ride itself was enormous – if I hadn’t driven it
myself I don’t think I would have felt this so keenly – but
it is an incredibly long way in such a short time and
Simon had to dig very deep to get himself through it. We
drove home immediately and he was able to enjoy a much
needed bath. The children were slightly agoraphobic
when they got into the house but very glad to be home!!
Needless to say, we are still collecting any sponsorship
and the Just Giving website is still open and taking
donations! (www.justgiving.com/simonjacobs4waa).
Alternatively you can just send us a cheque made payable
to ‘Wiltshire Air Ambulance Appeal’ to The Grange,
Worton, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 5SE and we will present it
to them for you.
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OXFORD
MATERIALS
INDUSTRIAL TOUR
TO BEIJING 2009
Iain Parr (N 02/07)

I

am currently in my third year studying Materials
Science at Oxford University and I was very grateful to
receive a grant from the Old Brutonian Association to
assist with my travel expenses when I went on a studentrun industrial tour to Beijing last March.
This trip is organised every year by a group of second
years with the support of the Materials Science Department
and aims to give students an understanding of the
importance of science in industry around the world. And,
since it’s essentially a bunch of students on holiday, we also
have a pretty good time. The tours have been a great
success over the years, having previously been to
destinations such as Milan, Munich and Tokyo.
Our trip to China, however, didn’t start well. Firstly we
were due to leave three days before the deadline for an
important piece of coursework, meaning nearly everyone’s
packing time was taken up by frantic completion of the
work. As a result of this my friend misplaced his passport
and ended up missing the entire trip! (His passport for
some unfathomable reason turned up a month later inside
a library book).
So we journeyed to Heathrow minus one. Terminal 5 was
surprisingly very efficient and we boarded the plane in
renewed high spirits. Two of our number had never been on
a long haul flight before and they made it known to the
entire flight that they thought it was one of the most
horrendous experiences of their lives (this was mainly due
to an element of our materials science course devoted to
the catastrophic failure of aircraft components). However,
making comedic light of seemingly imminent danger
appeared to make the journey more enjoyable. An ethos we
adopted to overcome the many challenges we would face
as our magical mystery tour unfolded.
After landing in Beijing and being whisked through the
beautiful new airport on a monorail still adorned with the
2008 Olympic Games logo, we boarded possibly the most
awful coach I have ever been on. It was beige, in no way
built to hold twenty people plus luggage, and the driver was
a complete maniac (all twenty of us later had to push start
this coach in central Beijing). I soon noticed, however, that
we were travelling in veritable luxury compared to the
people driving small mopeds down the highway with a
ridiculous volume of almost any goods you can think of
strapped precariously to the back.
My first thought was that Beijing is an odd city. There are
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far too many people and far too few bicycles (I had been
reliably informed there were 9 million). Cars are absolutely
everywhere and the smog and general aridity are very
noticeable at times. In places it is very cosmopolitan with
beautifully designed glass and steel skyscrapers and
western designer labels (as well as a plethora of amusing
brand rip-offs) on absolutely everything. At the same time
the tourist areas were full of wide-eyed visitors from other
parts of China who tended to gawp at foreigners and there
was the overbearing presence of official state police and
security guards outside every building. First impressions,
however, are never informed and we resolved to persist
with our efforts to find out what the city was really like.
We made it to our Youth Hostel – which should really
have been called a hotel because it was far nicer than any
Travelodge and conveniently contained a very good bar
serving exceptionally cheap Chinese beer. We were staying
very near the centre of the city next to the central railway
station and a humungous shopping mall. It was very easy to
hop on the subway and we quickly got to see a lot of the city.
Soon after we arrived we went on our first outing, ending up
at an old street that had been preserved amongst the sea of
concrete. This mainly consisted of merchants selling tacky
trinkets and edible oddities – live scorpions on sticks
amongst the most memorable. This experience rapidly
initiated us in the ancient art of haggling, which would be a
skill honed to perfection by the time we actually found
something worth buying among the mountains of waving
Mao watches and knock off Louis Vuitton handbags.
The next few days were taken up with intellectual
stimulation, as we visited some very interesting companies
showcasing materials at the forefront of Chinese industry
and research. The first of these included going to the Beijing
headquarters of the British Research Council and learning
about the strong connections British institutions are
building up in China. We also discussed the history and
culture of the People’s Republic of China, its phenomenal
economic growth and the constraints of its communist
policy. We were informed that expression of liberal
attitudes towards certain topics could have severe
consequences and we were reminded how recently the
people of Beijing have struggled with these issues. That
said, we found everyone to be extraordinarily welcoming
and kind. They are no doubt becoming used to more of a
foreign presence, especially after the great success of the
THE OLD BRUTONIAN 2010

Beijing Olympics.
grown fairly sick of the food – this led to the coining of the
We spent the following day in The Beijing Economic and
term ‘China full’ meaning that you would dearly love to eat
Technological area, which is jam-packed with Chinese
more, but absolutely nothing left on the table is worth the
companies that seek to exploit China’s great mineral wealth
risk. This tended to cause fights to break out over any
commercially in the development of technologically
recognisably edible dish (not a good idea with a central
advanced materials. These included two high temperature
spinning turntable) and resorting to flicking through the
superconducting cable manufacturers and a company
menu to find the most hilarious English translation in order
which produces silicon wafers for semiconductor devices.
to stave off hunger (the winner was a dish called ‘the onion
These companies thrive on up to date academic research,
explodes the mutton’). The threat of starvation culminated
and it was certainly very informative to see how they are
in a few of us taking an excursion in search of steak, which
practically applying some quite complex materials science
in fact happened to take us into one of the nicest and most
to commercial products.
genuine areas of Beijing that had been recommended to us
One of the industrial visits which I found most
by the Tsinghua students.
fascinating was to the Beijing Institute of Aeronautical
We also managed to travel outside the capital to the city
Materials (BIAM), where, despite plainly looking like a
of Tianjin, where we saw a company which is a more
rabble of unruly students, we were treated like official UK
accurate representation of the majority of Chinese
ambassadors. BIAM is China’s central research institute,
manufacturing. The Baoling Investment Casting Company
developing, among other things, its civil aerospace
is a small scale producer of everyday steel items like hinges
infrastructure. They were very humble in admitting that
for export. Far from being a high-tech mass production
Chinese aircraft lag many years behind those of more
factory the site consisted of a few sheds and a very
developed nations, and suffer from an abysmal safety
rudimentary furnace. Parts are made using small hand
record. The ethos within the Institute was to emulate
operated machines and workers were sat on crates and
western aerospace programmes by putting the emphasis
boxes laboriously reproducing the wax moulds used to cast
on exceptional quality – not an ethos shared by most of the
the items. The company is a contractor that receives designs
Chinese manufacturing industry. In many respects it was
and moulds from the customer and is merely one of many
much like any British research centre – except of course for
companies across the region that utilise cheap labour costs
the juxtaposition of coldto manufacture vast
war era East German
numbers of lower quality
mechanical testing
components. The extent to
machines with state of the
which techniques that are
art government-funded
normally automated for
casting machinery.
safety and accuracy were
We also met up with our
done by hand at the factory
academic contact from
was quite shocking, and it
Tsinghua University, a
was fairly hypocritical that
graduate from our
we had been advised to
department who has
bring face masks and
worked out in Beijing for
goggles when the workers
the last decade. Tsinghua
wore no protective
University has very strong
equipment at all.
contacts with the Oxford
With all our industrial
Materials Department and
obligations
out of the way,
Workers at the Baoling Investment Casting Company in Tianjin
students often take part in
we made the most of our
the summer exchange programme between the two. We
time and managed to see an amazing acrobatics
were able to visit students at this university in the north of
performance, as well as pandas at the specialist breeding
Beijing who very kindly invited us to view their department centre in Beijing Zoo. We learned a little about Chinese tea
and go out for dinner. The students were lovely, very keen
making before watching a fairly disastrous tea show
to practise their English and discuss the differences
featuring some quite terrible, but none the less enjoyable,
between our lives at university. It must be said that they all
acts. We hired a tour guide for the last few days and visited
appeared to work far harder than any of us, and by English
all the major sites, including Tiananmen Square and the
standards we are complete geeks.
Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, a portion of the Great
The students came from all over the country and had in
Wall (see photo top left), and the new Olympic ‘Bird’s Nest’
some cases struggled to fund their studies (most were very
Stadium and Aquatics centre. The scale of all these sites was
bemused that we each had our own room at university
incredible and it was a really brilliant way to round off the
when they share dorms of around 4-6 people). Following
trip and learn a great deal about the development of this
our visit, one of my friends from the tour decided to take up
hugely influential city.
the opportunity of a research placement at Tsinghua
We were all exceedingly disappointed when the time
University over the summer – which she very much
came all too quickly to return home. Bags packed with
enjoyed.
calligraphy paintings, rice wine, and fake Rolex watches
Despite some very good meals (notably at an excellent
that had already ceased to work - we boarded the flight
Peking Duck restaurant well off the tourist trail) after a few
home, frantically checking the aircraft’s body work for any
days in China a very large contingent of our group had
signs of damage as we did so.
www.oldbrutonians.com
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OLD BRUTONIAN
WINS WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP

Michael Read (P/L 52/57)

O

n a sweltering hot August
day, Michael Read won
his age group (70+) in the
Sprint Triathlon in Hyde Park.
The Sprint Triathlon starts
with a 750 metre swim in the
Serpentine. On finishing, he
collapsed in agony when
transferring to dry land. Tendons
in both ankles were severely
strained. Despite this setback, he
completed the 20k bike ride and
5k run around Hyde Park. Six
months on and the injury has still not healed.
Michael began his running some 25 years ago, tempted
by completing the London Marathon and the Paris
Marathon shortly afterwards. He has run countless half
marathons but having had cartilage removed from both
knees, now specialises in 10k running events and
triathlons. He runs 650 miles a year in the lovely Chiltern
Hills and woods near his home village of Kings Langley;
cycles 750 miles and swims 25 miles.
Michael says that the drive and determination that
enable to him pursue such an arduous programme stems
from the playing fields of King’s. Unlike today's sporting
elite, in his day winning at any of the three major sports
was a comparative rarity. Playing centre three quarter for
the 1st XV at rugby required excellent tackling ability as
one rarely was given the ball to run against the
opposition. Michael opened the batting for the 1st XI at
cricket and his job was to occupy the crease a long as
possible in the hope that his changing partners would
score some runs! This 'back to the wall' approach provided
Michael with a stoic attitude and a determination not to
be beaten. It enabled him to acquire success in his career
and on the sports field. At 61 he had to retire from cricket
due to an eye ailment, but in his final years topped the
batting with an average of 50 with his cricket club. He
finally learned how to stroke runs!
Apart from his running, Michael now runs his own
successful stamp business, which also started amongst
the dusty cellars at Priory, where the fags kept their tuck
boxes, and 'stamp swaps' were earnestly haggled over. He
pursues his business with the same vigour as his
triathlons.
Undaunted by age, Michael still sets himself targets.
This year he aims to be awarded a GBR trisuit, which is
given to the top 20 best times over a 12 month period in
any four recognised international triathlon events.
Michael welcomes home visits from any Old
Brutonians who share his love of stamps or our days at
King’s, Bruton, which helped shape him.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Old Brutonians,
I would like to take this opportunity to
welcome our new Headmaster, Ian Wilmshurst and
his wife Helen to Bruton. On behalf of all Old
Brutonians, I wish them a long and successful stay
in Somerset.
In 2009 we welcomed 97 new Old Brutonians
into our ranks, all of whom, we hope, will be active
members of the Association. Last year was
particularly noteworthy for the sad loss of Ben Ross
in Afghanistan. Ben's moving funeral service was
held in Bruton; to his widow Sheena, we send our
sincere condolences. A full obituary appears on
page 2. Many of you will have generously made a
donation in Ben's name towards the refurbishment
of the Memorial Hall. I am most grateful to you all
as your support has ensured that the project can go
ahead.
The Old Brutonian Association continues to
thrive; on behalf of all members of your Committee
I would like to thank you for your support
throughout the last year and I very much hope you
will support and attend our various activities in the
coming year, not least our June lunch and sporting
weekend at Bruton and our December lunch in
London.
John Longman (P 57/61), President

EDITOR’S APPEAL!
We are always glad to hear news of Old Brutonians and happy
to print updates in the news sections. Articles for publication
need to be copy ready for insertion, in ‘Text’ or ‘Word’ format,
and, generally, no more than 750 words. Scanned items,
handwritten articles or faxes, however interesting, cannot be
transcribed; your Editorial staff is part time and voluntary!
Photos must be JPEG files at maximum resolution (300 ppi,
minimum size of 100mm wide). Please send all copy to
oba@kingsbruton.com
You could advertise your business here. £180 full page; £95
half page; £50 quarter page; £350 double page. All adverts
must be copy ready for insertion. Please send to
oba@kingsbruton.com
CHANGES OF ADDRESS
We are not publishing changes of address this year – if you
would like to contact any Old Brutonians, please email
oba@kingsbruton.com or contact via the website
www.oldbrutonians.com (Networking)
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LETTERS

LETTER FROM THE HON. SECRETARY
Dear Old Brutonians,
When I first joined the Committee, quite a few years ago now, I was not a member of the Association. The idea
behind my being co-opted was to act as a direct contact with the School and to keep the Association up to date on
any developments within the School. As I have now been retired from King’s for almost ten years, it seemed to me
that that role should be resurrected. Malcolm Parr has happily agreed to becoming the School’s ‘liaison officer’.
Malcolm became an Honorary Old Brutonian last year, and many of you will remember him as an inspired teacher
of Classics and French and also as housemaster of Old House. Malcolm is currently President of Common Room and
co-ordinator for the gifted and talented (amongst his other more familiar roles), and so he is particularly well
placed to keep your Committee fully informed about the School’s progress. As he will serve on the Committee “by
invitation”, it will not be necessary for him to be elected at the AGM in the way that ‘ordinary’ members of the
Committee are.
Another much loved and respected member of the King’s Common Room is Gareth Evans. Gareth came to the
School in 1988 to teach Economics and has been Second Master, then Deputy Headmaster, since 1996. Your
Committee felt that it was high time that Gareth should be proposed to the AGM as an Honorary Old Brutonian in
recognition of his devoted service to the School. That proposal will be made at the next AGM on June 26th.
It’s not all good news, I’m afraid. We are to lose Richard Claas as the School’s Director of Development. Richard has
been a great supporter of the OBA and has worked tirelessly alongside the Association to strengthen ties between
the School and OBs. Many will remember particularly the Old Brutonian Open Days, targeting specific past years,
which Richard introduced, and his vital contribution to last year’s hugely successful Careers Day, instituted by
Richard Sullivan (N58/62) as part of his Presidential legacy.
Sadly, we are also losing James Spinney (L97/99) as our Hon. Treasurer. James has found it increasingly difficult to
sustain his work for the Association alongside his very demanding job in London which requires him frequently to
jet off to other parts of the world. James has been an astute, witty and vitalising member of the Committee over the
last five years and it goes without saying that he will be sorely missed.
Fortunately, Michael West (O49/55) has agreed to replace James as Treasurer. Michael lives in Warminster and runs
the family engineering business in Frome, so he is much nearer at hand. Michael, like James, was Head of School
and also CSM. He went to Clare College, Cambridge where he took a First in Mechanical Sciences. Mary Tyndall
remembers Michael as one of John’s star Sixth Formers – just as James was one of mine.
I had intended to write a shorter letter this year, but events have overtaken me, so it’s another marathon, I’m afraid.
Some of you may not even have made it this far!
With best wishes to you all,
David Hindley

www.oldbrutonians.com
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BRUTON LUNCH

BRUTON SUMMER LUNCH
AND SPORTS, SATURDAY
26TH JUNE 2010
Last year’s change to a Summer Family Lunch is to be
repeated! We shall combine the AGM, Lunch, and sporting
activities of a relaxed nature on Abbey.
Ian Stuart has arranged Cricket, Tennis and Croquet and
you are encouraged to bring your children to play too! See
details below and contact him for more information.
The AGM will be held at 1100 hrs, followed at
approximately 1145 by a drinks reception in the
Millennium Circle and lunch at approximately 1245 in
the Memorial Hall.
Children (under 16) will be welcomed for free and the cost
for adults will be £23 per head. This will give your
children the chance to discover why you have turned out
the way you have!
Please fill in the form below and send it with a cheque (to
the Old Brutonian Association) for £23 for each person
over 16 to The OBA Office, King’s School, BRUTON BA10
0ED. This page can be downloaded as a PDF from the
website : www.oldbrutonians.com
Bookings should be made by Friday 18th June 2010
Stuart Hamilton, Master i/c cricket, has kindly offered us
the use of Abbey all day on the 26th.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING 2010
The Annual General Meeting of the Old Brutonian
Association will be held in the John Davie Room at King’s
School, Bruton on Saturday, June 26th, 2010 at 11 a.m. for
the following purposes
1.

1. to receive the accounts and reports of the Honorary Auditor
acting as an independent examiner for the year ended 31st
December, 2009;
2. to receive the accounts of the Old Brutonian Association
Charitable Trust and the reports of the Trustees and of the
independent examiner for the year ended 31st December, 2009;
3. to elect members of the Committee;
4. to elect an Honorary Secretary for the ensuing year;
5. to elect an Honorary Treasurer for the ensuing year;
6. to appoint an Honorary Auditor to act as an auditor or
independent examiner as appropriate for the ensuing year;
7. Election of Honorary Members of the Association. That, upon a
proposal by the Committee in accordance with Article 2 (c) of the
rules of the Association, Mr Gareth Evans, Deputy Headmaster,
be and hereby is elected Honorary Member.

By order of the Committee
David Hindley (Honorary Secretary)

AGENDA FOR THE 2010 AGM
1. Minutes of the last Meeting
2. Matters Arising
3. President’s Items
4. Hon. Secretary’s Report
5. Hon. Treasurer’s Report
6. The Charitable Trust:
The Vice-President’s Report
7. Officers and Committee:

(a) election of Hon. Secretary for the coming year
(b) election of Hon. Treasurer for the coming year
(c) election of Hon. Auditor
(d) election of two new Committee Members on a
recommendation of the Committee.

8. Election of Honorary Members:
SPORTING PROGRAMME
Cricket 6 a-side on Abbey from 11am through to
Lunch. To continue from 3-6pm. Ian is looking for
Captains and would welcome anyone who wishes to
bring along his own 6 (team). Ideally we need 4
captains who will volunteer to bring a team of 6
with them. Ian will Captain one of the teams. Please
bring your own equipment (although there will be
some available to use).
The tennis will be available on all of the courts
alongside the sports hall - from 11am. In the
afternoon- 3pm onwards. Please bring your own
equipment.
The croquet will be available all day. Equipment
provided by the School.
Please contact Ian at IStuart951@aol.com to
volunteer or for further details.
Hoping for a sunny day on the 26th!!
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Gareth Evans, Deputy Headmaster

9. A.O.B.
THE 2010 BRUTON LUNCH
NAME______________________________________________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE _________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________
YEARS AT KSB_______TO___________ HOUSE_____________________
NAME OF ADULT GUEST_______________________________________
NUMBER OF CHILDREN ATTENDING____________________________
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AGM

MINUTES OF THE AGM 2009
The Annual General Meeting of the Old Brutonian Association was held
in the John Davie Room at King’s School, Bruton at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
June 20th, 2009. The President, Col. John Longman, was in the chair and
18 members of the Association were present. Apologies were received
from the Hon. Treasurer, Michael Harvey (N/P41/45), Keith Lilly (O39/42),
Colin Jones (Hon. Member) and Jack Rammell (N43/47).
1. The Minutes
The Minutes of the last AGM, held on Saturday, June 21st, 2008,
having been circulated with the Newsletter for 2009, were agreed
and signed as a true record.
2. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
3. President’s Items
a. The President thanked Sally Snook (72/73), the Editor of the
Newsletter, now renamed The Old Brutonian, for another
outstanding publication.
b. The President stressed the School’s need for its own swimming-pool,
the old pool being now out of commission. In the present financial
climate, such a building project would have to wait. However, he
proposed to start raising funds at the next London Lunch and to take
up the issue with the new Headmaster.
c. He spoke of the death of Sgt. Ben Ross of the Royal Military Police
who was killed on active service in Afghanistan in May and whose
funeral was held in St Mary’s Church on May 26th. It was planned
that Ben’s name and details should join the other names of the fallen
engraved in the Memorial Hall and that an appeal for funds for the
refurbishment of the Hall should be launched in Ben’s memory. This
had the approval of Ben’s widow and of his family.
4. Hon. Secretary’s Report
a. The Hon. Secretary reported that the OBA Office was now fully
established in the Basil Wright Reception Centre
b. The OBA possessed a complete set of the School magazine, The
Dolphin, dating from its inception in 1892. These individual copies
were now in the process of being bound into volumes to preserve
them for posterity. The Old Brutonian newsletters had been similarly
bound or would be bound in due course.
c. To help the Hon. Treasurer with the day-to-day running of the
Association’s finances, a professional accountant had been appointed
by the Committee on a small monthly retainer. This is Mr Simon
Hillier who is a School parent.
5. Hon. Treasurer’s Report
In the absence of the Hon. Treasurer, the President reported on the
2008 accounts from notes provided by James Spinney.
a. The OBA’s investments were not immune to the global downturn
and it was necessary to record a loss of £19,000. Whilst investment
income was only marginally affected in 2008, it is expected to
decline more markedly in 2009.
b. The cash position of the Association remains satisfactory and will
benefit from the completion of the transitional subscription income
arrangements.
c. Where the Charitable Trust was concerned, the Trustees have
responded to the declining level of charitable donations and to the
bleak outlook for short-term investment growth and investment
income by allocating scholarships on a principle of dire need and
availability of funds rather than on the automatic allocation of a set
sum.

www.oldbrutonians.com

d. The Trustees are confident that a period of consolidation, while asset
values and associated income recover, will allow the Trust to resume
a higher level of activity in the future.
6. The Charitable Trust: Vice-President’s Report
a. The Vice-President announced the OBA prizewinners for the current
academic year. The OBA Prize for Excellence in GCSE (2008) was
awarded to Bridget Harris (Priory) who took eight subjects, gaining 7
A*s and 1 A. OBA Progress Prizes were awarded to Lucinda Chester
(Wellesley) and Thomas Hunt (New), both in the Lower 6th, and also
to Jessica Robertson (Priory) who is in the Upper 6th. This year’s OBA
Graduate Prize had been awarded to both Victoria Barns-Graham
(P00/05) and William Winborn (P/A99/04). Victoria graduated with a
First in Law from Merton College, Oxford and is currently studying for
a BCL degree as well as doing some lecturing in the University.
William gained a First in Materials Science at St Anne’s College,
Oxford and is now studying for a Doctorate of Philosophy at the same
university.
b. OBA Scholarships are currently held by five members of the School:
James Otieno, Emma Burgess, Theo Scaramanga, Tim Cameron and
Matthew Wilcox. Matthew leaves school at the end of the current
term and a new OBA scholar, Max Dellwhite, enters the 3rd Form in
September.
c. One-off awards have been made to Tim Abbey, a current pupil, who
was given £200 towards the cost of a ‘cello bow, and also to Iain Parr
(N02/07) who is studying Materials Science at St Edmund Hall,
Oxford and who was awarded £100 to help him join the Oxford
University visit to Beijing University. (See page 8)
7. Officers and Committee
a. The Meeting unanimously endorsed the Committee’s
recommendation of one new Committee member, Jamie Cranfield
(O94/99), to replace Lizzie Sedgman (W97/99) who retires by rotation.
b. The Hon. Secretary and the Hon. Treasurer agreed to serve for another
year, as did the Hon. Auditor.
8. Election of an Honorary Member
a. Upon a proposal by the Committee in accordance with 2 (c) of the
rules of the Association, the Headmaster, Nigel Lashbrook and
Malcolm Parr, President of Common Room, were unanimously elected
Honorary Members of the Association.
9. A.O.B.
a. Roger Gallannaugh (O54/58) informed the meeting of the monthly
lunch held in The Angel at Long Ashton, Bristol for any OBs who
happened to be available.
b. In his capacity as a governor of the School, Roger reported that
Helena Sampson (W85/87), this year’s prize-giver, is to join the other
OBs on the Governing Body.
c. Kevin Viney (P74/79), a Bruton Town Councillor, asked if he might
have the meeting’s approval to propose to the Town Council that Ben
Ross’s name be added to the Town war memorial. That approval was
given unanimously. He also asked if Ben’s name would appear on any
other public memorial. The President said that it would almost
certainly have been engraved already on the new Armed Forces
Memorial in Staffordshire and that the name would also appear on
the war memorial of the Royal Military Police.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 11.50 a.m.

The next AGM will take place on Saturday, June 26th, 2010
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FRIENDS OF KING’S SCHOOL BRUTON
PLEASE SUPPORT THE FRIENDS
4HE &RIENDS OF +ING´S 3CHOOL "RUTON IS A REGISTERED CHARITY .O  WHOSE AIM IS TO
IMPROVE THE LIVES OF THE PUPILS OF THE SCHOOL 7E HAVE DONE THIS BY PROVIDING
46S $6$S KITCHEN EQUIPMENT SOFAS POOL TABLES  OTHER LEISURE FACILITIES FOR THE HOUSES
COMMON ROOMS AND SIXTH FORM CLUB
-USICAL INSTRUMENTS FOR USE BY THE MANY MUSIC GROUPS IN THE SCHOOL AND GOWNS FOR THE
3CHOOL #HOIR
#AMERAS FOR THE PHOTOGRAPHY ACTIVITY AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE FITNESS CENTRE WHICH
PUPILS CAN NOW USE AT EVENINGS  WEEKENDS 7E HAVE ALSO SUPPORTED OTHER SPORTS
AND ACTIVITIES INCLUDING &ENCING *UDO 9OGA  #ANOEING
3UPPORT FOR WORTHWHILE 'AP 9EAR PROJECTS FOR SOME OF THE 3CHOOL ,EAVERS
&ACILITIES NOT FUNDED BY OTHER MEANS WITHIN THE SCHOOL WHICH GIVE THAT ±LITTLE
EXTRA SOMETHING² TO THE COMMUNITY OF THE 3CHOOL
(/7 9/5 #!. (%,0
/UR INCOME COMES MAINLY FROM PARENTS AND OTHERS INVOLVED IN THE 3CHOOL COMMUNITY BUT WE
STILL DO NOT HAVE ENOUGH MONEY TO MEET ALL THE REQUESTS WE RECEIVE 4HE &RIENDS IS NOW OVER 
YEARS OLD AND YOU PROBABLY BENEFITED WHEN YOU WERE AT +ING´S )F YOU WOULD LIKE TO GIVE
SOMETHING BACK TO THE 3CHOOL ANY DONATION HOWEVER SMALL ADDS TO OUR FUNDS SO PLEASE
COMPLETE THE FORMS BELOW AND RETURN TO THE 3CHOOL /FFICE
BANKERS’ ORDER FORM
) WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THE &RIENDS OF +ING´S 3CHOOL, "RUTON AC    BY
! ONE OFF DONATION OF  ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨

!N !NNUAL $ONATION OF  ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨

-Y "ANK $ETAILS ARE "ANK ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨
3ORT CODE ¨¨¨¨

¨¨¨¨¨¨ ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨

!CCOUNT NUMBER ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨

3TARTING ON ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨

3IGNED ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨ $ATE ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨
')&4 !)$ &/2) WANT THE FRIENDS OF +ING´S 3CHOOL "RUTON "! %$ TO TREAT ALL THE DONATIONS ) HAVE MADE SINCE TH !PRIL 
AND ALL THE DETAILS ) MAKE FROM THE DATE OF THIS DECLARATION UNTIL ) NOTIFY YOU OTHERWISE AS 'IFT !ID DONATIONS
.AME ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨ 3IGNED ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨ $ATE ¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨
!DDRESS¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨
)F YOU WOULD PREFER COPIES OF THE ABOVE FORM THEN PLEASE CONTACT THE (ON 3EC OF THE &RIENDS -R $ * &RIEND
DJFRIEND LINEONENET OR AT +ING´S 3CHOOL, "RUTON 3OMERSET "! %$  

PPL

Pharmaceutical Packaging (Leeds) Ltd
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THE LONDON LUNCH

THE 2009 LONDON LUNCHEON

I

cannot quite tell why, which probably means there
is no single reason, but for the past several years as
I have become a regular attendee at the London
luncheon, during the late summer and early autumn
the awareness of Bruton and memories of my time
there seem to creep into daily life with increasing
frequency. Perhaps it might be the subconscious
reminding me that Harry Witherby is sitting on a
significant un-presented cheque, the purpose of which
seems months away.
My pre-luncheon reminiscences of Bruton have been
further enhanced this year by having recently been
reading King’s School Bruton Remembered, published
several years ago and fondly known as “Basil’s Book”. It
is a delight to read the anecdotes of the many generous
and excellent contributors. Infectious enthusiasm creeps
through the pages particularly from those
whom one recognises as
contemporaries.
So what would be the cause,
and where else would you get
so much hubbub and
excitement on a Friday
afternoon in the grandeur of
one of the finest and largely
original livery halls in the City
of London? A bunch of
schoolboys, and before I am taken to
task, schoolgirls as well. Have you
noticed that as places of revelry the livery halls
have a long history. Their architects were no doubt given
a strict brief to ensure that, on the outside the reverence
and decorum of the City streets and alleyways should
be maintained, yet the arriving individual is completely
unaware of the commotion and excitement within?
“We are early” I said to Jamie Wood (O/B 58/62) as we
entered the hallowed building at 12:20 and deposited
our coats on the lower ground floor. Such peace and
tranquillity. We still believed so as we ascended the
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grand staircase to the reception table, and not until we
crossed the dining hall and were presented with the
best drink of the day (always the first) did our naivety
come to light. It was evident that with copious
quantities of available booze Old Brutonians would be at
the front of the queue, and all of them within just
twenty minutes of “opening time”.
The usual clamour to get seats “bagged” next to ones’
colleagues was a preoccupation for some during the
next thirty minutes, until the din-shattering and
familiar voice of Beadle Drum Major Robert Young
announced ten minutes to luncheon. Harry’s countdown
emails; Booze Cruise and Last Chance Saloon had
encouraged a company of 150 (of whom the oldest was
80), including 12 lady Old Brutonians.
The proceedings started with the President, John
Longman, requesting the company to
observe a minute’s silence in memory
of Sergeant Ben Ross. Ben was
serving with the Royal Military
Police in Helmand Province
Afghanistan when he was
killed on 7th May 2009. His
King’s School career started at
Hazlegrove House and he was
in Old House from 1988 to 1993.
His funeral was in St Mary’s
Church, Bruton on 26th May. His
widow Sheena survives him.
The Rev Nicholas Chubb (O 46/51)
introduced us to the meal with an appropriate Grace
from his repertoire for such a joyous company.
We sat down to the excellent catering provided by
Mark Grove of The Cook and The Butler Event Company.
It is now the fifth year that OBs have enjoyed the quality
service provided by Mark and his attentive staff. A blue
wristband had been placed in everyone’s wine glass as a
fund raising gesture for OBA funds.
The promptly served fried sea bass with roasted baby
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artichoke and porcini mushroom cream sauce was a
very tasty start and seemed to be well received by all
including surrounding diners; Hugh Diment (N 56/60),
Chris Noel (O 56/61), John Wood (O 56/59), Jerry Pontin
(N 56/60), Norman Robson (O 54/59), Jamie Wood (O&B
58/62), Tony Merett (N 53/58) and John Sale (N55/59) to
name but a few. The Mountain Spray Chardonnay from
New Zealand flowed very suitably with the starter. The
main course of fillet of Scottish venison with green
pepper corn jus followed and there was a delicious Isla
Negra Chilean Shiraz for the glass. This was followed by
plum and fig tart with green apple sorbet, coffee,
truffles and Cockburn’s Special Reserve Port.
After suitable comfort breaks (many more for some
than for others) Colonel John Longman, (P 57/61)
President of the Old Brutonian Association gave us the
Loyal Toast. He welcomed the guests, of whom the
principal was the new Headmaster - Ian Wilmshurst;
Wayne Thomas, Governor, Richard Claas, Foundation
Director and Linda Beresford-Jones a generous
benefactor to the School. Additionally
Glynn Jenkins was invited as a guest
since it was to be his last luncheon
with us because he is leaving his
post as KSB Director of Music
to teach in St Andrews. His
hard work and cooperation to
provide the chamber music to
accompany the luncheons for
the last seven years has been
much appreciated.
John then spoke of the use of OBA
funds, scholarships, help with minor
projects and some of the plans ahead. The School,
OBA and the Foundation have now decided to move
ahead with the Memorial Hall refurbishment project
which will include restoration of the existing panels and
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the carving of a new one in Ben’s memory. Already more
than £4,000 had been received in the Memory of Ben
Ross Appeal, which was launched in October. To the
delight of the diners John followed with an impressive
and seemingly never-ending list of news of Old
Brutonians.
Billy Gammon (P87/92), with two other Englishmen
and a New Zealander, rowed 3,100 nautical miles from
Perth to Mauritius coming second in just eighty-one
days and raising £140,000 for prostate cancer research.
The event has now become a competition and two other
OBs, Rob Bailward (B 98/00) and Tristan Lark (N 98/00)
have declared their intention to participate in the same
race in 2011.
Tom Heal and Will Smith, who left the School in 2006,
aim to be the youngest ever team to take part in the
Woodvale Atlantic Rowing Race. Starting two days after
the luncheon from La Gomera in the Canary Isles to
Antigua, the race is unaided over some 2,930 miles with
an anticipated duration of between fifty and seventy
days. They are raising money for the
Special Boat Service Association.
Michael G Read (P&L 52/57) has
become the World Triathlon
Champion for his age group.
If all of this is not heady
enough, Brutonians like to get
to the top, and in October
Philip Brazier (B 63/66) and
Richard Hammond (B 73/76)
climbed Mount Everest to the
5,400 meters Base Camp.
Charlie Campbell (P 93/98) organised a
cricket match on Everest, so raising £106,000 for
the Himalayas Trust and The Lord’s Taverner’s and is
now planning a golf tournament at the South Pole. (As
this report is penned I wonder if the prospective teams
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are practising in the longest cold spell Britain has
experienced for 30 years).
Danielle Wickham, who is currently in her second
year at King’s, recently represented England at the
Rushmore Rosebowl Gymnastics Championships, and
was currently at the England training camp in
Newcastle. The School is assisting her financially and
with a special study programme.
The OBA Golf Competition at Woking in October was
a great success and the President thanked David
Graham (O 60/65) for his hard work and made a plea for
more OBA golfers to come forward.
John concluded with thanks to David Hindley, Hon.
Secretary and Jan Juneman of the OBA, the Caterers, The
Stationers’ Hall staff, Robert Young, and Beadle of the
Girdlers’ Company and formerly Drum Major 1st
Battalion Scots Guards, Miss Emily Rowley Jones –
Soprano, most importantly, Harry Witherby, without
whom the event would not take place, and finally
all who made the effort to attend the
luncheon. Andy James from Dubai
was awarded the Harry Witherby
bottle of port as the furthest
travelling Old Brutonian of the
day and we drank the toast to
“The Guests”.
Ian Wilmshurst,
Headmaster replied on behalf
of the guests. He gave us a brief
introduction to himself as a
family man with two daughters and
referred to his time in Edinburgh and
Cambridge. He is excited about his role as the new
headmaster and sees the size of the School as unique
and essential to its continuing success. He stressed his
wish to make parents feel that they are an integral part
of the School.
He said that the luncheon was an amazing occasion
and urged us not to take what we were enjoying for
granted. The School has an excellent team of Governors
and a dedicated Senior Warden, and he asked that we
should all support the School by talking about it and not
let it be hidden like a well kept secret. He believes that
the ethos of the School is largely set by the VIth form
and that the pupils at the top of the School are
paramount to much of its success. He is concerned
about the pressures put on young people, and how they
have to grow up very fast in today’s world and
especially when making their UCAS selections.
Harry Witherby (B 63/67) then spoke, giving, as he
said, Air Chief Marshal Sir Peter Squire, Senior Warden (P
59/64), a luncheon off and chance to imbibe after his
last eight years. He then acknowledged David Hindley’s
presence and for all that he had instilled into Harry in
the subject of English and now in return how Harry is
able to return the favour with computer solutions,
especially spam and how it is written.
He spoke of the many ways that King’s, Bruton is
great, such as when in 1956 Eton College challenged the
School to both fencing and boxing, and King’s beat the
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College so significantly in both events that we never
heard from them again! The School is also great because
of the Old Brutonians assembled there in the room, the
5,000 or so living Old Brutonians who could not come to
the luncheon (but wished they had) and especially the
115 Old Brutonians who are commemorated by the
panels in the Memorial Hall.
Having turned 60 the day before the lunch, (Harry,
who would have known? But congratulations anyway) he
emphasised the instilled self confidence and creation of
long lasting friendships that the Bruton environment
nurtured. Many best friends at School have remained
best friends since, many well over fifty years. Bruton has
made us all sensitive, creative, inquisitive and useful
people and some pretty tough. Take Andre Zlattinger’s
expedition on Everest, for example. Some of his
conditioning must have come from enduring the Bruton
central heating system. He said it was pretty remarkable
to find up to 200 Old Brutonians in one place, and
then compared us with several other
schools with suggestions that should
perhaps not be put in print!
Turning to a serious vein
before his conclusion, Harry
referred to the Memorial Hall,
our personal thoughts on
Remembrance Sunday and
Armistice Day, Ben Ross “– he
was one of a kind but he was
also one of us”, and all who have
gone before us and those around us in
the Stationers’ Hall. It is the
companionship of all Old Brutonians, past, present
and the yet to come that makes King’s what it is. In
expectation that this will continue we raised our glasses
to “Floreat Brutonia”.
Miss Emily Rowley Jones then led the company in
Carmen Brutoniense followed by just as arousing a
rendition of Jerusalem.
We were urged to leave by 16:00 and many of us
bought a copy, or more, of the School Calendar – useful
Christmas gift (especially if you are in it). They were
perhaps slightly overlooked but it was heartening to see
Beadle Robert Young knocking them out to the
unsuspecting as they tried to leave empty handed.
Whilst some of us tried to find the right pub, I have it
on authority that The Rising Sun in Creed Lane was soon
heaving with over a hundred Old Brutonians and the
Headmaster until after 8 o’clock.
A very good day was had by all who attended.
Anton Schooley (O&B 58/63)

The 2010 OBA London Lunch
Please note that the 2010 London Lunch will be at
Stationers’ Hall (as last year) on Friday 3rd December.
Bookings for lunch will open in July.
The estimated cost is £72.
If you have any questions about the lunch
please contact the Old Brutonian Office,
details page 36.
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ACCOUNTS

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION & CHARITABLE
TRUST ABRIDGED REPORTS & ACCOUNTS
The following are abridged reports and accounts of the Association
and its charitable trust for the year ended 31 December 2009. The full
reports and accounts, which have been examined by the Honorary
Auditor acting as an Independent Examiner, are to be approved by
the Committee and trustees at their next scheduled meeting. Copies
are available from The Honorary Secretary, Old Brutonian
Association, King’s School, Bruton, Somerset BA10 0ED and will be
available at the Association’s AGM on 26 June 2010. Copies can also
be accessed on the OBA website www.oldbrutonians.com.
ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2009
Objects
The general objects of the Association as contained in the Rules are to
promote union amongst Old Brutonians and to further the interests
of King’s School, Bruton. In particular the Association will arrange an
Annual Dinner at the School, publish an Annual Newsletter and
establish and maintain a Charitable Trust for charitable purposes
connected to the Association’s objects.
Committee
At 31 December 2009 the Committee consisted of the Officers: John
Longman (P 57/61) President until 2011, Ian Stuart (N 81/84) Vice
President until 2011, David Hindley (Staff 63/00) Honorary Secretary
until 2010, James Spinney (L 97/99) Honorary Treasurer until 2010,
and seven ordinary members: Adam Nunn (B 91/96) and Mary
Stonham-Ask (79/81) to serve until 2010, Kirsten Cooke (69/71) and
Phoebe Glenday (P99/04) to serve until 2011 Robert Berry (P 57/60)
and Andrew Harris (P 94/99) to serve until 2012 and Jamie Cranfield
(O94/99) to serve until 2013 . Sally Snook (72/73), The Old Brutonian
Editor, Kate Sedgman (W95/97), Apple Growers, and Harry Witherby
(B 63/67), London Lunch Secretary, Newsletter Advertising and
Website Maintenance, and Dinner Secretary and Richard Sullivan (N
58/62) Old Brutonian Careers, attended committee meetings by
invitation.
Under the current Rules two ordinary members of the Committee
are elected each year for a term of four years. Ordinary members are
not eligible for re-election until the year following that in which they
retire. At the general meeting on 20 June 2009, Lizzie Sedgman, who
had been an ordinary member since 2005, retired by rotation (David
Graham (O60/65) having retired early) and Jamie Cranfield (O94/99)
was elected in her stead. John M Graves (P 68/73), Honorary Auditor,
was re-elected to serve for a further year.
Membership
97 members joined the Association during 2009. The Association was
notified of the deaths of 13 members during 2009 and at the end of
the year the total membership was 3,979. The active membership for
whom current addresses are known is now 2,863.
Activities
Promotion of union among Old Brutonians
The annual general meeting and the Bruton Lunch were held on
20 June 2009. 17 members attended the meeting at which the
affairs of the Association were reviewed and discussed and
officers and committee members elected. The lunch was held in
the Memorial Hall and was attended by 28 members, 12 guests of
members and 17 guests of the Association. John Longman, David
Hindley and Harry Witherby made the arrangements for the
lunch. The annual reunion lunch in London was held in the
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Stationers’ Hall on 4 December 2009 and was attended by 156
members. The Headmaster was the guest of the Association. John
Longman and Harry Witherby made the arrangements for the
lunch. The reunions in Bristol continued.
Old Brutonian teams competed against the School at hockey and
golf. The Committee maintained contact with the Apple Growers
Sports Club, which is run by Old Brutonians principally for Old
Brutonians.
The forty-ninth annual Newsletter was despatched to members
for whom addresses were known in April 2009. The Newsletter
was edited by Sally Snook. Harry Witherby was responsible for
procuring advertising for the Newsletter. Increasing use is being
made of the Association’s website www.oldbrutonians.com,
which is maintained by Harry Witherby; over half of the
Association’s active membership has registered their email
addresses with the site.
Furthering the interests of the School
James Burrell (O 41/46) and Michael Robinson (N/P 40/44) have
been nominated by the Association to represent Old Brutonians
on the council of the Friends of King’s School, Bruton. Roger
Gallanaugh (O 54/57) is the Governors’ representative. Michael
Barnfield (N 68/74) is the current President of the Friends and
Peter Phillips (L60/65) is also a council member. Five members of
the Association are currently serving on the Governing Body of
the School.
Finance
In the year ended 31 December 2009 the Association had incoming
resources of £20,094. Resources expended amounted to £26,249 and
the value of investments increased by £15,677. Overall net assets
increased to £118,076. Further details are given in the abridged
accounts below.
Appreciation
The Committee is extremely grateful to those members of the
Association who have served as past and present members of the
Committee, the representatives of the Association on outside bodies,
the Honorary Auditor, the editor of the Newsletter and the organisers
of the Bruton lunch, the London lunch, the regional reunions and
increasingly varied and numerous sporting activities. Without the
assistance of all these members the Association would be unable to
fulfil its objects.
OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2009

Incoming resources
Subscriptions
Investment income
Other
Total incoming resources

2009
£
16,385
3,251
458
20,094

2008
£
11,861
3,943
1,179
16,983

Resources expended
Newsletter publication
Donations
Administration
Other
Total resources expended

8,433
10,251
4,801
2,764
26,249

6,752
3,960
3,874
3,796
18,382

Net incoming/(outgoing) resources (6,155)
Gain (loss) on investments
15,677
Net movement in funds
9,522
Fund as at 1 January
108,554
Fund as at 31 December
118,076

(1,399)
(19,609)
(21,008)
129,562
108,554
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Balance Sheet at 31 December 2009

Long-term assets
Investments

2009
£
98,685

2008
£
83,008

Current assets
Deposits
Debtors
Cash
Total current assets
Creditors due in less than one year
Net current assets/(liabilities)

17,070
26,436
43,506
(23,115)
20,391

35,869
500
7,213
43,582
(14,536)
29,046

Total assets less current liabilities

119,076

112,054

Creditors: amounts beyond 1 year
Net assets

(1,000)
118,076

(3,500)
108,554

Fund

118,076

108,554

ABRIDGED REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE CHARITABLE
TRUST FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2009
Trustees
The current trustees are the Officers of the Association, namely
John Longman, Ian Stuart, David Hindley and James Spinney.
Objects
The objects of the trust are set out in the trust deeds. In
summary they include the relief of poverty amongst former
pupils of King’s School, Bruton and their immediate dependents,
the provision of scholarships to pupils at the School, prizes
based on educational merit to pupils or former pupils, and
awards to pupils showing outstanding ability in art, drama,
music, sport or leadership, and such other related charitable
purposes as the trustees unanimously agree.
Activities
(a) One new scholarship was awarded during the year, for
£3,000 per annum for five years from September 2009. The
amount committed for future years increased from £33,500 to
£34,000.
(b) A prize of £25 was awarded to Bridget Harris (P) for
excellence in the 2008 GCSE examinations and to Lucinda
Chester (W), Thomas Hunt (N) and Jessica Robertson (P) for
progress in the 2008/9 academic year.
(c) Two prizes of £100 each were awarded to Victoria BarnsGraham (P 00/05) who gained a First Class Honours degree in
Law at Merton College, Oxford and to William Winborn who
graduated with a First in Materials Science from St Anne’s
College, Oxford.
Donations
The donations received in respect of 2009 amounted to £5,317
This includes the benefit of any tax relief under Gift Aid.
The trustees gratefully acknowledge these donations.
Accounts
The Statement of Financial Activities discloses net incoming
resources as a negative £3,169 for the year 2009, compared with
a negative £6,516 in 2008. These amounts are after providing for
charitable expenditure of £9,635 in 2009 and £15,225 in 2008
respectively. At 31 December 2009 the net assets stood at £21,351,
www.oldbrutonians.com

of which £10,659 belonged to the Unrestricted Fund and £10,692
to the Permanent Endowment Fund. The net assets of the
Restricted Fund were nil because all its assets had been
committed. As the trust is a charity no provision is required for
taxation.
Independent Examiner
The trustees gratefully acknowledge the continuing work carried
out by John Graves as Independent Examiner of the trust’s
accounts.

OLD BRUTONIAN ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE TRUST
Registered Number: 284570
Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 December 2009
Unrestricted Restricted Endowment
Fund
Fund
Fund
£
£
£

Total
2009
£

Incoming resources
Donations
Investment income
Total incoming resources

4,692
1,149
5,841

-

625
625

5,317
1,149
6,466

Resources expended
Charitable expenditure:
Grants payable
Total resources expended

9,635
9,635

-

-

9,635
9,635

Net incoming resources
Gain/(loss) on investments
Net movement in funds
Funds as at 1 January

(3,794)
872
(2,922)
13,581

-

625
920
1,545
9,147

(3,169)
1,792
(1,377)
22,728

Funds as at 31 December

10,659

-

10,692

21,351

Restricted Endowment
Fund
Fund
£
£

Total
2009
£

Balance Sheet at 31 December 2009
Unrestricted
Fund
£

Long-term assets
Investments
Covenanted receipts
Total long-term assets

10,679
1,000
11,679

-

9,926
9,926

20,605
1,000
21,605

Current assets
Deposits
Debtors (under 1 year)
Cash at bank
Total current assets
Creditors: under 1 year
Net current assets

17,938
8,008
6,634
32,580
(16,267)
16,313

400
400
(400)
-

641
125
766
766

18,979
8,133
6,634
33,746
(16,667)
17,079

27,992

-

10,692

38,684

(17,333)

-

-

(17,333)

Net assets

10,659

-

10,692

21,351

Funds

10,659

-

10,692

21,351

Total assets
less current liabilities
Creditors: amounts
beyond 1 year

(Comparative totals for 2008 have been omitted from the above figures due to lack of space)
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NEWS OF OLD BRUTONIANS

MARRIAGES

Maughan wedding from second left to right
Sam Watkins (B97/02), Daniel Maughan(B97/02), Katarina Maughan, (nee
Sens) (W00/02), Simon Maughan(B01/06) and Marcus Young(O97/02)

BAIRSTOW, Robin (O91/94) to Magdalena Siwinska in
Warsaw during 2008

Rensburg (W98/00) nee OBOLENSKAYA. Colin and Jan
JUNEMAN (Hon. Old Brutonians) were also present.

BAILWARD Rob (P98/00) to Leila Hughes in 2009

FLEMING John-Kai (B 88/93) to Charlotte Keesing on 25th
May 2009 in Montisi, Tuscany, Italy

CHAMBERS, Libby (W94/96) to Richard Bernard on June
14th, 2008 attended by Nicola JONES (W94/96), Eoin
HARRIS (L90/95) and Andrew JENNER (L91/ 96)
CUNNINGHAM, John (L90/95) to Antonia Kirsty Milne on
September 12th, 2009 at St Mary the Virgin, Salehurst,
East Sussex, attended by several Old Brutonians
DAVIS, Christopher (L96/00) to Hazel at St.Mary’s Bruton
on August 1st, 2009. David WATTS, (O95/00) was Best
Man
DZARLIJEVA, Elena (W98/00) to Tanvir Hussain at Forty
Hall, Enfield on October 11th, 2009 attended by Anna
JONES, (A98/00) nee OBOLENSKAYA and Polina van
Bailward Wedding
Rob Bailward married Leila
Hughes. In no particular
order, those in the photo are:
Grant Bentley, Joe Holt, Rob
Bailward, Rory Parker, Mark
Harris, Robin Cordina,
Andrew Gillet, Chris Pratt,
Luke Fenton, Sandy
McKenzie, Charile Talmage,
Mark Dunn, Tristan Lark
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Fleming wedding
Pat Logie, Mark Hoskins, Dino Conci, Chris Upton, James Thomas, Charlotte
Keesing (Bride), Gabriel Fahey, John-Kai Fleming (Groom), Paul Hoskins, Bruce
Rayfield, Alex Conci, Dan Hammond (Best Man)
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HARRIS, John (P95/00) to Leigh Jarvis at St Mary’s, Bruton
in August 2009
HASTINGS, Robert (N93/98) to Sarah Demott in July 2009
HYDE, Chris (L90/95) to Libby in August 2009
KERTON, Matthew (N96/01) to Natalie Olwyn Parker on
April 4th, 2009 at St James’ Church, Chilton Cantelo
LAING, Marco (N92/97) to Sally Hanley on December 5th,
2009 in Cheshire
LONGMAN, Benedict (O88/93) to Claire Joel at the Garden
Museum, Lambeth Palace Road, London, on August 22nd,
2009
LYALL, Ben (O92/97) was married on August 11th 2007
MAUGHAN, Daniel (B97/02) to Katarina SENS (W00/02) in
St Mary’s Church, Bruton on September 19th, 2009*. Old
Brutonians in attendance included Samuel WATKINS
(B97/02) – Best Man, Simon MAUGHAN (B01/06) and
Marcus YOUNG (O97/02) as Ushers, Jules PARKINSON
(W99/01) who gave a reading. Annika KUSCHE (W00/02),
Andrew GRAZETTE (B97/02), Annabelle BOLLMAN
(W00/02) and Richard LUFFINGHAM (B98/03)
*The Reverend Nigel WILSON BROWN (Chaplain of King’s
School) officiated
OULTON, Rupert (N88/93) to Cassie Seeger in
September 2009

Hyde wedding
Chris Hyde (L90/95) and Libby

PHILLIPS, Charles (L87/92) to Indre in Lithuania on August
22nd 2009 attended by Jeremy PHILLIPS (L84/89) Patrick
CLARK (O87/92), who read a lesson, and Dominc TINLEY
(L87/92) who acted as witness. Simon and Jane BENNETT
(ex and current Staff) were also present
SMYTH, Helen (P99/04) to Edward Fenning at St Peter’s
School Chapel, York on August 29th, 2009
WATKINS Benjamin (B 93/98) and Friederike HÖFFMANN
(W96/98) were married at the Reformierte Kirche zu
Lübeck in Germany on 10th October 2009. The friendship
had begun thirteen years ago in the distinctly unromantic
setting of Physics (Dr Atkinson), Chemistry (Mr Davies)
and Mathematics (Mr Watts) lessons

Pointon-Taylor wedding
In Photo: Sam (N89/94), George (N94/99) and
Charles (N60/65) Pointon-Taylor

POINTON-TAYLOR George (N94/99) to Gemma Beaty on
25th September 2009 at Ettington Church, Stratford-on
Avon. The reception was at The Manor House Hotel in
Moreton- in- Marsh. The following Old Brutonians
attended: Jolyon HOLT (N) Lawrence JARRETT- KERR, (N),
James KNOWLING (L) ,Victoria MOSS, (W), Duncan WEIR,
(O), Sophie WEIR ( nee GLENDAY) (W) , Robin CORDINA,
(B), Perran NEWTON (L), Sam POINTON-TAYLOR ; Best man
(N), George POINTON-TAYLOR, Groom, (N), and Charles
POINTON-TAYLOr, Groom’s father (N). That makes 11 . If the
two OB’s that had also been invited had shown up, we
would have broken the record !
www.oldbrutonians.com

Watkins wedding
Left to Right (back row) : Luise Höffmann (W 98/99), Sieglinde Nierich
(W 96/98), Diana Bands (W96/98 nee Robjohn), Ben Watkins (B 93/98),
Friederike Höffmann (W 96/98), Richard Stacey (B 93/98),
Pat Joyce (L 93/98), Sam Watkins (B 97/02), Alex Livingstone (W96/98)
Left to Right (front row) : Richard Burden (B 93/98) and Rory Nunn (B 93/98)
(Also present Esther Dödtmann, see Births Announcment page 22)
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NEWS OF OLD BRUTONIANS

BIRTHS

DEATHS

BARSTOW, to William (B93/97) and Natalie a daughter,
Poppy, in June 2009
BAIRSTOW, to Robin (O91/94) and Magdalena a son, Philip
BERNARD, to Libby (nee CHAMBERS) (W94/96) and Richard a
daughter, Ella Marie, on January 3rd, 2009
BRAGG, to Hannah (nee Luard) (W91/93) and Thomas a son,
George Alexander Hinton, on October 20th, 2009
DÖDTMANN, to Esther (nee RATHSACK), (W 96/97) and
Frank, a daughter. Esther attended the wedding of Ben
WATKINS and Friederike HÖFFMANN then had to leave
directly after the service to give birth. The baby arrived in
time for a toast to be given at the wedding reception in the
evening!
HUNT, to Lucy (nee HUTCHINGS) (W93/95) and Tom a son,
Ferdinand Edward Fletcher, on October 25th, 2009
ROGERS, to Craig (P88/93) and Jennifer a daughter Sophie
Kate on July 11th, 2009
ROGERS, to Jason (P90/95) and his wife a daughter, Sacha in
2008
WEDDELL to Katy (nee BENNETT) (W 97/99) and Duncan a
daughter, Rosalyn Anne, on 25th February 2010, a sister for
Tommy.

BARGMAN, Henry (N46/50) at home on January 17th, 2010
COOMBS Robert Peter (O27/30) 14th January 2009
CORKERY, (FP) Major Terence (Plox 26/29 and N 29/33) on
March 17th, 2008
DOWNING, John (FP) (P49/50) in 2009
ESHELBY, James (B60/64) in Australia in August 2009, twin
brother of Robert
LEEDS, Sir Christopher Anthony, Bart (N 49/53) in 2009
MILES, Timothy (known as Tom) (N75/79) suddenly on July 3rd,
2009, brother of John (N81/86).
PARR, Sophie (W99/03) on December 14th, 2009, daughter of
Malcolm (current staff) and Rosie and sister of Iain (N02/07)
and Alex who were all resident in Old House 1993 - 2001
PINE-COFFIN, Peter (O51/53) on June 19th, 2009
ROSS, Ben (O88/93 and HH83/88) died on active service in
Afghanistan serving with the Royal Military Police on May 7th,
2009
SAMPSON, Richard (P51/55) and (HH48/51) on July 10th, 2009,
father of Old Brutonians: Rebecca (W83/85), Helena (W85/87),
Kate (87/89) and Trudie (W89/91). Richard was a former
President of The Friends of King’s School, Bruton and a past
Governor of the School.
SEAGER, Richard (O48/53) on November 22nd, 2009
TAYLOR, Donald Martin (O 53/57) 1939 – 2010
THOMAS, Richard (Dick) (N44/48) on January 4th, 2010
TURNER, Peter (L76/79) in 2008 – notification only received
May 2009

ENGAGEMENTS
PARKINSON, Juliet (W99/01) to Alan Campbell in February
2010
ROOKE, Tom (O92/97) to Emma Mervik in July 2009
STANFORD-TUCK, Captain Hugo to Kate Emary in August
2009
VINE, Timothy (L88/93) to Victoria Watkins in February 2010
RANDALL Pete (N 96/01) to Clare Turner on Christmas Day
2009
GORBUTT Simon (P97/02) to Madelene Hägg on 18th March
2010.
POINTON-TAYLOR Sam (N89/94) to Kim Gorter
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APOLOGY
In last year’s edition of The Old Brutonian we mistakenly
recorded the death of Percy PEPLER (O28/31).
The death we should have recorded was that of his
brother, Roger (O31/32). We deeply regret any distress that
may have been caused to Percy, the Pepler family and their
friends.

ST MARY’S REFURBISHMENT

2010 CALENDAR CHALLENGE

St Mary’s Church in Bruton, much loved
by many Old Brutonians, is in need of
refurbishment. John Bishton, John Norton
and Richard Hastings are involved in fund
raising, and would be pleased to hear
from any OBs interested in making a
donation. Please contact Richard at
carpediem2@hotmail.co.uk

The 2010 Calendar Challenge resulted in an interesting but loss-making
calendar! However, if you still have the ‘Dolphin Card’ and would like to
submit a photo taken in an unusual, exotic, funny or just plain different
place, please send it to oba@kingsbruton.com and it may be included in
next year’s Old Brutonian. Please contact the office if you require another
card-stocks are limited! Images must be supplied as a jpeg, at least 300 ppi
and no smaller than 8x6 inches. Please include your name, dates and House.
Also include location, date taken and reason for image, i.e. ‘first balloon flight’.
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OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

SOPHIE PARR (W99/03) 1985-2009
Death lies on her like an untimely frost
Upon the sweetest flower of all the field.
Whatever your thoughts, you can be sure that
Shakespeare has been there before you. I knew that
Sophie was very ill but I was not prepared for the terrible
shock of her death when it came in the days leading up to
Christmas. The last time I had seen her, she had been her
usual effervescent self, the centre of a laughing group, but
quick to spot an old friend and rush over with cries of
welcome to offer a great hug – just one of her many gifts,
that of making you feel you were the one person she was
waiting to see.
Sophie was the third of her year at School to die young,
but the only one who had to summon the resources to
confront a threatening illness, which she did in an
astonishingly courageous and positive way. Visit her blog
“www.cupcakescurlsandchemo. blogspot.com”, and you
will see with what an extraordinary mixture of bravery,
humour and honesty she faced what eventually proved to
be an unequal struggle. At Sophie’s funeral in St Mary’s
Church, Bruton on December 29th, it was possible to see,
reflected in the huge attendance of family, friends (many
of them Old Brutonians) and acquaintances, something of
the extensive and happy impact she had made in her
short vibrant life.
I have some photographs of Sophie, aged about six,
www.oldbrutonians.com

when she appeared for the first time in a King’s School
production – The King and I in 1992. She was part of the
long procession of ‘Siamese children’ (most of them Staff
sons and daughters) who come to greet their newly
arrived English governess. It is clear that she is already
thoroughly at home on stage, and I would like to think
that that is when Sophie’s passion for the theatre began.
Certainly, while at School, she took every opportunity to
act. Among the extensive gallery of characters she
brought to life were two of the great stage battleaxes the unsinkable Lady Bracknell in The Importance of Being
Earnest and the much more complex, seemingly tough
but ultimately vulnerable Martha in Edward Albee’s Who’s
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? The latter part was a tour de
force: Martha is scarcely ever off stage; she’s constantly
talking (always fortissimo) and becomes progressively
drunker as the play progresses. Finally you discover that
the loud-mouthed, gin-fuelled harridan is actually an
elaborately constructed act: behind that mask is a deeply
wounded and sensitive woman. Light years away from
either of those towering roles but just as unlikely an
incarnation was Mosca, the scheming toady who gleefully
runs rings around practically every other character in
Jonson’s Volpone. Altogether an awesome set of
achievements for a nicely brought-up young lady! But
perhaps no more than you would expect from one
described by her drama teacher as “such a talented
actress, an innate performer who grasped nuance with
such ease and skill.” [Fergus Llewellyn]
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As you contemplate the death of someone young, you
come to realise that your happiest memories of that
person are your armoury for the future. Sophie’s family,
Malcolm and Rosie, Alex and Iain, received many moving
tributes to their beloved daughter and sister, recalling the
exceptional young woman she was. The short anthology
of extracts that follows presents a vivid and affectionate
picture of the girl we all found it so easy to love: “I have
such fond memories of being in Wellesley House when
Sophie was there, especially in the year when she was
Head of House. Being a Fourth Former at the time, we all
looked up to her with such admiration. Sophie was always
caring, always willing to listen and her bubbly nature was
infectious. Sophie’s amazing flair for music and drama
meant that Wellesley was such a vibrant, colourful and
happy place, a true reflection of her personality.” [Kate
Flavell] “Sophie was an incredible girl who always had
time for everyone and who really made people feel
special…I have really fond memories of the trip that we all
made to the Edinburgh Festival at the end of the Upper
Sixth. Sophie was the star of the show, and we all had
great fun, acting in the mornings and spending the
afternoons running up and down the Royal Mile, trying to
persuade people to come to the next performance. I think
Sophie was in her element, making other people smile
and at her happiest being creative.” [Richard Smith] “The
loss of so beautiful, kind and generous a daughter like
Sophie cannot pass without the realisation that her life
gave so much joy. And the good that she brought must
have been felt by so many. For me, it was as a charming
pupil, intelligent, responsive, unquenchably curious and

such a good friend. We can remember her now, taking her
to school, with that lovely voice and beguiling calmness of
spirit – she could get one through a day!” [John and
Elizabeth Bennett]
One of the most delightful recollections came from
David Warren who remembers Sophie and Emma
Atkinson signing up for squash during one Spring Term. “I
suspect their main motive was for an easy and relatively
warm option, as neither of them was passionate about
squash. The wonderful thing was that they turned up
every Tuesday and Thursday, not a minute late, and
always with a smile and good cheer. Even better, they
would take advantage of the acoustics in the squash
courts to sing for the entire thirty minutes, even taking
requests.”
Sophie’s other contributions to School life were many:
in the choir; as a flautist in the Military Band; on The
Dolphin editorial board; with community service for
special needs children in Yeovil, and as a characteristically
committed and responsive Deputy Head of School.
Inevitably this is only a partial tribute to Sophie – a
Brutonian one. Further afield were her ‘gap’ year travels,
her time as an undergraduate, reading English and drama
at Birmingham University, her work for the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra and her young adult life in
London. There are many others, therefore, who were
swept up into Sophie’s thrilling orbit and whose lives will
have been touched by her warmth and generosity and joie
de vivre. Together we are all the better for having known
her. Thank you, Sophie.

JIM ESHELBY, (B 60/64)

figures. In summer 1964, he took home the bails from a
Canford match. He had split them almost in half. His
figures for the day were 17 overs, 9 maidens, 5 wickets for
17 runs. In that summer Jim bowled 159 match overs. He
took 33 wickets for 306 runs, including 53 maiden overs for
an average of 9.27 runs per wicket.
So, did Jim go on to greater glory in athletics or cricket?
Well, no. He’d had enough of that. At eighteen, he gave up
cricket, sport and England, and sailed with me to Australia
as Ten Pound Poms. The M.V. Fairsea (built as a troop ship
in 1941 and later to catch fire dramatically off Panama)
took us to Queensland. For Jim that meant the beginning
of a real love affair with the outdoor life. He loved
camping in the outback and fishing in the Ocean. He loved
the comradeship, the barbecues and casual way of life. He
played an exuberant game of golf, featuring huge sliced
tee-shots which curled magnificently into the rough. He
played energetic squash with me and always won.
Once in Australia, Jim was in his element. He hated
aggression and violence and looked for love, affection and
respect, all of which he achieved in abundance. Jim had no
time for stuffiness, disliking authority and pretension. He
trained as a psychiatric nurse and later studied at
Queensland University and Armidale University NSW,
gaining degrees in Arts and Education. He taught children
with learning disabilities for most of his working life and
was an advisor on Learning Disability to Queensland
Education Department.
The word ‘iconoclast’ doesn’t even begin to describe Jim

1946-2009

Jim died of lung cancer in
Queensland, Australia, in July,
2009, following an operation
for malignant melanoma.
We were twins, although
not identical, and were
founder members of
Blackford House in the
autumn of 1960. Jim enjoyed
school. He was a great
sportsman, which helped a
lot in those days. He could do things which left me
breathless with admiration. He was a fine athlete,
although he never trained. He broke records at all age
levels in sprinting, long jump and triple jump. In 1964, he
and Pete Dobson vied for the Victor Ludorum, which Pete
eventually won after a recount. Both were superb athletes
and part of a very strong athletics squad.
Jim scored several excellent tries for the 1st XV, playing
on the wing, where his size and speed were great assets.
Most notably, Jim was opening bowler for the 1st XI in a
great team, which included Tom Paris, Mike Kyle and
David Graham. Jim and Andy Buck were the Lillee and
Thommo of Public Schools cricket. Jim could hurl down a
deadly new ball, moving the ball in either direction. The
body-line and bumper were much in evidence. Coupled
with speed and accuracy, Jim achieved some notable
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Eshelby. He cared nothing for success, glory, power, money
or authority. He loved his wife, Jenny, his son and twin
daughters. Despite being separated by 12,000 miles for
many years, Jim and I always remained best friends. If
anyone ever asked Jim if we were identical twins, he
would invariable say, “No, I’m the good-looking one.”

His down to earth humour followed him across the
Atlantic to Denver, Colorado, where he taught a class of
special needs children. When the rest of the school was
reciting the Oath of Allegiance, Jim would be leading his
class in ‘I’m a Lumberjack and I’m OK’.
– Vintage Jim!
Robert Eshelby (B60/64)

DONALD MARTIN TAYLOR (O 53/57)

had an England trial. With his love of water and
swimming, Martin held the record for the 100 yards
freestyle. He continued to play sports after leaving
Bruton, especially rugby which he enjoyed at Woodford
Rugby Club. In the middle sixties Woodford reached the
sevens’ final and Martin enjoyed the experience of
running out onto the hallowed turf at Twickenham.
Soon after leaving Bruton he joined the ancient firm of
the Hudson Bay Company and became assistant to Arthur
Freyling, the then General Manager. He was captivated by
fur in every aspect of the trade, from the raw pelt to the
exquisitely made fur coats and his knowledge was
renowned throughout Europe.
His mother used to boast of how lucky she was, with her
husband principal of the Bank of England printing works, one
son in the fur trade and the other in the wine trade.
Martin leaves his daughter Lucy from his first wife
Vicky, and Oliver, his son from his second wife, Christina.

1939 – 2010
Martin Taylor lost his battle
with cancer on 11th March.
He was just 70.
Martin was born in
Appledore, Devon, although
he spent the early part of his
life in Jamaica, where his
father was serving with the
Navy at Kingston, this being
a major port for the South
Atlantic Fleet. An early introduction to the water and
swimming would prove useful in later life.
He started boarding in the early days of Hazlegrove,
moving up to King’s in the winter term of 1953. At school
he excelled in many sports, playing for both the 1st XV
rugby team and the 1st XI hockey, following on from his
father who had played for the South West and had once

Richard Taylor (N86/91)

RICHARD JOHN SAMPSON (P51/55)
and (HH48/51) 1937-2009
President of The Friends of King’s School, Bruton
and School Governor

“There are some who bring a light so great to the world
that even after they have gone, the light remains”
When Richard Sampson finally succumbed to cancer in
July 2009, following a seven year struggle, conducted
with characteristically quiet strength, uncomplaining
stoicism and immense dignity, it was testament to his
character and reputation that more than 300 mourners
gathered to celebrate his life, crowding into and around
the tiny ancient St Thomas a Becket Church in
Widcombe, Bath, close to where he had lived with his
wife, Prune, since 1966.
A Quantity Surveyor by profession (and Arbitrator
for the building industry in the UK and India), in 1972 he
created his own successful business in Bath, whilst his
architectural dreams were realised in the family home an extraordinary edifice and playground (complete with
sheep and chickens) on the hills overlooking the city.
Richard was above all a family man. With five children
born between 1967 and 1979, all four daughters stormed
their way through the Sixth Form at King’s School
before “Grich” found his true vocation in his nine
grandchildren, who doted on him and sought him out
as a constant refuge of reassurance and calm from the
surrounding ever-chaotic cacophony. His other passion
lay in classic motors, a lifelong journey of
disassembling and reassembling various Norton 500s,
www.oldbrutonians.com

Morris, MGs, Morgans and, finally, his beloved TR6.
Richard’s ties with Bruton remained very strong ever
since his arrival at Hazlegrove in 1946, having been
deposited from the back of a milk lorry, with an oversize
suitcase to make his way up that long, long drive alone a day early! He was a keen sportsman too. It is no
coincidence that three of the five sporting photographs
on the wall in the Headmaster’s Study at Hazlegrove
feature him in the teams.
He continued his love of all things outdoors through
his years in Priory (as well as occasionally treading the
boards with a famously sartorial approach to his
portrayal of Malvolio, and a solo choral performance at
the celebrations for the 450th Anniversary of KSB &
Hazlegrove), through to his Managing and Umpiring for
the Bath Junior Cricket Club and involvement with the
Bath “Minis” Rugby Team . He was an exceptional
horseman, having played polo in Aden, loved his annual
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skiing holidays, and could always be relied on to head
up or assemble a team. Remaining close to the School
throughout his life, through his tenure as President of
the Friends and then Governor in more recent years,
Richard was an Old Brutonian to the core - understated
yet unique.
Richard was a true gentleman; modest, measured,
discreet, a quiet charmer, and, above all, a kind man
who “always did his duty”. The hundreds of letters of
condolence received by his widow, Prune, and mother,
Isabel, voice it better than I ever could: “One of life’s

good guys”; “A privilege to have known him”; “When
Richard said something, you always knew it would be
worth listening to” (from a former King’s School
Headmaster); “a friend”, “supporter”, “mentor”,
“comforter”. These are just some of the words that
repeatedly leapt off the pages. “Someone who always
did the right thing”. He was a man of few words, but
great presence. It was a privilege to know him. To be
inspired by, and take example from, him. And how
lucky, how very lucky I am to have had him as my
father.
Helena Sampson (W85/87)

SIR CHRISTOPHER ANTHONY LEEDS,
BART (N49/53) 1935 - 2009
Chris Leeds’ father was
severely wounded in
action in 1943 and sadly,
his mother died soon
afterwards. Thus, Chris’
early years were tough.
He was dispatched, aged
seven, to St Peter’s Prep
School in Weston-superMare, and it was here
that we met. I
remember that, as a
young lad, he tended to
be introverted and he was often in trouble with authority.
During the holidays he would be packed off to stay with a
series of aunts and sometimes he would come and stay at
my home. But he rose to be a prefect and at the Sports
Day 1949 he carried of most of the trophies.
Then, in 1949 Chris and I, together with Adrian Candy
moved on from St Peter’s to Bruton. By now Major Leeds
had happily remarried and Chris was getting on well. He
became interested in history and, with Basil Wright as
mentor, he developed a studious and enquiring nature.
He could not resist studying the “cause and effect” of any
historical event that came to his notice.
He also developed into a strong all round athlete and
sportsman, particularly strong on all racquet sports - and
he was a mean boxer. I remember, in 1953 the Daily Mail
organised a national table tennis championship. Chris
entered and, with his usual determination, got through as
one of the four semi finalists with the play-off at
Wembley.
After Bruton he studied at Bournemouth Technical
College with the idea of perhaps taking up journalism,
until conscription. His father, having been a soldier, was
keen for Chris to serve in the Coldstream Guards which he
duly did, signing on for three years. I have somewhere a
picture of 2nd Lt Leeds, standing to attention after passing
out, with his very proud father standing alongside. A year
later Chris transferred to the Military Police and served
the rest of his time in Egypt.
Returning to civi-street, Chris attended the LSE where
he gained a BSc. From there he won a scholarship to the
University of Southern California where he gained an MA
in International Relations. He then went on to take up a
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succession of posts teaching history, economics and
politics in secondary education; firstly in Rhodesia, then
back in the UK at a variety of well known schools
including Merchant Taylors’ School, Christ’s Hospital and
Stowe.
In 1979 he was invited to be a lecturer at the University
of Nancy. It was here in France that Chris seemed to finally
settle. He bought a flat on the university campus and there
he lived and lectured for twenty-five years or more until
retirement. He stayed on at Nancy until only last September
when, with his health declining, he decided to move back to
Bournemouth - soon after which he died.
In 1974 Chris married Elaine Mullins, but sadly the
marriage eventually broke up and there were no children. In
hindsight, one could say he was a confirmed bachelor. He
was also an academic who would set himself a goal, the
harder the better, and nothing would divert his enthusiasm
and will to see it through. He was never happier than when
studying for an exam, preparing a paper or writing a book.
He worked hard and he was a success.
Chris travelled much. During breaks from university, he
would be invited to address seminars and conferences all
over Europe, Canada and USA. He led a nomadic life,
much of it out of a battered campervan, and during the
university holidays he would visit and stay with friends.
On one such occasion, whilst spending the weekend at our
home, he learnt that his cousin had died, meaning that he
had succeeded to the family baronetcy. At the time it was
joked that he had arrived at my home as a commoner and left as an aristocrat. He was proud of his family and
characteristically embarked forthwith to produce a
volume about his interesting forbears.
Chris’ legacy will live on primarily in the minds of the
many hundreds of students whom he taught, and
secondly in his books; of these there were at least fourteen
including An Historical Guide to England. Then followed a
series of books primarily for the benefit of educationalists:
Management and Business Studies, European History 17891914, The Unification of Italy, Italy under Mussolini and
British Humour (for the benefit of the French!). A book on
international relations had the catchy title Peace and War
and his book Politics sold very well, necessitating several
reprints; it became a standard reference that has been
circulating in secondary and higher education for many a
year.
For me, Chris has been a lifelong friend and I feel very
sad at his passing.
Peter Nisbet (P49/52)
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RICHARD CHARLES NAPIER (DICK)
THOMAS (N 44/48) 1930-2010
On the 3rd January Dick died
after a long period of declining
health. Following on from his
time at King's, he went to
Durham University where he
achieved a B.A. in Theology.
However, he declined
ordination and switched his
career path to promotional and
public relations activities. To
this end he became a Member
of the Institute of Marketing (MInstM), and also a Member of
the Institute of Public Relations (MIPR). Before this he taught
at a school for about a year and then joined the Society for
the Propagation of Christian Knowledge for a period of three
to four years. Dick then joined what was called at the time
the British Tourist Authority as their Publicity Officer with
special responsibility for promotional activities overseas.
Many events we now take for granted were started by Dick,
for example, Britain in Bloom, London's Easter Parade and he
was largely responsible for the Keep Britain Tidy campaign.
These are just a few examples of his highly active and
imaginative mind.
No one who knew Dick could accuse him of being a sporty
character, as evidenced by the incident when very young and

ROBERT PETER COOMBS (O27/30)
1917-2009
Peter Coombs was born at
Chewton House in Radstock,
one of eight children; two older
brothers, Frank and Howard,
and four sisters, Kathleen,
Isobel, Janet and Barbara. His
parents owned Coombs
Clandown and Radstock
Breweries and Hotels. The old
brewery is now Radstock
Museum and was the local
market before that.
He attended King’s, Bruton where he played Cricket and
Rugby for the School. In all, seven members of the Coombs
family attended King’s, Bruton between 1924 and 1966, all in
Old House.
Peter met his future wife, Judy Parry-Williams, on his 18th
birthday, at Hampton House Preparatory School in Chester
where he was a History Master and she was Assistant
Matron. They were married in 1936 by Peter’s uncle Willy,
who had also married his parents, and even officiated at the
marriage of his daughter Flicky. The marriage was to last
forever, an unspoilt love story often told to the family.
Peter was commissioned into the Royal Welsh Fusiliers in
1939 as a Captain in 21 Army Group and served on General
Montgomery's staff, guarding VIPs, and in Belgium and
Holland. He accompanied two American officers into Belsen
concentration camp the second day after its liberation. The
letter he wrote to Judy, describing the horrific scene, is on
display in the Imperial War Museum and quotes from it have
www.oldbrutonians.com

junior, having been forced into his games kit, the master in
charge having explained the rules of the game was
challenged by young Thomas who asked if the idea was for
each team to get the ball into the opposing goal? When
informed, yes, he then said, " Why don't we let them get on
with it, Sir, then we can go off and do something more
interesting?" He was much older than his years!
Dick was a very modest and private person. He never talked
about what he did, but would always be ready to help anyone
who required assistance in any way, and he inspired those
around him with whom he worked. He possessed an immense
knowledge of history and languages. A friend recalled a
Mediterranean holiday on a beach, with Dick up to his calves in
the water holding a conversation in Greek.
Dick took early retirement due to ill health, but kept
himself busy by being involved with The Society of
Architectural Historians of Great Britain, The Society of
Historical Churches and The Church Monuments Society.
Dick's wife Jane kindly let me read some of the letters of
tribute she received and they all spoke of his encyclopaedic
knowledge, his sense of humour and sense of the ridiculous.
One quote reminds us of his lasting image, “his dramatic
verbal delivery; those brimming, flashing, larger-than-life
eyes and the outrageously full eyebrows topped by the black
Fedora"! Dick's published poetry lives on as his epitaph.
He is survived by his wife Jane and his two daughters
Pippa and Helena.
Chris Rhys-Jones (O45/49)

been used several times by Martin Gilbert in his books about
the Holocaust.
After the war, Peter, Judy and their three children,
Christopher, Flicky and Sue, moved back to the family home
in Radstock. Chris Coombs remembers regular family
holidays on the Gower Peninsula and pantomimes at the
Theatre Royal in Bath and says that his father’s study was full
of fine First Editions handed down over the years, many
signed by Sir Winston Churchill. Peter owned a music
collection of great rarity, was an opera lover and had special
recordings, borrowed from the Germans, during WWII of the
Classical Masters.
Peter had worked for Unilever at the beginning of the war
until his conscription and continued to work for the company
for thirty years; Chris says that Peter took early retirement as
Judy did not want to move to London despite it being a
promotion. They moved to Bath and loved Landsdown,
making many friends. They spent five years in Canada from
1975, but Peter missed his brother and best friend, Howard so
they returned to England and eventually settled in
Sherborne; Peter was able to enjoy music and walking the
Roman Roads in the UK with Howard.
In retirement Peter worked tirelessly for others. He was
Chairman of SSAFA and the Royal British Legion, worked for
the Red Cross, the Conservative Party and for years, with John
Wills of Bristol, ran the Commonwealth Society for the Blind
giving speeches all over the UK – one pound would save the
sight of someone in Africa.
Peter was a devoted husband and was happily married for
over 50 years. He cared lovingly and with great patience for
Judy when she suffered from dementia until her death in
June 1992.
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T

he Apple Growers was founded in 2000 as an
excuse for a group of Old Brutonians and friends to
meet up and play the odd Rugby 7s tournament. I
doubt many of the founders would have envisaged the
club flourishing in 2009 and hosting its first Cider Cup
golf tournament. Over a glorious weekend in May, ten
Growers descended on Bournemouth to contest the
highest prize in AGSC golf, the Cider Cup. With some
questionable geograpical boundaries being drawn up to
establish the two teams by the event organiser
‘Godfather’ Duncan Weir, the South West, which included
Hampshire and Berkshire, took on the Rest of The World
in two pairs rounds and culminating in singles on the
final day. There were many highlights over the weekend,
both on and off the course. They included Rhys Wynn's
dramatic comeback from six down with seven to play,
only to beat Alex Soskin by one; Kevin Pike holding a great
putt on the 18th after a 150yd iron to three foot in order to
win a point for the South West and Marc Rogers trying to
use his wedge whilst on the green in order to navigate a
tricky bump in his way; he wished he'd putt when it
ended up in the bunker through the back! It was a
fantastic weekend, and although I can't remember the
result, as I was skipper of the South West and it really isn't
about the winning... qualification is once again at stake
for all members at the AGSC Open this May.
The cricket season included our two usual fixtures
against the Blues in May and the Hampshire Hogs in
August. Batting first against the Blues we managed to
post a decent total of 191, largely down to a resolute 47
from Charlie Price. He batted with calm authority and
was unfortunate not to make his half century. Opening
the bowling for the Growers was Rhys Wynn, fairly fresh
after a six year absence from cricket and Charlie
Campbell, last seen playing on Mt. Everest; team
confidence was high! They both bowled exceptionally
well and the early wickets put the Blues into a position
that they did not recover from. Marc Rogers and Joe Holt

AGSC Cricket: L to R: Rhys Wynn, Marc Rogers, Chris Pratt, Charlie Price, Grant
Bentley, Charlie Campbell, James Knowling, Joe Holt, Mark Dunn

took important wickets later on in the innings and the
Blues were eventually bowled out for 153. Looking for a
fourth consecutive victory against the Hogs, the game
started well, winning the toss and electing to bat.
However, that is where the success ended! Without an
assured 80 from Neil Parry, the Growers would have been
posting a very modest total. Eventually bowled out for 161,
victory looked a long way off and so it proved to be as the
Hogs knocked off the total for the loss of six wickets.
In early September we enjoyed a game of Rugby 10s
against the recent leavers from the School and although
we found ourselves 38-10 down at half time, a tactical
change inspired the Growers to a remarkable comeback.
Ali Lund, who foolishly took the whistle for the first half,
was brought into the action and marshalled the team to
an unlikely win. I'll ignore the fact that the opposition
only had ten players and we had twenty and put the win
down to our superior fitness and cleverly negotiated idea
of 'rolling subs'! It was a game played in good spirit and I
hope some of those in the opposition team will be
wearing a Growers shirt in the not too distant future.
The coming year has much to offer with the next tour
in place for September, the AGSC Golf Open, as well as the
usual Rugby, Cricket and Hockey fixtures. If you have
recently left and are keen to play some sport, or want to
get involved with the club, do please get in touch. We are
always on the look out for new members, young and old!
Contact Mark Dunn [mark_dunn55@hotmail.com]

Cider Cup: Back Row: Alex Soskin, Duncan Weir, David Green, James Knowling, Matt Green, Ben Appleton, Sandy McKenzie, Marc Rogers,
Front Row: Mark Dunn, Kevin Pike, Jonny Case, Rhys Wynn
28

THE OLD BRUTONIAN 2010

OBGS

OLD BRUTONIAN GOLF SOCIETY
2010 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

W

e have wonderful memories of the OBGS 2009
outings with some very special characters and
golfing styles – the Beadles putting switch, the
Beddow boomerang, Pinky Newton tee to green (eighteen
holes) without sight of the fairway, the Hazell snap hook,
the Ollie East china cutter etc. But the real heroes are all
who give the Society their unstinting support including, but
not limited to, Colin Juneman, Ian Clothier, Captain
Hamblin, Peter Squire, Mark Charania, Anthony Morgan,
Kevin Pike, Duncan Weir, Bruce Lang, Roger Gallannaugh,
Jonathan Case, Daniel Graham, Tresham Graham, Jack
Newton, David Whitty (Blackstone), Peter Phillips, Nick
Gammon, Richard Ellis, Richard Tregarthen, Chris Charles,
Jonathan Thornton, Fraser Stewart, James Sowerby and
young John Dryden........ to name but a few.......and without
whom much fun & pleasure would be lost.
AND SO TO THE 2010 CALENDAR

Friday 23rd April
Spring Meeting Trevose G & CC - Cornwall
This is a long week end event:
Thursday 22nd April 12.00 hours (optional) - assemble in the
bar for Captain Hamblin to pick the “roll up” pairings.
Thursday 22nd April 19.30 hours (optional) - assemble in the
bar prior to the informal dinner (you pay the meal, I provide
the wine).
Friday 23rd April 0800 hours - OBGS Singles stableford.
Friday 23rd April 1300 hours - OBGS team stableford
Friday 23rd April 1930 hours - assemble in the bar for our
formal dinner (dress code OBGS tie + blazer)
Saturday 24th April & Sunday 25th April – informal golf.

Sunday 16th May - Grafton Morrish Qualifier
Royal Ashdown Forest G C – Sussex
It hurts the reputation of KSB that we have yet to qualify
and this must not be allowed to continue...........so please, all
www.oldbrutonians.com

low handicap golfers........come forward and help your
Captain, Nick Gammon, qualify this year. We have the
players, we are able to qualify, but we need the support of
our finest six players.

Friday 25th June
OBGS v KSB First Six Woking G C – Surrey
We were beaten last year so must bounce back in 2010. The
Society hosts the KSB First Six at considerable cost so all
contributions towards hosting this event are very welcome.

Friday 1st October
Autumn Meeting Woking G C – Surrey
Thursday 30th September 12.00 hours (optional) - assemble
in the bar for Captain Hamblin to pick the “roll up” pairings.
Thursday 30th September 19.30 hours (optional) – informal
supper. We stay Thursday night at The Premier Inn, Bridge
Barn Lane, Woking or at your own arrangements.
Friday 1st October 0830 hours - OBGS singles stableford.
Friday 1st October 1315 hours - lunch
(dress code OBGS tie + blazer).
Friday 1st October 1430 hours - OBGS foursomes stableford.
Friday 2st October 1900 hours - prize giving

Thursday 14th October – Sunday 17th October
Tour to Portugal
This will coincide with The Portuguese Masters which is to
be held at The Victoria G C in Vilamoura. If there is
sufficient support, I will arrange accommodation, golf etc.
David Graham (O 60/65)
We encourage new members. Please contact:
The OBA Office or David Graham (dg@labuk.net)
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1940s
Roger MILLER (N44/47) paid a return
visit to Bruton with his wife Elizabeth
on Remembrance Day, November 11th
2009.
Michael STOKOE (P46/51) studied at
St Martin’s School of Art and was
Senior Lecturer at Ravensbourne
College of Art and Design for over
thirty years during which he has had
one man shows in London, New York
and France. His prints and paintings
are now included in permanent
collections at the Victoria and Albert
Museum, the Arts Council and
Bibliotheque Nationale in France. A
comprehensive collection of his
serigraphs is owned by the
Government Art Collection.
Peter BROADWAY (O47/51) and Stuart
MUSGROVE (47/51) enjoyed a return
visit together to Bruton in September
2009 when Peter was visiting this
country from his home in Zimbabwe.
Keith LONEY (O48/53) in retirement
was elected a member of Sevenoaks
District Council in 2003 and served in
the Council’s cabinet for six years,
being responsible for community
safety which included licensing pubs
and restaurants with enforcement
visits! In May 2009 he was elected
Vice Chairman of the Council and is
now the junior member of the
“mayoral chain gang” representing
the Council at events within the
district and throughout Kent.
1950s
Christopher COOMBS (O52/55) wrote
from his home in St Maarten, French
West Indies that he would enjoy
hearing from Old Brutonians of his era.
George WATSON (O/L52/56) is
currently resident in Switzerland
with plans to relocate to Guernsey
this year.
Samih Katkhuda (O/B57/61) retired
as a Circuit Judge on March 31st, 2010.
John WINSTONE (N58/62) RIBA IHBC
has retired from the Bath & Wells
Diocesan Advisory Committee after
19 years, serving for the National
Amenity Societies who described him
as the ‘scourge of sloppy thinking,
poor repair and re-ordering proposals’
and a ‘true protector’ of ancient
churches. Winning the Court of
Arches appeal against the infamous
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sale of Draycott’s font was an elegant
time to pass on the baton. He
continues to live at Court Farm,
Wookey, where Richard Burton,
Chancellor of the Diocese, and one of
the School’s first benefactors,
frequently attended the Bishop in his
courthouse.
James BRENAN (O59/64) is the
owner of Drawing Office Furniture
Ltd and father of Alex (O89/92) (see
entry below)
1960s
David GRAHAM (O60/65) in addition
to being the Old Brutonian Golf
organiser, has been busy raising
funds for The Point Foundation, a
charity for nearly seven hundred
orphans living near the Graham
family tea business in Gisenyi,
Rwanda. Recent fund raising events
included a Gala Dinner with their
Patron, Sally Gunnell.
(www.imporient.com)
Jeremy MATTHEWS (B62/65) met
Peter NEWHOUSE (FP) (N40/43) at
their local Bridge Club in rural France.
Philip BRAZIER (B63/66) climbed to
the 5,400 metre point of Everest in
October 2009.
David HINDLEY (Staff 63/00)
continues as Chairman of the South
Somerset & Mendip (Magistrates)
Bench and has been elected
Chairman for 2010 of the Avon &
Somerset Justices’ Issues Group.
Neil FORD, Queen’s Counsel
(B66/71) has been appointed a Senior
Circuit Judge and Resident Judge at
Bristol Crown Court as from October
2009.
Alec GILBERT (Leonard Alexander)
FP (P66/70) is Chief Executive of the
Adelaide Convention Centre, Western
Australia. He contacted the OBA
Office hoping to get in touch with OB
Declan ROSS (P66/71), and FP Richard
HURDING (P65/68). Alec remembers
being a student when the first girls
arrived for classes.
David COLLINS (O69/72) is enjoying
living in Canada where he has been
in touch with Greg WARD (N65/69).
1970s
Kirsten COOKE (Hall 69/71)
Exhibition of Images Exploring the
Liberation of a House by Kirsten

Cooke MA ARPS is to be at Rook Lane
Chapel, Frome BA11 1DN from 1st to
14th May 2010. (See page 22).
Sheila BUTLER, (nee Webber) (Hall
72/73) is a Year 3 class teacher at Doha
College, a complete change from her
previous job in investment trusts. She
and her husband, Alan, enjoy short
breaks exploring the Middle East, and
holidays in New Zealand and Buenos
Aires visiting their children. She says,
‘thirty seven years after leaving
King’s, I still think of David Hindley's
English classes when I pick up a book
or watch a play. Because of his
guidance and encouragement,
literature has been a constant source
of pleasure and inspiration ever
since.’
Murshed SALAM (P72/76) is running
his own Agri-business in Bangladesh.
He is married with two sons and a
daughter. Murshed spent a day in
Bruton in November with his
younger son, Nadim.
Captain Richard ALLEN (L76/81) was
appointed Director Joint Tactical
Exercise Planning Staff as from
September 2009.
John BRETT (O76/79) has been
appointed Headmaster of Old
Buckenham Hall, Ipswich from
September 2010; he is currently
Headmaster of St Mary’s School,
Melrose.
Charles BUDGETT (O77/82) is
working as Activity Manager for
Danone Baby Nutrition.
Simon JACOBS (O77/81) completed
the 875 miles London-EdinburghLondon round trip in 112 hours to
raise funds for the Wiltshire air
Ambulance. (See page 6).
Captain James LINES (O78/83) is
Deputy Commander 102 Logistics
Brigade with effect from February
2010.
Guy TILLYARD (L78/83) is the owner
of Design Distillery and a Director at
Space Worldwide (marketing and
advertising industries).
1980s
Kate PANGBOURNE (Hall 80/83) is
still living near Aberdeen and has just
started her first post-doctoral
position as a Research Fellow in the
University of Aberdeen Business
School.
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George FRANKS (N81/85) revisited
the School with his son.
Ian STUART (N81/84) has been
appointed as Master i/c and Manager
of the Activities Programme along
with English and games teaching
responsibilities at Hampshire
Collegiate School with effect from
September 2009. He returned from a
successful cricket tour to India
(Bangalore) in the October half-term.
The Revd. Canon Anthony BALL
(N82/86) is currently Chaplain to the
Archbishop of Canterbury and a
Canon of the Anglican cathedrals in
both Cairo and Madrid. He
maintains a parish connection with
two London parishes (St. John’s,
Waterloo and St. Dunstan in the
West) while being also Chaplain to
the South Bank Centre and to the
National Theatre. As if all that were
not enough, he is currently studying
for an MA in Theology at Heythrop
College. He and his wife Celia, have
one son, David who is aged 8.
Brant ECKETT (B82/85) works as
Senior Marketing Manager at Christie
Digital Systems.
Alistair PATCH (B82/83) is the
Director of Information Technology at
Wilson’s Solicitors, Salisbury.
Tuck CHEANG (N83/86) wife Sarah
and children Ming and Zaria are
happily settled in Geneva where Tuck
works in the Hedge Fund industry.
Andrew JAMES (B86/91) changed
from working with Royal Brunei to
Emirates Airlines.
André ZLATTINGER (P86/89) has left
Sotheby’s and will be joining
Christie’s later this year.
Chris (Billy) GAMMON (P87/92)
rowed in the 3,500 mile Indian Ocean
race, Perth to Mauritius, coming
second in 82 days. He raised
£140,000 for Prostate Cancer
Research (See page 4).
Major Christopher BORYER (B88/93)
is currently stationed at Warminster
with the Gurkha Regiment.
Craig ROGERS (P88/93) is working as
an in-house lawyer at IBM, having
previously worked at Oracle, KPMG
and Rowe & Mann (now Mayer,
Brown) where he qualified. Craig and
his wife became parents in July 2009
(see Births list).
Timothy VINE (L88/93) became
engaged in February 2010 (see
Engagements list) and is currently
working as Head of Public Relations
www.oldbrutonians.com

for the Premier Football Association
League.
Alex BRENAN (O89/92) is a Director
at Blackmoor Group and Eco Charge
Technology, son of James (O59/64)
(see entry above).
Ian WEATHERALL (O89/94) revisited
the School in October 2009.
Lisa DIMBLEBY (nee Muir) (W89/91)
wrote with news that she was
married to Nick Dimbleby in June
2002; they have two children, Oscar
who was born in December 2005 and
Poppy who was born in September
2008, and have lived in Syresham,
South Northants for six years.
Dan NUTBURN (L89/04) has now
moved to Highworth in Wiltshire and
successfully completed the MBA
Program at Henley Business School.
1990s
John CUNNINGHAM (L90/95) is
Senior Associate with White & Case
LLP (see also Marriages list).
Joanna OSBORN (W90/92) is working
as a Communications Team Senior
Manager with Lilly.
Jason ROGERS (P90/95) and his wife
emigrated to Australia a couple of
years ago and now live in Sydney,
they have an eighteen month old
daughter, Sacha (see Births list)
Lewis CROFTS (L91/96) continues to
work in Belgium but lives in the UK
at weekends.
David JONES (O91/96) spent a further

season performing Shakespeare on
tour at various outdoor venues
including National Trust properties,
as a member of the Festival Players.
Ben LYALL (O92/97) is working in
Customer Marketing for Sky, based in
London.
Alan WILLIAMS (B92/97) is working
for the Western Daily Press, based in
Plymouth; he had a trekking holiday
in Nepal in 2008 and is aiming, at
the age of 31 and with Cystic Fibrosis
himself, to run 31 races to raise
£31,000 for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust in
2010. See www.run31.org.uk for more
details. We hope to have a full report
in next year’s Old Brutonian.
Melanie ASHTON ( nee Anderson)
(W 93/95) married in August 2007 to
Jamie Ashton and they now live in
the sunny Whitsundays, Queensland,
Australia. She writes that , having
obtained a degree in Leisure and
Tourism Management, she is now
the Sales Manager for Sunsail Sailing
Holidays Asia Pacific based on
Hamilton Island.
Charles CAMPBELL (P93/98)
organised a cricket match on Everest
and raised £106,000 for the
Himalayas Trust and The Lords
Taverners. He is now planning a
cricket match at the South Pole.
James GAY (P93/97) is farming near
Bath.
Robin CORDINA (B94/99) is working
as a Surveyor.

Chris Upton (N88/93), Chris (Billy) Gammon (P87/92) and Nick Gammon (P86/91)
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Jolyon HOLT (N94/99) is working in
CID at the Metropolitan Police.
Marc ROGERS (P94/99) is running
the family business, specialising in
sports and adventure holidays in
East Africa and the Indian Ocean.
Captain Hugo STANFORD-TUCK
(B94/99) is serving with The Royal
Gurkha Rifles (see Engagements list).
Charles TALMAGE (N94/99) is based
at RNAS Yeovilton as a pilot.
Christopher DAVIS (L96/00) after
four years in teaching, is to
undertake Air Traffic Control
training for the Armed Services.
Captain Ben KENDALL (FP) (P96/97)
is serving with the Coldstream
Guards. He was on Queen’s Guard
duty at St James’s Palace in March.
Matthew KERTON (N96/01)
completed his Ph.D. in Plant
Physiology at the University of
Birmingham. He was researching
the transport and distribution of
calcium within coriander in order to
understand the causes and
prevention of the foliar syndrome,
tip burn. His wedding on April 4th,
2009 (see Marriages list) was in two
counties – Somerset church and
Dorset reception.
Matt CROWCOMBE
(P97/02)
Little did Matt
Crowcombe realise
when he left King’s
School, Bruton to set
out for his gap year in
South Africa in 2003
that this time was not
only to have a huge
influence on his future
but it would also have
a significant effect on
the future of many
South African
township children.
During his time on the
staff of the
International School of
South Africa, his friend
and mentor, Henry
Matthews, introduced
Matt to the local townships and he
witnessed, at first hand, the poverty
and lack of hope for the future of its
numerous occupants. In these early
days the seed was sown and before
Matthew returned to England ‘SOS
Africa’ had begun to develop.
Since those early days the charity
has grown from strength to
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strength. Both Henry and Matthew
realised that, in order to break the
poverty cycle, the children of the
townships needed a proper
education. SOS Africa would
empower through education. At
present the township children found
themselves in large classes of around
200 pupils. SOS would place their
charges in local primary schools
where they could benefit from
classes of 20. The children would
live at home, be collected for school,
clothed and supported in every way.
And so SOS Africa was born and in
the last seven years it has slowly
grown into a small but very effective
charity. All money donated goes
straight to the children. No money is
taken by way of expenses. Matt’s
sister has opened a charity shop in
Ilfracombe and Matt himself
continues to head the charity whilst
completing a PhD at Swansea
University.
In recent months there has been an
exciting new development for SOS
Africa. During his lunch hour, Matt’s
father designed a logo for the charity
and this has been chosen from many

Kalebo Keleb Jnr and Matt Crowcombe

to be placed on the supporters’ shirts
for eight of the African Nations
football teams. These shirts will also
be available for the World Cup. This
is a major breakthrough and it will
make a huge difference to SOS.
sosafrica.com
Charlie WHITE (B97/02) is due to
complete his training at solicitors

Edwin Coe LLP in Lincoln’s Inn, in
Sept. 2010, when he will qualify into
the Corporate team.
Rob BAILWARD (B98/00) and
Tristan LARK (N98/00) plan to
compete in the Indian Ocean race in
2011.
Rory EDWARDS (O98/03) is currently
working as a Design and Product
Development Engineer for Cooper Bline, a division of the American
company, Cooper Industries,
manufacturing high technology
enclosure solutions for the IT,
banking, pharmaceutical and
telecommunications industries.
Polina OBOLENSKAYA (W98/00)
completed her Ph.D. in 2009.
Christopher STEVENSON (N99/04)
passed out of Sandhurst Royal
Military Academy.
2000s
Edward MARSH (B00/05) returned
to School to take part in the farewell
concert for Dr Glynn Jenkins in
December 2009, singing Non piu
andrai by Mozart and The trumpet
shall sound by Handel.
Richard TELFER (O00/05) is
completing a Master’s
degree in International
Relations at Swansea
University, focusing on
USA defence issues.
Richard TREVIS
(O00/05) passed out of
Sandhurst Royal
Military Academy,
Chris PIDSLEY
(O00/05) attended the
ceremony.
Tom HEAL (L01/06)
and Will SMITH
(01/06) in the Heritage
Explorer team, are the
youngest competitors
rowing 2931 miles
from La Gomera to
Antigua! We have
been following their
progress on www.
atlanticrowyt.co.uk
and hope that they will be writing
about their adventures in next year’s
Old Brutonian!
Edward BARNFIELD (O03/08)
returned to play in the Big Band
Concert held in Wanstrow Church in
February 2010 to raise funds for CRY
(Cardiac Risk in the Young) and the
Wanstrow Church Window Fund.
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O

ld Brutonians
may like to
know that the
vast majority of the
School’s archives were
taken about ten years
ago to the Somerset
Record Office in
Taunton, where they
were sorted and
catalogued by the
County archive team.
Under the agreement
we have with them,
the archives are to be
held there for twenty
years, although we
are able to borrow
back items on a temporary
basis if we wish and, of course, anyone can visit the
Record Office to see them. If Old Brutonians want to see
what the Record Office holds for us, they can visit the
website – www.somerset.gov.uk/archives - and type in
the code DD/BRU.
Although most of our archives are therefore being welllooked after for us in Taunton, some items were left
behind, and since I took over responsibility for the School’s
archives we have been busy locating these and making an
inventory of them.
These include some
important items, such as
the Roll of Honour book for
the 1st World War dead, a
handwritten letter from
R.D. Blackmore to his older
brother, and the ‘Carbery
Collection’, which contains
Brigadier Carbery’s fine set
of medals as well as a great
deal of other material related
to his extraordinary life.
We now have a small keen
group involved in archive
work. Denise Hastings gives
much time and
encouragement, and sound
advice, as Deputy Archivist.
Richard Sullivan helps in so
many ways, with his interest
and enthusiasm, as well as his
generosity in arranging for the
refurbishment of certain items,
including the portrait of Queen
Victoria given by Her Majesty to
Sir Charles Pearson, OB, in 1882.
(See picture above)
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Richard also organised the setting of the Carbery
medals so that these can now be admired by us all, and he
secured for the School one of the first cap badges worn by
members of the O.T.C. between 1910 and 1916. Others
giving valuable support include Roger Gallannaugh and
Tony Beadles.
There is much to do, of course, but at the moment we
are focusing on certain projects. Firstly, we want to find
space in the School to display and explain the archives we
have. There seems little point in having material which is
locked away and rarely seen by anyone.
Secondly, in recent months I have greatly enjoyed
researching and reading about distinguished Old
Brutonians who, after leaving King’s, went on to lead
eventful, inspiring lives. We should celebrate these. We
plan to look in particular at the lives of some of those who
were at King’s during the Headship (1826 to 1864) of the
Rev. John Hoskyns Abrahall, including R.D. Blackmore, Lt
Gen Sir Charles Pearson, the four Henderson brothers –
William, Edmund, Samuel and John – Sir Robert Wright,
Verney Lovett Cameron, Nevil Story Maskelyne, William
Ventris Field, and Benjamin Bickley Rogers, with a view to
publishing the result of our efforts in due course. I also
hope to continue to produce articles for The Dolphin and
The Old Brutonian if these are acceptable and room can be
found for them.
Thirdly, we are attempting to build up our archive
collection, by filling gaps in the material we have, and by
adding modern material to the
collection for others to enjoy in future
years. May I finish, then, with a request?
We would greatly welcome any items
that Old Brutonians would be prepared
to give to the School. In particular,
there are many gaps in our collection
of team photographs – indeed, of
photographs in general – and of past
Dolphin magazines. We have almost
complete Dolphin collections in the
Archive Room and in the OBA Office,
but we are appealing in particular for
magazines that were published
between 1961 and 1974. Can anyone
help?
Finally, I am very happy to hear
from any Old Brutonian who may
wish to find out information about
the School in days past or about
former pupils. Please do get in
touch. We may not have all the
answers, but we will always do our
best to find them. We can be
contacted at
archives@kingsbruton.com
Carbery medals

Andrew Leach
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The England team that played Australia in 1909. Australia won the match
by 9 pts (3 tries) to 3 pts (1 try).

George Lyon

100 YEARS AGO
REPRODUCED FROM THE DOLPHIN 2009
f modern-day sporting Brutonians are seeking some
extra inspiration, they need look no further than the
example of George Lyon, a young boy who attended
King’s in the 1890s, and who went on to captain the
England rugby team. On 9th January 1909, he led the
England rugby team onto the Rectory Field, Blackheath, to
play an international match against Australia.
George Hamilton D’Oyly Lyon was born in 1883 at
Bankipore, India, where his father worked in the Bengal
Civil Service, and in September 1892 he arrived at King’s,
where his uncle, James Lyon (O.B. 1873-77), was about to
become a Governor. George threw himself enthusiastically
into everything the School had to
offer; he sang treble solos in
School concerts (not always in
tune, apparently), and acted on
numerous occasions. For example,
at Corpus Christi in 1895, when he
was still only 11 years old, he
played the part of Edward, Prince
of Wales in a scene from Richard
III, as well as Brutus in a scene
from Julius Caesar. But George
was undoubtedly happiest when
he was playing sport where he
showed a precocious talent. His
limitations, such as they were,
were down to his youth and small
stature. In the 1896 cricket side,
George, although only 12, was
considered the team’s ‘most
promising batsman, with sound

I
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defence and excellent technique’, but ‘lacking hitting
power and with limited reach’, and a slow bowler of real
potential. In the following term’s football team he was
described as ‘a neat forward’ who needs ‘to shoot harder’.
The School had yet to start playing hockey in the Easter
Term, but the boys were kept well occupied playing fives
and having weekly paper chases in the countryside
around Bruton.
George’s ambition was to join the Royal Navy and as
soon as he was 14 he left King’s and joined H.M.S.
Britannia as a cadet. His subsequent naval career
inevitably limited his sporting activities somewhat but he
continued to play cricket (as a batsman, and medium pace
bowler) for the Navy and Hampshire, and he represented
the Navy, Surrey and England at rugby (at full back). He
also excelled at tennis and golf.
George Lyon served with distinction in both World
Wars; in the First, he was gunnery officer on the battleship
Monarch, and by the Second, he was Commander-in-Chief
on the Africa Station. He was knighted in October, 1940,
and shortly afterwards he was appointed Commander-inChief at the Nore. He was promoted to Admiral in 1942. He
died in 1947.

George Lyon, aged 12, in the School’s 1896 cricket XI
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THE 1909 CRICKET TEAM

T

he performance of the School teams a hundred
scoring a quick 46 before declaring the innings on 104
years ago can only provide further inspiration to
for 2, leaving the OBs needing just 89 for victory. The
the School’s sportsmen and women of today. There
Dolphin match report goes on – ‘Sutton and Rowell
was much excitement and a sense of anticipation at
shared the attack and, with the School fielding very
King’s in 1909. Despite there being only 53 boys in the
keenly, succeeded in getting eight wickets for the small
Upper School and 13 in the Junior School, the sports
cost of 55. Both bowled admirably, as their figures show
teams were enjoying a level of success not seen before
(Sutton 3 for 23, Rowell 4 for 27). With only two minutes to
or, arguably, since. The teams were dominated by a small go, it was found that two of the Old Boys had left to catch
group of talented players including the remarkable H.E.
a train, and the match was over. But now the question
Hippisley, who captained all three teams – football,
arose as to which side had won. The School had dismissed
hockey and cricket – for three years. In Hippisley’s last
all their opponents who were present at the time, but the
year, the football team were unbeaten in the Christmas
time remaining would not have allowed of the dismissal
Term 1908, and then the hockey side went on to be
of two batsmen; the M.C.C. were written to on the subject,
unbeaten in the Easter Term, winning every match
and their decision was that victory rested with the Old
except for a tense 2 – 2 draw away against arch rivals
Boys, on the first innings, because, as far as the fielding
Downside. Captain Hippisley saved the day on that
side could tell, the batsmen were in the pavilion and
occasion – not for the first time – by scoring the
would have batted, had time allowed.’
equaliser, in driving snow and with only two minutes to
With the departure at the end of term of some of that
go, from a corner.
legendary group of sportsmen who had formed the
So, would the cricketers maintain this proud record,
backbone of the School’s teams over the previous two
and provide the School with what the editor of The
years or so – Hippisley, Sutton, Williams, Trotman,
Dolphin of the day called ‘the ideal of earthly bliss, an
McRae, Rowell, Bartlett, Steen, Ashworth – a remarkable
unbeaten cricket season’? The answer, sadly, was ‘No’. Of
period in the sporting history of King’s came to a close.
the 13 fixtures played that season, 8 were won, 2 were
Sadly, eight of the twelve boys who played in the 1909
drawn, and 2 lost. The 2 losses were against the
cricket side had died by the end of the 1st World War,
Somerset Stragglers (by 82 runs) on a bitterly cold day in
just ten years later. Their contribution to the life of the
early June, and the Old Brutonians at the very end of the
School, and their example to others, was such that their
season. Despite these two blemishes, the School’s record
short lives deserve to be remembered and celebrated.
was impressive. Hippisley,
unsurprisingly, was hugely
influential, scoring over 600 runs
(including two centuries) at an
average of 62.9, taking a number of
useful wickets with his spin bowling,
and inspiring his team by his energy
and leadership on the field. He and
Sutton (a fine opening bat and strike
bowler) were both selected to play
for the Somerset side that summer.
Amongst some memorable games
that year, there was a match on the
County Ground in Taunton against G.
Fowler’s XI, a scratch side that
included the then Somerset Captain,
J. Daniell, as well as Prince Narayan.
The School won this match by 53
runs, taking the last wicket with the
last ball of the match.
The Old Boys’ match, played in
sweltering conditions in early August
(terms lasted longer in those days),
caused quite a stir. The School won
the toss and chose to bat, scoring a
modest 157 all out. The Old Boys then
1909 Cricket XI
went in and scored a total of 173 all out.
Back row (l to r): Bowring (pro), F.J. McRae, R.D.Steen, E.E. Trotman, R.H.W. Ashworth
There was still time left for play so the
Seated (l to r): C.E. Williams, P.W. Vasey, H.E. Hippisley (Capt.), L.C.L. Sutton, P.B. Wace
Front row (l to r): B.G. McCausland, W.C. Rowell
School batted again, with Hippisley
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Detective work in
the Archives!

1913 Cricket XI
J. Bowring A.P.R. Hains J.V. Jones W.D. Stranack W.A.N. Thatcher
C.C. Case F.P. Spurway R.N.O. Bartlett (capt.) H.E. Warry J.G. Clayton
G.D. Knight
N.Y. Keith

J

an Juneman in the Old Brutonian office and
Andrew Leach, School Archivist, had some
interesting correspondence with a Judith Knox
in Canada. She had found several newspaper
cuttings and photos in her father-in-law’s personal
effects and then carried out a lot of detective work to
establish where he had attended school. This task
was complicated by the fact that Neville Yorke Keith,
as he was known from his birth in 1899 until 1928,
then changed his name to Knox, which was a family
name-she has no idea why he had been known by
the surname of Keith whilst at school!
Jan and Andrew were able to confirm that Neville
had been a pupil at King’s (New 1913/15) and that he
was a member of the Cricket, Hockey and Football XI
teams. The photo above shows him in the 1913 cricket
XI. Andrew Leach tells us that the Captain, RNO
Bartlett, and the boy sitting at the right hand end of
the seated row, JS Clayton, were killed in the 1st
World War in 1916 - Bartlett in Mesopotamia, and
Clayton in the Somme.
Neville Yorke KEITH subsequently had an
interesting career. During the First World War he
served in India with the British Gurkha Regiment.
After the war he was attached to the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission in Africa and Belgium. In
1925 he joined Shell Oil in England, and three years
later was transferred to St. Louis in that company's
U.S. operations. He was transferred to Toronto,
Canada, in 1933, and during the following twelve
years rose to the position of vice-president and
general manager. He was made vice-president in
charge of the Pacific Coast Operations in 1945 and
held that position until his sudden death in 1951.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Old Brutonians
In 2000 David Hindley took over from John Neal as
Editor and launched the new Millennium with an
exciting Newsletter in A4 format and some colour
pages. This was a great improvement on the A5 black
and white format that had endured for the previous
millennium! He passed the baton to me for 2008. I have
been, and am still, indebted to him for his support and
his valuable advice when proof reading, but I thought
it right that I should raise my head above the parapet
to explain some of the changes that have been made to
your newsletter this year.
For the first time we have a full colour magazine. This
has meant that we are able to include many more
interesting photos including wedding groups of Old
Brutonians. However, because of the constraints of the
Data Protection Act and because we have many more
articles of interest, including an Archive section, the lists
of new members, changes of address and lists of those
attending events have been omitted. This information
is available on request from the OBA Office. (See below).
I do hope that you will all enjoy reading The Old
Brutonian 2010. Floreat Brutonia!
Sally Snook (72/73)

OBA SU BSCRI PTION RATES
The Rules of the Association stipulate that the current
OBA subscription rates should be published in the
Newsletter. The following information is given to
comply with this requirement.
The life subscription rate for those joining the
Association on leaving the School or within ten years
thereafter is £252. The life subscription rate can be
changed by the Association in general meeting.
The life subscription for those joining more than ten
years after leaving the School is related to the life
subscription rate for leavers in the year of joining on a
sliding scale laid down in the Association’s Rules.
Associate membership is available to staff at the School
on payment of an annual subscription rate equal to
one-tenth of the life subscription rate for leavers in the
year of joining. After payment of ten annual
subscriptions an associate member automatically
becomes a life member.

We are continually striving to update our database
for use by the Association to the benefit of the School
and of the King's School Foundation. If you do not
wish to be on the database, please let the OBA Office
know. To update addresses or to inform us of news
please contact:
The O.B.A. Office, King’s School, Bruton,
Somerset BA10 0ED
Tel/fax: 01749 813253, e-mail: oba@kingsbruton.com
THE OLD BRUTONIAN 2010
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LETTER FROM THE HEADMASTER
Dear Old Brutonians,
I am delighted to be writing my first Headmaster’s letter for the Old Brutonian magazine.
My first formal encounter with the Old Brutonians was at the lunch at the Stationers’ Hall in December. I
was reliably informed that my speech went down very well because it was short. I was also pleased to hear
that the general consensus was that, despite hailing from Scotland, I had passed my first test by joining many
of the Old Brutonians after lunch at a local hostelry for a few drinks. I assumed that this was standard
practice for Headmasters, but I was informed that I was one of the first to join them for a long time. I intend
to make this an annual occurrence!
I am also honoured to be invited to join the Old Brutonian Golf Society at their annual meeting at Trevose
in April. I haven’t had the opportunity to play much golf since I have become Headmaster at King’s and, to be
honest, my main ambition for that golf outing is to hit my first drive past the ladies tee.
The Old Brutonian Association is a very important part of the King’s School community. I thought the
atmosphere at Stationers’ Hall in December - and I am sure it will be replicated at Trevose - was exceptional.
There is a huge amount of warmth and interest in King’s and I can see that friendships which are forged here
at King’s last a lifetime.
The School is in very fine form although we are facing major challenges with the external economic
difficulties experienced by everyone at the moment. There will be no major capital expenditure on new
buildings but we are investing in the campus to try and improve what we offer our pupils. As I am sure you
are aware, the Memorial Hall will be refurbished after a very successful appeal in memory of Ben Ross, and
this refurbishment work has been extended to include the corridor. The refurbished Hall and corridor will be
officially opened in the Autumn term, but the refurbishment programme should be completed during the
Summer holidays. We are also resurfacing our AstroTurf and we are delighted that a local company is using
King’s for a prototype surface, and we will be a showcase for other prospective sports clubs and schools.
The boarding house refurbishment will be ongoing and this is a priority for me. I think Old Brutonians
must appreciate that the boarding accommodation that was provided in years gone past is no longer
suitable, and parents are now very discerning (demanding!). We have to compete with schools that have
invested considerably in boarding house refurbishment or in building new boarding houses. We have
excellent pastoral care, but we must continue to upgrade our facilities to ensure that we remain competitive.
I am looking to restructure the management of King’s, and I have already appointed a new post, a Head of
Teaching and Learning to support our Director of Studies. We must maintain as high a level of academic
performance from all our pupils, regardless of ability, and we must ensure that pupils are taught effectively
and creatively. I will not be changing the academic profile of our pupil intake, but I will be ensuring that every
pupil fulfils his or her academic potential. I am also in the process of appointing a Director of
Communications, and this key role will be amalgamating Development and Marketing at King’s.
However, the structure and organisation of King’s is not nearly as important as the people within it. The
staff here is prepared to go the extra mile to provide a high quality of education. When the cold weather hit
Bruton in January, I was very proud that King’s remained open and on one day we functioned with half our
staff, and on the second day most of the staff managed to make it into school so that all pupils were able to
sit their external examinations. The pupils themselves are the best advert for the School. Pupils at King’s are
considerate of others, they are full of energy and humour, but above all they lack any arrogance.
Teenagers today face a considerable range of challenges. Entrance to university is increasingly competitive
and difficult. There are many temptations and challenges that were not present in years gone by, but overall
the pupils at King’s continue to be great company, they work hard, and they have high aspirations. Schools
may change their facilities and they may be restructured over time, but the decency, confidence and character
of pupils at King’s remain a strength.
I said in my (short) speech to the Old Brutonians at the December lunch that I ask only one thing of all
Brutonians. What I ask is that you spread the word about this wonderful school. I do not want King’s to
remain a “well kept secret”, and I want as many people as possible to know that there is a fine, forward
looking, exciting school in a beautiful setting in Somerset where pupils of all abilities are given a wide range
of opportunities and an excellent academic education.
All Old Brutonians are most welcome to come and visit their school at any time if they are passing Bruton.
Helen and I would be delighted to welcome you, and the pupils will be keen to show you around the School. It
is an honour and a privilege for me to be the new Headmaster of King’s School, Bruton.
Ian Wilmshurst
www.oldbrutonians.com
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KING’S SCHOOL, BRUTON CAREERS
CONVENTION 2009

M

any of you will be aware that, for some time
now, members of your Committee have been
looking to ‘ramp up’ careers advice at the School.
It is pleasing to report that the first ever King’s School,
Bruton Careers Convention, for the Lower VI Form, was
held on 19th June 2009. This was a very major Old
Brutonian Event and exactly what we ought to be doing
to support the School. It was considered to be an
outstanding success, thanks mainly to the contribution

made by Old Brutonians in putting the programme
together and as speakers and seminar leaders.
There is no better way to illustrate the scope of this
event and the range of professional advice than to publish
the list of those who took part. You will see that the
majority of these highly successful individuals were
educated at King’s, Bruton.
The second Annual King’s School, Bruton Careers
Convention will be held at the School on 21st June 2010.
Richard Sullivan (N58/62)

KSB CAREERS CONVENTION PROGRAMME
James Spinney, BA (Hons)
Associate Director, Strand Partners Limited
King’s Bruton (Lyon House, 1997-1999)
Higher Education: University of Durham
James Strevens, BSc, MRICS
Chartered Surveyor, Cushman & Wakefield
King’s Bruton (New House, 1986-1991)
Higher Education: University of the West of England, Bristol
Kevin Burree, DAABM, MRICS, FAAV
Associate Land Agent, Thimbleby and Shorland
King’s Bruton (Old House, 1984-1989)
Higher Education: Royal Agricultural College, University of Plymouth
John Mauger, FRICS, FAAV
Retired Senior Partner, Thimbleby and Shorland
King’s Bruton (Priory House, 1950-1952)
Higher Education: College of Estate Management
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Jasmine Lakey, BA (Hons), Dip Arch, RIBA III
Architect, Jasmine Architecture Studio Limited
King’s Bruton (Wellesley House, 1996-1998)
Higher Education: Bournemouth Arts Institute; Kingston University;
London Metropolitan University
Cristian Beadman MA (Hons), MRICS
Fine Art Valuer and Auctioneer, Dreweatts 1759
King’s Bruton (New House, 1988-1992)
Higher Education: Edinburgh University
Nicholas Hunt, BSc
Director, Berkeley Technologies Limited
King’s Bruton (New House, 1971-1974)
Higher Education: Cranfield University
Angela Styles, BA, MEng, ARAeS
Aerodynamics Engineer, Airbus
The Douay Martyrs School, Hillingdon
Higher Education: Cambridge University
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William Pitt
Sales Manager, Foxtons Estate Agents
King’s Bruton (Lyon House, 1993-1998)
Higher Education: Loughborough University

Suzie Franklin, BSc (Hons), OST
Osteopath
King’s Bruton (Wellesley House, 1996 to 1998)
Higher Education: British School of Osteopathy

Russell Allen
Owner and Director
Crescendo
King’s Bruton (New House, 1990-1993)

Ian Liddell-Grainger
Member of Parliament
School: Millfield School

André Zlattinger, BA (Hons), MA
Senior Director, British and Scottish Paintings Post 1850,
Sotheby’s
King’s Bruton (Priory House, 1986-1989)
Higher Education: Oxford Brookes University; Bristol University
Sarah Bryant, BA (Hons), MProf
Sustainability Consultant, AECOM
School: Sevenoaks School
Higher Education: University of Leeds; Forum for the Future
Jeremy Lassam, BSc
Quality Manager, Vestas Blades UK
King’s Bruton (Blackford, 1970-1974)
Higher Education: University of Wales, Aberystwyth
Jonathan Finn, BA
IT Project Manager, Morgan Stanley
School: Charterhouse
Higher Education: University of Southampton

Dr Caroline Schuster, BA (Hons), MSc, DrPhil, RGN
Chartered Occupational Psychologist,
AtChange: Psychological Services
School: The Brudenell School for Girls, Our Lady’s Convent, Chesham
Bois
Higher Education: Amersham College, Nottingham University; Hull
University; Dermstadt Technical University
Clive Copland
Freelance Production Sound Mixer, BAFTA Winner 2006
King’s Bruton (Priory House, 1970-1972)
Chris Heal
Performance Director, Richard Huish Rugby; Academy Director,
Bridgwater College Rugby; Head Coach, TOR RFC
Maria Viney, BA (Hons), PGCE
Teacher of Design Technology and ICT, Redland High School
King’s Bruton (1980 to 1982)
Higher Education: University of Wales
Currently studying for MEd in Leadership, Development, Policy,
University of Bristol.

Tim Styles, BA, MEng, MIET
Software and Electronics Engineer, Clearspeed Technology
King’s Bruton (Blackford House, 1992-1997)
Higher Education: University of Cambridge
Charlie Gallannaugh, Dip Cert ACII
Divisional Director, R K Harrison Insurance Brokers
King’s Bruton (Priory House, 1980-1984)
Higher Education: City of London Polytechnic
Edward Squire, BA
Vice President, JP Morgan Cazenove
King’s Bruton (Priory House, 1993-1998)
Higher Education: University of Oxford (St Catherine’s College)
Mark Sullivan, FSI
Director, UBS Wealth Management
School: Sherborne
George Swan, MA, LLM
Senior Associate, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP
School: Wanganui Collegiate (New Zealand), Gordonstoun
Higher Education: University of Cambridge (Corpus Christi College)
Sinead Read, BA
Operations Manager, South East Europe, Royal Dutch Shell
King’s Bruton (Wellesley House, 1992 to 1994)
Higher Education: University of Oxford (St Catherine’s College)
Alex Hughes, BSc (Hons)
Customer Marketing Manager, Scottish and Newcastle Heineken
King’s Bruton (Priory House, 1988-1993)
Higher Education: Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester
Dr Tim Robinson, MB BS, MRCGP, DRCOG, MFHom GP
King’s Bruton (Lyon House, 1973-1978)
Higher Education: University of London

www.oldbrutonians.com

39

PICTURE BY KIRSTEN COOKE - SEE PAGE 39

EDITOR: SALLY SNOOK. © DESIGN & ARTWORK: GRAPHIC EXAMPLES, SHERBORNE.

THE OLD BRUTONIAN 2010

